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Foreword 

This book records postal markings used in 
the United S tates from J u ly l ,  1 85 1 ,  to the de
monetization of the 1 85 1 - 1 86 1  issue of U .  S. 
postage s tamps, approximately September, 
1 86 1 .  These t ime boundaries are purely arbi
trary and are a resu l t  of history rather than log
ic. The first extensive treatmen t  of posta l  mark
ings used during the classic period was by Dr. 
Carrol l  Chase, who included fourteen chapters 
on this subject i n  h is great book! Subsequently, 
Stanley B .  Ashbrook fol lowed the same format� 
Tracy W. S impson was the firs t author to pro
duce a catalogue devoted solely to the l ist ing 
and explanation of the use of classic postal 
markings� In doing so, he fol lowed the exam
ple  of his  predecessors in the field, using the 
same time l imi ts .  

Whi le i t  may be i l logica l  to measure the t ime 
span of a book on postal markings by the l i fe of 
one issue of postage stamps, the a l ternatives are 
equal ly  subject to cri ticism. In Lewis Carroll's 
Alice's Adven tures in Wonderland, the White 
Rabbi t was required to give evidence: 

"Where s h a l l  I begin ,  please your Majesty?" he 
asked. 

"Beg i n  at the begin n i ng," the K i n g  sai d, very 
gravely,  "and go on ti l l  you come to the end: then 
stop." 

But i dent i fy ing a proper beginning and end-
ing can be a very tr icky undertaking. Perhaps 

1 .  Carrol l Chase, The 3¢ Stamp of the United States 

1 851-18 5 7  Issue, Revised, Quarterma n  Publ i ca t i on s, Inc . ,  
1 975. 

2. Stan ley B. Ash brook, The United States One Cent 
Stamp of 1 851-1857, Vol . I I ,  H. L. Lindqu i s t ,  1 938. 

3. Tracy W. S i m pson , U.S. Postal Mark ings 1 851 -'6/ 

and Related Mail Sennces, 1 959. 

July 1 ,  1 847 ,  the date of issue of the first official 
U. S. postage s tamps, wou ld have been more 
appropriate than that selected, or even J uly l ,  
1 845, the date of the first general reduction of 
rates . The ending selected for th is work is con
s iderably more defensible since demonetization 
coincided wi th the beginn ing of the Civi l  War. 
This was not only  a great turning poi nt  in our 
h istory, but also to some degree i t  marked the 
beginning of the modern era in handling mai l .  

Whatever the da tes short of encyclopedic 
completion, the resul ting l is t  w i l l  be a sl ice out 
of the m iddle of the whole story. For instance, 
the STEAMSHIP l is ti ng included here stops 
before official P L  & Rs even acknowledge the 
existence of such markings; la ter exam ples and 
usages are even more complex than during the 
period under consideration. So the reader is 
forewarned. Markings shown here may a lso ex
ist ei ther before or after the period under consid
eration; if so, they may exist in di fferent  colors 
than shown, and may be ei ther rarer or more 
common than is indicated by the attached rari ty 
numbers ,  which are appl icable only to the 1 85 1-
1 86 1  period.  

A later chapter acknowledges the assistance 
of a l arge group of col lectors and professionals 
in supplying the data con tained here. This 
book would not have been possible, however, 
wi thout the pioneering work of Tracy W. 
Simpson. He first conceived the project of a sep
arate catalogue to record classic postal mark
ings of the per iod, and carried i t  forward to 
completion in 1 9 59 through the publ ication of  
United States Postal Markings 1851-'61 and 
Related Mail  Services. The present volume is 
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largely a rev1s10n and upda ting of  his work, 
which has long been out of prin t .  

Markings are now shown fu l l  s ize ra ther than 
half s ize as was the case in  the original book. 
Mr. Simpson had restricted his l is tings to mark
ings found in associa tion w ith U .  S .  postage 
stamps. Except in the case of townmarks con
Laining rate numerals and separate rating hand
stamps, this restriction is not carried over to Lhis 
book. Thus, whi le a start has been made in in
cluding unusual markings found only on 
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stampless mail ,  such l is tings are far from com
plete. I t  is hoped that subseq uent edi t ions wi l l  
material ly expand this coverage. 

Every effort has been made to give the reader 
an accurate idea of the appearance of each 
marking. Because of the ever presen t risk of 
forgery they have a l l  been traced by hand and 
are thus not suitable as models for the faker. 

Kansas City, M issouri 
May 19 7 8  

Thomas]. Alexander 
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Why Col lect the U. S. 1851-1861 Issue? 

Tracy W. Simpson 
No claim is made that collecting the U.S . 

issue of 1 85 1 - 1 86 1 ,  or any specialized part of it, 
offers more philatelic satisfaction than does the 
collecting of other U. S. issues. Suffice it to say 

that the stamp and mail service collections of all 
or parts of the issue hold the attention of an 
increasing number of collectors - wealthy or 
in modest circumstances - and that those who 
follow an intelligent program adapted to their 
budgets find enhanced satisfaction over the 
years, without apparent limit of things to study 
or of discoveries to be made. 

And well should this be so because the 1 851-
1861  issue is replete with what for want of a 
better term might be called "association inter

est.'' In mind's eye one sees the plate maker toil
ing with scriber to correct the faults arising 
because of primitive methods of making the 
plates. This unfolds the panorama of collect
ible plate varieties, plate identification, and 
"reconstruction" of plates. Similarly the postal 
markings on the cover or stamp reflect the early 
days of the mail service, calling to mind the 
puffing locomotives and the pine-knot burning 
steamboats of Currier and Ives prints, the 
"penny post" mail carriers, the presidential 

campaigns of 1 852, 1 856, and 1 860, the Califor
nia and Rocky Mountain gold excitement, the 
stage coach mail of the Far West. And looming 
large toward the end of the period was the cause 
of the issue's abandonment, the War Between 
the States, reflected by markings showing patri
otic sentiment, through-the-lines mail, and 
demonetization of the issue. 

Then too, more than a sprinkling of the 
covers show odd postal markings that challenge 

the inquiring mind: WAY, STEAM, SUP
PLEMENTARY MAIL, R. R., CAR. l, MON
EY LETTER, FREE, RIVER MAIL, U. 
ST A TES, BR. PKT., and so on -all designating 

some mail service that differs from what exists 
today. Related are the stampless letters, sent 
collect or prepaid, much used during the first 
half of the 1 85 1 - 186 1  period. Stamped enve
lopes, introduced about the middle of 1 853 , add 
to the galaxy of collectible Americana. Interest
ing also is mail bearing stamps or postmarks of 
the local posts or express companies, partic
ularly if associated in any way with the U. S. 
postal service. Such mail reflects the early days 
before the U.S. post office had established fully 
its mail carrying monopoly. 

Album pages that show stamps or covers of 
these kinds when associated with brief write
ups become an attractive historical documenta
tion of the formative days of stamp manufac
ture and of the U.S. mail service. They convey a 
pleasing sense of accomplishment that excites 
the attention of fellow collectors as well as of 
non-collectors who have any interest in United 
States history. 

An extensive philatelic literature covering 
the period, written by leading philatelic re
searchers, (but unfortunately much of it out of 
print) provides the basis for study and classifi
cation. The documentary background, includ
ing the annual reports of the Postmasters Gen
eral and the Postal Laws and Regulations, is 

within the reach of many. Microfilm copies are 
obtainable at moderate cost, and sometimes 
they may be found in the U.S. documentary sec
tions of public libraries. 
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Another facet of collecting the 1 85 1- 1 86 1  
issue is its appeal to collectors of diverse finan
cial resources. For a few dimes one sometimes 
may obtain 3¢ 1 857 perforated stamps, often on 
cover. Batches of such material often disclose 

some with discontinuous side lines (worth ten 
times normal) as well as hard-to-get postal 
markings, not to mention the possibility of 
finding scarce plate varieties. Then for the blue
chip collector there are the values other than the 

USPM - Why Collect 1 85 1 -6 1  Issue? 

3¢ upon which to concentrate, as well as rare 
uses of the lowly 3¢ ,  such as on Westerns, terri
torials, railroad and waterways route agent 
mail, Mississippi River steamboat-name cov

ers, and use in connection with carrier stamps 

or the local posts. Creditable and interesting ex
hibits of parts of the issue have been seen that 
cost only a few dollars. On the other hand, there 
are collections of the issue that represent invest
ments into six figures. 

When the postage stamp issue of 1 85 1 -6 1  was introduced, only three denomina

tions were authorized: 1 ¢, 3 ¢, and 1 2 ¢. Here the entire original issue is use� on cover 
to pay the scarce 20 ¢ direct rate to France. The 1 2 ¢  is from Plate I; the 3 ¢  pair from 
Plate 5 Early; the 1 ¢  from Plate l Early. For discussion of the rate, see page 282. 



Methods of Listing 
Each l isting consists of three or more col

umns. The first column is the town of origin of 
the marking in question (arranged alphabeti
cal ly  by town name and occasionally subdivid
ed according to state where the l ist ing is  exten
sive), or the wording to be found on the mark
ing, beginni ng wi th the town name, if any. 
This is fol lowed by a "Tracing Number" to 
ident i fy the tracing of the marking on an ac
companying plate. N ext  appears a code letter( s) 
and number indica ting the shape of the mark
ing and i ts dimensions. This is fol lowed by the 
rari ty number. Final ly ,  under the heading 
"Notes" wi l l  appear other pertinent data con
cerning the mark. 

Wording 
The exact wording of the marking wi l l  be 

shown under this heading, s tarting w i th the 
town name, i f  any, beginning clockwise around 
a circular marking. Word groups are separated 
by a s lash (/) .  Capitals and lower case letters are 
shown as they appear on the marking, and exact 
punctuation is also used. The letter "D"  indi
cates a month and day date. " Yr" indicates a 
year date. Thus, the "Wording" column for the 
fol lowing tow nmark wi l l  be: 

NORTHFIELD FARMS/DIMS.  

Shape and Size 

The shape of  a marking is indica ted by one or 
more lower case letters fol lowed by a dash, as 
fol lows: 

arc- arc shaped. 
b- boxed (rectangular or square; 

may have shaped corners) .  
c- circular marking wi th 

s ingle ou t li ne. 
de- double circle with words 

between them. 
dl- double l ined. 
die- double l ined circle. 
do- double ova l  w ith  words 

between the l ines. 
f- fancy . 
o- oval w i th s ingle l ine. 
oct- octagona l .  
ofr- odd shaped frame. 
r- r imless. 
SC- scrol l  or ornamen tal outl i ne. 
s l - s traight l ine. 

The numerals appearing after the dash indi
cate dimensions of the marking in  mi l l imeters. 
The horizontal measurement is  shown first, 
and a vertica l  measurement, if any, next. Thus 
"b-42x8" is a marking bounded by a box mea
suring 42mm horizontal ly and 8mm vertica l ly; 
"c-32" is a circular marking 32mm in diameter. 

Rarity Numbers 
Markings are assigned rari ty numbers from l 

to IO, with l being the mos t  com mon and IO 
being the most rare. Readers are caut ioned that 
in  any given i nstance this number may be i nac-
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curate . W hen Mr. Simpson originated the rarity 
number system, i t  was t ied to a pricing pam
phlet which assigned a dol lar value to each 
marking. Among the several factors which he 
took in to account i n  arriving a t  a rari ty number 
was "col l ectible in teres t associated wi th the 
marking. " As a result ,  many markings which 
are onl y  moderately scarce, bu t which are in 
great demand, received h igh rarity numbers to 
reflect t heir dol lar value. 

S ince it  was very difficu l t  under the old sys
tem to say whether a rar i ty number was a mea
sure of absolute rar i ty ,  or value, or both, an 
at tempt has been made here to delete the dol lar 
val ue factor and report absol u te rarity on ly.  In 
many cases where the compiler's records are 
sketchy, the old rari ty number has been tenta
tively retained. Readers are asked to notify h im 
of obvious errors so  that these may be  corrected 
through The Chronicle. As a rule of thumb, the 
fol lowing defini tions of each number have been 
adopted: 

Rarity 

Number Description 
Number 
Recorded 

I Extremely common Over I 00 
2 Very common 7 1  to JOO 

3 Common 4 1  to 70 

4 Moderately scarce 26 to 40 
5 Scarce 16 to 25 

6 Very scarce 1 1  to 1 5  
7 Rare 7 to JO 

8 Very rare 4 to 6 
9 Extremely rare 2 to 3 
JO Unique I 

The appearance of a dash ( - )  in  t he rarity 
column indicates that available i nformation is  
not s ufficient to assign a rarity number. 

Under th is arrangement, the rarity number 
may or may not bear a relationship to value. A 
unique s traight l ine townmark which is not in 
great demand may bri ng $100 a t  auction, wh i le 
an example of the common San Francisco run
ning pony used on pony express mai l w i l l  bring 
several thousand dollars . 

Color 

This book makes a s tart at l is ting markings 
s truck i n  colors other than black. I t  is  far from 

USPM - Method of Listing 

complete, and the author would  appreciate 
being notified of addit ional l istings. B lack is 
assumed unless a different color is  men tioned 
under the heading " Notes . "  I f  a marking is 
s truck in two or more colors, including black, 
black is also mentioned, i .e . ,  "Black ,  red, blue. " 

Other Abbreviations 
Other abbreviations used in th is book are: 

ms
ms O
n t
pc-
PL & R
PMG-

manuscript 
manuscript date 
not traced 
precancel 
Postal Laws & Regulations  
Postmaster General ' s  Report 

M ultiple Listings 

R ari ty numbers fol lowed by an asterisk (*) in
dicate the same marking is l i s ted in  another 
schedule. If a tracing does not appear in the 
schedule being consu lted, it may be shown in 
the other applicable schedu le. For instance, the 
CRUMPTON/QUEEN ANNE CO/D/MD 
hands tamp is l is ted under "Unusual Circular 
Townmarks" as wel l as "Townmarks Con tain
ing County or Pos tmaster 's Name. " A tracing 
of the mark is found in the latter schedule. 

Note on Dimensions 

Markings applied wi th the same handstamp 
may di ffer in s ize as much as Imm, depending 
upon such factors as whether the handstamp 
was s truck sol idly  or wi th a glancing blow, the 
amount  of ink it  carried, or the amoun t  of  wear 
on the hands tamp. Thus, a m inor difference in  
size of  two s imi lar markings does not of i tsel f 
indicate two different marking devices were 
used. Measurements shown in the schedu les are 
from the center of the l ine bounding the mark
ing to the center of the opposite l ine  (not from 
the outer edge of each) in an effort to minimize 
these differences. 

I n  the case of unframed townmarks (primari
ly  s traight l ines ), accompanying dates, whether 
handstamped or manuscript, are not included 
in the dimensions given . 



Postal Rates: 1851-1861 

Every postal marking found on a letter is 
signi fi cant, w hether i t  was applied by an em
ployee of the Post Office Department or by a 
private firm engaged in handling the mai l .  The 
ability to correctly "read" these markings and 
understand their significance is in large part 
what " postal history" is a l l  about. 

A knowledge of the pos tal rates in effect dur
ing the 1 85 1 - 1 86 1  period, and how they cou ld be 
paid by the public, is basic to a study of posta l  
markings o f  the period. In summary, these 
were: 

Domestic Letter Rates 

During the en tire period, domestic postal 
rates for letters were based on a combination of 
weight and distance travel led. Between Ju ly I, 
1 85 1 ,  and March 3 1 ,  1 855, the rate a lso depend
ed on whether the postage was prepaid or 
whether the l etter was sen t col lect. 

A "si ngle" let ter was one weighing � ounce or 
less. A let ter weighing between � ounce and I 
ounce was charged twice the single rate; be
tween I ounce and rn ounces, it was charged tri
ple, and so forth.  

S ingle L etter Rate 
(July 1 ,  1 85 1 ,  to March 3 1 , 1 855) 

Prepaid 

Under 3, 000 m i les 3¢ 
Over 3 ,000 miles 6¢ 

Collect 

5¢ 
1 0¢ 

I t  should be noted that mi leage was not cal cu
lated "as the crow fl ies , "  but rather over the 
exact route traveled by the mai ls. 

Prepayment could be made either in cash or 

by affixing an appropriate postage s tamp to the 
letter. Letters prepaid in  cash were marked wi th 
the word " Paid"and the rate. Letters sent un
paid were marked with the rate only .  Absence of 
the word "Paid" and the record contained in his 
waybi l l  alerted the postmas ter at the poin t of 
del ivery to col lect the unpaid rate from the 
addressee. 

From 1 852 onward U . S. route agents travel 
ing on railroads or steamboats were not a l lowed 
to accept letters prepaid in cash. Therefore, 
such letters had to be sent col lect or prepaid 
wi th s tamps. 

In t he case of underpayment by stamps ( for 
instance, a double weight letter prepaid with 
only one 3¢ s tamp), the postmas ters were in
s tructed to accept the prepaymen t  for the rate to 
which i t  applied, but to mar k  the letter "due" 
the unpaid rate. In the exam pie given , the cover 
would bear a 31/: stamp plus a "Due 5" marking. 

Effective April l, 1 855 
As of this date the privi lege of sending letters 

total ly  unpaid was withdrawn. The new act 
provided that an unpaid letter deposited in the 
post office was to be held 30 days. During that 
time, the postmaster notified the addressee that 
he held an unpaid letter for him. If the addressee 
sent in the required postage, the letter was ei
�her stamped "Paid" or had postage stamps 
applied to it and was sen t on its way. I f  the post
age was not received by the end of the 3 0  day 
period, the l et ter was sent to the dead letter 
office. 

This act also increased the single rate for 
letters traveling over 3 ,000 miles to 1 0¢.  
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Effective January 1,  1 856 
The same act referred to above a l so required 

that al l  l etters be prepaid by stamps or that 
stamped envelopes be used ,  effective Jan. 1 ,  
1856. However, when post offices were tem po
rari l y  out of stamps, the old system of accepting 
cash and marking the letter " Paid" was fol low
ed, a method which was tolerated, but techni
cal ly i l legal .  

Partl y paid letters were now sent col lect at 
prepaid rates, since there were no longer any 

n - , " 
' 

A letter to San Francisco prepaid only  
3 ¢  of  the then 6 ¢  rate. The Boston 
postal clerk rated the letter due one 

unpaid 5 ¢  rate with his DUE/5cts 

handstamp characterized by the 

paraph at  the base. 

USPM - Postal Rates : 1 85 1 -6 1  

separate col lect rates . For instance, i f  the letter 
was double weight but prepaid on ly 3¢ ,  it was 
immediately sent to the addressee marked "Due 
3"  rather than "Due 5 "  as under the old system. 
Total ly unpaid letters were handled as before, 
the addressee being notified to pay the postage 
before it wou ld be sent. 

Summaries of the rates applicable to mail  
other than purely domes tic letter mail  wil l  be 
found under their appropria te headings. 

A stampless letter prepaid in 

cash, the rating numeral and 
PAID being embodied in one 
i n s t r u m e n t .  Da ted  1853 .  
Struck in black. 



Postal Markings Generally 

The term "postmark" or "postal mark ing" 
embodies every marking applied to a letter by 
either the post office or a private firm engaged 
in handl ing the mails .  Three basic postal mark
ings are commonly found, two of which were 
required on each letter . Each is given a separate 
name: 

Townmark 

The regulations requ ired that every letter be 
marked with the name of the town and state of 
origin and the da te (day and month, not year) of 
del ivery to the originating post office. This 
could  be appl ied in manuscript, and was com 
monly  s o  applied a t  sma l l  tow ns. Most towns o f  
any size, however, adopted a handstamped 
town mark that i ncluded this information. 
W ith very few exceptions , year da tes were not 
included in town marks un ti l  late in 1 855. By 
1 857  the i nclusion of the year had become com
monplace. 

Rating Mark 

Each letter had to be "rated" with a marking 
showing the applicable postage, and, in  the 
case of a letter prepaid by cash, with the word 
" Pa id. " Thus, a s ingle rate letter mailed col lect 
before Apri l  1 ,  1 855 , would be rated "5." I f  a 
letter was prepaid in  cash,  the rating mark(s)  
would read " Paid 3 ." If a s tamp was u sed to pre
pay the rate i t, of course, substituted for the rat
ing mark, being  both evidence of the rate and 
prepayment. 

Obliterator 

When stamps were used, i t  was necessary to 
obli terate or "cancel" them to preven t  re-use. 

While some postmasters cancelled stamps wi th 
the stroke of a pen or w i th the town mark, many 
employed separate stamp obl i terators, which 
could  be as s i mple as a smudge from a cork or as 
elaborate as the Canton " lyre. " The term 
"obli terator" is used to identify these separate 
markings used to cancel s tamps and to differen
tiate them from other markings that may have 
incidenta l ly  been used to cancel stamps. 

In summary, the normal markings fou nd on 
letter mai l are: 

Letters Prepaid by Stamps 

A townmark s howing the name of the town 
and state, a s  we l l  as mon th a nd day deposited i n  
the post office .  The s tamp is cance lled, ei ther by 
the town mark or by a separate obl i terator. ( In  
1 860 the P .O .D .  prohibited the use  of  the town 
mark as a n  obliterator) .  

Stampless Letters Prepaid by Money 

A townmark, as above. A rating mark i ndicat
ing the amount  of postage paid. The word 
" Paid. " These cou ld a l l  be separate marks, or 
two or a l l  of them could be combined in one 
marking. 

Stampless Letters Sent Collect 

A townmark, as above. A rating mark show
ing the amount of postage to be col lected. 
Absence of the word " Paid" was sufficient to 
show that the rate was to be col lected from the 
addressee. The town mark and rating mark were 
occasional l y  combined in one instrument. 

The regulations ( 1 852) stated that "good 
black wri ting ink"  could  be used for cancel l ing 
the stamps by pen marks, and that "black prin t-
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er's ink" should be used for hands tam ped obl i t
erators. These regulations material ly  reduced 
the incidence of colored inks used with hand
stamps, al though they were not uniformly ob
served. 

As in the case of pos ta l  rates, summaries of 
markings associated with mail  o ther than pure
ly domestic letter mail  w i l l  be found under their 
appropriate headi ngs. 

,_ T'.?;! �: ; J�i'f � 
;, '-•' . .� .. -- - � ' . ,  ,/j�?L ,J!/7 

-/;� .lc'l-LOl i �·p 1t'il 
�,? ' 1� , , t.�J · h c·, , 

...� ... [. ... ' 
� 

,, .. --� ti 

A letter prepaid in cash bearing separate handstamps for the townmark, rate, and 

PAID, al l struck in red. 

M acon was a relatively large post office in the 1850s, entitled to government 
suppl ied metal handstamps. The postmaster there apparently used this incoming 
cover to test a set of stock style instruments received from Washington. 



Handstamp Distribution & M anufacture 

Arthur H. Bond 
A very high percentage of the domestic mai l  

received markings of  the  type hereinafter re
ferred to as "stock s ty les. " These markings were 
produced almost entirely by handstamps fur
nished to the postmasters at government ex
pense. This book is devoted primari ly  to the less 
common types of markings, more h ighly val 
ued by col lectors. The s tock s ty l es,  however, re
present a s igni ficant  element in the postal h i s
tory of the period and are of in terest, for ex
ample, to col lectors s tudying the markings of a 
certain geographical area. We sha l l  a t tempt a 
brief treatment of th is subject, about which 
much remains to be discovered. 

The Postal Laws & Regulations of 1 852, 
Chapter 46, Sec. 321, prescribes the l im i ta tions 
under which hands tamps were furnished at that  
t ime: 

Marking and rating stamps of metal are furnished 
only to offices that col lect in postage $300 a year, but 
stamps of wood are furnished to offices that col lect 
in  postage $200 a year. 

This replaced the Regulations of 1 84 7 ,  which 
set a minimum of .$300 a year and made no men
tion of wooden s tamps .  In 1 855 new Regula
tions provided minimum l im i ts of .$500 a year 
for s tamps of s teel or iron and $100 a year for 
wooden handstamps . Pos tmasters of the larger 
offices either received these from the govern
ment suppliers or were permitted to secure 
them from other sources and charge the cost to 
their operat ing expense a l lowance. Hand
s tamps used by rai lroad route agents and in the 
marking of foreign mail were, of course, a lso 
furnished by the Pos t  Office Department.  

It is  obvious from examination of the revenue 
records of individual post offices, published in 
the biennial U. S.  Official Registers, that com
paratively few offices met even the .$200 mini
mum l imi t  set by the Regulations of 1 852 . How
ever, by far the larger part of the total mail 
volume originated in  these few offices . For ex
ample, a study for the fisca l  year ending June 
30,  1 853 , in the s ta te of New Jersey, shows that 
only 64 out of 4 1 2 offices were enti t led to re
ceive government handstamps; yet these 15 per
cen t  supplied 74 percent of the total postal re
venues in the s ta te. A lthough this ratio varies 
considerably between s ta tes, we bel ieve the New 
Jersey figures are close to the ratio for the nation 
as a whole. 

Except in a few large ci ties, postmasters at 
this t ime were paid on a commission basis, out 
of which they had to cover expenses. The job 
seldom provided very much in the way of direct 
income. I t  is therefore not surprising to find 
that mail from most  of the smal ler offices con
tinued to be postmarked w i th pen and i nk .  

The handstamps of this period were made 
with an engraved die plate of s teel or wood, 
fastened to a subs tantial wooden handle. Dies 
were engraved from the sol id materia l ,  leaving 
the letters in  relief. S lugs, or logotypes, also 
engraved to represent the months and days were 
inserted in  sockets and secured with setscrews. 
Rubber s tamps were a m uch later develop
ment and were not used in the pos ta l  service 
unti l  about 1 876 . 

I t  appears that the lettering in  a l l  govern
ment-supplied dating s tamps carried ser i fs un
t i l  1 859, except for a few of the month logos. 
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11r "'"' ·�n·lini: ('hnngrs of month nnd rlate mnde of common ty pe metnl, which 
1� unllh 1hr 11ootl pan of the S1nmp, ond w.ill no� bold lhe in k rn long, �es.ide. 
l•·ini.; v1•ry linble to i:et bnttered and smiled with a l1Hle usage. The e var1at1ons 
J hav<' ron�idered so 1 mportnn t th111 l have been obliged to commence the mn11u
fartu re ''" my own acco11 nt 10 supply the d1screptrncy between w�RL I have prom
be<I n ncl what hos been furnished 10 my patron�, aud in doing lbts I nm hnppy. to finrl thnt I cnn now furnish complete •ets of sto.mps at one half the fonitt' pnce. 
As to 11 1k n small boJC can not bsl long in a P. O. at best, an4 instead of it I send 

1 1 irer1ions for procuring ond making it pa1i1. When a P. M. is dependent fo� o. 
""pply of ink the expense of inlc olooe ill !IOOn a.mount to more than my pnce 
for a whole >'et of S1amps, with directions tMbling him to keep a supply on hand 
ns long ns he ha� occn.•ion to use il. I hove introduced another feature of much 
ndvantnRe 10 P. M's, thm is, 10 (nrn ish ahem o. stnmp or their own names, to u.se 
on 1hci r I""'' bills, thus enabling nil those who hove heretofore paid the prioter for 
sig11aturc bills 10 avoitl all that annual expen e, and enable all those who have 
not procured such bills to execute thP.ir pott bills by mo.kinR an impression wilh 
the ci rcu la r office .iomp ot the top of the bill, and with their name printed at the 
ho11om, 1hus making their post bills every WB'f equal to the signature bills for-
ni.hetl by 1he Departmenl.  . 'fhe num!Jer of Posl masters removed for "political sins" compared with the . 
whole n u m ber is very small,  anti I om confident that in case either of death , Te· 
sig11a1ion or removal of the P . .M., the stamps could be sold to a successor for all 
t hey cost, and in many cases for double the cost, or $2. 

I alro have on hand a Jar11:c l<Jt of Charts of the Un ited States, showing the 
location of all the principal Post Ofiices, and Tahks showing the Distnoces be
twet'n all th<•sp offices, and to many places in foreign countries, n copy of wbicb I 
will  M'11d grati� to all who order a set of s1amps. 

TERMS. 
A complrlr •ct of Stamps, as per sample, t ])1 rcetions for procuri ng- . and makiu� red ink, 
Chart or the U. !>., and D"1ancc Table, $1 

Name o f  Pu<L �[.1s1er 2 cl<. p<·r teller ; thus, J .  1111 LL£R P .  !II .. l !l  cts. 
Those who wi'h fur 11 stan1p of their name nnd pr�for oome other form thnn the 

prt•ccd in� sa111plt'. can he acromn1t•luted hy sending a specimen of the form lhey prcli•r ; like thes�, No. I, A BC !  No. 2, ABC ; No. ::!, AB C ;  No. 4, Abc, &c. 
ThrrP. n rt' !i "'t>arnto stamps in the set wilh handles wh�n the ti rate is ordere d 

anti ti  w ith tlw V 111111 .\'., mak i ng i when the P. Ill's name is urdertd. Those who 
ha,·r a set of 'lnmps nnd wish for their nnmc nnly, will readily determine !be 
n111011111 lo "'""· that is :! cts. per lc11er ; and in rnaking up the amount, lo count tlw h·w·rs P. M. nt the end of the nnllle, unle-� the a1lditioo of l'. M. 10 the name 
is 1101 1k;ir�c1. thr siamps nre om•rctl so low thnl they could not be ntrorde<l without tlw I r1s. for them , and it would make a material difference with me in n 
lrtr;.:"" 101, lhou�h a t-tnnll rnnuer in each sin�le case. 

DIB.ECl'IONS FOR JU.ILINO. I G i v<' 1 hc namr of your Otlicc, County nnd State, with the date 111 the top of ronr 1f·t trr, n111t write nll dn1es and names Pl.AI N .  
2. !'.\1•11d n ll}' money cu rren t Willi )'OU1 nnd Sen) Uf'> yonr letters ltt:llrtl'I• 
3. S<'n<I 1hr frac11011al parts of n Doll3r (1f any) in pos1age stnmp if possible 

if :O:pt'ClP I"' !-Clll �ta�C :-.huulll be pre·puid. 
4. I " i ll  tat hr 1hr ri,k of all lu»e•, and i t is n good plan for 1b<>1<e who have 

the fra nki11g pri\'1leg<', in rt"m i t t i n g  monC'y, to w r ite two letteNI undf"-r the tune 
datf', one romainin� the order and money, t\Od one a.s a oo,ite dist the otde-r i 
�ent, tnail ing one dirr<t, anti the otlwr through 1he D. P. 0. as regulations Tequire 
This w i l l  ,,,;.i me 10 trace out any l�s�s that mny occur. 

My "''l"(liutnuro .ritll tlte Postt1l f11>erati1ms rif tltis fffld other tDllH/riu 1101 '""""' 111e 
thnt thi.< lt1s1 .<11i;gtstiim, pht ;,, pratlirt, Pp<rm<s os a great dtedt !)ll wtail,i"t,tlllftrln . 

OOlfCLUBIOlf. 
To t hose who cle>ire to avail tbcmSf'lve� of the use, convenience and el gai� 

that a ,.:oocl 'et of .inmps gin�s Lo a PO$! Office let me 1111y - Do •ut d�lay yot1r 

order$ till thi1 notice i1 mi1lnid or furgf1ttrn. E x n rn i n1 .. r:i rt'fnlh· :1111t r 1 111 " 11 1  '"r 
that more and belier s10mp1 are oflt·rl'cl ff1r um· dullilr ( l o  .. ,l\' 1 101 1 1 1 1 1 :!  nl i ii�· 
Chari, Table and luk dirtct ions, which I !or.C'IHl gra i i  .. ,) 1 h a 1 1 1·:111 h t  h;1d 1+·1 \\ lu-11· 
in the United States. Thes� noticc·s n1e  �t.'lll w 1 ht• d 1 1!1·1t•111 �1:i11 ... 1 1 1 ... tu·h ..,ui·· 
ce <ion that T shall be prepnrrcl w PXc�n1r m ti(•" " ith ""'Y liult·  ,i. l : t)· .  

To th<kfl who Eiend orderR I will :-.end a t"•PY uf rny Chart 11111! Tai .I i '  i,,· r1 1 11 1 11 
mnil as an acknowledgement tor the rrf•1 •1pl ol 1 h e. 1111•1wy. alii! 1 l w  .... 1 .1 1 1 1 1 •  ... " i l l  
follow o.s soon as they can be properly e11grn\·etl, oud warranhil tu l t1· a l l  t l wy a l l' 
represer,ied, or the money retnrned. 

· 

Please observe the four nrticlc• uniter n:ration.< .r r Mailing. """ 1 l i l'•'<"l )'UllC 
leuers to CHARLES It. WILLARD, Ludlow, Hampden County, llassach us: tts. 

Plense preserve this if you do nol order, or give il to )'Ollr �uc<·1·-..�ur i11 ot1ic''• 
i i  you should have one. 

The Pntt Master. aL lb.e followiug n?t!flt>d 1 ffieN1 h:1vf' &f'11l 111e �»l withiu tlu• Luu Y ":tr l�ir 1 .. , t :i:���lh� ;,�� ���t�e.!�ic�1�8:,�1':1 ��;1�����1/1�.:_::��\� �ri��:i:·;��t11:'.�11111;�11\���';'.:,i 01:1 .�:';Y �;!::; 
haye obUJoed Stamp.s 11( mo ii. i• "II I lu1.ve Nom f .r, 1u.d ljullkicu\ ln •'•'""'' l11J.l 01.v p 1tr 111t .u .. 
•pread n•e_r all 1�1..-of 1he Unl1.ed Sta1e1. 

Mat11e. 8 WHbra.ham Richburch Dumfriu 1·urran1I 
York .Pharhon Chtm1:ug It we ville Bayou 
Unity R'todt 11/at'ld Ud 8ri1...:;e \Vayuc C H  Marum Newfteltl Gr&envilte H3tt L"t Pnyt>lle C: ll 1't r'rtlt. 
Lubec Milft Escoheag Cowla\'ille Floyd C 11 O"h:ul 
Blanchard tx irr P.ttrntliauo llatl''-'Ooil C t:hri.�ti 
W H111n11Xlen 4rcadia Sltcru1a11 Nor1/4 Cun1li11u�pru J!•i•r•I 
S1ark Cottw>rl.c11.I. Five Corucn• HJ:!\ .. u II u1t••1t 
.MoulYille Burrvillo t!&merou Jt11he,..un1,c A rl-0111ws. 
tlearamonl. W N1•rfolk Johnahur�h llan svllle Ch.111il11 r.i . N Pale1ma Marion Utop1klll Madj,;,ut Mui•1111rt. 
Red 8f'adt Ledyard Rhinf'l>6rk CeiJu FJJl-1 Lrt'I'• lie'•I 
Jooe•bnro' Volunl.own Acatlt'm)' K kv1lte Apple t;rl'l'k 
J>ika Anilovt.r H11r1111 Svu.l/1 Curulm�. '/'rn11tf1Jt1', \�:�:� ���n��� :J;�trC�uer �.�::·���. kil �Ji!'.�:::1�� �uo 
HarttllOt\ GahtJ Verry Monville. Uranhevlll_, lol'i111 
Liotbon ttO Y•rk. Clevtllf.11tl Gror1ia. A.·,11111clty. 
W Baklwi.n Towuere Nttt; J�rity. Seu I 8ftoalt Crub t. hl'liarJ 

r Harbor Wat1MW )1Htord Guod H.11pe Kirkt .. 1lle 
'V Lubec Jericho S }:  Turkey Woodbury Tayluunlle 
Oouhltboro' Odord J..Aban(lh Conyefl 81tcrhurnc E Rompden L1lhgou Can1ptt•Wfl Alapal1a Jl11u�1.11u 
China Fhn&nl'.e touu.�ue Ru>dy Creek Goul,111fl\ illc E Wl111hrop Brl11tol C•P" �hy lltlffiu•o �ill• Ohi•. 
We1tt.JNJn N•tlOn Wutorl1 o t:lCMaville El•t1111 
N. J./r1,.,p1Alr.,N Norwich P•""'lloanftJ Fluritfa.. F•u fitl•I 

���?�·· :�:;�:hura �::-:�!�::' �����ir.. �:!h!n"lll• 

:.�O::.n ���':k �?!:�nu �:�t:!�:� �0G�oru 
Con«>oc•iot Cato Be1 wirk Alabama. )lural 
Hillsboro' ht?ne•\H Corn•·an Fnyette C Jt Chn1cm 

L�:,,. �:w:.=: {�:;��::. �:·!I•F!�,· �i�:,P •hi 
11e11<o11 Lillie Ft.'I• W71IU1i111 Belmon1 Ga1e•1 Mill 
Muc Yard Da7tnn lVtuc.rloo lJoUft't.Ue Newbargb 

Mil�.':,,...� ��:�It. �1�::-.:�• c::��·�t�. ��:• vltlo 
Ca•t1J1h•b m1.t• �1111 Rntl""" •'!Ah Pond AfirAi1••· 

Jhnland rort i'.eu1 Pe1u l\llllo lllutm,11 7  Cl&rk.ouo 
W lla•e.n Lebaoun Dtia�,,_ Ali••t••ippi. &;Jarengo 
Jr1uklh• Uoward . DriJ& .. ille w.,.blnc<t•n -''-""'< )Jul'll:o Ml}(l'IAnd ll'••l "'" llyllalla Utw• 
>; Bvrlr £ Yulct l!laryland. H&n•btlr;h bra .. nttnn 

U.rk ro• Ontli io Otn�y �'mo Uoa�una 
·t-AAbU<I Mt1richu l>atfU•f(On 11 ScbllQJ G•••• . 
Ul-rgb Or t .. tnt: Nl>lllr11ll•m Aubut11 F"n W1l trln• 
.JratMr41Ullll. Pro�pett Ealt••Ji • Ct."10� t:l#fe Rlrer 
\Y Onuvllle W Vlet1na l'nJi•ID :Lo••Klana. hl!l• llatbo< 
J'armi ..... 10 AQ01f•r Cub Ctl'tk Liv• Oak L>woon 

h1diat1/f, 
J-:\.·1 rwu 
Spr111cv1Jlc 
='"i·w �1.1 1 i  .. 11 
}( .. 111-vtlle 
\\',·-.1 1i ... i.1 J\l··>.1.-.. 
'.\l!'li . . \\ 11 
U1it!::et·111 
)l.t.1'1111.E!'•'ll 
Ua111t1\ 1 Ii� 
\\TIU!dfl f:" 
:-"t l'rh"f; 
l\1 1 1 1  ,, , ,  
tf1a\,.\ 11lt• 
Flo;,.1,1'� 
U i t  1 k l:1e1·k 

111;,,u;�. 
Ne•• .\1iff.1rtl 
Gr1t(1t1 
l ' rtm11n 
Mt 11,, u k in.11 
H 1ch111111"l 
La1.:.ey 
Mt �11• 1 l i11:: 

Mi Oln e  
\\ra•l1buru 

Savanna 
Toulon 
B1oolr:ly11 

• Jeretl.: ••• 1a 
On11u1? 
\Vahon �.r,:::,,,iff 
Cook11v11lct 
Gene, ... 
Albany 
Albiun 
La Cl'UOlle 
Cbip .. -.u. 

"1wa. 
To.earhnt. 
Mo1•uog
Dco>1ah 

uth F'urk i���;��UN• 
a1..mc Ml1'4 

-
-
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Sl ight  variations in detai l s  reflected the work of 
different engravers. Circle diameters ranged 
from 29mm.  to 33mm.  

In  the form of  " Ins tructions to  Postmasters" 
warnings were issued from time to time against  
inadequate obli teration of postage s tamps, per
mi tt ing their cleaning and re-use. Fina l ly in 
1 860, the Department expressly forbade the use 
of the townmark as a cancel ing instrument, a 
practice that had been fol lowed by many offices, 
including N ew York City .  To avoid the extra 
labor involved in us ing a separate obl i terat ing 
stamp, the duplex hands tamp came in to use.  I 
This carried a town mark die (dating stamp) and 
an obl i terating die under a single handle. The 
canceler, as had been the case w i th the separate 
obl i terator previously used, was a piece of wood 
or cork, carried in a metal ring. These were sup
plied in several designs by the handstamp 
manufacturers. They wore out rapidly and re
placements, often produced by the post  office 
clerks , lent themselves to carving in to the mul
ti tude of " fancy " designs that  soon became 
current. 

An entirely different s ty le of town mark began 
appearing in 1 859-60. This was adapted more 
readi ly to the duplex handstamp and was l ess 
expensive to manufacture. The most-used pat
tern had concentric circles 26mm.  and l 3mm. in 
diameter .  Another used a single circle 26mm.  in 
diameter .  Both had narrow, sans-serif lettering  
for the town and s ta te. Ser i f  let teri ng cont inued 
to be used in the month logo. There are indica
t ions that the day numerals were cas t  in type 
metal .  

Very few of  the handstamp manufacturers of  
this period have been identified. I t  i s  k nown 
that Benjamin Chambers, of  Washington, 
D .C. , was supplying the Post Office Depart
ment wi th most of i ts hands tamps made of steel 
or iron dies. Benjamin,  Sr. ,  had been engaged in 
the engraving bus iness in Washington since a t  
least 1 82 1 .  H i s  son, Benjamin,  J r. ,  retained the 
government contracts for many years, except for 

1 .  A. H. Bond, "Ti me-Saving Duplex Handstamp, Its 

Invention, U se & Manufacture," Postal History journal, 
w hole no. 1 0 ,  J ul y  1 963 . 

USPM - Handstamp Distribution & Manufacture 

a few years during the Civi l  War when he was in  
the army. 

Edmund Hoole, of N ew York City, was an
other engraver active in  the production of hand
s tamps w i th metal dies .  S ince 1 838 he had been 
making many of the handstamps for the New 
York City pos t office, a large number of w hich 
were made of brass . Some of the s tamps that he 
made for other offices may be distinguished by 
the characteristic use of a hyphen in the s ta te 
abbreviation, such as N-H, N-J or N-Y. The use 
of such markings i n  some of the larger c ities in
dicates that  Hoole a lso had government con
tracts . D uring the Civil  War, when the govern
ment contract was held by Fairbanks & Co. ,  the 
scale manufacturer, Hoole was their subcon
tractor who actua l ly  produced the hands tamps. 

The best known maker of wooden hand
s tamps was Edmond S. Zevely� He s tarted busi
ness in  1 849 at  P leasant  Grove, Maryland, 
where he used h is postmaster 's  frank extensive
ly in advertising his product d irect to post
masters of the smal ler offices . He  is believed to 
have made most of the wooden handstamps 
supplied by the Pos t  Office Department during 
the 1 85 1 -6 1  period and undoubtedly  sold many 
others direct to postmasters. Zevely moved to 
Cumberland, Mary land, in  1 856 and the busi 
ness was continued therean d a t  Wheeling, West 
V irgi nia, for many years by his son. 

I t  is k nown from advertising circulars that 
Charles M .  W i l lard, Ludlow, Mass. , operated as 
an agent for Zevely during the early 1 850s. He is 
a lso reported as having made wooden hand
s tamps h imself for a number of offices in that 
area, several of which are known to have been 
29mm. to 3 1  mm.  circles and sans-serif lettering. 

An advertisement of Col l in  & Co. , N ew York 
City, was displayed w ith  an article in Chronicle 
62. This company sold brassbound wooden 
handstamps of s ty les used more extensively i n  
the late 1 860s, but several o f  the types i l lus
trated are known to have been used by smal ler 

2.  Delf N orona, "Zevely Fam i l y  was Active i n  U .S.  Post
al Service," Postal History journal, w hole no. 23, Septem

ber 1 969. See also three articles on Zevely by Edw i n  Mayer 

in Postal History journal, whole no. I ,  May 1 957;  whole 

no. 2,  April 1 958; and whole no. 5, J une 1 960. 



Stock Styles 

offices before 1 86 1 .  Col l in & Co. were sales 
agen ts, not engravers, and the source of these 
s tamps is not known. 

The following tracings are typical of the 
s tock styles produced by the firms with govern
ment contracts w hich are not o therwise l i s ted i n  

A 

D 

The marvelous combination town
mark and advertisement printed by E. 
S. Zevely at Pleasant Grove, Md. 

B 

PLEAS.f,YT GROYE, ALLEG.1.'t"Y CO., MD., � 
DEAR S(R:-;-Engaged as � am con.itantty and largely in manufa'!turin� Po�t office Stamps on both pubhc and pnvate orders, I wpuld invite vour attenti..,r1 to the annexed extract from the new Book of Regulations, P. O. Dt1;t.1 about t11 be issued. Section 321,  chap. 46, says : -

" �hrldn![ an�t r a t  in; sh.mpi or melal :ire (11rni�hn�l Mly lo offi,,e• th 1 t  co!lert in p'l•h:;,tt $3PJ a year; Uut stamps mo.de or wood :ire f•1rnir;.hcd lo o!llcc1 collectin;; &·lO:) per y�:1.r. A;>pH· 
cation for thc�e 1tJ.mps shoultl he m::ide :o the appointment ofti:-n. J( pr..i..:ared el11awhcrG Df 
Po1lmasters themsdves, it mu:tt be doue at their own expen9e. "  

Otherwise, if your office i s  n1t already supplicJ with sta•np•, or  rloos not  f•ll 
within the $ZOO. regulation, I shall be plca>ed to suppl_v you on vour own account. Two dollars remitted will secure the prompt receipt of l s.i.ti�t'J.dl.)ry set, with. nk. and printed dircctiun:1. 

Re�pectful'y1 S..c . .  
K S .  Z E V£LY, P. !>f. 

13<71 have no agent (or whose act� r am re�pun!->ililc .. tbt'J 
•N. R. I also furoi!fh all othar kiud of i1lampi, ieal:1, �c., wovJ engra.vlnJ•, 

w ood cuts, wood type, proof-preue>, &c. 

th is book: 
A .  Town a nd s ta te a t  top. 
B. Town at top, sta te at bot tom. 
C. Double l ined circle. 
D. Balloon circle. 
E. Double circle. 

E 

c 

StATf: OV .---��-4-
. / • 

1 3  

Back of above envelope with Zevely's 

"pitch" to fellow postmasters for sale of his 

hands tamps. 



1 4  

Woodstock, Ct., straight line post

mark. Date stamp used as canceller. 

W i l l 11u1 1 1 1 1 ,  \)., 
&<�, 
PA I H  I J J  

, -

_::.. .. 

USPM - Townmarks 

Boxed townmarks assume a 
variety of shapes; this one 
from Hampton, Ct., has 
shaped corners. 

/�lj h ' -, /l� �� �H ul-d.y _ - , ./H, ,, � OUL-£ f3<.- / '?t: tr<,R "-
rf-· ��cv-V'UfJ/e0 6e/1 Jvt/-

ef);> V /�z-. ·; 

J¥• fl4(7( d--17-o/� 
. -d/�. '1 

When this Willington, Ct., 
marking was first l isted , the 
"PAID III" was not men

tioned, but it is  evidently 

part of a single hand

stamp. 

This Stony Creek, 

Conn., marking is 
enclosed in a fancy 
ribbon, with negative 
letters. 

,/ l � p ;-- t •/ , .. 

/ 



Townmarks 

Straight Line, Oval and Fancy 
Townmarks 

Relatively few of the post offices in the United 
S tates used handstamped town marks other 
than circles during the period covered by this 
work. These non-circular town marks may be 
subdivided in to three general classes: 

Straight Lines 
The very ear lies t  handstamped town marks 

used in the Uni ted S ta tes were s traigh t l ines. As 
time passed, these gave way to the more popular 
circular s ty le, and by 1 85 1  relatively few s traight 
l i nes were s t i l l  i n  use. M os t  of these were made 
from local prin ter's  type. Some s traight l ine 
townmarks are enclosed in  a s ingle or double 
l ined box . Dimensions given include the ful l  
name o f  the town and s ta te p l u s  any ornamenta
tion, the horizontal measurement being given 
first and the vertical measurement next ,  a l l  in 
mi l l ime ters. If the s traigh t l ine is boxed, the 
measurements are from the center of the ou tside 
edge of the ou ter l ine of the box to the cen ter of 
the oppos i te edge of the box. 

Ovals and A rcs 
While these types of  townmarks appeared 

later chronologically than s traigh t l ines, their 

Straighl line marking of 
North M idd lelown, Ky. 
Par1ial pho10. 

··� . 

popul ari ty had markedly decl i ned prior to 
1 85 1 ,  and examples used during this decade are 
not common . They are found w i thout frame 
l ines and wi th  both s ingle and double frame 
l ines . 

Fancy 
This group of townmarks includes any de

sign other than straight l ine, ova l ,  arc or circu
lar .  Mos t  of them were "homemade" by the 
local postmaster. 

Nearly a l l  of the markings in this  section 
were used in  s ma l l  communities where the post
master's  annua l  compensation was less than 
$ 1 00 per year. 

Some border- l ine markings are d i fficu l t  to 
classi fy .  For ins tance, the A l ton, New H amp
shire, hands tamp is c lassi fied as a s traigh t  l i ne 
marking because of the arrangement of the 
words i t  contains, even though it  is surrounded 
by a circle .  Similar ly ,  the Bridgewater, Ver
mont ,  handstamp is l i s ted in the " Unusual 
Circular Townmarks " schedule because it ex
hibi ts the general style of a circu lar marking, 
but i s  in  fact bounded by an oval l ine. I f  in  
doubt, both schedules shou ld be checked . 
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Tracing 
Wording Number 

A labama 

LOACHAPOKA.D l 
MONTGOMERY ID 2 

Arkansas 

G RAND GLAIZE ARK/msD 3 
LISBON ARKS/msD 4 

California 

ALLEGHANY /CAL/SIERRA COUNTY 5 
ANGELS/D/CAL 6 
COL U M BIA.  CAL/msD 7 
COL U MBIA./CAL. 8 
DOWN I E  VILLE 9 
FORBESTOWN /D/CAL J O  
GREENWOOD/msD/CAL 1 1  
H ICKSVI LLE/msD/CAL. 1 2  
LAPORTE 1 3  
LAPORTE 1 4  
MAC DERMOTT'S/D/B RI DG E  CAL 1 5  
MORMON ISLAND/msD/CALA. 1 6  
Orovi l l e/msD/Ca 1 7  
SAN ANDREAS msD 1 8  
SNELLINGS. RANCHE/msD/CALA. 1 9  
SONORA, CALIFORN I A/DYr 20 
SONORA ?/msDYr 2 1  
WEAVERVI LLE./msD/CAL. 22 

l .  State not certain. 
2. 1 85 1  or 1 852 year dates. Year date 1 85 1  has rarity number 9. 

This Lisbon, Arks., straight 

line marking was produced by 
stencil ,  a variety used by some 
postmasters. 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape R arity 
and S ize Number N ates 

f-sc-s l -49x23 9 
shield-22x25 J O  

s l -42x5 J O  Green. 
s l -58x6 1 0  

d lo-37x2 1 1 0• nt  

sl -27x l 9  9 
s l -37x4 9 

s l-45x 1 2  9 
s l -30�3� 9 nt  
r-o-34x24 8 
r-o-32� 1 9  9 Green. 
d lo-45x28� 8 

s l -3 l x8 9 
s l-38x l 0  9 

dlo-50x26 9 
dl -do-53x26� 5 

s l -27x25 1 0  
sl-25x2� J O  
do-34x24 8• 
s l -38x3 8• B lue; 2 
s l -32x3 9 
o-40x24 5 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - A labama to California 

4 

7 

o'-' '- s ..-o,,. 
t.. A PR -Z 1 2 

C A L 
I O  

LA PORTE 
1 3  

1 4  

1 7  

s� ) �3/ 2 

5 

C OL UMB JA. 
�� A 1 ... 

8 

t:t_N � �� e.-4_ � c., '2 cy CJ 
CA L 

1 1  

1 5  

IAN AN1' • •  tA S .t/ 9 
1 8  

SONORA , CALIFORNIA . 
APR.10, 1852 

20 

SO NORA ( < l  

/j�.5- � - - t' 
2 1  

1 7  

GRANDGLAIZE ARK $ 
'?/d"J'.7 / j'6"ef d J 

3 

\ �G J.; ' �  S 
MAY 2 'l  
C .\ L  

6 

DOWNIEVILLE 
9 

1 2  

1 6  

1 9  

22 
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Tracing Shape Ra rity 
Wording Num ber and Size Num ber Notes 

Connecticut 

Col li nsvi l l e./Conn./D 23 r-arc-26x 1 6  8 
CORN WALL/D/CO N N. 24 do-34�x25 7 
FISHER VILLE/msD/CT 25 do-3 l x20 8 
HADDAM CT/D 26 b-arc-42x22 6 
HAMPTON ID/CT 27 b-arc-35x22 6 B lue. 
HAR WINTON/D/CT. 28 f-arc-37x2 1 �  8 B lue. 
KENSINGTON/CON.ID 29 f-arc-32x25 8 
KI LLI NGLY/CT/D or msD 30 b-arc-35x22 4 Red. 
NORTHVILLE CT.ID/Yr 3 1  s l -36x9 g• 
PORTLAND CT. 32 sc-s l-40x 1 6  9 
STONY CREEK/D/CONN 33 sc-arc-28x 1 7  7 B lue. 
W EST CHES H I RE CT. /msD 34 s l -39x2� 7 
W EST HARTFORD/CT. ID 35 b-arc-39x23 6 
Wi l l ington, Ct./msD 36 s l -39x4 8 3 
WINCHESTER CENTRE/D/CT 37 oct -34x34 6 

Dakota Territory 

GREENWOOD D. T. IDYr 38 s l -38x2� 1 0• 
SIOUX FALLS CITY/msD/D.T. 39 o-35x25 1 0  

Delaware 

GEORGETOWN/D/DEL. 40 b-sl-29x l 6  9 

Florida 

KEY WEST ID/FLORIDA 4 1  o-38x27 7 
Welaka, E .F./D 42 s l -25x4 9 4 

Georgia 

JEFFERSON, GA.P.R.  43 sc-sl-45x 1 7  J O  

3. See photo; the PAID I I I  i s  bel ieved to be a part of t he same handstamp. ( Page 1 4). 
4 .  " E .F." stands for " East Florida. " 

GR� '.�NWC OD. D.T 
JULY. 2. f � Go 

An an t lopa tory townmark.  

Dakota Territory was not  ac
tually organized until March 2, 
1 86 1 .  



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Connecticut to Georgia 

�\\ ft S i'//, 
� o  · 'o v C o"" · . 

. r A ?I :1 0. 
23 

�o O A l\f 
� c 

JUl .3  ,. 

26 

29 

�'8/1"" f:�RTLAND C� "-i�� 
32 

&ai::.£.1n�-oo• ».r 
mLY a. 1 ·60 

38 

24 

27 

30 

33 

Willin1torr, Ct. 
� J d , 

36 

�,ou� FALLS('/� 

� 
D .T. 

39 

42 

� '=::� 
25 

28 

NO� THVILLE C� 
1 l L 

1 � 59 

3 1  

Vi [� I' C'H E �tllRE CT. �� � 
34 

37 

40 

1 9  
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W h e n  p o s t m a s t e r  

J a m e s P .  B a r k e r  

replaced this boxed 
marking by a circular 
one in 1 852, he con
verted it  to a personal 
seal by inserting his 

name in the date slot. 

Straight l ine postmark of 

Ingraham Prairie, I l l . ,  in 

black . 

USPM _ Townmarks 

The Shabbona Grove, Il l . ,  
scroll ,  struck in black. This 

townmark is also known in 

red. 

Mail from Kansas Terri tory is 

scarce, especially with straight 

l ine or fancy townmarks. 
Only recorded example of 
boxed Stanton, K.T. 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Il lustrations 

Ringville, Mass., straight l ine 

postmark with date. 

BLACKSTONE 
M A S S. 

·u G ? �  A �, v 

/��vz�LJ�<-� � · / 

A well struck example of 
the Tol land, Mas.,  home
made fancy townmark. 

//- ,. /' 

I , 

2 1  

A boxed townmark 
from Mil ton, Ohio, 

without a day and 

month designation. 

Boxed t o w n m a rk and  

PAID/3 of  Blackstone, 
Mass. 

vsy��· 
��µ_;r 

�r· 
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Wording 

I ll inois 

ALBION/msD/I LLINOIS 
A THENS/D/I LL. 
A TI-IENS/D/ILL 
ATHENS./DYr/ILLS. 
ILLINOISTOWN/D/St. Clair Co. ILLS 
INGRAHAM P RAIRIE.  ILL./msD 
KISHWAU KEE/msD/ILLS.  
SHABBONA GROVE/D/D E KALB CO./ILLINOIS 
SHABBONA GROVE/D/ILL. 
TONICA ( ms I l l )  DYr 

CHURUBUSCO IND D 
COLUMBIA CITY Ia./WHITLEY Co. D 
JARVIS I N D  
MECHANICSBU RG, IND/msD 
N ICONZA, IA.ID ms day 
SOMERSET, I D. 
WENONA/DYr 

CHICKASAW IOWA/msD 
DENISON IO./DYr 
DENISON, IOWA/DYr 
ELKADER IA.ID 
M ITCHELL/D/IOW A 
RICHLAND/D/IOWA 
St .  Charles Ci ty. (ms "Ia" )/msD 
WINFIELD IOA/DYr 

5. Measurements apply lo first l ine only .  

Maker of these elegant "eagle" 
townmarks is unknown. Town 
and state names were inserted 

locally. Mechanicsburg, Ind., in  

blue. 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Tracing 
Number 

44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
5 1  
52 
53 

54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

6 1  
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 

I I 

I 

USPM - Townmarks 

S hape Rarity 
and Size Number N ates 

do-28x22 8 
o-40x22 7 
o-46x28 7 

r-o-36x24 7• 
b-sl-45x2 1 1 0• 

s l-46x5 1 0  
dlo-38x29 9 

shield-33x36 s• 
f-sc-44x 1 8  9 
s l -25x3!1 7• 

s l -38x3 1 0  
s l -32x6 1 0• 
s l -24x3 1 0  

f-sc-s l-50x30 1 0  
s l - I 7 (? )x3 1 0  

arc-sl -36x8 9 
s l-30x4 7• 

f-sl-46x l 8  I O  

s l -30x3 g• 
s l-30x2� 10• 5 
s l-25x2!1 8 

b-sl-23x2 l 8 
o-32x30(? )  6 

s l -37x4 8 
s l -28x3 1 0• 

fl%/c{ / 
. .  

I 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Ill inois to Iowa 23 

44 

,. ______ _ j ILLINOIS TOWN I 
I JU.N3 . �tCln.\t CQ\Lis.j 

48 

5 1  

.- - - - - --------, ;coLUMB14 ClTr :wm'l'J.rr Co. o; I I 
I I 
I I : I 
l - - - - - - - - - - .J  

55 

tf• \. ,, ''At J.;ns \': .. �� 
� '/;  

59 

DINISON,10• 
lt0�,5 Ifft : 

62 

MJTC HEi..L ·  
r E 

u 
IOWA 

65 

45 46 

fNGRAHAM PRAIRJE.  JL L. �c f 
49 

•( H ,.: \' (\ � " .  
o c  ·r� & 1 �.�i 

' l � .; . 

47 

50 

CHUAVBVSCO lN'I) JUNE f 
52 

T O N I C A� 
May 21 1 855 

53 

56 

V E N O N A  
AliK 2 1&58 

60 

DDlrSON, IOW.A � .Avg l, 1861 
63 

St.. ChaTles City. J, · /')1AnJ- 1 1 67 

V INFIELD IOA 
li' A� ' ' 6' 

68 

54 

57 

EL.aR .IA �&Jl'NE. 
64 
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Tracing 
Wording Number 

Kansas Territory 

AURARIA K.T./DYr 69 
CORAVILLE K.T./D 70 
CORA VILL. K.T./D 70a 
DENVER CITY /D/Yr/K.T. 7 1  
DENVER CITY /D/Yr/K.T. 72 
DENVER CITY ID/Yr/ KT 72a 
DONIPHAN /msD/K.T. 73 
OSAWATOMIE K.T./msD 74 
OTTUMWA, K .T./msD 75 
Shawnee, Kas. 76 
STANTON/msD/K.T. 77 

Kentucky 

CLOVERPORT. KY /msD 78 
CLOVERPORT KY./msD 79 

CLOVER PORT KY ./msD 80 
CLOVERPORT KY /msD 8 1  
CLOVERPORT /msD/K Y 82 
CLOVERPORT /msD/KY 83 
CLOVERPORT/msD/KY 84 
CLOVERPORT KY /msD 
LODGE P.O . , /Fu l ton Co. ,/KY. 86 
N . M .  TOWN/KY 87 
SOUTH-UNION/KENTUCKY ID 88 
SOUTH-U NION ID/KENTUCKY 89 
MILITARY /INSTITUTE/FRANKLIN CO.!KY.I  90 
COL. E.W. MORGAN/SUPT. 

7. Pre-printed on envelope. 
8. North M iddletown. 

Doniphan, K. T.,  year of use 
unknown. Both recorded 
covers bear a 3¢ 1 85 1 .  

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape R arity 
and Size Number N otes 

sl -25!1x.2 6• 
s l-28!1x.2� 9 
sl-25x2� 1 0  

r-arc-27x23 s• 
r-arc-26x23 4• 
r-arc-29x25 g• 
r-o-29!1x.35� 9 

b-s l-47x9 1 0  
s l -26x2 1 0 
s l -54x6 1 0  

b-sl-45x23 1 0 

b-s l-52x l 9  1 0  
b-curved l ine- 1 0  

65x l 7  
d l -b-sl-6 1 x 1 7  1 0  

s l-57x4� 1 0  Green. 
o-46x3 l 7 
o-35x3 1 �  7 

horseshoe-36x33 8 
f-sl -eagle at top 1 0  

s l -25x3; J 7x2�; 7!1x.2� 1 0• 7 
sl-36x8 1 0  8 

d l -b-sl-47x l 8� 8 
d l-b-sl-45x 1 8� 8 

f-eagle & sh ield- 9• B lack, 
5 l x35� blue. 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Kansas Ter. to Kentucky 

.AllRAJUA K T  
;JULY .25 1869 

69 

CORAVILLE JC.T · 

70 

CORAVILL.K.T. 
Jvl1 1 r  

70a 

73 

� t. R c1 �� AUG -"'..(.. 
3 0  

1880 
K.T. 
7 1  

\I OSAWATOMIE K T 

74 

�� ER � 
�4'/ SEP. � 

6 
)860 

1<.T. 
72 

75 

25 

72a 

CL OV E R P O R T· KYJ 2 P � 
Sh awnee, K as. 

76 
77 

o 1 r  \) O� I  KJ:-J 
('"ov t� � 

-- -
79 

CLOVERPORT KY 
0-Ay /0 

8 1  

84 

SOUTH-UNION 
KENT UCKY 

MAR 1 9  
88 

82 

IDDGE P. Q, 
� a,., 

K� 
86 

S OUT H -U N I O N  MAR 3 KEN T UCK Y 
89 

78 

80 

83 

"'. ' '  :re t '"' �· 
1: \� 

87 



26 USPM - Townmarks 

Tracing Shape R arity 

Wording Number and S ize Number Notes 

Louisiana 

N.O.  Apr.28 1 858 sl -37x2l7 1 0  9 

M aine 

CUMBERLAND,  M E.ID 9 1  s l-33x4 9 
Cumberland,/Me D 92 s l -2 l x7 1 0  
MACHIAS PORT ME./msD 93 s l -46x3 8 
MACHIASPORT M E/msD 94 sl -42x3l7 8 
PATTEN Me.ID 95 b-sl-43x 1 4  6 
Prospect Ferry, Me. msD 96 s l -45x3l7 9 
SO . BROOKS Me msD 97 s l -33x3 9 
SOUTH DOVER, M E .  msD 98 sl -34x2l7 8 

Massachusetts 

BLACKSTON E/MASS/D 99 b-s l -34x 1 9  8 Blue. 
BROOKLIN E.ID/MASS J OO do-32x l 7 3 
CAM PELLO/D/MASS 1 0 1  do-32x22 6 B lue, 

b lack. 
HARDWICK MS/msD 1 02 o-3 1 l7x24 6 
NAHANT /msD/MASS 1 03 s l - l 4x 1 8  7 
NEW /BOSTON /msD/MASS 1 04 f-arc-26x28 8 B lue. 
R INGVILLE, M ASS. D 1 05 s l -28x2 8 
SAXONVILLE/msD/MASS 1 06 o-28x24 7 
STON EHAM MIDDLESEX CO.ID/Yr/MASS do-24x22 8• 
TOLLAN D/DIMAS 1 07 f-arc-38x26� 7 

M ichigan 

ADAMSVILLE/D/MICH 1 08 r-arc-45x25 1 0  

M innesota Territory 

MONTICELLO M. TY 1 09 s l -38x3l7 8 nt 

M ississippi 

OCEAN SPRINGS/msD/WISS 1 1 0 o-29x29 1 0  
Tolands DePol./Miss 1 1 1  s l -35x6 1 0  
TUSCAHOMA/MISS./D 1 1 2 b-sl-27x l 7 1 0  B lue. 

Nebraska Terri tory 

COMING CITY N .T./D 1 1 3 r-arc-40x l 9l7 J O  n t  

9. Perhaps an unofficial receiving mark . 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Louisiana to Nebraska Ter. 

CUMBERLAND, ME. OCTOBER, 11. 
9 1  

C ulT'I b er I CD\cl, 
Me NoY-. 6. 

92 

"'f � C'-1 '4.S PORT ME. fl,µ° If> 
93 

,-; - - -.., 
I P.'1.T T��' M �  

P r o  J r c•ct ,..eTY' .Y• M e  
I I DEC.29 

· - - - �  

95 

SOU"1'WDCVBR, )(E. 

� -i-f' 
98 

�� 
96 

BLACKSTO"E 
MA S S  

CT 6 
99 

:NAliA!T 

27 

Al .\ Cllf �SP01?T -:.:  l r-:, /i"' 94 

1 00 

�16 
I O I  

1 06 

)(OfffJC ELLO. MlY-
1 09 

1 07 

1 1 1  

TVSr.AHOM A 
.MISS. 

: SEPT. J.. 
1 1 2 

MASS 

1 03 

1 04 

RlrtOVll,1.E. MASS .A. v,a. 10 

1 05 

1 08 

1 1 3 
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Wording 

AL TON/D/N . H. 
HILLSBORO' BR'  N . H ./msD 
HOLLIS N . H .  D 
N EW LON DO N/D/N.H .  
NORTH GROTON/DYr/N.H . 
ORFORD.  V ILLE, N . H ./msD 
SWANZEY /ms DIN . H.  
TROY N . H .  

HADDONFIELD N,J ,ID 
LAWRENCEVILLE N.] .ID 
M ILLSTONE/D/N.J .  
New Germantown N.J . /msD 
PASSAIC/msD/N .J .  
WESTFIELD NEW JERSEY 

BERLIN N.Y ./msD 
Bucktooth, N .Y ./msD 
BUFF ALOIN.  Y .IP AID/3Cts 
BURLINGTON, N. Y . ID 
Charlotte Centre/N. Y./msD 
CHARLTON /DIN . Y. 
CLERMONT, N . Y. 
FAIRMOUNT /ms DIN .  Y .  
FARNHAM/D/ERIE CO. N .Y .  
GLEN AUBR EY N .Y .  
GREEN ISLAND 
Green Island N .  Y.ID Yr 
Hagamans M i l l s, N . Y ./DYr 
HEUVELTON/D/N.Y .  
HOY LETON,  N . Y. D 
LA SALLE. N . Y. 
LIME RICK, N .Y./msD 

Clarington, 0., straight 
line postmark with ms. 
date. