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The Young 
Philatelic Leaders 
Fellowship has done so 
much for the motivated 
young philatelists who have 
completed the program.  It 
has given them experiences 
and knowledge that will 
serve them for their entire 
philatelic careers, be it a 
dealer, a writer, or an 
exhibitor.  One aspect of the 
program that is not often 
discussed is the fact that the 
participants are also part of a 

growing social network of 
young collectors.  The time 
Fellows and alumni spend 
together at shows and events 
has created deep philatelic 
friendships within their own 
age group, something that 
can be hard for young 
people to do these days.  
People tend to be best 
engaged in a hobby when 
they interact with collectors 
from the same age group.  
They “get” each other.   

I have always said 

that the only problem I have 
with the YPLF is that it did 
not exist when I was young 
enough to apply!  It wasn’t 
until 2011 that I was 
fortunate enough to attend 
my first StampShow, 
something that every Fellow 
will do at least once.  I was 
blown away walking into the 
show.  I had no idea 
philately existed at such a 
magnitude!  I dove into the 
bourse, running into just 
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This newsletter we take the 
opportunity to spotlight 
Owen 
Chun, 
the 
Wade 
Saadi 
Fellow.  
Owen 
has 
chosen 
the 
Dealer Track.  An 
advertisement in a magazine 
for free stamps lured Owen 
into the hobby and his 
connection with the hobby 
has grown exponentially 
from that beginning.  Owen 
attended his first big WSP 

show in 2012 when he took 
part in NOJEX.  Ken Martin 
spotted his enthusiasm and 
invited him to be a 
scholarship student at 
Summer Seminar.  Owen’s 
contagious enthusiasm for 
philately continues to grow 
as he progresses through the 
YPLF program.  We had the 
opportunity to talk with 
Owen and get his thoughts 
on his fellowship 
experiences:  

Why did you choose to 
apply for the YPLF and 
what do you expect to 
accomplish?  

I chose to apply for the 

YPLF because I wanted to 
find other young people 
interested in philately (a 
rarity today) and to establish 
relationships with them.  

What has surprised you 
so far in your 
participation as a 
Fellow?  

I have been surprised by the 
enormous support and 
kindness from the philatelic 
community. 

You chose the Dealer 
Track.  What’s your 
experience with dealing 
before YPLF and what 
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led you to choose that Track?  

Before the YPLF I was lucky enough 
to intern with Siegel auctions, pulling 
lots and describing stamps.  That 
experience continues to help me 
today as I make my way down the 
dealer track.  I chose the dealer track 
because I enjoy buying, selling, and 
helping others find items for their 
collections. I also enjoy talking with 

others and learning from their 
experiences. 

What’s your biggest challenge as 

a dealer? 

My biggest challenge as a dealer is 
learning to move items fast and create 
quick turnover, even if it means I 
don’t recoup my investment. 

What’s your favorite part of 
dealing?  

My favorite part of dealing is the rush 
I get from making a sale. I also enjoy 
having interesting conversations with 
fellow collectors and dealers.  

Who is your YPLF Mentor and 
how has he helped you?  

 My YPLF Mentor is Irv Miller. He 
has helped me in many ways. He has 
not only given me advice on how to 
set up and run a booth efficiently, but 
has also shared with me his vast 
knowledge on U.S. stamps and how 
to spot fakes, faults, and repairs. 

What are your long-term goals 
in the hobby? 

My long-term goals in the hobby are 
to give back to the community and 

help others with my knowledge and, 
in turn, learn from others and just 
enjoy what philately has to offer.  

What else keeps you busy?  Tell 
us about school, family, and/or 
other hobbies. 

I am an extremely busy person with 
many interests. Between school, and 
playing both club and high school 
soccer I have very little free time. I 
also enjoy running track for my 
school, staying in shape, and lifting 
weights everyday. I also single 
handedly maintain a top rated 
Powerseller account on eBay with 
100% feedback, which I use to resell 
everything from stamps to sneakers. 

(Continued from page 1) 

I n t e r v i e w ,  C O N T .  

Owen with YPLF Sponsor Wade Saadi. 

Owen at Summer Seminar on Philately 
2012 taking Irv Miller’s course — U.S. 
Stamp Expert 101 & 102.  

three people that I already knew, 
although only from telephone 
conversations.  Over the course of 
the show, I made a good number of 
new friends; something that 
continues to snowball as I attend 
more and more shows.   

I am happy to have 
discovered philatelic friends that are 
around my age.  Those people have 

educated me, helped me find 
material, and encouraged me to get 
more involved with the hobby, all the 
while having a complete blast every 
time some of us get together at a 
show.  This support has changed my 
interaction with the hobby.  Not only 
am I am member of the YPLF 
advisory board, but I deal postal 
history on the side, I have had a few 
articles published, and I just exhibited 
for the first time at OKPEX in June 

of 2014.   I am positive that if it were 
not for these people, I would not 
have this relationship with the hobby 
that I cherish and give back to. 

