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FOREWORD 

We presume that anyone who at any time  has made a special­
ty of  any of  our postage stamps has at one time  or another 
dreamed of putting the accumulated data into print .  Unfortu­
nately,  many collectors let it remain in  the dream stage, with the 
result that the rest of us  are never able to have access to the 
store of information that almost any specialist would gather in  
connection with his own particular specialty. 

We presume that thi s  hes itancy in some instances i s  due to the 
fact that the printed work would not be complete in many de­
tai l s ,  and that the author would prefer to wait until he feels that 
he can completely cover the field before publishing any of it .  In 
that way many books and articles never are written, with the 
result  that the hobby is that much the poorer. 

We have prepared this work with much hesitation and trep­
idation,  as we realize that it wil l  not be  complete in  many re­
spects and for that reason may add very l ittle to ph ilately. We 
marvelled at the careful work and intense study that have gone 
into the works of  such men as Dr. Carrol l  Chase, Sterling T. 
Dow, Stanley B .  Ashbrook and Lester G. Brookman, to mention 
only a few of our American authors . I t  seems inconceivable that 
a person could spend as much time as i s  needed to prepare a work 
such as each of  these men has produced and sti l l  carry on h is  
regular vocation or profession. 

This book is  presented with the full  knowledge that it  is 
fragmentary in many details and is not as thorough and complete 
as a work of this sort should be . As far as we have been able 
to ascertain , however, no exhaustive work on the B lack Jack has 
ever been published, so this  book may be considered as a begtn­
ning in a subject as yet not fully explored. As we mentioned at  
the  time we  began the series of articles from which this  book 
has been compi led ,  we welcomed the opinions , suggestions and 
additional information of  other col l ectors . in order that , together, 
we m ight accumulate al l  of the avai lable information about the 
Black Jack . vVe have received several communications and sug­
gestions from phi latel ists from a l l  parts of the  country , and for 
those suggestions we are very thankful .  A l l  of the  letters which 
we have  received personal ly have  been most fr iendly and helpfu l .  

It  i s  our  hope  that th i s  book wi l l  be accepted as i t  i s  intended, 
not as the final word on the subject  treated therein , but merely 
as a beginning, with the  hope that many other special ists may 
continue the study and that eventually the Black Jack wil l be  
as thoroughly covered as some of the other classics of  our  postal 
history . 

Ferndale, M ichigan 
October 12, 1949. 
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INTRODUCTION 

There i s  probably no other stamp which our government has 
issued to date with a nickname that has been so universally_ 
adopted as the B lack Jack .  The term derives from the color of 
the stamp, which is black, together with the further fact that 
the central figure i s  the l ikeness of our seventh president, An­
drew Jackson, hence "Jack ." ( Fig. 1) Another striking feature 
of the stamp ,  and one which distinguishes and sets it apart from 
all other of our postage stamps,  is the fact that almost the entire 
tablet is taken up by the head of Jackson_ No other of our stamps 
even approaches the B lack Jack in thi s  particular .  

The issuance of the B lack Jack resulted from the abolition 
of the one-cent carrier rate, effective as of July I, 1863 . Previous 
to that date, by the Act of March 3 ,  1855, the drop letter rate 
was fixed at one-cent. The Act of March 3, 1�3 raised the drop 
letter rate from one-cent to two-cents for letters not exceeding 
one-half ounce, but further provided that "no extra postage or 
carriers' fee shall  hereafter be charged or collected upon letters 
de l ivered by carriers, nor upon letters collected by them for 
mail ing or delivery. " Until  that t ime the letter carrier was al­
lowed to charge a "carrier fee" of one cent for every letter which 
he picked up on his  route and later deposited in the post office, 
and also one cent for every letter which he del ivered to the 
addressee. 

Because of the large number of drop letters which would 
therefore require the new rate of two cents postage, the govern­
ment ordered the i ssuance of a new denomination not heretofore 
used in our postal history , and the B lack Jack was the new stamp 
resulting therefrom.  It was produced by The National Bank 
Note Company, which at the t ime was furnishing other of our 
stamps.  The printing was from steel plates,  and at least seven 
plates are known to have been used.  The plates contained 200 
stamps each,  arranged in two panes of 100 subjects each ,  lOxlO. 

The design was from the painting of Jackson , in his later 
years , by John W. Dodge, of New York . The painting was done 
at Jackson's home, The Hermitage , at Nashvil le ,  Tennessee in 
1842 and was originally a miniature painting. While the original 
painting was a thr�e quarter length painting of the subject, 
while seated, ( frontispiece ) , only the bushy maned head of the 
hero of the Battle of New Orleans i s  used on the Black Jack . 

In  his recent very excellent work on the stamps of the nine­
teenth century, L. G. Brookman suggests that the painting from 
which the Jackson head for the B lack Jack was taken was not 
done by Dodge at all, but by M iner Kilbourne Kellogg, who went 
to The Hermitage under commission from the State of Tennessee, 
and spent six weeks in the painting of the picture which was used 
later as the basis of the B lack Jack . Brookman relies for this 
statement upon an article written by the New York student of 
early American stamps, George B .  Sloane .  Because Dodge has 
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for years been credited with the authorship of this painting and 
because the statement in Brookman's work contradicted much 
earlier investigation of this matter, we have been in touch with 
M r. Sloan since Brookman's work appeared, and Mr. Sloan is 
now of the opinion that the source of the Jackson head actually 
goes back to the Dodge miniature painting. This belief is shared 
by F. S. Ellis,  an authority on source material for the United 
States stamp designs, and Anthony Russo, the Chicago specialist 
in  the B lack Jack. 

Though scheduled for July 1, 1863, the effective date of the 
Act making advisable the issuance of a two cent stamp, the 
B lack Jack did not actually appear until July 6, 1863, three days 
after the close of the Battle of Gettysburg. I t  continued in use 
until  the appearance of the pictorial issue of 1869. It was still 
val id for postage after th is  new issue appeared ,  but usage after 
1869 i s  very rare.  

Scott gives six numbers in h i s  catalogue to the Black Jack , 
four of which are grilled variations, and the last of which is the 
re-issue of 1875, at which time the entire '61-'66 issue was re­
issued, though none of this re-issue is catalogued in used condi­
tion. 

The B lack Jack appears in shades ranging from l ight gray 
to intense black. It is perforated 1 2. While the paper on which 
the Black Jack was printed is  described generally as gray, we 
also find many copies on a very thin, almost white, paper, parti­
culary in the latter part of the Black Jack period. 
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Chapter I 

THE BLACK JACK NOT A MEMORIAL STAMP 

Although some co l lectors advance the idea that the Black 
Jack was our first mourning or memorial stamp, there is l ittle 
to support that posit ion. Probably the reason advanced by those 
who claim this to be a memorial issue i s  the fact that the stamp 
i tse l f  i s  black, the usual color for mourning stamps, such as the 
Harding memoria l ,  al though previous to that t ime ,  in  each of 
the issues of 1 847, 185 1 , 1 857 and 186 1 ,  we had a stamp that was 
black in color .  

Fig. 2. Essay. 

There are several reasons arguins· against the B lack Jack 
being a memorial stamp.  In the first place , there was nothing in 
Jackson's  h istory which should be commemorated at that parti­
cular t ime .  He  had been dead for e ighteen years and neither the 
date of his birth nor of h is  death coincided with the date of is­
suance of this particular stamp. Further, in  connection with the 
issuance of this  stamp, there were several trial color proofs. 
These color proofs were on soft India paper and included the 
following colors: l ight blue ,  chalky blue ,  green,  ol ive green, 
dull  yellow, vermi l ion ,  scarlet,  dul l  red , dul l  rose�brown, and 
gray-black . Had this been intended as a mourning stamp it is 
doubtful if proofs in colors would have been submitted . 

Another argument against the claim that this was a memorial 
issue i s  the fact that at the t ime bids were requested for the new 
two cent stamp there was at least one other design submitted. 
That design, which is described in Brazer's work on Essays for 
U. S. Adhesive Postage Stamps, and is here illustrated (Fig. 2), 
depicts an Indian head will  ful l  headdress .  Surely, had it  been 
intended that the new two cent stamp should be in memory of 
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Andrew Jackson, this Essay of an entirely different subject would 
not have been submitted. 

Just why Andrew Jackson was selected as the subject for this 
new two cent stamp is not at all certain .  Prior to  the  issuance 
of the Black Jack only three other persons had been depicted on 
our stamps. The first was, of course, Benjamin Franklin,  the 
recognized founder of our postal system, who was honored by 
being the subject of our first postage stamp. In addition to 
Franklin, w_ho appears on subsequent issues also, we find that 
Washington and Jefferson are the only two thus honored. Why 
Jackson, therefore, should have been picked for the new two cent 
stamp, rather than some of the intervening presidents (the two 
A'.dams', Madison and Monroe) is difficult to determ ine.  

We do know that the Black Jack appeared about the middle 
of the Civil War period. In fact, it first appeared three days 
after the close of the Battle of Gettysburg, on July 6, 1863. It 
is rather significant that at the height of the War Between the 
States a subject should be picked for a new· stamp from one 
of the southern states, Tennessee. That fact itself may be the 
answer to the selection of Jackson for this new issue, as it would 
surely indicate that our government still hoped to re-unite the 
states and was willing to honor one of the southern heroes on 
its postage stamps. Not only was Jaskson a native of Tennes­
see, but he was also a great favorite in the south as the Hero of, 
the Battle of New Orleans. 

Another explanation for the use of Jackson's picture is that 
such picture was readily available. It is  known that the National 
Bank Note Company, which produced the Black Jack for our 
government, had in its files the picture of Andrew Jackson from 
which the stamp was issued. There are several bank notes is­
sued by the National Bank Note Company prior to 1863 upon 
which appeared this exact likeness of Jackson as is shown on the 
Black Jack. These will be described and illustrated in a sub­
sequent. (Chapter III). 

It is also rather significant that the same likeness of Jackson 
as is used on the Black Jack appeared the month previous on a 
new two cent stamp which was issued by the Confederate States. 
This stamp appears as Scott's No. 207 and was produced by 
Archer and Daly of Richmond, Virginia. This also will be i l lus­
trated later.  (See Fig. 6). 

It would therefore seem that the claim made by some col­
lectors that the Black Jack is our first memorial stamp is with� 
out much foundation. It might rather be regarded as the first 
departure in our postal history from the original three, Franklin, 
Washington and Jefferson, and the beginning of a new era in 
which eventually all except the living presidents of the United 
States have been honored on our postage stamps. 
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Chapter II• 

THE RE-USE OF PO STAGE STAMPS 

It is a \veil recogn ized fact among ph ilatelists that particularly 
in  the early clays of our postal history 'it was not uncommon that 
people would clean postage stamps that had already been used 
and use them a secon d ti me. \V hether they thought  there was 
anything i mmoral or i l legal in this pract ice i s  not certain .  \Ve 
do know, hown·e1-. that our government offici als ,became very 
much concerned about such pract ice  and · sought by va1-iou� 
methods to prevent the re-use of our postage stamps. 

By the Act of Ju ly  1 6, 18(12, the  re-use of our postage stamps 
was made an offense punishable by imprisonment i n  the peni­
tent iary.  Paragraph Xo . 27 of  the Postal Regulat ions of the  
Post Office Directory o f  1863 provides as fol lows : 

"The removal of a cancelling mark from a postage stamp 
once used, with intent to use the same again, or the buying 
or selling or using of such stamps, is a high offence, pun­
ishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary." 

There \Vere several spec ific methods of treating stamps by 
which it was hoped it wou l d  be imposs ib l e  to re-use them. Two 
of  these methods were government-sponsored , and the others 
were more or less l e ft to the ind ividual  postmaster .  

Probably the most effective way devised for prevent ing the 
re-use of our postage stamps occurred during the B lack Jack 
period. This \\·as the method of "gri l l ing" our postage stamps .  
This consisted of 2n embossing that was appli ed to the stamps. 
while st ill in fu l l  sheets. by a steel rol ler  ,vhich was made up of  
a seri es of  points or "bosses . ' ' After the pr in t ing of  the stamps,  
but  before issuance to the postmaster, these sheets would he 
passed under the  grill roller .  wh ich  would make indentations or 
ernbossings on the stamp i tself. Then .  when the stamp \vas af­
fixed to a letter and cancelled ,  the cancel l ing ink \vould work its 
way i nto these depressions caused by the grill, and anyone later 
attempting to remove the ink would tear and thus destroy the 
s tamp i tse l f .  Therefo1-e i ts  re-use would  be pre\·ented .  Al ­
though the exact date  of  issue is not known , the first gri l l ed  
stamp appeared i n  1 867. about  the m iddle  o f  the per iod in  which 
the B lack Jack was in  use . 

Ordinari ly the gril ls d id not cover the ent ire stamp.  �hey 
were i n  the form of rectangles and consisted of  va 1- ious sizes, 
depending upon the i ssue of the stamp . On the B lack Jack we 
find four s izes of grills and they are l isted by Scott as the D, Z, 
E and F gr ill s .  They are all given a separate l i st ing in the Stand­
ard Catalogue and vary i n  value according to the type gri l l .  
While i t  is a rather simple matter to determine  the type  of gri l l  
on an  off-cover stamp . wh ich  can  be examined on i ts reverse 
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side, it is not so easy to determine the type grill when the stamp 
is affixed to a cover. • 

The grilling of stamps passed out with the issue of 1875, and 
thereafter the government sought to prevent the re-use of stamps 
by enforcing the law making it a Federal offense to use a postage 
stamp a second time. 

A second type or method used to prevent or discourage the 
re-use of stamps was by means of  "patent" cancellations. There 
were various types of patent cancellations, the distinguishing 
detail of which was a sharp cutting edge which was a part of the 
cancelling device and which would cut the surface of the stamp 
and perm i t  the cancell ing ink to penetrate. It would then be 
practically impossible to remove the cancell ing ink without 
tearing or damaging the stamp and thus preventing its re-use .  

Fred Schmalzriedt of Detroit ,  the nationally recognized auth­
ority on patent cancellations, reports only three cities using 
the patent cancel lation during the Black Jack period . These all 
happened to be in the State of New York and each of the three 
cities used the same type of patent cancel lation . The cities are 
Buffalo, Albany and Troy. 

The particular part of the patent cancellation which cut the 
surface of the stamp could be any shape or size .  In  the Buffalo 
patent cancellation the cutting device was a small circle, con­
tained in a larger circle and it  is i l lustrated in Fig. 3 .  

Generally i t  can be said that the  patent cancellation was an 
effective method of preventing the use of stamps a second time. 

Fig. 3. Arrow Points to Buffalo Patent Cancellaiion. 
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A third method designed to prevent . the re-use of stamps, and 
by far the most intriguing, was what is known as the Francis 
Patent .  Dr. S. W. Francis ,  a New York City chemist ,  conceived 
the idea of soaking the stamps before issuance in an alkaline 
solution , which treatm ent turned the paper brown.  To cancel 
the stamp after , it had been affixed to the cover a l l  that was neces­
sary was to tbtich the stamp with a sponge or rag saturated with 
acid. This ·woii ld turn the stamp blue immediately. This was· 
svbstahtially the principle used in cancel l ing the B lood local 
stamps .  

Ten thousand copies of the B lack Jack were treated in this 
manner and sent by the National Bank Note Company early iri 
1 865 to the postmaster in Newport,  Rhode Island .  As far a& 
the  Newport postmaster was concerned he thought the idea was 
exce.llent and he sent a glowing report of the experiment to the 
Postmaster General . Nothing more seems to have come of this 
experiment,  however, and although there are several known 
copies of this Francis patented paper in unused condition , in­
cluding one block of four, which the author has in h is  collection. 
covers bearing the  stamp in a cancel led condition are very rare. 
Although Luff reports having seen some ,  it has not been my 
pr ivi lege ever to have seen an authenticated cancelled copy of 
the B lack Jack on the patented Francis paper. 

St i l l  another device which was patented to prevent the re­
use of postage stamps was what is known as the Loewenberg 
Patent, which the inventor called a "self-cancell ing" method. 
Letters Patent #45057 were issued on November 15,  1864 to 
Henry Loewenberg of 400 Fourth Street ,  New York City, cov­
ering this idea .  The principle involved i n  the Loewenberg patent 
is what we now generally know as the  decalcomania or the trans­
fer principle .  The impression of the stamp desired was applied 
to an adhesive substance on transparent paper, so that the de­
sign would be  "distinctly visible through the paper." If the 
stamp were then affixed to an envelope i t  could not be removed 
without destroying the entire design.  

This method did not prove to be very practical . A certain 
number of copies of the Black Jack on the Loewenberg patented 
paper were made, although I have been unable to ascertain the 
exact number which were thus produced. Although I have 
such a copy in my collection an i l lustration of it here would not 
be particularly helpful. Some of the fine detail of the actual 
stamp is missing and one gets the impression upon examining 
such a copy that it is  the result of an attempt to forge the Black 
Jack itself. 

Another term sometimes used in referring to paper treated 
in this manner is "gold beaters skin ." Mr. Loewenberg was not 
successful in selling this patent to the United States Govern­
ment, but he was able to interest the Prussian Government in 
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his patent and sold them the idea. The 1866 set of Prussian 
stamps was issued under this patent. 

One of the more ingenious methods which was invented to 
prevent the re-use of stamps was what is known as the Morison 
Patent envelope, sometimes referred to as the Leeds-Franklin 
envelope.  This envelope was manufactured by William P.  Lyon 
of New York City and the principle feature consisted of a "win­
.dow" in the envelope. The stamp was affixed to the insert and 
was visible through this window in the envelope,  which window 
had a perpendicular and horizontal bar, which was also adhesive 
in nature and which stuck to the face of the stamp. On opening 
the envelope and removing the insert the adhesive bars of the 
window would adhere to and thus destroy the face of the stamp 
and thereby prevent its re-use. 

There were undoubtedly several other devices and methods 
used to prevent the common practice of cleaning and re-using 
stamps during this entire period, but the methods and devices 
mentioned above seem to be the best known. 
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Chapter Ill 

C O L L AT ERAL S OURCE S  A N D  AUTO GRAPH 
MATERIAL 

In any specialized stamp collection the collateral or second­
ary items form a most interesti ng part. and are often more in­
triguing to the non-col lector than the stamps themselves. These 
collateral i tems  would include material showing the same like­
ness of the subject as that which appears on the stamp or the 
issue bein g  specialized, togethe 1· with any other data or infor­
mation which bears upon the spec i alty itse lf .  If a single stamp 
i s  the sub;ect of the spec ializat ion, as in this  case,  not only 
would i tems bearing the p icture of the subject be pertinent but 
also specimens of the signature of the person honored , as shown 
on his actual letters or on offi cial documents .  

In a study of the  Black Jack \Ye find that th is  col lateral mater­
ial  is qu i t e plentiful, and it adds much to the i n t erest  in the spec­
ializat ion of t h i s  part i cular s tamp . 

Fig. 4. $1.00 Bank Note Showing Jackson. 

The first use of which I can find any record of the same pic­
ture of Andrew Jackson as appears on the Black Jack was an 
even dozen years prior to its appearance on our first two cent 
stamp . The wel l-known firm of Danforth ,  Bald & Company 
prepared for the Government Stock Bank of Ann Arbor, Mich­
igan a one dollar bank note which contains the same likeness of 
Andrew Jackson as appears on the stamp ( Fig. 4) ,  and notes 
of this issue bear as early a date as July 1, 1851, some nine years 
after Dodge pa inted the portra it , and six years after Jackson's 
death .  

One of the most attractive of the bank notes bearing Jackson's 
l ikeness is the beautifully engraved three dollar bank note of  the 
American Bank of Baltimore, Maryland , which was engraved 
in 1863 , the year the stamp first appeared , by the National Bank 
Note Company, also the engravers of the B lack Jack. This note 
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is i l lustrated herewith (Fig. 5) , and an examination of it will 
disclose many other interesting details characteristic of the peri­
od: the old style locomotive, the church steeple in the distance, 
the carriage with horses waiting at the station, and other oc­
cupational scenes. 

Fig. 5. A $3.00 Bank Note With Same Portrait As on Stamp. 

The other bank notes which bear the same likeness of Jack­
son as appears on the B lack Jack are as follows: 

$5.00. Farmers Merchants Bank of Cecil County, Elkton, 
Maryland. <National Bank Note Co.l 1864. 

$5.00. The Mechanics Bank of Memphis, Tennessee . 
<Danforth, Wright & Co.> 1854. 

$3.00. Central Bank of Alabama, Montgomery. <Baldwin, 
Bald & Cousland.) 1853. 

$5.00. The Bank of America of Clarksville, Tennessee. 
<American Bank Note Co.) 

$1.00. The Mechanics Bank of Memphis, Tennessee. 
<Danforth, Wright & Co.) 1854. 

$5.00. Bank of the Ohio Savings Institute, of Tiffin, Ohio. 
<Danforth, Wright & Co.> 1855. 

$1,000.00. Confederate States of America, Montgomery, 
Alabama. <National Bank Note Co.> 1861. 

$1.00. Bank of East Tennessee," Knoxville. <Danforth, 
Wright & Co.> January 1, 1854. 

$5.00. The Southern Bank of Tennessee, Memphis, 
Tennessee (Danforth, Wright and Company) 1854. 

$10.00. The Cincinnati and Little Rock Slate Company, 
Little Rock, Ark. <Danforth, Wright and Company) 1855. 

It will thus be seen that the National Bank Note Company, 
which produced the Black Jack, was not the only engraving firm 
having in its files this picture of Andrew Jackson. 

Another secondary or collateral item is the two cent Confed­
erate States stamp which was produced by Archer and Daly, of 
Richmond,  Virginia, in May of 1863 ( Fig. 6) . This stamp has 
as its main design the same picture of Andrew Jackson as ap� 
pears on the B lack Jack, although it does not fill the entire tablet, 
as it does on our two cent stamp. This Confederate States stamp 
was engraved by Frederick Halpin , who was a Northerner and 
a well-known engraver, but who, early in the War, slipped 
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through the l ines and entered the city of Richmond, where he 
engraved this  stamp for the Confederate government . It was 
printed in  brown-red but i s  subject to fading, with the result 
that many of the copies are not of the original brown-red color 
but are of a faded pale red. The paper is coarse and porous. 
and is almost buff in color. This  stamp is catalogued much 
higher used than in i t s  unused condi t ion , probably clue to its 
comparatively late appearance in the life of the Confederacy and 
the l imited use of a two cent stamp under the postal regulations 
of The Confederate States. 

Other very interesting collateral i tems are the memorial 
badges which were issued in memory of Andrew Jackson. The 
author has two distinct types of th is badge, one of which is 
i l lustrated here ( Fig. 7 ) . These memorial badges are printed in 
black on wh ite si lk ribbon , but I have not been able to ascertain 
the exact purpose o f  the ir  i ssuance nor the occasion or date upon 
which they appeared .  The badge i l lustrated herewith shows 
the full  portrait of Andrew Jackson,  from which the vignette for 
the stamp was taken.  The badge also pictures his old home, The 
Hermitage, and contains an appropriate poem. 

Fig. 6. 2c Confederate Stamp. 

One of the most unusual of the collateral i tems ,  and the latest 
use of the Jackson p icture that I have been able to find, i s  a snuff 
stamp produced in 1875 by the Continental Bank Note Com­
pany of New York . ( Fig. 8). I t  i s  the only one of our revenue 
stamps to bear th is  picture of J aclison an'd is a beautifully en­
graved item. It is pr inted in black on green paper and is rich 
in its fine detail .  The i l lustration here shown is a portion of 
the copy in the special ized Black Jack collection of Anthony C. 
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Fig. 7. Memorial Badge. 
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Russo of Chicago . who has kindly permitted me to photograph 
this  most unusual item. I have recently been fortunate enough 
to secure a fine copy for my own col lect ion . 

A lmost the ent ire p icture of Jackson as painted i n  the min ia­
ture by Dodge is shown on the reverse s ide  of a patriotic envel­
ope i l lustrated here (Fig. 9). This unusual cover is  a lso from the 
Russo collection and incl udes an :tclaptation of the famous quo-

Fig. 8. Portion of Snuff Revenue Stamp. 

tation from Jackson's speech given at the first Jefferson Day 
dinner, on April 1 3 ,  1830, four  years after Jefferson's death, at 
the famous I ndian Queen Hotel in  Washington.  At this Jeffer­
son Day dinner Jackson stunned the Southern Congressmen, 
many of whom had threatened secession be cause of the tariff of 
1 828, ( The Tariff of "Abominations") by propos ing the following 
toast : "Our Federal Union: It must be preserved ." 
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Fig. 9. Reverse Side of E�velope. 

After this chapter appeared as one in a series of articles on 

the Black Jack there was submitted to me for purchase the very 
plate used in the p�inting of the patriotic envelope here illus­
trated. It is made of a soft white metal, but has been covered by 
a preservative and appears to be in perfect condition. It seems 
almost incredulous that some eighty or eighty-five years after 

use that this plate should be found . You may be sure that I 
purchased same immediately and I consider it a most valuable 
collateral item in my collection of J acksonia. 

Other collateral material which is of interest are deeds and 
other docti'nients signed by Andrew Jackson, some of which are 
in existance . : These were signed by Jackson both while president 
and in his earlier days while presiding as a judge in some of the 
courts in the state of Tennessee. An interesting stampless cov­
er, franked by Andrew Jackson in his own handwriting, and 
written just before he relinquished the Presidency, will be illus­
trated and discussed later in this chapter. 
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AUTOGRAPH MATERIAL 

Col lateral material , which is always interesting to collectors 
who special ize in any single stamp, includes letters or documents 
s igned by the person who is  honored on the stamp i tself .  For­
tunate ly there are copies  of  the handwrit ing of most of the per­
sons who are depicted on the stamps of the United States .  I n  
the case of Andrew Jackson,  o u r  seventh pres ident and t h e  sub­
ject of the Black Jack, severa l spec imens of h i s  handwr i ting are 
in existence . He had been in publ i c  l i fe for many years , both 
through his m i l itary explo its, which were numerous. and also as 
a j udge in the courts of  Tennessee . Th i s  was fol lowed by e ight 
years as pres ident of  the United States .  and from these several 
periods in J ackson 's  life we have specimens of  h i s  handwri t ing. 

Jackson \\·as elected pres ident over John Quincy Adams in 
1 828 i n  what has been termed a ''Revolt of the  West ." H e  was 
the first president to be elected from west of  the A llegheny 
Mountains and h i s  victo1-y over Adams was hai led as a v ictory 
for "the people," as Jackson l iked to term i t .  

Feeling that  the government had for too many years been 
i n  the hands of  the  profess ional  poli t i c ians ,  Jackson set  about to 
return the government and the offic ial pos it ions to ''the peop le ." 
This  resulted in  such a turnover i n  public offices that Jackson 
i s  charged with start ing what i s  known as the Spo i ls System, so 
named from the expression "To the victor belongs the spo i l s ." 

Whi le i t  is true that there was a very large replacement of 
offic ialdom at Washington soon after Jackson became pres ident, 
the real reason was not that he  wanted to turn out the opposi­
tion but rather that he  wanted to put the common people ,  a:� he 
though t ,  in office. This constant turnover in  offic ia l  pos i t ions 
upon the elect ion of a new president, part icu larly i f  from an op­
pos i te pol i t ical party , was final ly corrected for the most part by 
the adopt ion of the C iv i l  Service System .  which is sti l l  in effect 
and which safeguards most government employees in their em­
p loyment . 

Supporting the claim that Jackson founded the Spo i ls System , 
and as documentary proof of h i s  des i re to reward h i s  friends by 
good positions,  the following Jetter i s  exhib ited (Fig. 10) . One 
interesting feature about the Jetter i s  that i t  contains the hand­
writ ing of two presidents of  the United States, being franked by 
Andrew Jackson as president, and the letter itself  having been 
written and addressed in  long hand by James Buchanan, who 
later became the fifteenth president of  the United States. Com­
pared to h is  earlier s ignatures the handwri t ing of Andrew Jack­
son, as he franked this letter,  shows h i s  advancing years. 

I t  is possibly unfair to exhibit this letter as proof of Jackson 's 
desire to make a place for his friends in public office. I t  is well 
known that James Buchanan was a clever politician and having 
himself come from the state of Pennsylvania, and having repre­
sented the people of that state in Congress for several terms, it 
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Fig. ID. Letter Franked by Andrew Jackson. 

is perfectly possible that the person to be rewarded. by appoint­
ment to an office in the Custom House was a personal friend of 
Mr .  Buchanan and not of Mr .  Jackson, and that Buchanan pre­
vailed upon the president to find a position for his ,  Buch:nan 's, 
friend. 

In any event, the fo l lowing letter has considerable interest 
from an historical standpoint as well as being a choice phi latelic 
item.  The letter reads as follows: 

Dear Sir-

1 have been requested by the President to say to you that 
it would give him much pleasure if you could confer upon 
the bearer, Mr. Bernard Maguire, some suitable situation in 
the Custom House, Philadelphia. The President has long 
known and highly esteemed him and he is desirous of hav­
ing some provision made for him before his term of office 
expires. Mr. Maguire will carry with him ample testimon­
ials to show that the President's good opinion is well found­
ed. 

Major James N. Barker. 

From your friend, 
Very respectfully, 
James Buchanan. 
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Chapter IV 

U S E  O F  T H E  Zc J A C K S O N  STAMP W I T H  T H E  

D E M O NETIZED I S S U ES 

At  the outbreak of the Civ i l  War the stamps of  the 1 85 1 -57 
i ssue were in use throughout the country, both North and South . 
Fort Sumter was fired upon on Apri l 12 .  1 861 , and the Civ i l  \Var 
was on. Thus .  property in the form of postage stamps and be­
longing to the Federal Government was suddenly found to be in 
the hands of  the postmasters throughout the seceded states. 
Property of  a l l  kinds belonging to the Federal Government was 
taken over by the government of  these seceding states or by the 
Confederacy i tself .  Such property incl�ded munit ions ,  stores, 
forts. currency and ·would. of course. include postage stamps in 
the hands of  the many postmasters throughout the southern 
states . 

Seven of  the southern states had already seceded before Fort 
Sumter was fired upon, but they cont inued to use the United 
States stamps .  According to Luff, beginning in May of 1 861 
the Federal GO\·ernment, through Post Office Department d i rec­
t ives i ssued by Postmaster-General Montgomery B lair, demone­
t i zed both the adhesive stamps and the stamped paper in  use at 
the t ime, which  was the 1 85 1 -57 i ssue. offering to redeem all such 
stamps as would be returned i mmediately to the Department. 
This  privi lege of redemption was term inated early in 1 863 , i t  ap­
pearing that by then suffic ient t ime had been al lowed for al l  
postmasters to return any of the demonetized issues that  they 
may have had on hand . 

Just  how successful the demonetizat ion was,  as i t  affected the 
stamps in the hands of  the postmasters in  the seceded states .  is 
not certain .  Luff reports that several thousand complete sets 
were available after the War, and it is supposed that most of 
these unused stamps came from the stocks of the postmasters in 
the southern states . who had not surrendered them to the gov­
ernment in compliance with an order i ssued by the Postmaster­
General o f  the Confederate States , John H. Reagan.  

Because i t  was necessary to get out  an entire new set to re­
place the demoneti zed issue i t  was not poss ible to p lace the new 
stamps in the hands of a l l  postmasters i mmediately . El l iott 
Perry, who has made a special  study of  the demoneti zation of 
the 1 85 1 -57  i ssue, reports that the first supply of  the new stamps 
was made avai lable on August 16 ,  1 86 1 ,  i n  New York City.  On 
the fol lowing clay the postmaster at Balt imore received h i s  sup­
ply .  From then on, as the contractors could supply these stamps, 
the postmasters throughout the northern states received their 
suppl ies .  At the same t ime they received the  stamps they also 
received a d i rect ive from the Post Office Department which re-
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Fig. 1 1 . Cover Showing le (ScoU's 42F) Used Wilh 
2c Black Jack to Make 3c Rate. 

Fig. 1 2. Another Cover Similar to Fig. 1 1. 
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quired them to advertise that the old stamps could be turned in 
as exchange for the new stamps for a period of six days. There­
after such stamps could not be used for mail ing letters out of 
that office. 

The directive also contained another provision as to incom­
ing mail .  The country was divided into three zones and post­
masters were directed to accept and deliver mail on which the 
old stamps were used from these various zones up to a certain 
date. The last zone consisted of the states west of the Rocky 
Mountains,  from which area the old stamps were acceptable up 
to January 1 ,  1 862. Stan ley Ashbrook, in  h is  excellent work 
"The Uni ted States One-Cent Stamp of  1 85 1 -57," has collected 
much of  the material resulting from the research of Elliott Perry, 
which first appeared in " Pat 's Paragraphs ."  From this  it ap­
pears that the new stamps were not delivered to postmasters by 
zones, at al l ,  and in  some cases one postmaster would  receive 
the new stamps two months before a neighboring postmaster 
might  receive h i s .  The whole  procedure resulted i n  cons ider­
able confus ion ,  but after January 1 .  1 862 none of the demone­
t ized stamps were acceptable as postage anywhere i n  the country . 

I t  can thus be seen that by the t ime the B lack Jack appeared, 
July 6, 1 863, none of the 1 85 1 -57 stamps were legal ly acceptable  
for postage. I n  fact . postmasters were  specifically instructed 
to regard al l  mail as unpaid i f  i t  was franked by that issue of 
stamps .  Any use of  the B lack Jack ,  therefore, must  have been 
some two years after the outbreak of the War, and  at least a year 
and a half after the last order was i s sued by the Post Office De­
partment rendering these stamps valueless for postage. 

The latest use of the B lack Jack with a demonetized stamp 
that I have found is  on a cover dated November 1 3 , 1 865,  ( Fig. 
1 1 ) ,  over four years after the demonetization. It is  a first class 
letter, requiring the ordinary three cents postage. The cover is 
most interesting. I t  or iginated in Adrian, M ichigan, and was 
addressed to New York City. In  addition to the B lack Jack, it  
bears a copy of the demonetized Scott's No.  42F to make up the 
three cent rate,  both stamps being tied together and then to the 
cover by a neat quartered-circle cancellation . Somewhere en­
route, either at the point of origin ,  which would appear more 
probable ,  or at the office of del ivery, the insufficiency of the 
postage, because of  the use of  a demonetized one cent stamp, 
was d iscovered, and an acceptable three cent stamp was affixed 
to the letter. The cancellatiops upon the original postage and 
on the added three cent stamp appear to be identical, so it is fair 
to presume the error was discovered in Adrian and new postage 
paid and affixed at that point . 

In connection with this particular cover i t  is interesting to 
note that additional postage of two cents would have been suffi­
cient, as the B lack Jack was legal postage at the time. These 
interesting circumstances, together with the further fact that 
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the cover contains a nice corner card, make it unusually inter­
esting and rare. 

Another attractive cover showing the use of the Black Jack 
with a demonetized stamp is shown in Fig. 12. The B lack Jack 
is  especially well centered, i s  tied by the clearly struck town 
mark of Indiana, Pennsylvania, and is tied to the demonetized 
one cent stamp of 1 857 by a neat grid  cancellation. Why this 
underpayment of the three cent rate was not discovered,  espec­
ially at the office of delivery , the capitol of our nation, is  d ,fficult 
to understand.  The use in this particular case was at least two 
ful l  years after the one cent stamp had been demonetized. Al­
though no year date is  shown in the cancellation, it does show 
October 23 ,  and as the B lack Jack did not appear until July of 
1 863, the letter could not have been mailed earlier than October 
23, 1863, so two fo l l  y ears and possibly more elapsed before t h . s  
cover went through the mails .  

At the t ime of demonetization there was a one cent stamped 
envelope, designed for drop letters,  which had been in use for 
less than a year, having been issued in October of 1 860. Some 
students refer to this as the one cent "star" envelope. For some 
reason this stamped envelope was not demonetized but contin­
ued in use until i t  was replaced by the B lack Jack stamped en ­
velope in  1 863 . An example of this one cent star envelope, used 
with the B lack Jack, is  here shown ( Fig. 1 3 ) , both struck by a 
beautiful grid cancellation and carrying the New York town 
mark with the month-of-issue of the Black Jack cancellation, 
July, 1 863. Any month-of-issue cover of the B lack Jack is  a rare 
item and when coupled with the one cent star envelope it makes 
a very interesting and attractive cover. 

Fig. 1 3. A 2c Black Jack Used Wiih le 1863 Envelope to 
Make Up 3c Rate. 
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Chapter V 

THE NORTH I L E S B ORO C O V ER 

One of the pleasant and sat isfy ing by-products of ph i lately i s  
the wi l l ingness and de s i re of other co l lectors to share with you 
the resu l ts  of the i r s tudy and the enj oyment of the ir  cho ice  i tems .  
Without th i s  refresh ing spi ri t of  cooperation this book would not 
be possible . nor would most of  the books on ph i lately be pub­
l ished . Th i s  wi l l ingness to cooperate rem inds me of  the " North 
Is lesboro" cover. 

Fig. 14. "North Islesboro" Cover. 

A few years ago I added to my col lect ion a most in terest ing 
i tem and one that is probably unique ( Fig .  1 4) . I t  was success ive­
ly in the col lect ions of \N i l l i am S. ·wh i te  and John W .  Thorne.  
The cover i tse l f  i s  one of  the  rarest caricature patr iot ics, Laur­
ence No. 993 . The envelope is buff in  color and the i l lustrat ion 
i s  in black . I t  p ictures ' ' Jeff ' Davis  attending a s ick negro.  and 
underneath the p icture is the com ment. "Oh ! Massa Jeff, d is  
Sesesh Fever  wi l l  k i l l  de  Nigger . "  

The letter i s  franked by  one copy each of  the B lack Jack and 
the one cent stamp of  the  1 861 i ssue ,  ( S cott's No. 63) to make 
up the regular three cent  rate, a lway s an interest ing combina­
t ion .  I t  i s  addressed through Fortress Monroe, Virginia , to one 
Wm. R .  Combs "on board Sehr .  l\1ontezuma."  

B ut i t  i s  neither the patr iot ic  design nor the postage combina­
t ion that mades th i s  so i ntr igu ing a cover. Rather i t  is the town 
marking that e l ic i ts  our i nterest ,  "North I s leboro, U." ,  once 
lightly and once perfectly stru ck in  br ight blue ,  and both tying 
the stamps to the cover. 
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Where was "North Islesboro, U." ? One would naturally con­
clude that the "U" of the town marking stood for Utah, which 
began to be colonized late in the '40's, although it was not ad­
mitted to the Union until 1896, as our forty- fifth state. 

An examination of the Post Office Directory for 1 863 , the 
year of issue of the B lack Jack, l ists only one post office by the 
name of North I slesboro, that in Waldo County, Maine. The 
Directory at the close of the B lack Jack period, that of 1868, 
again lists only this one office of that name, though now come of 
age as "North Islesborough." 

The natural conclusion would therefore be that this was after 
all a Maine cover and that there was some special significance to 
the "U" in the marking. At about this same time Sterling T. 
Dow's splendid "Maine Postal History and Post M arks" ap- · 
peared, so I i mmediately contacted Mr .  Dow to see if he might 
have an explanation of this marking, as it seemed quite certain 
b)( now that the only North Isleboro was located in Maine. 

An interesting correspondence with Mr. Dow and others 
resulted from my inquiry. Both he and the late Dr. George D. 
Chase,  retired dean of Graduate Study of the University of Maine 
and a student of Maine postmarks, have personally examined 
this cover. Mr. Dow is  of the opinion that the cover did not 
originate in Utah . Dr. Chase, on the other hand, had a logical 
and interesting explanation of the origin of the cover, although 
he admitted that there is not a great deal in fact to support this 
position. 

Dr .  Chase stated that there was a strong group of Mormons 
in the '60's in North I sleboro, Maine, and that there was mucn 
migration to the West at that t ime.  The pre!'umption is that 
these Maine settlers went to Utah and there named the new set­
tlement after the old Maine home town,  as was so common in 
the settlement of all of the states of the West. One of these 
Maine settlers in Utah apparently had a male relative in the 
naval service on the " Montezuma," off Fortress Monroe , and this 
letter was written under such circumstances. 

This exp lanation seems to be as logical as any, yet there is 
not a great deal in fact to support it. Why a post office by the 
name of North Islesboro, in Utah, if one actually was in ex­
istence, even though for only a short period, was not listed in 
the official post office directory is difficult to explain . 

I t  is j ust such a question as this that makes cover collecting, as 
compared to the collection of off-cover stamps, so fascinating. 
The cover, with its various postal marks, tel ls so much more of 
the story than does the single stamp, and provokes so much 
study and research in other fields, that cover collecting has now 
become one of the most popular phases of philately. 

Naturally I am very anxious to have any information which 
will  throw any light upon the source of the cover i l lustrated 
herein. Anyone having any information or suggestions will 
surely confer upon me a service i f  they communicate such to me. 
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Chapter VI 

DIE AND PLATE PROOFS 

The general sub� cct  of Proofs a s  i t  app l i e s  to Phi lately is very 
definitely a spec .alty, and should be treated only by an expert. 
In fact , i t  i s  so specia l ized a study that students of  proofs have 
formed the ir  own organization. known as the Essay Proof So­
ciety , and their  studies have contributed much to phi lately .  

Because the study of  proofs i s  a special ity I shal l  make no 
attempt to do anyth ing except br iefly l i s t  and descr ibe the proofs 
related to the B lack Jack .  These could be grouped as fol lows : 
D ie  Proofs. Trial  Color Proofs, and Plate Proofs.  

In Scott 's United States Stamp Catalogue proofs are de­
fined as "trial pr int ings o f  a stamp made from the original die 
or the finished plate . ' '  This  cle iln i tion i s  su:f ic ient  for the pur­
pose of th i s  d iscussion. 

Adverti sements for bids for new issues of  stamps frequently 
inv i ted the submiss ion of  Proo fs in "trial" colors. in order that 
the Postmaster General m ight m ake a selection from a variety 
of colors and shades .  T h . s  plan was fol lowed in the lett ing of 
the contract fo r the printing o f  the B lack Jack, as previously 
mentioned in an earl ier  chapter. Scott ' s  Special ized Catalogue 
l i s ts  the fo l lo w ing eleven trial color proofs of the B lack Jack : 
hght blue.  dull  cha lky blue ,  green, o l ive  green. dull  yellow, ver­
mil ion ,  scarlet, dull reel. dull rose. brown and gray-black.  

Most of  the tr ial  color proofs of  the B lack Jack are on India 
paper . This i s  a soft ,  porous paper and the resu l t  a fter t he i m­
print i s  a soft color, approaching a paste l .  I have found these 
color proofs, because o f  the soft and loose texture of the India 
paper upon which they were pr i n ted , very vulnerable to damage 
and discoloration. The face of these proofs can be easily dam­
aged by even casual contact with a rough surface which would 
not affect the ordinary printed stamps.  

Fig. 1 5. Plate Proof o n  India. 
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Die proofs are divided into "large" and "small" die proofs, 
so denominated because of the size of the paper upon which they 
were printed. As the name indicates, "die" proofs are single 
impressions ,  made from the die itself, as contrasted to "plate" 
proofs, which are printed from the full plate a fter the process of 
transferring the subj ects from the die to the phte by means of 
the transfer roll has been completed . We find both small  and 
large die proofs of the B lack Jack, as well as plate proofs both on 
India paper and on a l ight white cardboard . A plate proof block 
of fourteen on I ndia paper, formerly in  the Southgate collection, 
is shown in  Fig. 1 5 . Generally speaking, proofs show the fine  
detai l  of the engraving much  more clearly than  do the  stamps 
themselves . 

I l lustrated here are two rare die proofs which were made for 
spec i fic purposes .  The first is known as the " Roosevelt" d ie ,  so 
named because i t .was printed during the administration of Theo­
dore Roosevelt in  1904. 

Eighty-five sets of die proofs of al l  of our e::trly stamps were 
prepared by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. They were 
printed on white wove paper, mounted in  albums ,  and presented 

Fig. 1 6. Cardboard Die Proo·f Show­
ing Engraver's Marks. 

Fig. 1 7. Rare Die Proof. 

to officials and prominent persons during Theodore Roosevelt's 
administration , suggestive of the  famous Farley imperfs. The 
stamps were mounted on gray cardboard and the copy illustrated 
here ( Fig. 16) shows this gray cardboard around the edges of the 
die proof. The marks of the engraver on this proof are also very 
noticeable .  

The second die proof i l lustrated here ( Fig. 17) i s  an extreme� 
ly rare item and is  probably one of  only three i n  existence.  In 
19 12, under orders issued by the Postmaster General ,  al l  stamps, 
proofs,  revenues and other s imi lar i tems in the Post Office De-
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partment were turned over to the United States National Muse­
um for the purpose of making a specia l exhibit of United States 
stamps for the San Francisco Exposi t ion,  somet imes known a s  
the Panama-Pacific Exposit ion .  In  order to comply with the 
instructions from the Post Office Department i t was found neces­
sary to order a spec ial print ing of die proofs from the B ureau 
of Engraving and Printing. It was understood that on ly two 
sets of these proofs were issued, one for the San Francisco exhibi­
tion and the other for the United States Nat ional Museum, known 
as the Smithsonian Institution . Joseph B .  Leavy , former phi l ­
ate l i st at the M useum ,  prepared an art ic le  on th i s  special  print­
ing for the Phi latel ic  Gazette, which article appeared in  the June,  
1 91 5  issue ( Pages 1 1 7- 1 25 ) .  In  th is  art ic le  Mr .  Leavy states that 
there were only two sets printed and th is statement was never 
quest ioned until the famous Southgate collection was sold. 
Brookman, in his work on the United States stamps of 1 847, also 
refers to only two sets o f  the pr int ing of  th i s  proof , but there is 
now no quest ion but that at least a th ird set was printed . The 
d ie proof here  i l lu strated was in the Southgate col l ect ion,  but 
i s  now in  the author 's col lect ion . 

According to Leavy, the B lack Jack proof of th is  spec ial 
pr int ing was printed from the original  d ie  engraved by the Na­
tional Bank Note Company. I t  i s  on a dark cream colored 
I nd ia  paper, and examinat ion under glass shows many of the  
engraver ' s marks ,  such as the corner dots ,  the l ines  a long the 
s ide and other  marks used in  the engrav ing of  th is  stamp . 

A rather unusual  set  of proofs i n  colors was prepared for dis­
play at the I nternational Cotton Exhib it ion i . Atlanta ,  Georgia 
in 1881 . These proofs were printed on a th i:-i  card and resemble 
somewhat the tr ia l  color proofs ,  although the card i s  heavier than 
the India paper proo fs .  These color proofs , which are gener­
ally known as "Atlanta" proofs , after the c ity in wh ich they were 
first exh ib i ted , are in black, scarlet, brown, green and blue, and 
are attractive items . 

As far as I have been able to ascertain , there are no other 
proofs of the B lack Jack except as described herein.  
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Fig. 18. Cover Showing Printed Address (Except Town). 

Fig. 1 9. Printed Precancel Not Applied on Stamp. 

Fig. 20. Same Printed on Stamp. 
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Chapter VII 

PRECAN C E L L I N G  OF T H E  2 CENT BLACK 
JACK STAMP 

Students of  the subj ect are not in  complete agreement as  to 
which  of our postage stamps was first precance l led . Some con­
tend that the earl i est  precancel  i n  our postal h i story appears on 
our very first stamp, the five-cent stamp of 1 847. There is  much 
d i spute , however,  as to whether the " W hee l ing Grid," which ap­
pears on th i s  stamp, is actual ly a precancel or m erely a control 
mark.  It i s a proven fact that th is  grid was struck on the stamp 
before use, but i t  seems j ust as certain that such stamps were also 
cancel led after be ing affixed to the cover,  thus to some extent 
negati ving the c la im that i t  is really a precance l .  The several 
opinions of the students of th i s  subj ect are thoroughly summar­
ized by Brookman in  h i s  recent work "The 1 847 I ssue of United 
States Stamps," which subj ect matter he has also included in 
his later work . "The 1 9th Century Postage Stamps of the United 
States" (Chapter V I, page 64) . 

The next precance l ,  i f  we accept the  V\Theel ing Grid as a pre­
cancel ,  was probably that of Cumberland ,  Maine .  Sterl ing T. 
Dow, in his very fine work, "Maine Postal H istory and Post­
marks ,"  descr ibes and i l l u strates five dist inct types of this  printed 
precancel ,  which he describes as "the earl iest undisputed pre­
cance l s  in the United States . " 

The story of the Cumberland precancels i s  very interesting 
and I borrow freely from Dow i n  te l l ing i t .  Horace I .  Gray 
was a "Card and  Job Pr inter" located in Cumberland, M aine. 
His corner card advert i ses  "S tocks ,  B lank Books and Stationery 
for sal e . "  All  of  the known Cumberland precance ls  are on cov­
ers from only two firm s ,  that  of Gray h imself  and the  Portland 
firm of  Sanborn & Carter .  Do"" suggests that Gray did the 
pr int ing for the firm of  Sanborn & Carter,  together with the mai l­
ing, thus account ing for the Cumberland precancel  on the Port­
land firm's  ma i l .  

F ive  d i st inct  types of  the  Cumberland precance l a re  known. 
The t\YO earl iest types are descr ibed and thoroughly i l lustrated 
by Stanley B. Ashbrook in  his fine book ' "The Uni ted States 
One Cent Stamp of 1 85 1 -57 . "  

Only the last  type .  the double-c irc le  cance l lat ion , has been 
found on the B lack Jack .  the  four other type s hav ing beco m e  
obsolete b y  t h e  t i m e  th i s  two cent s tamp appeared i n  1863. 

The interest ing th ing about t li e Cumber land precancel is 
that ,  as far as  can b e  determined .  it 11·as  pr inted on the co�er, 
a long with the corner card and the  11 :1 111 e of  the addressee ,  after 
the  stamp had been affixed .  In other words.  a p la in  envelope, 
w i th stamp affixed ,  was put  through the printing press and the  

3 5  



cancellation was printed on the stamp, and the corner card , and 
as  much as possible of the address, was printed on the enve lope , 
al l  in the same process .  

I have in my collection three  of  the Horace I .  Gray covers 
bearing the B lack Jack, al l  of  which have the name of the ad­
dressee printed on them, in each case the " Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen," and one of which is  here i l lustrated ( Fig. 18) . They 
are also year-dated in the printing, 1865 , 1866, and 1869. Un­
fortunately, none of  the three has the 'Cumberland precancella­
tion ,  and Mr .  Dow indicates that the last ,  or fifth type of can­
cel lation,  was used only from 1862 to 1 864, thus accounting for  
their absence on covers after 1 864. I n  correspondence with Mr .  
Dow,  subsequent to  the  appearance of his  book, he suggests this 
absence of the precancellation of Cumberland on the Gray letters 
subsequent to 1 864 i s  attributable to the fact that after the year 
of 1 864 the postmark was not required on unsealed mail .  I have 
seen advertised and i l lustrated in  an auction an 1 864 Gray cover 
addressed to Readfield,  M aine,  and bearing the B lack Jack , but 
with the precancellation printed entirely on the cover and not 
on the  stamp itself .  ( Fig. 19) . 

Mr .  Stephen G. Rich ,  the well-known student of early Amer­
icana , has written a. very i l luminating article on the Cumberland,  
Maine ,  precancels .  The article appeared in  "Stamps" under date 
of August 28. 1943, pages 305 and 306. He describes the fifth 
type of Cumberland cancellation as being a 28 mil l imeter circle, 
with double border. He, too, advances the suggestion made by 
Dow that the plain stamped envelope was placed in the print­
ing press and that the corner card, as much of the address as 
possible ,  and the cancel lation, were al l  printed by the same pro­
cess ,  so both Rich and Dow seem to be in agreement as to th is  
detail regarding the Cumberland precancels .  

In  the Readfield cover above mentioned the B lack Jack is  
placed in  the upper middle of the cover, whereas the Cumber­
land postmark is in the upper right-hand corner of the cover. Had 
the stamp itself been affixed to the envelope where stamps are 
usually placed,  that is ,  in the upper right-hand corner, the printed 
precancel would have struck the stamp, which bears out the 
theory which has been advanced that the stamps were affixed to 
the envelope before the printing process was begun.  

In  the Rich article above referred to there appears a fine i l lus­
tration of the fifth type of Cumberland precancellation, which 
completely ties the B lack Jack. This is  one of the 1 864 Gray 
covers, proving the Dow statement that the fifth type of the Cum­
berland precancel was used as late as 1 864. Through the kind­
ness of M r. Rich, who has seqt me a photograph of his  interesting 
cover, I am able to i l lustrate it  herewith. ( Fig. 20) . As far as 
I have been able to ascertain this i s  the only Black Jack cover 
in  existence in  which the Cumberland precancel ties the stamp 
to the cover. 

A very definite and authenticated precancel on the B lack 
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Fig. 2 1 .  A Jefferson. Ohio. Precancel Use. 

J ack is that of J efferson .  Oh io .  Th i s  is recognized  by precancel 
spec ia l i sts as a genuine  and authen t ic  precancel  and is he 1-e i l ­
l u strated ( F ig .  2 1 ) .  I t  i s  rather s ign ifican t that  t h i s  precancel 
also appears on the advert i s ing covers .  as d id  the Cumberland 
precance l s ,  of a pr int ing  firm . one J .  _..\ _ H o "·e l l s  & Company, 
"Dealers i n  Stat ionery and B lanks ."  L i ke the  Horace I .  Gray 
covers .  the Jefferson , Ohio  l etters a r e  a l so addressed to publ ic  
offic ia ls  \\'ho \\·ou ld  l ike ly  be in  need o f  offic ia l  form s .  T h e  pre­
cance l lat ion i s  on the stamp at an angle .  ind icat ing that the 
stamp was not precance l led before i t  was affixed to the envelope.  
\!\T hat probably happened was that the stamps \\'ere affixed ,  as 
in  the Cumberland covers ,  and then the cancel lat ion pr i n ted on 
i t ,  as the  two words ' ' J efferson" and " Ohio"  are substan t ia l ly 
square with the s ide of the enve lope and  had the  stamp been af­
fixed to the cover squarely the precance l lat ion would a lso have 
been struck square ly on the stamp , a lthough at  r ight angl e  to 
the other printing on the envelope . Unlike the Cumberland cov­
ers, however,  a comparison of  the several printed portions of 
the cover and the precancel ind icates that the pr int ing was not 
all done with the same impress ion .  Mr .  R ich ,  with whom I have 
had some correspondence concerning the matter .  is of the opin­
ion that the Jefferson precancel was appl ied by a hand stamp, 
though on the one copy I have examined the impression i s too 
deep and clear cut to have been appl i ed  i n  that manner. I t  is also 
reasonable to conclude that a printing firm would print .  rather 
than hand stamp, any cancellation on i ts  stamps . 

A cover from the same firm,  w i th the B lack Jack cancelled 
in  manuscript ,  i s  shown for compa1-at ive  purposes .  

A third poss ib le  precance l  to be found on the B lack Jack Ts  
reported by A nthony C .  Russo,  the Ch icago spec ia l i s t  of  the 
B lack Jack . Mr .  Russo prepared a very interest ing art ic le on  this 
suggested manuscript precancel ,  which art ic le  appeared in the 
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Chicago Sun .  His reasoning was  that the two cent  stamp during 
this period was used largely for drop letters and that persons . 
having such letters to mail  would bring them to the office and 
leave two cents with the clerk, who would then affix the stamp. 
Russo's suggestion is that some ingenious clerk, seeking to save 
time, used a ruler and drew both a d iagonal and perpend icular 
penned l ine through each stamp on the sheet,  and then as per­
sons left drop letters for mail ing he would merely affix one of the 
stamps already cancel led .  I have never seen, to my knowledge , 
a B lack Jack with this cancellation, although it is reported that 
since Mr. Russo's article appeared several have been located. 
As far as I know, none has been found on cover and it  would 
be interesting to find such a cover, as it would have a great deal 
to do with either substantiating or repudiating the Russo theory. 

Stephen G .  Rich ,  who was formerly editor of  "The Precancel 
Bee," now "The Precancel Optimist ,"  and is  recognized as an 
authority on precancels , has listed as another possib le precan­
cel on the Black Jack a three mil l imeter horizontal black bar, 
which is on a stamp in the Black Jack collection of Ignatz Reiner, 
the New York specialist in this stamp, but neither this item nor 
the Russo manuscript i tem above is sufficiently proven to be a 
precancel to j ustify the statement that they are actually pre­
cancelled stamps. This would leave the Cumberland, Maine and 
the Jefferson , Ohio precancels as the only authenticated precan­
cels on the Black Jack . 

38 



Chapter VIII 

NUMEROUS EXAM PLES EXIST SHOWING 
REVENUE USAGE 

As a n  aid i n  defray in;;  the  cost  of  the ( i ,. ; ]  \Yar the  govern­
ment i s s u e d  se ·; e ;·a i ser i c- s  o�  r e -.; c n u c  s t:! m p:> .  so d e n o ;n . n at e cl  
b e c a u s e  t h ey ,,· ere i n te n d e d  to r a i s e  ' ' r e \· e n u e . "  T h e  first  ser ies  
o f  these stam p s \\" a s  p ro d u c e d by the  P h i lad e lp h i a fi r m  of  B u t l e r  
& Carp e n t e r .  a n d  al t h o ugh t h e or i g i na l contract  was to run for 
one year  fro m  October 1 .  1 862 . the first s t a m p s  \Y ere actual ly 
de l i verecl fou r  days  ear l i er ,  September 27.  1 862. 

Despite  these  d i st inct  and separate sets of  adhes i ve stamps 
wh i c h \ ·: e r e  d e s i gn e d and p c i n ted for  us::  a s  re \· e n u e  sta m p s  w e  
fi n d  t h a t  t h e  p o s ,age s Lamp . .; i n  u � e  d u r : n g  t h e s a m e  p e r i o d  were 
somel ; ' l ' l' :' u :- . c· d  i n  t h e i r  p l a c <:' .  The B lack J ack was so u s e d  o n  
occasion . 

Fig. 22.  Used As a Revenue Stamp. 

Ch r i stoph er \Nest has  compi l ed  an i n terest i n g  book on the  
"United  States  Revenue  Stamps ,"  first  pr inted by the  publ i shers 
of  M ekee l ' s  \i\T eek ly t h i rty-one years ago , 1 9 1 8 .  Twenty years be­
fore that .  1 899, H i ram E. Deats .  A l exander  Hol land ,  and George 
L . Toppan had compi l ed  a very comprehensive work on U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  1·evenues .  commonly  ca l led  " T h e  B o s t o n  Reven u e  Book , "  
from w h i c h  \i\! e s t  borrowed free ly , w i th t h e  authors ' perm i s­
sion . Much  o f  the  spec i fi c  data as to rates submitted here i s  from 
the \i\T est book. 

The use  of  revenue stamps was fi rst required by the  Act of 
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Fig, 23. Revenue Use. 

Fig. 24. Used On Photograph. 
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July 1 ,  1 862. Under the provis ions of  th i s  act legal instruments 
and " medic ines and preparations ,  p i l l s ,  plasters,  perfumenes 
and cosmet ics " were requ i red to bear the stamps,  the amount 
usual ly being determined by t h e  value involved .  Under this 
first act bank checks  m - drafts for Twenty Dol lars  o r  over,  pay­
able  on s ight  or on d e m a n d .  we re subj e c t  to a tax of two cents_ 
( F ig. 22) . 

T h e  A c t  o f  f. I arch 3 ,  1 8Ci3 .  \Y h i c h  took i m m e d i a te effect ,  made 
certai n changes in t h e  la ''" but d i d  no t change th i s  part icular 
rate as to s ight or demand paper .  a l though i t  d id  make changes 
as  to t ime p a p e r .  i d e rn o s .  check s .  r ece i p t s and other ev idences of 
a n  amount  of  money to be  pa i d  upon cl e rn a n d .  or  at a t i m e  desig­
n at e d , " s h a l l  he ta:-; e d  as prom i s sory notes . "  

\tV e s t  took h i s  tax s c h e d u l e s  fro m  ' ' .-\ :M a n u a l  o f  T h e  D i strict 
and Exc i s e  Tax System of T h e  U n i t e d  S tates , "  which was pub­
l i shed by Litt le .  B rmrn 8: Co . .  of B o ston . in 1 863 . The 1 863 
schedule provided for the  paym ent of a one cent tax on any 
promissory note up to $200.00. payable in th irty-three clays ; for 
each $200.00 or fract ion t h ereo n .  fro m th i rty · fou r  to s ixty-four 
clay s ,  a two c e n t  tax ; a n d  so o n .  T h e  A c t  o f  1 864 fi x e d  t h e  tax 
at two cents  on each rece ipt  for OYer Twenty D o l lars  ( Fig. 23),  
and although th i s  had been t h e  tax o n  rece ipts  prev i o us ly i t  was 
the  first t ime rece ipt s had been separated from checks ,  memos, 

Fig. 25. Revenue Stamp Applied Over 2c Black Jack. 

and other i n s truments  and h a d  been g iven  a c l a s s i ficat ion of their 
own.  

The Revenue Act o f  June 30 .  1 864 aclclecl new i tems to be 
taxed ,  including photographs .  and " fr ict ion matches and luc ifers." 
In the case of  photographs reta i l ing up to twenty-five cents, the 
tax was two cents ( F i g. 24) , and on those retai l ing from twenty­
five to fifty cents ,  the tax was three cents ,  w i t h  a tax of five cents 
on photograph s reta i l ing from fifty cents to one dollar. 

The use of our postage stamps as revenues surely was not in-
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Fig. 26. The Black Jack Did Not Pay the Tax and Regular . 
Revenue Stamp Applied Later. 

Fig. 27. The Stamp Paid Tax on This One. 

Fig. 28. Revenue Stamps Were Added to Pay Tax. 
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tended originally nor was i t  authorized by law.  The revenue law 
provided that each stamp should ind icate upoq i t s  face the na­
ture of the paper or instrument to which it was to be affixed, 
such as P laying Cani s .  Bank Check s ,  M ortgages, Leases, etc. 
Th is req uirement o f  th e !av; manifestly cou l d  not be met by the 
use of  our ordinary postage stamps .  If cletectecl, the postage 
stamp was not recognized ,  and the postage stamp was e i ther cov­
ered over by an appropriate revenue stamp ( Fig. 2 5 ) , or an 
actual revenue stamp was also affixed to the instrument and the 
postage stamps thus ignored ( Fig. 26 ) .  Revenue stamps have 
been defaced to co m p l y  with Federal stamp i l lustration Jaw. 
The Jaw required these reYenue stam p s  to be cancelled b y  the 
in i t ia ls  of the user ,  togeth er with the elate of cancel lat ion,  and 
most of  our postage stamps which were used as  revenue stamps 

Fig. 29. Another Example of Revenue Stamp Added. 

are found cancel led i n  th i s  manner .  M uch rarer. both as to 
revenue stamps them selves as w e l l  as postage stamps u sed as 
revenues ,  are those cancel led by h and sta m p  ( Fig. 27 ) .  

Under the rates estab lis hed by the A ct o f  March 3 .  1 863 , the 
tax on Cert ificates .  which had been ten cents under the Act of 
1862, was reduced to five cents .  T,,.o such Cert ificates are here 
i l lustrated, one with two separate revenues used with a single 
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Fig. 30. le Express Revenue Stamp Did Not Pay Postage Duty. 

Black Jack ( Fig. 28) , the other with one revenue and two B lack 
Jacks ( Fig. 29) . The latter shows an overpayment of one cent,  
and i s  an 1 863 i tem , therefore a year-of-i ssue i tem as to the B lack 
Jack. 

Of sti l l  rarer usage than postage stamps as revenues is  the use 
of revenue stamps for letter postage . A most unusual use of 
a one cent Express revenue stamp with one copy of the B lack 
Jack to make up the three cent rate on a first class letter is 
here shown ( Fig. 30) . The letter originated i n  Grass Lake, 
M ichigan , and was addressed to Sal ine .  The error was apparent­
ly detected, as indicated by the manuscript " Due 2. " 

An explanation as to why there was two cents clue,  instecld 
of one cent to replace the one cent revenue stamp, i s  found in 
the legal requirement which provided that where an i llegal stamp 
was used twice the amount of postage would be required to re­
place the i l legal stamp. The law in effect at the time provided 
that letters attempted to be sent by i l legal postage must be sent 
to the dead letter office,  a fate which legally should have be­
fal len ,  but fortunately did not befal l ,  this  parti cu lar letter, thus 1 
preserving for philately a most interesting item.  

The instruments and articles upon which the  Black Jack was 
used as a revem1e are confined substantially to those above men­
tioned and i l lustrated .  This  is explained by the fact that most 
legal instruments in  use during the period required a much 
larger tax ,  such as mortgages ,  leases, bonds, conveyances and 
s imilar instruments .  I t  is to be expected , therefore, that we 
only find the B lack Jack used as a revenue upon those instru­
ments which required a two cent tax . or a tax which could be paid 
by one or two two-cent stamps .  

The use of postage stamps as  revenues i s  so fascinating a 
study that some collectors have a highly special ized collection of 
these rarit ies .  
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Chapter IX 

T H E  V A R I O U S  U S E S  AS A S I N GL E  STAMP 

There were several d i st inct  uses of  the B lack Jack. The use 
o f  th i s  two cent stamp in  combinat ion wi th other stamps wi l l  be 
treated later in  a separate chapter. but fo1· the present we shall  
l im i t  our discussion to i t s  use as a s ingle stamp only .  

As  has been previously stated .  the B lack Jack was issued 
original ly and primari ly to meet the need which arose when the 
prepaid fee for drop letters was fixed at two cents .  i nc luding 
carrier fees .  which \\·ere abo l i shed as such. (Act of  March 3 , 
1 863 ) . The act provided ( Sec .  1 7 )  that al l  drop letters should be 
prepa i d . \Yh ich prepayment  was a requirement as to drop let­
ters which had already been added by the Act  o f 1 86 1 , payment  
i n  cash upon receipt by the addressee hav ing been poss ib le  unt i l  
the passage o f  that  act . The 1 863 A ct further prov i ded that such 
prepayment must  be by " stamps affixed to the envelope . "  

T h i s  act ,  i n  Sect ion 2 3 .  makes prov i s ion for th i s  c lass of  let­
ter ,  that is .  the drop letter , a s  fol lows : 

Section 23.  

"And be it further enacted, That the rate of postage on 
all letters not transmitted through the mails of the United 
States, but delivered through the post office, or its carriers, 
commonly described as local or drop letters, and not ex­
ceeding one-half ounce in weight, shall be uniform at two 
cents ; and an additional rate for each half ounce or frac­
tion thereof of additional weight, to be in all cases prepaid 
by postage stamps affixed to the envelope of such letters ; 
but no extra postage or carrier's fee shall hereafter be 
charged or collected on letters delivered by c arrier, nor 
upon letters collected by them for mailing or for delivery" 

By the provis ion of Sect ion 1 4 of the Act of February 27, 
1 861  a l l  postmasters were i nstructed to return to the Dead Let­
ter Office ,  as often as ' 'once a week,"  all drop letters which were 
not prepaid. It can thus be seen ,  first because of the increase of 
the drop letter rate to two cents and the further requirement that 
such letters should be prepaid with stamps affixed to the en­
velope.  that there was a very definite need for this two cent 
stamp for drop or local letters . A typical  drop letter i s  i l lustrated 
here ,  ( Fig.  3 l a )  bearing the elated town marking of Carli s le,  
Pennsylvania .  and addressed to a local res ident .  

The Act of  1 863 d iv ided mai lable matter into three classes 
( Sect ion 1 9) , " First ,  letters : second,  regular printed matter ; 
th ird ,  m i scel laneous matter ."  
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These classes were further defined m Section 20, as follows : 

Section 20. 

"The first class embraces all correspondence, wholly or 
partly in writing, except that mentioned in the third class. 
The second-class embraces all mailable matter exclusively 
in print, and regularly issued at stated periods, without ad­
dition by writing, mark or sign. The third class embraces 

all other matter which is or may hereafter be by law de­

clared mailable; embracing all pamphlets, occasional pub­
lications, books, book manuscripts and proof sheets, wheth­
er corrected or not, maps, prints, . . .  seeds, cuttings, bulbs, 
roots and scions." 

Fig. 3 l a. Cover With 2c Black Jack Showing Drop Letter Rate. 

Fig. 3 l b. Cover showin'.J Second or Th'rd- Class Usage. 
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The rate of postage for second-class and third-class mail, 
as above described , is set forth in sections 34, 35 and 36. 

Section 34 Provides: 

"And be it further enacted, That the rate of postage 
upon transient mailable matter of the second class, and 
also on all mailable miscellaneous matter of the third class 
<except circulars and books),  shall be two cents for each 
four ounces, or fraction thereof, contained in any one pack­
age to one address ; and such postage shall in all cases be 
fully prepaid by stamps, plainly affixed to the wrapper 
thereof . . .  Unsealed circulars, not exceeding three in num­
ber, shall pass at the single rate of two cents . . .  No extra 
postage shall be charged for a card printed or impressed 
upon an envelope or wrapper. These rates must in all 
cases be prepaid in stamps." 

Many, possibly most ,  of the covers extant bearing a s ingle 
B lack Jack fall into the second or third classes of mail ,  as de­
fined by the Act of 1863 .  Unless the contents of the envelope 
are sti l l  available ,  the presumption in  regard to covers going 
through the mail, that i s , from one post office to another, and 
bearing a single B lack Jack, is  that they are really second or third­
class mai l , although they appear on the surface to be first-class 
letters . I l lustrated herewith is such a letter. ( Fig. 3 1 b ) . From 
all  appearances this looks l ike a first-class letter, s imilar to that in 
the previous i l lustration , but the fact that it was mailed at 
one city, New Haven, and addressed to another city, Gaylords­
vi l le ,  in  an entirely different county, thus necessitating its "go­
ing through the mai l ,"  would indicate that the contents are 
printed , rather than written. and therefore subj ect to the second 
or third-class mail rate . 

The law further provided that the second and third-classes of 
mai l must be so wrapped or so enveloped with open sides or 
ends as to enable the postmaster to examine the package with­
out destroying the wrapper. Section 40 gave the postmaster the 
r ight to remove the wrapper or envelope to ascertain i f  there 
was anything contained which would require a higher rate of 
postage. 

To conceal or enclose a letter (written) or other things, except 
bil ls or receipts, in 2nd class mai l ,  subj ected the sender to a fine 
of  Five Dollars for  each offense, and the payment of  regular l etter 
postage ( Section 22, Postal R egulations ,  Summarizing the Act 
of  February 27, 1 861 . )  

Probably the most extensive u s e  of third-class mail  was 
for sending out what we now know as price l ists ,  then known as 
prices current. Often these \\'ere folded letter sheets upon which 
the current prices were printed and sent to a l ist  of regular cus­
tomers ( Fig.  32b ) ,  rather than a printed list enclosed in an en­
velope ,  such as i s  shown in  Fig. 32c. 

The cover ( Fig. 32b ) is  a printed blue letter sheet with the 
current market prices of Savannah . Georgia,  as of July 9, 1 869. 
The stamp i s  tied by an odd blue ' 'k i l ler ," double-struck . The 
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Figs. 32a, 32b, 32c. These Covers Bear Postage Rate For 
Second or Third -Class Mail. 
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cove1· s h 0 \n1 a i F i g .  32c i s  a typical  th i rd-class i tem . with 
printed p r i c e  l i s t ,  enclosed i n  an envelope and mai led from Wor­
cester ,  M a s s .  T h e  stamp i s  t ied  by an attract ive  4-ring target 
canc e l lat ;on .  

We fin<l many Massachusetts covers in  the th ird-class mail 
group .  The corporations of  that commonwealth were req uired 
to report the names and hold ings of all stockholders annually for 
tax p u rposes and such  printed l i s t s  of stockholders ,  with t heir 

Fig. 33. Black Jacks Used By Business Firms in 
Mailing Advertising. 

addresses .  were sen t to the  assessors of al l  of the  taxing- units 
where such stockholders res ided .  This const i tutes  a rat h e 1· in­
terest ing gro up of  covers i n  the th i rcl-c lass c lass i fi cation and 
one such cover. with year-elated to wn m a rk ing from Charlestown, 
Massachusetts ,  is i l lustrated here\\· ith . ( Fig.  32a ) . 

The part icular appeal to ph i late l i sts o f  covers of  the second 
and th i rd class ar ises �ut of  the interest ing and attract ive cor­
ner cards which they carry , or the unusual  nature of the  contents. 
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The variety of classifications is almost endless, as the specialized 
collection might be based upon covers by states,  type of busi­
ness, such as newspapers, hotels, colleges and so _forth, or corner 
cards showing various kinds of machinery, or almost any other 
similar classification. Illustrated herewith are a few examples 
picked at random from a large variety of corned cards ( Fig. 33) . 
Covers of this type with unusually attractive designs will be 
illustrated in Chapter X, together with items of unusual contents. 
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Chapter X 

IT'S USE ON SPEC IAL COVERS 

Patriotic Covers 

The first of the patriot ic cove1-s  in  our phi late l i c  h i s tory came 
out o f  the Civ i l  vVar. Our last previous war was the lVIexican 
War.  1 8-+6 to 1 848. and inasmuch as our first postage stamps 
were produced i n  the m iddle of · that war.  1 847. i t  i s  reasonable 
to presume that there were no ' ' patriot ics"  c irculated during that 
confl ic t .  I n  fact ,  i t was the folded letter sheet ,  and not the en­
velope as we now kno\\· i t .  that was largely used in that period , 
not more than 25 per cent ,  and 1ioss ibly less  than 20 per cent .  of 
the  first-class mail  being of  the real envelope type . Of these,  
very few had any print ing of  any k ind on them.  

The C iv i l  War was  over two years old by the t ime  the  B lack 
Jack first appeared, July 6,  1 863.  By that t ime the "Patriotic" 
cover was q u i te general ly i n  use .  not only in the Northern states 
but  in  the states of  the Confederacy as wel l .  

Desp i te  the fair ly common use of  the Patriotic cover during 
the B lack Jack period,  " Patr iot ics" with the B lack Jack are very 
uncommon. This  is readi ly understandable when we realize 
that this two cent stamp was used mostly e ither for drop ( local) 
letters or on second-class and th ird-class mail ,  none of which 
classes of mail would ordinari ly  command the use of a patriotic 
cover. 

There i s  probably no quest ion but that the late George Wal­
cott assembled the largest and finest collection of  patriotic covers 
i n  the United States. In  1 934. two years after Walcott 's death, 
his collection of  patriotic conrs was photographed .  catalogued 
and sold by Robert Laurence. New York collector and dealer ,  
to whom was commi tted ,  i n  accordance with the terms of  Wal­
cott 's wi l l ,  the  work of  d isposing of  h i s  col lect ions .  

One of  the  fine books of ph i lately i s  the Laurence compila­
t ion of  "The George Walcott Col lect ion of  Civi l  War Patr iot ic 
Covers ."  Unfortunately at the t ime th i s  work was publ ished 
there was st i l l  i n  effect the  law prohib i t ing the pr int ing of  a 
photograph of any of  our United States stamps,  so al l  o f  the 
stamps on the vValcott covers are b locked out o f  the photo­
graphs  and the exact stamp used on the covers cannot be as­
certained from the i l lustrations . 

To confirm my own be l i e f  that patriot ic  covers franked by the 
B lack Jack are  extremely rare I have checked through the Laur­
ence volume and the first of  the Walcott covers bearing the B lack 
Jack is the 568th cover l i s ted .  According to Laurence ,  Mr .  Wal­
cott paid $100.00 for that cover.  Out of a total of  3 , 1 1 3 covers 
only two other covers with the B lack Jack  are l isted in  the en-
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tire Walcott collection, so on that basis the ratio of Civi l  War 
patriotics franked by the Black Jack is one thousand to one. 

Unfortunately for the hobby, in  at least one respect ,  there 
were many unused Ci vi l  War patriotic envelopes remaining at 
the end of the war. And even now, over eighty years after 
the close of the War, there i s  scarcelv an auction of United 
States material held but contains at ieast one lot of  un ustd 
Civil War patriots .  This has given rise to some faking and 
counterfeiting of these desirable items, and the collector must use 
the utmost care in his purchases. 

I t  i s true that many col lectors are interested in these unused 
patriotic envelopes from an h istorical and art standpoint,  and sev-

Fig. 3 4 .  Civil War Patriotic Envelope With 2c Black Jack. 

Fig, 35. A Patriotic Cover With Two Black Jacks. 
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Fig. 36. Another Patriotic Cover. It Bears the 3c Rate. 

era! ou tstan d ing col lect ions  have been formed .  B u t  the  exist­
ence o f  unused e 1welopes  of  that per iod ha.s been too great  a 
temptation to the would be forger of choice ph i latel i c  i tems ,  and 
i t  is a \Ye l l  accepted fact that many faked C iv i l \iVar patriotic 
covers have been marketed as a result . 

Two covers are here  i l lustrated to show the  d ifficulty of de­
termining the gen u i n e n e s s  of  t h e  p:ttr iot ics  o f  th i s  period .  The 
cover bearing th e  s ingle  B lack Jack  i s Lau rence N o .  583 ( Fig. 
34) , the other No .  103 ( Fig .  3 5 ) . Both may be genuine ,  though on 
neither cover are the stamps t ied.  On the cover bearing the 
two s ingle cop ies  ( Fig . 35) the two stamps are clearly from dif­
ferent sheets ,  bes ides be ing pen cance l l ed .  \i\Thi le  th i s  does  not 
prove that the covers are faked .  the lack of  cancellat ions tying 
the stamps to the covers places  t h e m  i n  the questionable c lass ,  
to say the least .  

Other patriot ics are c learly genu ine .  such as that shown in  
Fig.  36 .  I t  i s  Laurence 's  No .  271 5 .  with a perfectly centered 
B lack Jack and a copy of  Scott 's No.  63 . both throughly t ied by 
the large year-elated town marking of Phi ladelph ia . The cancel­
lat ion also shows i t to be a year o f  issue cover .  1 863 . in itself  a 
scarce i tem.  

I t  i s  u n fortunate that  th e  fairly h igh pr ices  which  the  Civ i l  
War patriot ics command have resu l ted i n  th i s  counterfe i t ing, 
as  it throws into question many genu ine  i tems which .  without 
the prevalence o f  th i s  fraud , would find their  proper places in 
the col lect ions of  the country . 
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Fig. 37. 

Fig. 38. 

Fig. 39. 

Covers With Sanitary Commission Corner Cards. 
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U. S .  SANITARY COMMI� SION COVERS OF 
H I S T O RICAL I N TEREST 

Although trouble over the extension of  slavery and threats of 
secession had been prevalent for many years,  and civi l war might  
thus  have  been  ant ic ipated, the  actual conflict  between the  states 
of  the  North and the  South found both s ides woefully unpre­
pared and inexperienced . Part icu larly was this true as respects 
provision for the health of  the  sold iers ,  and their care when s i ck 
or wounded.  The Union Army totaled ,  at i t s  peak, one m i l l ion 
men .  Of th is  number 3SO,OOO died dur ing the war, i n  addit ion 
to many thousands more who were crippled as a result  of  in­
j uries and s ickness .  Over half  o f  the deaths were from sick­
ness , many of them the results of  filth and general unsanitary 
condit ions about the camps and at the front .  

On June 9 .  1 86 1 , i n  the  th ird month of  the  war, the Govern­
ment appointed a Commi ss ion of Inqu iry into the sanitary con­
dit ions of the armed forces .  Three days later the United States 
Sanitarv Comm ission was formed .  At first the work o f  the 
Commi�sion was largely advisory, but gradually i t  expanded 
its  work so as to include the care and comfort o f  the sick and the 
wounded , and the men on their  way to and from the front ,  as 
well  as handl ing many of the other services now performed i n  
wart ime b y  t h e  American R e d  Cross .  

A lthough the Government in i t iated the program which re­
sulted in the formation of the United States Sanitary Commiss ion 
and heartily approved of i ts  work, i t  appropriated nothing for 
operating expenses .  Funds for these services ,  as today,  had to 
be raised by general publ i c  subscr ipt ion,  and i n  several  of ttte 
larger ci t i es  "Fairs" were he ld  for the purpose of  rais ing such 
funds .  Cinc innati he ld a " Great \Nestern Sanitarv Fair . "  Cleve­
land sponsored the " Northern Ohio Sanitary Fair ,"  New York 
C ity held a " Metropol itan Fair ,"  wh i l e  probably the greatest of 
all was the " Great Central  Fair for the Sani tary Commiss ion" 
he ld  in  Ph i ladelph ia .  For each of  these fairs special  patriotic 
covers were produced .  som e of  them i l l ustrat ing the actual care 
of  the  s ick and the  wounded . while othe 1·s m e rely carrie d the 
c o rner card o f  the Com mis sion. T h e1·e i s  al so some 1·e c o r d  i nd i ­
cating that there  was an a l l i ed  com m iss ion known as the  vVesteru 
Sani tary Commission,  located at St. Loui s ,  but as far as I know 
there were no spec ia l  covers prepared and used by such organ­
ization . 

V./ e find a few of these Sanitary Commiss ion coYers franked 
\Yith th e B lack Jac k .  and they a r e  c h oice i tems .  Fig. 37 shows 
a coyer adve rtising the Phil a d e l p hia Fair .  Th i s  i s  Laurence 
patr iot ic  cover No. 3088. While  th i s  pa1·t icular cove1· i s  i n  b lack 
on a white envelope , the same des ign also appears in  brown ,  
purple and  reel .  On the cover here i l lustrated the 4 th  (of  the  
day ) del ivery carrier cancellation o f  Phi ladelphia i s  struck twice,  
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once completely tying the stamp. This 1s a drop letter, hence 
requiring but two cents postage . 

The corner cards of two other covers of the Commission are 
i l lustrated,  Fig. 38 and 39, one of them from the Woman's Branch 
for the State of Pennsylvan ia . This cover bears the Philadel­
phia carrier cancellation ,  struck twice,  which is year dated and 
shows the first delivery marking . 

In the "Memoirs" of General W .  T.  Sherman , the famous 
general i s  reported as admitting the great usefulness of the 
United States Sanitary Commission, although he declared that 
their ministrations should be carried on in the rear of the fight­
ing armies and not on the field of battle .  Despite occasional  crit­
icism of  the United States Sanitary Commission its work gen­
erally was regarded as outstanding and the Red Cross work 
in various lands has been modeled somewhat after the work 
which was begun by th i s  Commiss ion in the C iv i l  War.  

THE U. S. CHRISTIAN COMMISSION, FORERUNNER 
OF CHAPLAIN S  CORPS 

Many of our American inst itut ions �re so wel l  estabJ :shed 
today that we take them for granted and regard them as always 
hav ing existed .  A study of their origins , however,  often reveals 
many interest ing facts and the story of the genes is and growth 
o f  American institutions of today i s  often most enl ighten ing . 

Earl ier i n  th is  chapter we  have br iefly out l i ned the growth of 
. The United States Sani tary Commission , in some respects tne 
predecessor of the A m erican Red Cross.  Of  quite a s imi lar nature 
was The United S tates Christ ian Commission . the forerunner 
of  the present Army Chaplain Corps .  

War-born as was the Sanitary Commiss ion to care for the  
physical needs of  the  soldiers ,  the  Chr ist ian Com mi ss ion l ikewise 
was born out of  the necess i ty of  war and,  i n  the words of one of 
the w1·i ters .  was organized " to promote the  spir i tual  welfare of 
the  sold iers ,  sai lors and marines .  whi le a l levi ati ng. comforting 
and hu m ani z ing the i r temporal needs . ' '  Origi nating at a cou­
vention of  the Young l'vf en ' s Christ ian Associat ion early in  the 
Civ i l  War, the United States Christ ian Comm iss ion grew i n  s ize  
and in  importance unt i l  i t s  fame spread not only throughout the  
Northern states bu t  throughout the  world , and  contributions 
to its support were both l iberal and generous .  Because of the 
extreme care in admini stering its funds and the carefulness 
exercised by i ts  administrators in avo id ing all  quest ionab le 
methods of raising its funds,  such as lotteries ,  The United States 
Christ ian Commission held the high esteem of the entire North 
throughout the course of the war . 

· 
The Commission performed most of the services now handled 

by our army and navy chaplains .  The men were known as 
"delegates," and were selected only after careful investigation. 
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The records show that  4.859 volunteer  d e l egates in a l l  were com­
m i s s ioned d ur i ng the  war .  They had no spec ia l  t rai n i ng for this 
part icular serv ice  and had to be able  to accomodate the i r  work 
among the m e n  to the ru les  of  m i l i tary and  naval  serv ice ,  not al­
ways a task easy of accomp l i sh m ent .  A l though first  located in 
N e \\' Y ork C i ty . after t h e  fir,.;t  year th e  h ea cl q uai-ters were 
moved to P h i lade lph i a . where they re m a i n e d .  with branches  in 
m any of t h e  larger Northern c i t i e s .  

On J u l y  29 .  1 943 . the  U n i ted States  .c\ r m y  C h apla in  Corps 
observed its 1 73rd  ann i \·ersary . A l though the Cont inental  Con­
gress recogn i zed the l egal status o f  chapla ins  in 1 775 .  as  a matter 
of  actual  fact  the  Chapla ins  Corps as \\' e no,,· kno\\' i t  was not 
o rgan i zed unt i l  1 920. I t  i s  true that  in the  \\'ar of  1 8 1 2  and in  
t h e  M exican \t\'ar there w e r e  c hap l a i n s . but i t  would  appear that  
t h e \' "· ere more or J e s ,.;  recruited b v  \'O lunteer  m ethods s i m ilar 
to th ose u s e d  bv T h e  United S tates Chr i stian Com mi ss ion in 
the Civ i l  War .  

-

The  United  States Chapla i n Corps today i s  part o f  the  m i li ­
tary and the  chapla i ns  are comm i ss ioned and rece ive the  pay of 

Fig. 4 0 .  Covers With Christian Commission Corner Cards. 

57 



other officers of similar rank. The delegates sent out by the 
United States Christian Commission in the Civil War, or Chap­
lains as they were also known, however, were paid through the 
funds raised by The United States Christian Commission and 
not by Government funds, which meant ,  as a matter of actual 
practice, that they were civilans attached to mi l itary organiza­
tions, a position that was not too . satisfactory and one difficult 
to maintain. 

Covers with The United States Christian Commission corner 
cards are classed as patriotic covers. M any of them were soldiers'  
letters, the stationery having been furnished by the Commission 
as part of its gratuitous service. In  the renowned collection 
formed by the late George Walcott nine separate styles of cor­
ner cards of the Commission were l isted. While they are inter­
m ingled in  Laurence's work with the covers bearing

-
the corner 

cards of the United States Sanitary Commission they actually 
constitute an entirely different class of cover . 

Several of the styles of corner cards of this agency are shown 
here ( Fig. 40) . The original letters are contained in  two of the 
covers i l lustrated, the one to the delegate on Lookout Mountain 
station being filled with thr i l l ing news of the war itself and de­
tailing the privations endured by these men . 

It has been said that " necessity i s  the mother of invention ," 
and in the case o f  the establishment of the United States Chris­
tian Commission this  truly was the case. 

Although soldier mail  in  the Civil War, as in our more re­
cent wars, was carried without cost to the soldiers, much of the 
soldier mail was franked by postage stamps. Regulation 10 of 
the rules governing postmasters as promulgated by the Post­
master General and briefed in  the Post Office D irectorv i ssued 
m 1 863 , provided as fol lows : 

' 
" 10 .  Postmasters at or near any camp or point occupied by 
the United States forces will mail without prepayment of 
postage, any letter written by a soldier in the service of 
the United States and certified to be such by any field or 
staff officer in the United States Service. At hospitals or 
detached posts this certificate may be made· by the chaplain 
or surgeon stationed thereat. "  

Despite this  privilege of free mail  many soldier letters were 
franked by postage stamps and much of the stationery used was 
furnished by The United States Christian Commission . 

A continuance of the services of The United States Christian 
Commiss ion passed with the end of the war itself ,  such as was 
the case fo l low ing World War II with the United Service Organ­
ization and simi lar volunteer groups. The fine work of The 
United States Christian Commission, however, i s  one of the 
bright spots of the War between the States and the study of  
this  particular class of mail  adds to the romance of cover col­
lecting. 
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Chapter XI 

BISECTED TYPES 

One phase of ph i lately that can be studied sat isfactorily only 
through covers is that of  the b isected stamps .  The very nature 
of the bisect i s  such that unless  i t i s on cover .  and tied over the 
cut port ion of the stamp .  the gen u i ness of  the i tem cannot be 
absolutely determined .  \\' h i le there :ire undoubted ly genuine 
and authent ic  b isects where the bisected stamp i s  not t ied over 
the cut portion ,  as wel l  as  faked bi sects where the bisect is tied 
to the cover, there i s  pract ical ly no \Yay of  checking an off-cover 
copy as to its genu ineness .  and such a copy has l i t t le  or no value 
as a b isect .  

Fig. 4 1 .  Ways a Stamp Can B e  
Bisected. 

It has been said on good authority that the use of fractional 
parts of stamps for postage was never offic ia l ly authorized -by me 
post office department .  It is known, ho,,·ever .  that beginning 
with our very first i ssue of  postage stamps. that of 1847, it was 
the practice of postmasters to accept fractional parts of stamps 
in payment of postage . Mr. M. L .  M iller ,  who i s recogn ized as 
an author ity on United States b isects ,  compi led , with the as­
s i stance of  other spec ia l i s ts ,  a l i st of  som e:  45 covers with the 
bisected ten cent stamp of  1847, used as five cents postage. This 
complete l ist  i s  given in  Chapter V I  o f Brookman's latest work. 
Other collectors have special ized in other fields of bisected 
stamps .  
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As far as is known no complete list of the bisected B lack 
Jack has been compiled. I began such a comp i lation a few years 
ago for my own information, and have a record of about 40 such 
covers. 

The 1 873 ed ition of the Postal Laws and Regulations speci­
fically made provision whereby the use of  fractional postage 
stamps was forbidden, as follows : 

"Section 402 .  Fractional parts of postage stamps cannot 

be recognized in prepayment of postage. For example, a 
letter or package to which one two cent stamp and a half of 
another two cent stamp are affixed cannot be considered as 
having been prepaid three cents, but only two cents; and a 
letter or package on which 18 cents postage is chargeable 

cannot be paid in full by affixing a 6 cent stamp and a half 

of a 24 cent stamp, and so forth." 

The most common use of the bisected B lack Jack is with an 
entire B lack Jack _to make up the three cent rate for first class 
letters . Of the 40 covei-s with the b isected B lack Jack of which 
I have a record , the large maj ority is  of this  type.  Only in  two 
instances i s  the bi sected B lack Jack used alone,  that i s ,  for one 
cent postage . I n  the l ist  of  40 bisected B lack Jacks there is only 
one cover on which a one cent 1 86 1  stamp is  used with the bi­
sected B lack Jack to make up the drop letter rate of two cents.  

Scott classified the bisected B lack Jack in  three groupings, 
the d iagonal , the vertical ,  and the horizontal. But inasmuch as 
there are actually four d ifferent positions of diagonal bisects, 
it would appear that this  classification is not sufficient and could 
be made more exact by an additional breakdown. Using Scott's 
73a,  73b,  and 73c as a basis I would suggest further classification 
of the bisected stamps as shown in Fig. 41 . 

Fig. 42. Bisected Stamp Well 
Tied to Cover. 
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Fig. 43.  A Horizontal Bisect. 

I n a s m u c h  as b i s e c t e d  s t a m p s  pre s u mably \\'e re used because 
stamps of  proper d e n o m i n a t i o n  \\' ere not avai lable  we find most 
of the  b isected covers orig i n at i ng i n  sma l l  towns ,  \vhere stamp 
supp l i es were not large a n cl m igh t be exh au sted as to some de­
nom i nat ion s . An e x a m i n :it ion o f the l i s t  o f  b i sected 10  c ent 
stamps of  1 847. abo ve 1·efcned t o .  does not show this small­
town origi n ,  although as to lJ l a c k  J ac k  b isects  i t  i s  very defi­
n ite ly the case .  S u c h  t o w n s  as S i n k i n g Spr i n gs , P a . ; Bainbr idge, 
Pa. ; Annandale ,  N. Y . ; Onon daga, M i c h . ; Sugar Run, Pa. ; 
B loody Run,  Pa . ; East Clarendon .  Vt  . .  arc o n l y  some of  the 
towns of origin of  b i sected B lack Jacks . 

Probably t h e  on ly safe \\·ay to be s u re y o u  have a gen u ine 
bisected stamp i s  to have  i t  expe rt i z ed . Most  of the  i tems i l lus­
trated here have been so expert ized .  

Probably the  largest num ber o f  B l ack J a c k  bi sects from any 
one correspondence i s  from the George P .  Everhart correspond­
ence.  These letters a l l  originated in  Manchester ,  Maryland ,  and 
are al l  addressed in  the same handwr i t ing to " Mr .  George P. 
Everhart,  Rai l  Road,  York County , Pennsy l v a n i a . "  A portion 
o f  one such cover i s  here i l l u strated and has t h e guarantee of 
P h i l i p  H .  Ward.  J 1· . . ( Fig .  42 ) .  At least e i gh t cove rs from this 
correspondence with  the b i sected B l ack Jack are known. 

Fig .  43 shows a b i sected B lack Jack t ied by the town marktng 
of  White 's  Tannery . Pennsylvania ,  on a cover addressed to Mr. 
James Kintz, who was postmaster at Paradise Va l l ey at the  t ime.  
T h i s  cover ,  and t h e  one next descr ibed .  were for merly i n  the 
H enry C .  G i bson col lect ion and are guaranteed as genuine  bi-
sects .  

· 
Fig. 44 shows a rare combinat ion of the then current three 

cent stamp, one B lack Jack, and a bisected B lack Jack to make 
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up the double letter rate of six cents .  The stamps are well tied 
b y  the town marking of B loody Run,  Pa. ,  struck twice .  I also 
have other letters from this same correspondence,  indicating 
authenticity of this cover. 

A gril led bisect i s  shown in Fig. 45.  The stamps are very 
much off center and the cut portion i s  only faintly tied .  The 
town of origin i s  C:tscade,  Iowa. This cover was formerly in 
the Col .  Green collection and i s  a genuine bisect .  

Three b isects are shown which are considered genuine but 
each of which lacks one or more of  the conditions usually re-

Fig. 4 4 .  A Vertical Bisect. Rare 
Combination of Stamps. 

quired to guarantee it as genuine .  I n  one ( Fig. 46) the cut por­
tion i s  not t ied to the cover, as i t  i s  flush w;th the edge of  the 
envelope and therefore could not be t ied .  I t  i s  a late use of the 
B lack Jack, 1 87 1 ,  but was reported as an original find and is  
presumed to be genuine .  A nother cover  ( Fig. 47) bears the 
town marking of Onondaga , Mich .  I t  is  c la imed that the ink 
date in  the town marking "20" and the pen strokes cancel l ing 
the stamp, are made with the same ink ,  and that the cover i s  a 
genuine bisect .  The third cover ( Fig. 48) is from B envenue,  Pa.  
It has the appearance of  a genuine B lack Jack bisect,  being ad­
dressed to an attorney and having at one end a notation appar­
ently made by the addressee ,  showing the date of receipt of the 
letter and day i t  was answered .  The absence of cancelling marks 
tying al l  of  these bisects to the cover, however, leaves them in 
the questionable class ,  and while i t i s very possible that they 
are genuine bisected stamps they lack the value which accom­
panies an authenticated bisect .  

Of a strictly spurious nature,  i n  my opinion, is  the attractive 
piece with . the Hudson, Ohio cancellation . ( Fig. 49) . Whoever 
manufactured this item was altogether too careful in making 
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Fig. 45.  A Cover from :the Col. Green Collec:tion. 

Fig. 46. The Bisect is No:I Tied :to This Cover As :the Envelope 
Was Cu:t Open Along :the Righ:t End. 

Fig. 47. A Genuine Bisec:I. Bisec:ted S:lamp No:I Tied to Cover. 
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it "good," as the town marking perfectly ties the cut portion of 
the stamp and for good measure a beautiful black star ties the 
whole stamp. 

Two other covers are i l lustrated for compa1·ative purposes. 
The St .  Paul cover ( Fig. 50) shows the stamp well  t ied. but the 
ki l ler does not appear genuine .  I am not fami l iar w : t h  the  St .  
Paul cancellations of  this period . and i f  i t could be s h o ,\"n from 
other covers that this was a type of St .  Paul ki l ler used during 
the B lack Jack period, it would help in reach ing a decision 
as to the genuineness of th is cover. 

Somewhat s imi lar i s  the New York City co ver ( Fig.  5 1 ) .  The 
bisected stamp i s  on the opposite side o f  the cove1· from the ·whole 
stamp, which latter stamp i s  t ied by a recognized town marking 
of the period. The bisected stamp, however, i s  t ied by a rather 
vague and indistinct marking. This cover appears to be a drop 

Fig. 48. This Bisect Is Not Tied to Cover. But Believed Genuine. 

letter, so two cents would be the proper 
·
amount of postage . I t  

would therefore appear that this is  a spurious cover a s  far a s  
t h e  b isect is  concerned , a s  there would  b e  n o  occasion t o  a ci d  a n  
addit ional o n e  cent of postage , and i t  would hardly seem that . 
one could not purchase a one cent stamp in  New York City .  

I t i s  possible that  as a matter of pure convenience people 
would bisect a stamp, and that this convenience, instead of  the 
lack of adequate stamp suppl ies ,  accounts for bisects .  In other 
words, even people in  a large city having plentiful stamp supphes 
might find themselves at home without a three cent stamp but 
with several two cent stamps and would use a bisected two cent 
stamp merely as a matter of convenience.  Although it could 
hardly be said that the bisected stamp was in  general use, i t  was 
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used frequen t ly enough so that po, t m asters would recogn ize it 
as proper postage unt i l  the regulation forb idcLng it was adopted 
in  1 873 . 

I t  can be seen from the above that the study of the b isected 
stamps is most intriguing and poses many interest ing problerrts �  

Fig. 4 9 .  This Bisect B e ­
lieved t o  Be a Fake. 

Fig. 50. Bisect Tied to Cover With 
Smudge Cancel. Believed to Be 

a Fake. 

1 .' \\ \ " \ '.' \ .  • \ \ '  \ \ \ \ '  \ \ ',  \\ \ \  \ \ \ \ . I I I , f  l i  l l i U' l l !d J IUHl l ll l lf l l E l l lli 
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Fig. 5 1 .  Another Bisect Believed to Be a Fake. 
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Fig. 52.  A Horizontal Pair on Cover. 

Fig. 53. A Vertical Pair on Cover. 
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Chapter XII 

MULTIPLE PIECES ON COVER 

V./ e h a v e  previous ly d i scussed the B lack Jack used s ingly and 
in  i t s  bisected form .  vVe a lso find i t  used i n  pai rs . str ips  of  
three .  i n  b locks  of  fo u r  and i n  irregular  s tr ips  and blocks .  

There i s  no sat is factory exp , a n �� � ion  o f  t h e  use  of  t \\"O B lack 
Jacks  on a s i ngle letter  of  t h e  fi i· s t  c lass  ( F ig.  52 ) .  A fe \\' years 
ago . i n d i scuss ing t h i s  matter  "· i th  Stanley B.  A shbrook , one 
of our  foremost  a u t h o r i t i e s on early Un i ted States stamps,  h e  
expressed a deep interest  i n  the  comparat ively large number u t  
covers franked by t\\·o B lack Jacks .  e i ther  two s i ngl e cop i e s  or a 
pair . A t  h i s  s ugge st ion I s u b m itted to h i m  a description of fi fty 
such covers bearing t \\·o B l ack Jacks w h i c h  I had i n  m y  col­
lecfon at the t i m e .  A fter  a v e ry t horough study ,,· h i c h  M r. A s h ­
brook made of  t h i s  part i c u l a r uo age h e  came to the  conc lus ion 
that these  covers merely represe n ted a one cent  overpay ment  
of  the  proper postage . H e  ,·ery logica l ly  ca l l s  attent ion to the  
fact that  a f ter  Ju ly  1 .  1 Ui3 .  t h t>  elate th e  one cent carr i e r  rate 
was abo l i sh ed . \\· e n c \- c i· i . n cl t h i s  f o u r  cent usage i n  any for m  
o t h e r  t h a n  t \\·o t \\· o-cent  s ta m p:' .  t int i s .  \\' e do not find a four  
cent r a t e  m a d e  up o f  a three  ccn c and a o n e - c e n t  s tamp after that  
elate .  This  aci d s  furth e r  s t r e n �· L l1 to the  posit ion taken that  t h i s  
u sage repre s e n t s  a n  o v erpay m e n t  of  p '.) s tage only . 

I can add n o t h i ng to l\'J r. .-\ s h  brook 's  cone I u s  ion . I t  seems 
rather  paradox ica l  t h at at  t h e  \· ery t i m e some o f  our c i t i zens  
w e r e  c leaning atid re -us ing stam p s  to t h e  point  that spec ific  m eas-

Fig. 5 4 .  A Strip o f  Three o n  Cover. 
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Fig. 55. Another Vertical Pair on Cover. 

Fig. 56. A Block of Four on Cover. 
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l'�g. 57.  A Block cf F�l.,l' r::id a 3 n;ie en C;:.v!: 7. 
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Fig. 58. Block of Four 

Fig. 59. Block of Four. 
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ures were taken to prevent such pract ice ( Chapter I I )  that 
others of our c i t izens  were so prodigal as to use too much post­
age. 

A study of th e  postal  rates i n  effect  dur ing t h e  B lack Jack 
pe1-iod.  ho,Yever,  leads to no other c o n c l u s ion than that  reached 
be  Mr. Ashbrook. There were .  to be sure .  s i tuat ions which 
would require four cents in postage . For instance , c irculars ,  
exceed ing three i n  number but not over six i n  number, and 
sent  to one address ,  required four cents pos tage ( Fig. 53 ) .  Aga in 
m i s c e l laneous mai lable  matter \Yeighing fro m four to eight 
ounces  also required fo ur  cents  postage ( Se c .  34.  Post  Office B i l l ,  
1 863 ) . B u t  the  covers bearing e i t h e r  t\YO s ingles  or a pa i r of  
Black Jacks t h a t  h a v e  prornked t h i s  i nqu i ry were  not  used  for 
that type o · mai l .  From all ::ppcarances they are first e ta":; 
domestic ma i l ,  and as such req u ire three cents postage only 
( F igs .  52. 5 5 ) .  Unt i l  a better explanation i s  forthcoming as to 
t h i s  u sage w e  "· i l l  let our case rest on that con : l u s i o n .  

T h e  U S '.' o f  a s t r i p  o f  t h 1·e�  B l ac\ J�.cks  or three s . ng les  i s  
readi ly  e�:p l a i n a b l e .  T h e  s i ngle letter  rate i n  effect  at the  t i m e  
"·a s  t h ree cents .  except  for dro p  letters .  vVe the refore find 
three Black J acl: s  used on occasion to pay the double letter rate 
( F ig .  54 ) . ,-\ s would b e  expected these are usual ly found .  but 
not ahY a y s .  on l ega l s i z e  co v ers . A s  I be; ieve  i s  true i n regard to  
a l l  s ta m p s .  \·ert ica l  pairs  or  str ips  are rarer than hori zontal pairs  
or  str ips .  po ss ib ly expla ined by t h e  fact that  i t  i s  eas ier  or  more 
natural  to tear a sheet  o f  sta m p s  i n to horizontal . rather than 
vert ical , str ips . I be l ieve the student wil l  find that such state­
ment  i s  correct ,  and that regardless  o f  the i ssue  or denom­
inat ion of the stamp that  the used verti cal pairs or strip s  are 
found much less  frequently than hor i zontal pairs or str ips ( Fig .  
5 5 ) . Th is cover i s  a year-o f-i ssue  cover .  a lways a d e s i rable  
i t e m  i n  o tu- early i s s u e s .  

N ext  to t h e  b i sect  t h e  B lack J a c k  i n  used blocks  of four  i s  
given the h ighest value i n  the  standard catalogue .  The  logical 
explanation for this h igh evaluation would be i n  the fact that 
there was at the  t ime the B lack Jack was in  use no rate requiring 
postage o f  e i ght cents only and we find the block o f  four usual ly 
on o ver\\· e i g h t  lette 1-s  ( Fig .  56) , o r  used "· i t h  a s ingle  copy to 
make up t h e  ten c e n t  rate to Canada ( Fig.  57) . An examination 
of the  Canad i �: n  cover i l l u strates t h e  diffi c u l ty encoun tered in us­
ing blocks or ord inary ma i l .  as i n  this in stance the block for four,  
with a part of the  fi fth copy . was affixed to the back of the  e 1 1 -
velope .  leaY ing the m uti lated s ingle copy on the front of  the 
cover .  In  v iew o f  t h e  fact that  stamps o f  five cent  and ten cent 
denominations were avai lable  to make up the Canadian and other 
foreign rates t h e  use  of  B l ack Jacks in  b locks o f  four was very 
rare . 

S ince the used block of four B lack Jacks i s  valued over twice 
as  much as  the  unused block one must  

·
be  careful in the purchase 
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of the used block unless on cover so that i ts  actual use can be 
determined.  I l lustrated here\\' i th  are two blocks of four off cov­
er copies . The one ( Fig. 58) appears to be genuine , with a cork 
cancellation typical of the period. It has F gri l l  ( Scott 's #93 ) . 
The other block ( Fig. 59) has a beautiful greenish-blue cancel­
lation of lozenge shape , with a five-pointed colorless star with 
solid dot in  the center. While this may be a genuine used block, 
i t  may also be a forgery. I know of no cancellation of this type 
in  use in  the period, and i t  i s  poss ible  that someone wanted a 
used block and made it altogether too attractive , as in  the case 
of  the bisect i l lustrated previously herein  ( Fig. 49) . 

Large used blocks of the B lack J ack are non-existent . I l lus ­
trated herewith i s  a lso  a str ip  of four of these  stamps in  used 
condition , which makes  an at tracti  , . e  show piece .  ( Fig. 60) .  

Fig, 60. Vertical Strip of Four. 
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Chapter XIII  

C O V ERS I L L U S TRATE U S AGE I N  C O M B INATION 

WITH OTHER ST AMPS 

·we have pre\· iously d i scussed the B lack Jack used s ingly , a s  
a b i se ct . a n d  i n  pairs .  b loc k s  a n d  s t r . p s .  Our present d i scussion 
w i l l  treat o f  i b  u s e  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  stamps o f t h e  
p e r i o d .  

The most c o m m o n  u s e  o f  the  B lack Jack in  combination 
\\· i th another stamp \\'a s  i t s  use \\< th  the one cent  stamp of  the 
1 86 1  i s sue .  Scott ' s  #63. and i t s  gri l l ed  variat ions ( Fig .  6 1 ) .  This  

Fig. 6 1 .  Two Cent Black Jack With One Cent 1 8 6 1 .  

co m b i n a t i o n  \\· a s  o n l y  n a t u ra l ,  as one copy of the B l a c k  Jack a n d  
one copy of the one cent stamp made up the three  cent first  class 
letter rate in effect at the t i m e .  \iVh i l e  the auct ion catalogue us­
ua l ly descr ibes  a cover  bear ing th i s  combination of stamps as a 
" rare i te m "  or in s im i lar term s .  and whi l e  i t  i s  actual ly an un­
common use.  st i l l  the spec ia l i s t  in this stamp would hav

-
e several 

covers \\· i t h  this combination . My own collect ion numbers an 
even one hundred such covers at the  t ime this handbook is  writ­
ten ,  so i t  could harclh· be said to be a ' ' rare " i tem. Some of  these 
covers ha \·e  already 

-
been i l lustrated in  previous chapters ( Figs .  

1 4,  36) . 
I t  i s  interesting to note that th i s  use in combination began 

early in the B lack Jack era .  Prev ious ly i l lustrated ( Fig. 12) was 
a month-of- i ssue co\·er ( Ju ly ,  1 863 ) , where the  B lack Jack i s  used 
\\· i th  the one cent stamped en velope i n  use at the t ime .  The 
earl i es t  use  of  the  B lack Jack i n  combinat ion with the one cent 
aclhes iYe stamp of the  same ser ies of which 1 have any record is  
on a conr from Chicago dated September 1 0, 1 863,  although 
there i s  a record of several covers of th is  type bearing other elates 
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Fig. 62. Two Cent Black Jack With One Cent 1 869. 

Fig. 63. Two Cent Black Jack With One Cent 1 870. 
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in September and several in October. November a-nd December 
of the year of issue . 

I would conclude, after an examination of these covers.  t tmt 
there is no special pattern in the use of this combination. We 
find these two stamps on covers from small towns and from our 
largest citi es .  on plain covers and on those with attractive cor­
ner cards ,  on covers bearing manuscript cancellations as well as 
those with fancy des igns and special postal markings, on soldier 
mai l  and on patriotic covers . In  other words. there seems to be 
no particular characterist ic as to this  usage and we therefore 
conclude that many of our cit izens found i t  convenient and nat­
ural to use the two cent and an one cent stamp to make up the 
three cent first class letter rate. 

Much rarer i s  the use of the Black Jack with .the one cent 
stamp of another issue to make up the three cent rate . We have 
heretofore discussed and i l lustrated its use with the demone­
tized one cent stamp of the preceding issue ( Fig. 1 1 )  and the 
one cent stamped envelope then in use ( Fig. 1 3 )  Chapter IV. 

The B lack Jack i s  also known used with the one cent stamp 
of the 1 869 pictorial issue, Scott 's  # 1 1 2 ( Fig. 62) ,  with the one 
cent stamp of the 1 870 issue .  Scott's # 1 45 ( Fig. 63 ) ; and with 
the one cent stamped envelope of the 1870-71 issue ,  Reay # U76, 
( Fig. 64) , as well  as with the one cent Express revenue (Chapter 
V I I I ,  Fig. 30) . 

Fig. 64. Two Cent Black Jack With 
One Cent Reay Envelope. Fig. 65. Pair of Two Cent Black 

Jacks With Five Cent 1 862. 

A very rare usage is  shown in Fig. 65, where a pair of B lack 
Jacks i s  used with the five cent stamp of the period to make up 
the treble rate for first class letters . In  my opinion this  i s  a 
much rarer usage than many of those indicated above .  

The use of the B lack Jack in combination which poses the 
most  vexing problem and which so far  defies  satisfactory ex-
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p:lanation is its use with the three cent stamp of the same series to 
make up five cents postage on domestic mai l . The only type of 
first class domestic letter call ing for the five cent rate at that time 
was for a letter conveyed by private ship or vessel where de­
livered to the post office where the ship arrived,  ( Fig. 66) . This 

Fig. 66.  Two Cent Black Jack Used On a Three Cent Envelope to 
Make the Sc Ship Rate. 

letter was brought into New Orleans by a p1- i vate ship and under 
the law in effect at the t ime,  the captain was entitled to a two 
cent fee for carriage , which in th i s  case was prepaid .  

The post office bil l  of  1 863. which becam e effecti ve on July 
1 st ,  1863, provides as follows : 

"Sec. 3 1 .  And be it further enacted, that the Postmaster 

General shall have authority to pay, or cause to be paid, a· 

sum not exceeding two cents each, for all letters conveyed 

in any vessel or steamboat not employed in carrying the 

mail, from one port or place to any other port or place in 

the United States . . .  " 

While  other such covers are known to exist, that i s ,  private 
ship rate covers, they are extremely rare .  But we find the five  
cent  rate made up of  one copy each of  the B lack Jack and the 
three cent stamp of the period for letters between inland points, 
where carrying by boat i s  either impossible or entirely im­
practicable  ( Fig. 67) .  

This particular cover i s  postmarked at Davenport, Iowa and 
is addressed to Lyons, Iowa. Both of these towns are located 
on the Mississippi River and  it  i s  conceivable that this letter 
m ight have been del ivered by ship ,  except for the fact that it 
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Fig. 67. 68,  69.  Black Jacks Used 
With 3c Stamps to Make-Up 

The Sc Rate. 
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be:a:rs the town marking of the apparent point of origin, Daven­
port, which it would not show i f  it were carried outside of the 
mail on a private ship. The original letter is  inside the envelop� 
and is dated at Davenport on April 24, 1868, so this could not 
have been a ship letter, which would thus explain the five cents . 
postage . 

Another cover ( Fig. 68) carries the postmark of Indianapolis 
and the destination was Logansport, both in the State of Indiana. 
Both of  these cities are located on rivers that might be navigable 
to smal l  craft and it is  possible that the letter was p icked up by 
private sh ip and deposited at Indianapolis in the post office and 

. thence to Logansport through the mai ls .  
A third cover bearing this odd rate (F ig. 69) shows the point 

of origin as Freeport, I l l inois,  and the point of destination as 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania .  As in the case of the two covers last 
above described it i s possible that this letter was picked up by 
private ship and deposited in the post office at Freeport and 
thence was sent through the mails to Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. 
Unfortunately the contents of the two covers last described are 
missing, so the exact point of origin cannot be determined. I t  is 
as reasonable to conclude that they are ship letters as that they 
are not, inasmuch as river traffic was heavy on many of our 
inland waterways in those days and persons having letters to 
be mailed frequently handed them to the ship captain to be de­
posited in the post office at the next port of  call . In fact, such 
an explanation of the five cents postage on these letters is more 
logical , in my opinion, than trying to explain them on the theory 
of over-payment of  postage . This usage could hardly be ex­
plained by an overpayment, as in the case of the two B lack Jacks 
discussed in Chapter X I I .  In  other words,  the entire B lack 
Jack used on the cover here i l lustrated is surplusage as far as 
·can be ascertained, and there would 1 be no necessity for using 
any postage other than the three cent stamp to cover the first 
class letter rate unless it actually is a private ship letter. 

On large, overweight letters, and on registered mail, we u..:­
casionally find odd combinations, in which most al l  of the de­
nominations of this same series are used.  I t i s  hardly necessary 
to i l lustrate them, as the need for odd amounts of postage is 
quite obvious in such cases. 
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Chapter XIV 

V A RI O U S  PLATES D I S T I N GU I S H E D  B Y  MARGI NAL 

MARKINGS AND S P A C I N G  

There were se \'en d ifi.erent plates used  in  L 11 e  pr int ing o f  the 
Black Jack .  About th i s  there seem,-,  ,o be l i t t l e  doubt .  The 
µ!ates were numbered ��'  29, 30, 3 1 .  50, 51 and 53 .  They were 
engraved by the National Bank l\otc  �0:11 pany o i  New York, 
which firm also had produced the ent ire 1 86 1  i s sue  fo l lo \\' ing the· 
demonetization of the 1 856 i s sue .  Luff reports that  altogether 
256,566,000 copies of the B lack Jack were printed . 

The engraving on a s ingle B lack Jack i s  200 m m .  wide  and 25 m m .  in  height .  On the sheet  the stamps are arranged s l ight ly  
less  than 2 mm. apart horizontal ly and 2 mm.  vert ica l ly . I t  i s  
true that there a re  s l ight variations in  th i s  w id th  of separat ion , 
clue to the m ethod of l ine  engraving which was used in prepar­
ing the plates.  Occasional ly you will  find a spaci ng oi  two fu l l  
mm.  between the s tamps  hori zontal ly . but  spac ing of  th i s  width  
i s very  unusual . The 2 mm.  between th �  stamps vertical ly i s  
measured from the  bottom of the ova l  containing the J ackson 
portrait  to the top of the  oval  o f  the stamp next  below. 

The perforat ion . 12 guage. takes approximate ly 1 mm. of  the 
space between the  stamps .  leav ing less  t lnn  }'i mm. margin on 
each stamp .  even i f  the  perforation ,,· e r e  perfect ly  spaced about 
the stamp. The wel l -accepted fac t  that the  perforat ing on the 
B lack Jack is notorious ly  bad i s  pai- t ] _,. exp la ined  by the  c lose 
spacing. 

:\s has been suggested in the I n trod uct ion .  the B lack Jack 
i s  di st inct ive i n  that the head of the  subj ect occupies  more uf 
the stamp i tse l f  than in  any other of  our stamps .  

The oval  contain ing the picture of  J ackson .  at i t s  widest  part ,  
takes up the  ent ire width of the stamp .  whereas 23 m m .  of  the 
25  m m .  in  he ight i s  taken up by th i s  portra i t .  the t \\·o remain­
ing mm.  be ing at the top of the stamp and taken up with  the  
curved band wh ich  conta ins  the  \Yords " U .  S .  Postage . "  

The stamps \Yere pr inted from steel p lates  i n  sheets  o f  20J, 
arranged in two horizontal  panes .  each pane conta in ing 1 00  
stam ps .  1 0  x 1 0. T h e  method of  engraving used was what i s  
com m only kno\Yn a s  ' ' l i ne  engraving." Brookman.  i n  h i s  work 
' 'The  N i neteenth Century Postage Stamps of  the United States ,"  
devotes an interest ing c h apter to a descr ipt ion of  th is  process ,  
\Yh ich  was u sed i n  engraving a l l  of our N ineteenth Century 
stamps .  I t  i s  not necessary to expla in th is  method of  l ine  e n ­
graving in th i s  work . but anyone interested in the details of  th i s  
part i cu lar k ind  of work should sure ly  read the  ,·cry interest ing 
and inforrnat iYe first chapter contained  i n  Volume I of  Mr .  
Brookman's book . Suff ice  i t to say tha t  i n  th i s  process the  
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design of the stamp is located on the plate according to certain . 
. dots and lines placed there by the lay-out man,  and although it 
:is intended that these marks be exactly the same d istance apart 
it i s  only natural that there should be small variations ,  which 
account for fhe s l ight variance in the spacing. 

SHEET MARGIN S  

Fig. 7 0 .  Large Block Shwingo Position o f  Plate Number 
And Engraver's Imprint. 

In the preparation of the several plates of the B lack Jack 
there appears to be a lack of uniformity .  At least on Plates 29, 
30 and SO and presumably on Plates 28 and 3 1 .  the engravers 
name and the plate number appear at the bottom of each pane ,  
in  a perforated sheet  margin ( Fig. 70) . These  perforated mar­
gins do not appear to be of uniform width .  as various i l lustra­
tions accompanying this  work wil l d isclose . On some of the 
sheets ,  at least ,  the engra ver's name also appears at each s ide ,  
and at the top of the pane,  but in a different style of panel  and 
without the plate number ( Fig. 7 1 ) .  

After examining a hundred or more sheet margin copies I 
had about reached the conclusion that the left sheet margin of  
al l  of the sheets was without perforation unt i l  I ran across a copy 
with a perforated sheet margin at the left ( Fig.  72 ) .  Out of many 
sheet margin copies which I had examined this was the only 
copy I had found in  which there was a perforated margin at the 
left. Shortly after d iscovering this  cog.,v, however,  a reader of 
the series of articles from which this book was compiled,  Mr .  
Amon Carter, Jr . ,  of Forth Worth ,  Texas ,  k indly submitted to 
m e  a photograph of an entire left pane from Plate 30 .  and this  
pane has a perforated margin the ent ire length of  the left s ide 

80 

' ' 



Fig. 7 1 .  Showing Engraver's Imprint on Side of Sheet. 

Fig. 72. Stamp Showing Sheet M argin Perforated. 

of t h e  pane and in t h i s  perfo r ated m argin there i s  contained the 
engraver's name s im i l a r  to that as shown on the r ight pane and 
heretofore i l lu strated ( F ig.  7 1 ) .  

I bel ieve  i t  i s  also poss ib le  to state wi th  certainty that the top 
and bottom sheet margins  \\" ere in  all cases perforated .  Whi le  it 
i s  true that occasiona l ly  one finds a straight edge at the top or 
at the bottom of  a s ingle copy of th e  Black J ack I think i t  i s  
a l so  j ust as  t rue  that  these  are  a l l  copies where  the straight edge 
has been made w i th shears ,  as i t  was not uncommon for people 
us ing these stamps  to d isregard the perforations where they 
were very m uch off-center and they rel ied entirely upon cut­
ting the stamps apart with shears .  

My  study a lso leads me to the conclus ion that there was no 
additional spacing between the two panes i n  at least the first four 
plates,  28, 29, 30, and 3 1 .  In other words, this scant 2 mm. spac­
ing separated the two panes as well as  the stamps in the re­
mainder of the sheet .  The stamp itse l f  i s  not known in imper­
forate condit ion and several  straddle-pane copies ,  some of which 
are here i l lustrated .  lead to the conclus ion that the  spacing was 
the same throughout the entire sheet. I was of  the opinion that 
this was true as to a l l  of  the seven plates of the B lack Jack until 
I ran across an unusual  copy ( Fig.  73 ) .  This  has  a straight edge 
at the right of the stamp and there is fa intly shown a part of 
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another copy . separated by a pane margin of 40 mm.  This copy 
surely negatives my earl ier  conclusion that in all of the sheets 
the space between the two panes of each sheet was the same as 
between the stamps within the pane,  approximately 2 mm.  The 
copy last i l lustrated i s  on an 1 869 cover,  a late use, and i s  gri l led 
9 x 1 3 .  

I t  w a s  m y  first conclusion that t h e  straight  edge sheet mar­
gin ,  and not the perforated sheet margin ,  appeared only at the 
left

. 
of  some of the sheets ,  but upon further examination of ad-

Fig. 7 3 .  Fig. 74. 

Stamps Showing Engraver's Marks. 

ditional copies I d iscovered some copies  with an i mperforate 
sheet margin at the r ight,  as wel l  as at the left , so I have now 
reached the conclusion that in some of the sheets there \vas no 
perforated sheet margin at either the right or the l eft of the sheet.  
While it  i s  possible that these are copies  from one of the later 
sheets ,  where the two panes were separated by a space up to 
40 mm. in width ,  still an examination of the copies themselves 
indicates that they are sheet margin stamps and not pane copies .  
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A lthough the  subj ect  of gu ide l ines  poses a ' ery interest i ng 
a n d  com p l ex prob l e m  a n d  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a spe c ia l s ub j ec t , 
s o m e  of t h e  s t a m p s  s h o \\· t h a t  a gu i d e  l i n e  was u s e d  for c u t t i n g  
t h e  o u t e r  e d g e s  o f  t h e  s h e e t  a n d  n o t  o n l y  f o r  s e p a ra t i n g  t h e  t w o  
p a n e s .  T h : s  ,,.oti l cl a l so t e n d to p r o v e  t h a t  o n  so m e  o f  t h e  s h e e t s ,  
a t  l eas t .  th e re \\· ere no perforated ma rgin s at  the  s ide s .  Som e ­
t imes  th e s e  are m ere l y m arks � i rn i l a r  to �ru i cl e  l i n e  m arks.  w h e r e ­
a s  on other  copies  ( l •;i g.  7-J. )  t h e  e n gra y;;. · s  m arks ru 1 1  th e en t i re 
l e n ri· th o i  t l i e  s t a m p .  t h u s  i n cL cat i ng  that  at l east  ,- o m e  o f  t h e  
,; h e

.� t s  rn ay hc1 , ·e  b c· ! 1  prepared , .,.
'
i t h o u t  a p e d o r a t e cl m a 1· g i n  

e i t h e r  a t  t h e  l e ft or a L  t h e  r igl t t .  
.-\ t t h e  h o t � o m  o f  t h e  pa n e s .  a c  l e  s t  o n  ! ' ! a t e s  29 a n d  30 .  t h e r e  

app ears  t h e  f u l l  n a n, e  d t h e  e n �·1"Lt \< n g firm . "· i th  t h e  p late num­
ber ( Fig .  7C ) .  1 h  s r::'a cl ' :• :; fo l i o -..\· :; : ' ' E ?\ G I U \ V E D  U Y  T H E  
'\' .-\ T I O X .-\ L I L\ :\ !'  :\ OT E  C O :'vl PA .:\ Y  CITY O F  ;\ E\V 
Y O f� K . "  T h i ,;  nam ep l a t e con '.rs  t h e  four c e n ter  stamps o f  e a c h  
p a n e .  I m m e d i at e l y  b e l o \\· t h i s .  a ml c o ,·e r i n g  o n l y  t h e  t \\·o c e n t e r  
s t a m p s  o f  e a c h  p a n e .  i s  t h e  p l a t e  n u m b e r .  as  " f\ o .  30 P l a t e . "  t h e 
n u m eral  appea r i n g  u n d e r  t h e  l e ft a n d  t h e  word " P l a t e "  appear­
i ng under  the  r ight center  stamp.  The  " N A T I O .:\ A L  B A K K  
l\ O T E  C 0 :.1 PA N Y "  i s  co lor less  on a background consi s t ing o f  
a black pane l .  

The p la te  names  on t h e  s i d e s .  a n d  at  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p a n e s .  a r e  
as  fo l l o w s : " KA T I O i\' A L  B A N K  :t\' O T E  C O-N EW Y O R  r-:: ."  
and c o n s i s t  o f  a p a n e l  of c o l o r l e s s  l e t t e r s  o n  a b l a c k  b a ckgro u n d .  
T h e  pan e l  i s  s l i g h t l y  l arge1· t h a n  t h a t  a t  t h e  bottom o f  e a c h  pan e .  
h u t  d o e s  n o t  carry t h e  p late n u :n b e r  ( F i ;:; . 7 1 ) .  

ENGRAVER'S MARKS 

Jn the p ro c e s s  o f  l i n e  e n gra v i n g  the l a y - o u t  man w o u l d  i n cl i ­
c a t e  o n  t h e  so ft s t e e l  p l a t e  t h e  e x a c t s p o t s  w h e r e  t h e  d e s i gn o f  
the  stamp \Yas to h e  " rocked i n . " I n  o t h e r  word s .  i f  there were 
to he 200 st a mp s pr inted from one p l ate .  as  was the  case with  the 
Black Jack,  t h e re would b e  ind icat ed on th e  steel  plate ,  by corner 
dcts or l ines .  the exact location of  t h e s e  200 posit ions .  After th e 
des ign of t h e  s t a m p  h a d  b e e n  tran s ferred from t h e  t r a n s fe r  roll  to 
t h e 200 p o s i t i o n s  o n  the s h e e t  i t w a s  i n t e n d e d  that these e n grav­
ers m arks \Y h i c h  were p l ac e d  o n  the p l a t e  to a s s i s t  in the t r a n s ­
fe r .  w o u l d  b e  b u r n i s h e d  o u t  o f  t h e  p l a t e  so t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  a p ­
pear on the  finished stamp .  Whi le  i t  i s  true that  i n  many cases 
th i s  was clone .  s t i l l  we do find m any copies  of  the B lack Jack 
i n  which  the  engra,·ers mark s ,  l i t t l e  clots or  faint l ines .  are c lear­
ly v i s ib l e .  It i s by means o f  such m arks . toge t h e 1· w i t h  i m p erfe ct 
transfers ,  such as dou b l e  o r  t i- i p l e  t i·an s fers ,  t h a t  s t a m p s  can b e  
"plat e d , "  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  a part i c u l ar c o p y  can be l o c a t e d  a s  to i t s  
exac t  pos i t i on o n  a c e r t a i n  p late . 

The B lack Jack has never  been so plated .  I n  correspondence 
some years ago with Mr.  Herbert B .  Atherton .  the  noted B lack 
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Fig. 75. Guide Lines at Top of Right Pane. 

Fig. 76. Guide Lines at Top of Left Pane. 
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Fig. 78.  Guide Lines al: Bo!:!:om of Left Pane. 

Jack authority . he lamented the fact that the B lack Jack had 
never  been p lated and expressed the hope that  some day such 
would be undertaken . With seven p lates  of  200 posit ions each 
i t would mean the  locating of 1 400 separate pos i t ions ,  a rather 
arduous task . 

I t  would appear that it was customary to locate the four  
corners of  the  stamp on the plate by a sma l l  dot .  Many of these 
dots are  s t i l l  to  be found on the pr inted stamp .  ( See Figs . 77a, 
77b . c , cl , f and g and 78b . c and cl ) .  On the bottom tier of  stamps 
on Plate  30 ( Fig .  70) , the bottom corners of  each posit ion have 
two clots each ,  a rather interest ing fact and one which ass i s ts  in  
locat ing at l east  the pos i t ions  of  the twenty bottom stamps on 
plate 30. On other copies w e  find as many as 3 clots on one 
corner .  

Less frequently we find the  engravers marks in  the form 
0f  so l id  l ines  the ent ire length of  the s tamp ( Fig .  74 ) .  These  
are probably at the s ide of  the sheet  and were  used as the  start­
ing point for the layout .  I t  i s  possible that on these plates where 
there were no perforated margins  at the s ides  that these l ines  
at the  s ides were  left purposely i n  order  to ass i s t  i n  cutting the 
sheet. 

GUIDE LINES 

Scott 's  Special ized Catalogue describes guide l ines as "hori­
zontal or vertical colored lines between the stamps ,  and extended 
wholly or part ial ly across the sheet ," and states that their  pur­
pose is to " serve as guides for the operators of  perforating m a­
chines ,  or to indicate the l ine of separation o f  the sheet into 
panes ." 
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As has been previously suggested .  some copi es of the Black 
Jack have vertical l ines  the ent ire length of the st.amp ( Fig .  74 
and Fig. 78a ) but in my opinion these are sheet margin l ines 
and appear only on those sheets ,  probably from plates 50, 51  and 
53 ,  where the s ide margins  are not perforated margins but  are 
straight edged .  I bel ieve that on none of  the plates of the B lack 
Jack will we find the mark for cutt ing the sheet into panes a 
sol id l ine  the ent ire length of the sheet .  Rather we find a short  
dash . one at the bottom an d one at the top of each sheet ,  indi­
cat ing where the sheet i s to be cut into i ts  t\\·o panes .  

I f  we start with the wel l  establ i shed fact that there were seven 
plates of  the B lack Jack,  then there would be only seven guide 
l ines at the top and seven at the bottom of the B lack Jack plates ,  
a total o f  1 4  d ifferent gu ide  l ines .  These could appear on 28 
d ifferent stamps .  1 4  top guide l ines  and 1 4  bottom guide l ines ,  
as the guide l i ne  could appear on the right or l e f t  of  the stamp,  
depending upon ,,·h ich s ide of  the arrow the sheet was cut .  as 
i l lustrated in  Fig.  75-78. But  regard less  of  that fact ,  there could 
be no more than seven d i st inct types of the bottom arrows .  In 
other words ,  a guide l ine  appearing at the top of any B lack Jack 
should fal l  into one of  seven types .  and s im i larly ,  a guide l ine  ap­
pearing at the bottom of any Black Jack should fall into one of  
seven types .  

No two guide l ines of  the seven B lack Jack plates \\·ere ex­
actly the same.  Some are short ,  others quite long ; some have a 
definite  width ,  others are the faintest of l ines .  B ecause ful l  sheets 
of  the  B lack Jack are non-ex istant .  and fu l l  panes are extremely 
rare , i t  i s  a lmost imposs ib le to ass ign a certain  guide  l ine  to a 
spec ific  sheet ,  and say that guide l ines  ' ' a"  are from Plate 28, for 
instance .  

I have  arranged and  had en larged several guide l ines  of  the  
B lack Jack so that  comparison and class ification may be more 
easi ly made. Except for weak i mpressions or di stortions in  the 
print ing process these guide l ines  should be exactly the same ; 
that i s ,  there should be no more than seven specific types at the 
top and seven specific types at the  bottom of  the B lack Jack 
sheets .  

The problem posed by a study of  the guide l ines is clearly 
evidenced by reference to Figs.  75 - 78. In Fig. 75 are shown 
in  enlarged size seven top guide marks for cutting the sheet 
into i t s  two panes.  As  previously stated, we find the guide or 
arrow e ither at the right or the left of a particular stamp ,  de­
pending upon whether the sheet was cut  in two at the right or 
at the left of the guide mark . Regardless  of where the sheet was 
cut there would sti l l  be only seven specific types of  top guide  
lines from the seven sheets of the  B lack Jack .  

Fig .  7.5 shows seven and Fig .  76 show five of  these top 
guide marks, a total of twelve .  How can these be reconci led 
with the accepted fact that there were but seven plates of  the 
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Black Jack and there fore would be only seven types  of guide 
lines at the top and seven at the bottom of the B lack Jack sheets ? 

A careful comparison of these two i l lustrations di scloses that 
a11 twelve guide marks or arrows are different. I t  is  true that 
there i s  not a great deal of d ifference between some of the marks, 
but after allowing for the wearing of the plates sti l l  these dif­
ferences cannot be satisfactorily reconci led .  I t  i s  possible that 
the stamps shown on Figs.  75a and 7ce are sheet margin and 
not pane margin copies .  Sheet margin cop ies of  the  B lack Jack 
seem to have caught some of the ink from the plates in  the print­
ing process and the result is  a smudgy gray along the entire mar­
gin ,  a condition not appearing on pane copies .  

This  condition is  ind icated in the two copies last mentioned. 
The copies shown on Fig. 75d and e are also near enough alike 
so we  may rega1-d them as being from the same plate .  But e l imi­
nating those specific items from our consideration we are left 
with nine d ist inct guide l ines for seven plates,  ( Figs.  75b , c ,  d ,  f 
and g and 76a, b ,  c and d ) , each of which i s  sufficently different 
:from each other as to defy reconci l iation . 

We go to the guide marks or arrows at the bottom of the 
sheet and we are confronted with much the same problem .  Fig. 
77 shows seven and Fig. 78 shows five types ,  again a total of  
twelve . Fig.  78a i s  apparently a sheet margin copy and not a 
pane copy , as indicated by the extension of the guide mark al­
most the full length of  the  stamp. M any of the others,  however, 
are definitely pane copies ,  as part of the adjoining stamp is 
clearly shown ( Figs. 77a, g and 78c, d and e ) . 

A comparison of these bottom guide l ines bring more sati s­
fying results ,  however, than does a c01npa1-ison of the corres­
ponding marks at the top of  the sheet .  For instance, Fig. 78d 
and e and 77g are near enough alike' so that it is possible that 
they are from the same plate,  as i s  true also of Fig. 77e and f and 
possible Fig. 78d . This would leave seven distinct types of bot­
tom guide marks, as follows : Figs . 77a, b, c, d ,  e , g and 78b .  

Further attention i s  a l so  called to  Fig .  78b . This has  a very 
definite guide l ine but the  stamp i s  also perforated on al l  four 
sides .  Two explanations, at least, may be  made as to this COJ..JY ·  
Someone may have perforated the straight edge result ing fr<'m 
cutting the  sheet into panes after the stamp was issued,  as 
sometimes this practice was resorted to in respect to straight 
edge copies of many of our early stamps. Secondly, the engraver 
may have made a mistake and placed the guide l ine in  the wrong 
place on the plate and did not take t ime to burnish i t  out. A 
s imi lar instance i s  shown in Fig. 79 where there i s  a definite 
guide l ine alongside a perforated margin ,  which also might in­
dicate in  addition to the explanations above, that marks s imilar 
to guide lines were placed on the  plates so as to assist in  per­
forating the sheets. 
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Fig. 79. Guide Line Showing 
On Perforated Margin. 

Even after we agree upon the seven types of guide l ines from 
the top and seven from the bottom of  the seven plates o f  the  
B lack Jack we cannot  match them in  pa irs  and say that any 
specific two are from plate 28, or p late 29 and so forth .  The 
absence of  large p ieces of  the B lack Jack renders such a determ­
inat ion i mposs ib le  unless  the several sheets  are plated. 

I rea l i ze that when so few guide l ine copi e s  are available 
for study that i t  hardly j ust ifies one in  making too definite a 
statement on th i s  subj ect .  J3ut  presumably there were only two 
guide l ine copies to each sheet of  200 stamps and the ratio of 
guide l ine copies to other copies i s  1 to 1 00, unless  we reach the 
further conclus ion that there were a lso s im i lar marks placed on 
some of the plates to ind icate the place of perforating the sheets .  
At least a beginning i s  made i n  this effort to study the several 
plates of  the B lack Jack , and i t  is hoped that further research 
wil l  supply addit ional  data in th i s  fascinating subj ec t . 
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Fig. 80. New York to Canada 

Fig. 8 1 .  Buffalo. N. Y. to St. Catherines, Canada. 
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Chapter XV 

U S E S  O N  FOREIGN MAIL 

One of the  most fasc inat ;ng phases  o f  phi lately i s  the study 
of  our United States postage stamps as used on foreign mai l ,  
that  i s ,  on m a i l  to or from coun tr i es other  than our  own . Ques ­
t ions o f  rates ,  postal  markings ,  both local  and foreign .  routes of  
trave l ,  prepaid and col l e c t  i tems.  the special  s ignificance o f  the 
color o f the  postal  markings .  and many other s im i lar details ,  
have made th i s  part icu lar branch of  col lect ing most intriguing. 

My discussion of the subj ect in  i ts  connection with the use 
of  the B lack Jack on foreign mail must of  necessity be very 
general . I make no pretense at be ing an authority on or a special  
student o f  t h e  subj ect .  The late D r .  vVarren B abcock,  Professor 
M i ll iken ,  Stanley 13 . A s h brook and H arold S tark,  to ment ion 
only  four ,  have made exhaust ive  studies  o f  t h i s  phase o f  ph i l ­
ate ly .  The col lector  i nterested in th is  spec ia l  subject would find 
the written works of  these and other special ists  most informative 
and instruct iYe .  I t  is only by coincidence that one of  the most 
interest i ng periods of  fore i gn mail usage should be at the very 
t ime o f  t h e  use  of  the B l ack Jack.  which is  t h e  subj ect  o f  t h i s  
book . h e n c e  t h i s  chapter o n  i t s  u s e  on foreign m a i l .  

CANADA 

At the beginning of  t h '� B lack J ack period . 1 863, the Confed­
eration of  Canada h a d  no': y e t  been e ffected ( 1 867 ) . Canada 
proper was d iv ided  i n to Upper and Lo\\· er Canada, Upper Can­
ada being t h e  western and Lower Canada being the  eastern 
portion o f  t h e  country . I n  the  postal  h i sto ry of th i s pe 1- iod Can­
ada was d iv ided into Canada East and Can ada West .  abbreviated 
to C .E .  or C .W .  ( Figs .  80. 81 , 83 ) .  The several provinces which 
later j o ined in  the Confederation enjoyed the ir  own independent 
postal system and were l i sted in the schedule of postal rates 
separately from Canada.  such provinces  i n c l u d i n g  N e w  B runs­
w i c k ,  Cape B reton .  Pr ince  Edward's  I s land ,  Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland .  P1- ince  E d ward's I s land d i d  not  join the Con­
federation unt i l  1 873 and i t  i s only now that Newfoundland i s 
giving up i ts  separate status and i s  jo in ing the  Dominion ( 1949) .  

A very elaborate and detai led schedule  of  foreign rates i s  l i sted 
i n  the  Post Office d irector ies  of the period.  At  the beginning uf 
the B lack Jack era all  o f  the  provinces that we now consider 
Canadian were given a separate l i st ing,  b ut they were also c lassed 
together under the  heading o f  " B ri t i s h  North American Pro­
vinces" as far as postal rating was concerned .  The rate for a 
single letter ( not exceeding 0 oz . )  was ten cents for distances 
up to 3000 miles ,  and for d i stances in  excess of  3000 miles the 
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rate was fi fteen cents per single letter. A change was made in 
the Past Office d irectory for 1 867, whereby the provinces were 
both l i sted an:d rated separately. although the rates were in the 
same amount as previously.  On April 1 .  1868 a new rate went 
into - effect, tne single rate being reduced from ten cents to six 
cents on prepaid letters, al though i<:  rem · . ned ten cents on 
unpaid letters not exceeding 0 oz .  in weight .  

Fig. 82.  S a n  Francisco t o  Nova Scotia. 

Although our series of stamps at the time included stamps in 
denominations of five cents and ten cents,  which could be con­
veniently used to make up the ten cent Canadian rate , we find the 
B lack Jack frequently used for that  purpose ,  sometimes in  the  
form of five  Black Jacks ( Figs 80 and  83 ) but  more frequently 
in combinatiou with the. three cent stamp of the period ( Fig.  81 ) .  
Prepayment on all  letters to the British North American pro­
vinces was optional, with the exception of mai l  sent to Nov a 
Scotia , where prepayment was at first compulsory. By the pro­
visions of the 1 866 law prepayment to Newfoundland was also 
required . One interesting detail of the law specified that let­
ters received from Canada bearing unused United States stamp" 
in sufficient amount be del ivered by our Post Offices without 
further charge, that is, without any local charge . 

The cover illustrated in Fig. 80 is interesting from several 
other standpoints .  It bears the rare octagonal New York City 
postmark which is  rarely seen on covers during the B lack Jack 
period .  In fact, it  i s  the only one I have observed in  over 200 
New York City Black Jack covers . The envelope itself appears 
to have been home made from writing paper, and in the lower 
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left hand corner appears the word ' ' Marce l lus . " which is probably 
the name of a ship and thus indicates that the cover was car­
ried by boat. The cover shown in  Fig.  8 1  i s  also interesting be­
cause i t  shows the manner in  which stamps were placed on top 
of one another in order to save room for the address ,  and on this 
particular cover each o f  the stamps is struck by t11e rare shield 
cancel lation of B uffalo,  N .  Y . . making it altogether a most de­
sirable cover.  

Special postal markings are also to be found on mail to Can­
ada.  Sect ion 343 of the 1 853  edit ion of  Postal Laws and Regula­
tions provided as fol lows : 

"Under these arrangements with Canada and New Bruns­
wick, the respective United States exchange offices are 
required to stamp 'U. States' on all letters sent into any of 
the British North American Provinces, as above ; and to 
mark all paid letters received from the said provinces with 
the word 'PAID' and the full amount of the United States 
and Provincial postage paid thereon, both in red ink, and 
to mark all the unpaid letters from said provinces in black 
ink, with the full amount of the United States and pro­
vincial postage due thereon . . .  " 

At this point it might be proper to observe that the general  
rule as to al l  foreign mai l  at  th i s  t ime provided that where the 
postage was prepaid the postal  marking v;as . to b� in  red,  and 
was to be in black when the i tem was unpaid, m which event the 
postage was to be col lected at the point of de l ivery. 

Fig. 83. Detroit l:o  Si.  Cal:herines, Canada. 

By the Posta l Laws and Regulations of 1 852, regular ex­
change offices were establ ished along the border between the 
United States and Canada.  between which c i t ies  mai l  for the 
two countri e s  would he "exchanged ,"  and frequently these d i f-
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Fig. 84. Covers :to Canada Wi:th 
"Id" and " l " Canadian Markings. 

ferent post offices wou l d have markings peculiar to their own 
office. This was true a :;  to the requirement of stamping letters 
entering any of th e British North American provinces with the 
"U.  States" above referred to, and we find several different 
styles and types of this  marking. I t  does not appear that this 
requirement as to .stamping all l <:tters enter :ng Canada with the 
"U. States" was carried out throughout a l l  of the period, as we 
find many covers without this marking. 

I l lustrated herewith ( Fig. 82 ) is an interesting cover origi­
nating in San Francisco in which each stamp is cancelled by the 
famous San Francisco "cog wheel" cancellation , and upon which 
cover is  shown a very blurred cancei lation of the "U.  States" 
required under the provisions of the law above quoted. Another 
and later style of mar.king which was used in  pursuance of the 
requirements of  this Act consisted of a red oval in which appeared 
the word "U.S .  10 Cts . PAID" ( Fig. 83 ) .  ( See also Fig. 57 in 
Chapter X I I ) . The San Francisco cover is  particularly inter­
esting and rare because it carries the 1 5  cent rate to Canada for 
s ingle letters in  excess of 3000 mi les .  It is also a year-of-issue 
cover and desirable from that standpoint as wel l .  

On transient matter of the second class ,  the regular domestic 
rate was charged to and from the line. Thus a single .Black 
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Jack would carry such mail  to the International Boundary Line, 
any balance of postage to be col lected at the point of  del ivery. 
In the Postal Laws and Regulations for 1 868, the rate on tran­
sient matter of the second class was set at four cents .  Fig. 84 
shows two such i tems,  one to Canad:t, one to Nova Scotia, ea-ch 
with a different kind of col lecting mark,  " 1 "  and " l ei ," both in  
black, thus  indicating the amount to  be collected at the  point 
of  de l ivery . These markings stand for one pence, the equ iva lent 
of two cents in our money. 

Section 260 of the Postal Laws and Regulation , 1866, prn­
vided that Cunard steamers.  touching at Hal i fax, could carry 
prepaid letters for Nova Scotia .  Newfoundland and Prince Ed­
ward I s land for five cents for the single rate, the inland rate to 
be collected on deli very ( Fig. 85 ) .  This letter was carried on the 
Cunarder "Asia" to Hal i fax, with the requisite five cent postage 
prepa id  and made up of one B lack Jack and the three cent stamp 
of the period .  The cover also bears three markings in  black, the 
' '6," applied to the cover ( upside down)  indicating the local rate 
to be collected on del ivery .  The cover bears the black bacK­
stamp of the Boston Brit ish Packet elated January 3 1 ,  and also 
the Prince Edward's I s land receiving mark, dated February 10, 
1866 both in black . The black circular marking, with 133/i in 
the center , undoubtedly has some significance,  but I am unable 
to explain i t .  

Fig. 85. .Five Cents Ship Rate. 

An unusual combination is also shown in Fig. 86, a pair of 
B lack Jacks with the six cent stamp of  the 1869 i ssue .  The let­
ter was not carried by the Cunard l ine ,  but by an American ship 
"Steamer City of Brooklyn , "  leaving on August 9. This letter 
would appear to be overpaid in the amount of four cents , the 
two B lack Jacks ,  as the Canadian rate had been reduced to six 
cents for a s ingle letter befOJ·e the issue of  1 869 appeared ,  as 
stated above. 
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Fig. 86. An Unusual Postage Rate. 

, ,  

I 

Fig. 87. An Interesting Combination of Stamps, 
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A very interesting combination to pay the terr cent rate is  
shown in Fig .  87,  with each stamp struck with a most attractive 
crossroads cance l .  

Probably the  rarest o f  the covers p a s s i n g  between Can ada 
and the United States at th is  t ime were those carried by ferry 
between Canadian and A m erican ports.  or those carried on:. a 
short trip over the  I n ternational Boundary Line ,  for which c.,a 
special  rate of two cents for a first c lass letter was establ ishrui. 
This  regulat ion would cover letters going from Detro i t  to Wind­
sor, or v ice  versa .  from Port H uron to Sarnia, and between�. 
s i m i lar United S tates and Canadian points where the only tran s - ·  
portation was by ferry . I t  would a lso inc lude short land routes.c. 
over the I nten1ational  B o u n dary Line .  Such covers are almostL 
non-e x i s tent. F i g .  88 i l l u strates such a cover from H o u l to n ,  

Fig. 8 8 .  T w o  Cent Black J ack Paying Postage Only t o  U .  S.­
Canada Lines. Canada Handstamp "PAID" 

Collects Postage in Canada. 

Maine ,  which is located practical ly on the Maine boundary l ine ,  
and Woodstock . New Brunswick .  a d i stance of  less  than fifty 
mi l e  ins ide of  the Ke\\· Brunswick border. These two towns 
were estab l i shed by i nternational treaty as " exchange offices . "  

W i nthrop S .  Boggs . i n  h i s  exhaust ive and authoritative  work 
"The Postage S tam ps and Posta l H i s tory of Canada,"  states 
that  this special rate .  one pence for Canada, two cents for the 
United States .  began on J un e  1 0, 1 85 1  and continued unti l  Febru­
ary 1 .  1 875 . Mr. Boggs gi ves the text of  the  letter from Canada's 
first Postmaster General , J ames  M on-i s ,  to Postmaster General 
Hall  of  the United States,  suggest i n g  that such an arrangement  
might  be i n  effect between Frank l i n ,  Vermont and Freligh sbury,  
Canada East and bet\Yeen N e w port , V ermont and South Potton , 
Canada East .  These towns were about as far d i stant from each 
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other as Houlton, Maine and Woodstock, New Brunswick, so it 
is· reasonable�: to suppose that the cover above illustrated is a 
letter carried tinder such postal regulation. "PAID 2" struck 
twice i s  in black. 

Tt can thus be seen that the study of fore ign mail as used 
between only two countries .  such as the United States and 
Canada, presents many interesLng problem s and merits the 
most careful research of  the specialist in this field .  

USAGE O N  FOREIGN M A I L  TO A S I A  

.Covers with the Black Jack to countries i n  Asia are  not  p lenti­
ful ,  probab ly because traffic with the Far East had scarcely be­
gun at the t ime the Black Jack was in use .  Commodore Perry 
made his memorable trip to Japan in 1 853 and the fol lowing . 
year the first treaty with Japan was entered into, so trade with 
at least Japan was less than ten years old at the t ime the B lack 
Jack first appeared . 

· 

Fig. 89. United States to China. 

There were in effect during this period six different rates to 
China on first class letters up to Yi ounce, depending upon the 
routes taken. These rates varied from 10  cents to 72 cents, the 
latter rate being for letters which went by way of Marseil les and 
the Suez Canal . The low rate of 10  cents covered letters to San 
Francisco by regular mail ,  and thence to China by private ship. 
Fig. 89 i l lustrates such a cover, originating in  Bristol , New 
Hampshire, and addressed to the United States Consul at Swa­
tow, China, J.C.A. Wingate. I t  is  an 1 869 letter and on the re­
verse side are the b lack receiving marks of both Hong Kong 
.and Swatow. The large "PAID A LL" in a circle, all in red, is 
the characteristic marking on this mail to China by private ship 
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out  of  San Franci sco,  and a l l  of the other covers over th is  rom� 
which I have examined have on them this same large red mark­
ing.  and also in  manuscr ipt " By Cal i fornia and Ch ina Mai l , "  as 
on the cover i l lustrated .  

By 1\·ay of  Southampton,  m a i l  t o  C h i n a  required 4 5  cents i n  
postage , a n d  i l lustrated in  Fig .  9 0  i s  such a cover .  addressed to 
M acao.  This cover to Commander Robert To\\·nsend originated 
at Rochester ,  New York . and hears the correct postage when 
carried by vvay of  Southampton. Several postal markings ap­
pear on the front  of the cover ,  while on the reverse s ide i s  the 
black receiving mark of  Hong Kong. The red London " P A I D' ' 
rece iv ing mark i s  superimposed on  tht- red packet marking ot 
Ne\\· York and part ia l ly obl iterates it . The red "40" sho\\' S the 
amount o f  the 45 cent rate which i s  credited to China .  The large 
" 1 "  in the center  is in red and is apparently an Engl ish marking. 
I find th i s  " l "  marking on all China mai l  "V ia  Southampton. " 
though on some co,·ers it appears as ' ' l ei"  ( 1  pence ) . I t  i s  prob­
ably the portion of  the postage paid Engl i sh  as a transfer point ,  
thus lea,· ing the usual  3 cents for sea trave l .  " 

An  interest ing s ide l ight on th i s  cover ari ses  out of  the iact 
that during the C iv i l  War the Steamer "Wachusett ," commanded 
by the addressee ,  Commander Townsen d ,  captured a Confeder­
ate ship. 

The smal l  and i ntriguing cover to Batavia,  on  the is land of 
Java ,  Fig .  9 1 ,  originated i n  Wi lmington ,  Delaware, on  Apri l  22 ,  
1 865 ,  a few days after the close of  the w a r ,  and  i s  addressed to 
Commander C .  R .  P .  Rodgers of the U .  S .  Steamer " Iroq uoi s . "  
The thr ice-struck Wi lmington town mark i s  i n  b lack , whi le  the  
" N .  York Pkt . "  marking and  the London receiving mark are  
both  i n  reel .  as i s a l so  the "48 , "  showing the amount of  the 53  
cents  postage credited to  Java .  Th is  was the correct postage 
for a letter carried by Br i t i sh  steamer via Marsei l l e s .  

An interest ing use o f  the B lack  Jack  on second c lass  ma i l  
from Ch ina  i s  i l l ustrated by F ig .  92 . This  i s  a pr inted wrapper 
enc los ing a Price Current l ist of  Shanghai pr ices .  and carries  
the  rare U .  S .  Consu l  General mark of  the Post  Office  Depart­
ment at Shangha i .  Bo th  the  postmark and  the  boxed "V ia  San  
Franci sco" a re  in  black.  although the  latter marking i s  also 
known in  red .  A lthough i t  was not uncommon for price l i sts  
to be sent into the United States i n  large lots and then stamped 
and mai led individual ly ,  th i s  cancel lat ion was apparently appl ied 
i n  Shangha i .  

I ha,·e neve1· s e en  a cover with  a B lack Jack used  as part o f  
the  postage to  Japan , although undoubtedly such  covers do  
ex i s t .  Some f ew years ago I acquired what  i s c l a imed  to  be the  
very B lack Jack which  was the bas is  for  the inc lus ion  in  Scott 's 
Catalogue of  the l i st ing of  a B lack Jack used i n  Japan ( Fig. 93 ) .  
I l lustrated herewith i s  the letter s igned by the prominent New 
York dealer and phi late l i s t ,  Edson J .  Fifield ,  then with Scott 
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Fig. 90. Another U. S. to China Cover. 

Fig. 91.  United States to Batavia, Java. 

Fig. 92. A Cover Mailed from Shanghai to the United States. 
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Stamp and C o i n  Compan y .  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  of th e Standard and 
Spec i 1 l i z e d  Cata logue s . retu rn i n g  the  stamp and adv is ing Ashley 
C .  Le D u c . l i kewise  a pro m i n en t dealer an d  ph i late l i st , of Florida, 
that the copy oi the B lack Jac k .  :f,: 87. : h o ,v i n g  a Japanese can ­
cellati o n ,  wou l d  be l i s ted  in  the i r  next c a t ;  logue. Suc h Japan e s e  
u sage i s  l i sted i n  S co t t ' s  Spec i a l i z e d  Ca ta l ogue , t hough n o  val­
ue is ass igned . as the pub l i s h e r  of t h i s  cata logue ass igns  no val­
ue at a l l . or gi ,·es t h e  Y a l u e  i n  i t a l i c s .  ,,· h e n  t h e  actual  value rs 
unknown or i s  i n  a state of fluctuation. 

Fig. 9 3 .  Black Jack Stamp Used in Japan. 

I am no authority on Japanese cancel lat ions and postmarks, 
but the copy here i l lustrated has been expertized as above indi­
cated and is  reputed to be the exact copy used by Scott in  l ist­
ing this usage in its catalogue .  The cancel lation does appear 
to be very s imilar to those found on the Japanese stamps of 
.that , period. · Undoubtedly covers with the B lack Jack addressed to Asiatic 
countries other than those above mentioned do exist .  We had 
postal treaties or agreements with several such countries ,  but 
the rates were comparatively h igh and the routes were indirect. 
The adhesive postage stamp as  we know i t  was but 20 years 
old at that time. and many countries had not yet developed a 
postal system . The addressees o n  all  of the first class letters 
above i l lustrated ,  oddly enough . we1·e in government service at 

. the . t ime.  It i s  n ot strange. therefore .  that foreign covers of 
th e .  Black Jack era. particularl y to As iat ic  countries .  are rare . 
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USES ON FOREIGN MAIL TO THE COUNTRIES 

OF EUROPE 
,. 

I t  is not necessary , nor  \Voul cl i t  be pract ica l , to discuss in 
-Oetail the use of the B lack Jack on the mail  to aJ I  of the foreign 
countries w ith whom we had postal treat ies There were, to be 
sure ,  some special cases where rates were not uniform . and 
others in which certain special  provis ions  prevai led ,  but i n  gen­
eral it may be said that the  postal  rates in effect at  the t ime were 
un i form as to each part icu lar country.  

One variat ion from the  general rule was in relation to the 
German States .  As was true in respect to the Canadian Con­
federation,  so also was i t  true that the B lack Jack was first used 
before the unification of  the German States  into the German 
Empire .  W e  therefore find that  the mail  of  the period was ad­
dressed not  to Germany , but to Pruss ia ,  B avaria ,  Saxony o r  one 
of  the states that later combined with the others to make up the 
German Empire . 

During the B lack Jack period there were two specific rates 
in effect in  respect to mail addressed to the several German 
States .  If letters were sent by way of Bremen or H amburg the 
rate was 15  cents for the s ingle letter ( Fig.  94) . This  particular 

Fig. 94.  United 'States to Germany. r i -

cover is apparently addressed to the Cantor of a Jewish synago­
gue, one Louis Brandau. JJhe circular marking is in reel, " N .  
Y O R K  B R E M .  PKT." T h e  - ' ' 1 2" ind i cates t h e  amount o f  the 
postage to be credited to the ' fore ign country. The Bremen 
marking , "America-UB ER Bremeri�Franco,'' is in blue and 
shows that the letter went "by way of Bremen" and therefore 
required only the 15 cent rate . It was carried on the Steamer 
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" Hermann, ' '  and an attractive cancel lation ties each of the stamps 
to the cover. 

Fig. 95 i l lustrates another letter carried on the Steamer 
"Union " by way of  Southampton to a doctor at Frankfort-on­
the-Main .  Both postal markings are in red, showing prepay-

Fig. 95. Another U. S. to Germany Cover. 

ment of the postage . The circular marking is the rare New 
York " Paid All  Transit" marking, much rarer than that shown 
on the preceding cover. The French marking indicates the let­
ter cleared through Cologne .  

The second rate  in use to the states of the German-Austrian 
Postal Union went by what was called the Prussian Closed Mail .  
This required 28 cents in  postage , which was divided as fol lows : 
5 cents for the domestic (U .  S . )  fee ,  16 cen ts for sea travel and 7 
cents for the local rate . Fig. 96 shows one of these "Closed 
Mail" letters, originating in  Prattvil le ,  Alabama and addressed 
to Eugene A .  Smith ,  " student of phi losophy" in Berlin.  The 
Prattvil le marking is in black, the New York marking in red,  
showing prepayment,  and the boxed Aachen marking, which is  
in blue,  shows this to have been a Prussian closed mail  letter, thus 
requiring 28 cents postage . •· · 

An interesting sidelight on the . last cover is called to mind 
by a chance conversation with one of the  Burger brothers,  famous 
Nassau Street stamp dealers for many years .  While looking 
through their stock of covers on one of my visits to New York 
City I ran across a letter from the Eugene A. S mith correspond­
ence and casually mentioned to Mr .  Burger that I had a cover 
or two from that correspondence.  Mr. Burger then told me how 
years before, when they were much younger, h is  brother had 
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Fig. 96. United States to Germany. 

toured several of the Southern States on a bicycle,  looking for 
old covers and other philatelic material.  He had heard of and 
contacted a Professor Eugene A. Smith, of the University of 
Alabama, and had final ly obtained sprue old correspondence from 
him.  In it were many letters addressed to the Professor when, 
as a young man, he was studying in Europe. My collection con­
tains letters addressed to Eugene A .  Smith at Berlin,  Heidelberg 
and Hanover, thus indicating that he studied at several of the 
famous universities i n  Europe. · · 

D uring the B lack Jack pe�iod the rate to France for the first 
class letter weighing up to 1 I4 ounce was 1 5  cents (F ig. 97) . 
This is a very fine cover, showing the correct postage and with 
each stamp cancelled by the very rare star-within-a-star cancel­
lation of West Hampton, Mass. ,  the large star containing in its 
five points the letters U-N-1 -0-N. B rookman, in his  latest work 
(Vol.  I ,  p. 227) il lustrates a simi lar cover with the same combina­
tion o f  stamps on a letter to France with each stamp cancelled 
by this UNION star cancellation of West Hampton . 

On this cover the town mark and star cancellations are both 
in black, with the New York Exchange office mark and both 
of the French receiving marks, one over the other, being in  red, 
showing prepayment. The " 1 2" shows the portion of the 1 5  
cents postage credited to France, leaving 3 cents for sea travel. 

The rate to I taly and Two Sicilies, via North German Union, 
closed mail, via England,  was 19 cents for a letter not exceed­
ing Yi ounce. Fig. 98 shows such a letter, carried by the Cun­
arder "Saxonia," and bearing the rare "New York-Paid All­
Direct" marking in red. The stamps are each cancelled by an 
odd but attractive killer in black. 
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Fig. 97. United States to France. 

Fig. 98. United States to Italy. 
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Fig. 99. United States to Norway. 

I •  

Fig. 100. United States to Switzerland. 
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Norway mail carried two rates, depending upon whether the 
letter was sent by Prussian closed mail ,  in which event the rate 
was 42 cents per single letter ,  or by way of Bremen or Ham­
burg, in  which event the single letter rate was 38 cents . .  The J et­
ter sho\\.·n in Fig. 99, originating in Washington, D. · c . .  bears 
the correct rate for mail sent by the way of Bremen or Hamburg, 
and the "35"  in manuscript indicates the amount of postage 
credited to Norway, leaving 3 cents for sea travel .  , .  Note th.e 
"Franco" in  the lower left corner, and the sol id  star, with color­
less c i rcle at the center, cancell ing each stamp.  Th i s  cover was 
formerly in the Henry C .  Gibson col lection . 

The rate to Switzerland for a 0 ounce l etter w a s  42 cents 
by Prussian Closed Mail ,  so the letter i l lustrated in Fig. 100 was 
a fully prepaid letter .  Both the reel New York marking and the 
boxed " P D "  shows the postage was fully prepaid .  T h e  "36" 

Fig. 1 0 1 .  United States to Germany ( 1 9c .Rate). 

in the circular marking from New York shows the amount which 
the New York Exchange office credited to Switzerland. The 
letter was apparently carried by the boat "Java," and by way of 
Paris to St .  Gall ,  en Suisse,  as t ied into the red " PD" marking 
is  the c ircular French receiving mark. 

By way of Hamburg or Bremen,  as i n  the case of mail for the 
German states .  a lower rate was in  effect , that of 19  cents. Fig. 
101 i l lustrates such a letter, with the rate correctly paid. The 
" 1 6" in  script indicates the amount of the postage credited to 
Switzerland . the remaining 3 cents covering sea travel .  The 
cover originated in Wi l l iamsburgh, but the state i s  indist inct 
and a s  there are n ine post offices of this  name l isted in  the post 
office directory of the period, it is impossible to determine the 
exact point of origin .  Five separate backstamps are on the re-
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Fig. 1 02. United State to Spain. 

, 

Fig. 1 03. United States to London Showing 24c Rate. 
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verse of the cover, among them the dated rece1vmg marks of 
Hamburg, Heidelberg and Basel .  

Mai l  to Spain by French mail  was 42 cents and Fig.  102 shows 
a cover  with the correct postage . Originating in Boston on 
January 2 ,  1 867 .  addressed to Ensign Joshua B lake on the "U. 
S. S .  Augusta " and bearing the prepaid Boston Brit ish Packet 
marking. the letter was first directed to Gibralter, Spain, then 
forwarded to Barcelona, then to Toulon, France,  where it ap­
parently caught up with the addressee.  In addition to the boxed 
"PD" and the three receiving marks on the front of the cover, 
receiving marks on the reverse side of Barcelona on February 1 3  
and o f  Toulon o n  February 2 1  are to b e  found. 

Mai l  to Great Britain and I reland at the t ime the Black 
Jack first came into use was 24 cents up to Yz ounce , though it 

Fig. 1 04. United States to England Showing 1 2c Reduced Rate. 

was later reduced to 1 2  cents,  so we find the B lack Jack used in 
combination to make up both rates .  Fig. 103 is a fine cover 
originating in Portland, Maine on August 2 ,  1864, and bearing 
the correct postage made up of two copies of the B lack Jack and 
two copies of the 10 cent stamp of the same series ,  Scott's #68. 
Each stamp is cancelled by the attractive black outl ine star of 
Portland ·with solid clot in the center. The Portland "PAI D" 
town marking , the New York American Packet, and the London 
receiving mark are al l  in red. 

Fig. 104 shows a cover following the change of rates .  This 
letter, from Dr.  Carrol l  Chase's famous collection of territorial 
covers, originated at B lack Hawk Point i n  Colorado Territory 
(Nevada) on April 24, 1 868, and cleared through New York on 
May 2nd .  It bears the Liverpool receiving mark of May 1 3, 
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1868. The New York marking is  the rare " PA I D  A L L " mark­
ing in red. 

The covers iUustrated represent most of the European coun­
tries with whom we had deal ings at the t ime .  I do not  recall  
having seen covers with the B lack Jack to e ither Russia· or 
Portugal ,  although they undoubtedly exist .  The covers i l lus­
trated , however, fairly reveal our postal system of the period 
and the various routes over which the mail traveled, as well  as 
the great variety of postal markings which were affixed to the 
covers enroute . 
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Chapter XVI 

PAPER CREASES, BAD PERFO RATING OD DITIES 

In addition to the orthodox or standard copies of stamps, 
where the printing, color. paper, perforations and other details 
are normal and in con formity to the original design, there a.Fe 
also the unl isted variet ies \vhich form a part of any specialized 
col lect ion.  I n  fact ,  because such ' 'oddit ies"  are so few, they often 
command a s l ightly h igher price than a normal copy, a direct. 
result of the law of "supply and demand,"  which is undoubtedly 
the controll ing factor in the valuation of al l  phi latel ic  items. 

The "creased paper" variety is  one such oddity ·to be found in 
the B lack Jack. A lthough the paper upon which our stamps 
were printed was carefu l ly examined for defects and flaws be­
fore the printing process was begun ,  we st i l l  find instances where 

Fig. 1 06. Paper Crease. See Arrow. 

defects in paper escaped the v igilant eye of the examiner, and 
copies of stamps are found where the paper was creased or 
folded before the stamp was printed .  This results in an un­
printed strip through the stamp,  the width varying with the 
depth of the crease or fold ,  which becomes quite apparent if the 
crease unfolds or i s  pressed out. In figure 1 05 are i l lustrated 
several off cover copies where this condit ion exists .  

The detection of  creased paper copies  on covers i s  more dif­
ficult .  The fact that the stamp was stuck to the cover and the 
creases therefore prevented from open ing up, as is  possible in 
an off cover copy , results in a s i tuation where many creased paper 
copies on cover appear to be normal until examined under glass .  
F ig .  1 06  i l l ustrates a creased paper copy on cover from St .  Au-

1 1 1  



Fig. 1 05. Pa,per Creases • .. �;� .  

Fig. 1 07. Bad Perforating Jobs. 
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gustine ,  Florida .  ( Flor ida covers with the B lack Jack are ex­
tremely scarce ) . Careful examination di scloses that there is a 
definite paper crease the entire length o f  the stamp ,  though on ly 
the lower half has opened up so as to be d i scernible  to the naked 
eye. 

Double or ' " freak" perforations form another class of oddit ies.  
Especial ly in  the earl ie1· issues of our stamps.  when the perforat­
ing process had not been perfected ,  we find many perforation 
errors, resulting in  odd and unusual i tems .  I l lustrated in Fig. 
107 are several stamps showing double perforations .  I t was not 
uncom mon . when the perforat ion was so very much out of 
l ine and actually cut into the design of the stamp,  for the users 
to cut the stamps apart with shears in  the margins .  thus com­
pletely ignoring the perforation . Fig. 1 07a and f are such ex­
amples ,  whi le 107d shows such imperfect perforation as to cen­
tering, that there results a stamp where parts of four separate 
stamps are shown. 

Fig. 108.  "Blind" Perforations. 

Stil l  another variety is what is known as a "bl ind" perforation 
( Fig.  108) . Even today , with the most modern equipment ,  oc­
casional i n s tances  of  th i s  incomplete perforation are found,  
where only a few perforations appear between certain rows of 
stamps on a sheet ,  thus result ing in a ' 'b l ind" perforation. Such 
i tems have value only as oddit ies or when purchased for study 
purposes .  On the stamp i l lustrated, only four perforations ap­
pear on the left ,  and five on the right, whereas a fully perforated 
B lack Jack has from s ixteen to seventeen perforations along 
each side of the stamp. 

Certain printing defects resulted in  what i s  known as an 
off-set , or an impression on both s ides of the paper. \Vhi le  a 
certain process of printing i s  now known as "off-set printing" 
and was actually emp loyed in producing some of our regular 
postage stamps, 19 18  to 1 920, the original off-set resulted from 
the i mpression of  one sheet before the ink had completely dried 
being transferred to the back of the sheet on the top of it .  Fig. 
109 illustrates a normal B lack Jack on i ts face ,  while on the re-
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verse side of the stamp there are off-set parts of four B lack Jacks 
from a wet sheet upon which had been placed the sheet from 
which the i l lustrated stamp was taken .  

I t  has been reported that  the B lack Jack i s  known actually 
printed on both sides ,  but I ha ve never seen such a copy nor do 
I recall having seen it mentioned in any authentic work . In­
formation as to any such item would he most welcome by the 
author. 

Undoubtedly there are other  oddit ies or freak copies to be 
found on the B lack Jack ,  but those  described or i l lustrated above 
are the most common. 

Fig. 109. Interesting Oddity. 
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Chapter XVI 

CANCELLATIONS WITH FANCY DESIGNS 

One of the most fasc inat ing spec . a l ! t i e ,;  i n  ph i l a te ly i s  that of 
fancy cancel lations . Postmasters  were perm i tted to d e sign and 
make their o w n  canc e l l e r  or " k i l l e r . "  as i t  i s  known i n  the hobby. 

Probably the article most com monly used in making these 
cancelling devices was the ordinary cork . S o m e t i m e s  i t  was 

• •. , . : · · ···· · · . .. ·_ .. -] 
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Fig. 1 1 0. Fancy Design Cancellations. 

used without alternation,  which would result  in merely a large 
black spot or s mear. S o m e  postmasters and ingenious clerks 
would spend m u c h  time and ski l l  i n  w h i tt l ing out beautiful de­
signs for the k i l ler ,  with the result that we find stamps of the 
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Fig. l l l. More Fancy Design Cancellations. 

B lack Jack period cancelled by almost every design that could 
be carved from cork or wood.  

W ithout attempting to be all  inclusive the l ist  contains such 
things as stars ,  leaves,  flags,  shields ,  flowers ,  snowrlakes ,  crosses, 
animals, human faces,  skulls, anchors , Masonic designs and 
geometric arrangements that defy description . 

Probably the most famous group of fancy cancellations 
emanating from any one source, was that produced by Post­
master John W.  Hil l  of Waterbury, Conn . He  was either a clerk 
or the Postmaster at the Waterbury office from 1 865 to 1918. So 
beautiful and unusual were many of  Hi l l ' s  designs that a special 
handbook has been prepared by M anne! Hahn and published 
by William R.  Stewart, both of Chicago, i l lustrating two or three 
hundred of these Waterbury cancellations .  
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While  some individual  cancellations are ful ly as famous ., ,a.s 
the Waterb ury can c e l lation s .  no post office had sm:h a large var.­
i ety .  Among the famous cancel lat ions are the  Canton ( M iss�·) 
lyre ; t h e  Danbury hats ; the San Fran cisco cog wheel ; the 
Cambridge . B lackstone ( M ass . ) and North B enn ington (Vt.) 
shield ; the N e w  York City " dancing man" and ' ' three lea.f 
clover," to men tion only a few .  B ecause o f  the gll'eat scarcity of 
some of these cancel lat ions.  a n ice  str ike on a good copy of any 
of t h e  stamps of t h e  period commands a h igh premi u m .  

No attempt w i l l  be m a d e  to i l lu strate a l l  of t h e s e  cancellations. 
Enough types w i l l  be  shown,  however.  to indi.cate the wide 
range of subj e cts and designs w h i c h  were employed in this parti­
cular field. A II of the designs shown in Fig. 1 10 and 1 1 1  are in 
black, although some of these same designs are known in colors 
as well . 

• 
Fig. 1 1 2. Leaf Design Cancellations. 
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1 5  
1 .  Lombardy Grove, Vermont 9. Utica , N. Y. 

1 2  

1 6  
2.  Atlanta, Georgia ' 10 .  Lawrence, Mass. 
3. Bridgeport, Conn. 1 1 .  Utica, N. Y. 
4. Salem, Mass. (red) 1 2 .  Washington, D. C. 
5. Brooklyn, N. Y. 1 3 .  Atlanta, Georgia. (blue) 
6. Newbury Port, Mass. 14.  Alexandria , Virginia 
7. Alexandria, Virginia 1 5 .  Hartford, Conn. 
8. Unknown 16. San Francisco, Calif. 

All are in black except where noted. 
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A favorite design used by postmasters for cancellations dur­
ing the Black Jack period was the leaf. Sometimes this design 
would approach a fan in detail and the latter term is occasionally 
applied to this fancy cancellation. Shown here ( Fig. 1 12) are 
twelve separate and distinct designs with the leaf as the motif.. 
They are all  in black . 

STAR CANCELLATIONS 

Fig. 1 1 4 

The fancy design used probably more frequently than any 
other in cancelling our stamps during the B lack Jack period was 
the star. These took almost every conceivable form.  There were 
solid stars, outline stars,  Star of David,  stars within a star, stars 
within a circle,  star and crescent, double stars, stars with letters 
in the points and innumerable other fancy and intricate creations. 
It would be almost impossible to show all of the star designs used 
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during the B lack Jack period, but i l lustrated here in  Fig . . 1 13 
are twelve such cancel lations . 

New York City had several different star designs, orre very 
interesting type being a four pointed star within a circle.  Tli.e 
West Hampton, Mass. star, with the letters U-N-I-0-N in the 
five points, is a particularly attractive design, whi le Putnam, 
Conn. had a very attractive star design in which a small solid 
star appeared between al l  of the points of the large star, all of 
which were enclosed in  a solid circ le .  Pittsburgh and Portland, 
Maine ,  also had characteristic star cancel lations .  

While most of the star cancellations are i n  black,  as i s  true 
with cancellations generally during the B lack Jack period, we 
find them also in the other colors which were used for cancel­
ling purposes during the period. 

N. Y.. CITY CANCELLATIONS ON THE 

BLACK JACK 

As might be expected , the city of New York had probably 
the largest variety of cancellations during the B lack Jack period. 
See Fig. 1 1 5 .  While some cities, l ike San Francisco , Philadelphia 
and Chicago for example ,  used only a few types of cancellations.  
New York seemed to have an unusually large number.  Shown 
in the accompanying i l lustration are types of cancellations used 
in  New York City during the  Black Jack period. There are fully 
as many more types, particularly star cancellations, of which 
there were several interesting designs . 

The shield cancellation No.  1 1 ,  is in red. I have two or three 
covers with this shield cancellation on them and although the 
strike i s  rather light on each cover, the outline of  the  shield is 
very definite. The artist whom I employed to make these 
sketches apparently discovered that there was a large "E" in the 
center, although I was not able to definitely arrive at that con­
clusion. 

Of the cancellations i l lustrated here, Nos.  3, 6, 9, 1 1  and 16 
are in  red, while Nos. 7, 1 2 and 14 are in blue. The others are 
in black, although it  is true that some of the markings here illus­
trated,  such as No. 10, appear in both black, red and blue. 

1 2 1  
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