 It took some work, but at a 
recent world series of philately show, 
three other young friends and myself 
were able to attend.  We were sitting 
around, enjoying each other’s 
company, when we started discussing 
how great it would  

(Continued on page 3) 
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(continued from page 2)                     

be if there were not four of us, but 
eight or ten or one hundred!  The 
wheels began turning. 

We then asked the APS how 
many members were between the 
ages of twenty and fifty.  It ended up 
being around 1,600 people!  We 
knew there had to be hundreds of 
people similar to the way I used to be 
— a thirty-something collector, do-
ing it pretty much on their own, who 
had never been to StampShow, or 
AmeriStamp, or even a regional WSP 
show.  If those people could only be 
encouraged through a social network 
like I experienced, how many more 
young activists and dealers and writ-
ers and exhibitors could we find?  
And how much fun would it be to 
interact at shows with more and more 
people around our age?  And how 
great would it be if today’s young 
collectors, the future of the American 

Philatelic Society, were able to lead 
the society into that future not as a 
collection of strangers, but as a tight-
knit alliance of friends?  

A mailing was then sent to 
the 1,600 members of the APS an-
nouncing the formation of “The 
Young Friends of the APS,” (postage 
paid by the founding members).  We 
told them what we hoped to accom-
plish and invited them to special so-
cial events that will be held at Stamp-
Show in Hartford, Connecticut this 
August.  There will be a dutch treat 
dinner Friday night and a casual gath-
ering on the bourse floor sometime 
during the show.   

The response to the mailing 
has been great.  While most cannot 
attend this show, they all want to be 
kept updated on future events.  Many 
of the respondents were greatly en-
couraged to learn that others like 

themselves existed and that the opportu-
nity of joining the group is there for 
them.  We hope to hold these Young 
Friends events at each year’s StampShow 
and at random WSP shows around the 
country.  Once set into motion, this 
group will snowball, just like my collec-
tion of philatelic friends.   

I am now a dealer, a writer, an 
exhibitor, and I give back to the hobby.  
While I was too old to join the YPLF, 
with the formation of The Young 
Friends of the APS, hopefully we can get 
the same results of the YPLF program 
for the “in-between” generation of col-
lectors.  As Fellows complete the YPLF, 
they will then be able to transition seam-
lessly into our group.  Watch for us at 
shows, it should be a lot of fun as we 
take this endeavor into the future.   

F i e l d  Tr i p / S u m m e r  S e m i n a r  P h o t o s  

In the vault at the NPM. 

At the NPM  with Allen Kane 

Above: In class at Summer 
Seminar with Wayne 
Youngblood.                     
Left, L to R: Cassi, Autumn, 
and Sarah with YPLF Advisory 
Board Chair, Don Chenevert 

L to R: Cassi, Autumn, and Sarah 
prepare for their theme table at 
the Thursday Distinguished Phi-
latelist Banquet during Summer 
Seminar. 

James Weigant serves 
on the YPLF Advisory 
Board  and  is YPLF 
Facebook page Coordi-
nator. 

Each class of Fellows has the opportunity to participate in the YPLF Field Trip that 
includes a behind-the-scenes tour of the National Postal Museum (NPM) as well as a 
day at the American Philatelic Center (APC).  This year the trip included Summer 
Seminar on Philately where Fellows could spend a week learning at the APC. 
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Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 
Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  
Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 
Adrianne McKinney, Donor Liaison ● avmckinney@gmail.com 
James Weigant, FaceBook Coordinator ● jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net 
Casey Cook, Alumni Coordinator ●  cjcook97@yahoo.com 
Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 
Janet Houser, YPLF Treasurer ● jehouser@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 

 
See us on Facebook 

Search: 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 

To receive this newsletter via 
email only, please contact 
Gretchen Moody, gretchen 

@stamps.org 

A l u m n i  n e w s  

Visit the Fellows at APS StampShow in Hartford, Connecticut, 
Booths 430 and 710 (Sponsored by Miller Stamp Company). 

August 23—24, 2014 

YPLF at NAPEX 2014 

Andrew Shaw, Class of 2011 and Tim Hodge, Class of 2012 held the YPLF booth at NAPEX in McClean, Virginia this past 
June.  They have staffed this booth for several years with product this year donated by John Hotchner.  This gives Fellows 
excellent experience in the organized hobby while giving back to the YPLF. 

Andrew reports, “The dealers were really friendly and a lot of them stopped by our booth. It was nice to see Tim and John 
and to catch up with them. I enjoyed working at the booth and of course, spent lots of money . 

Overall, it was a great show with great people and the weekend flew by!” 
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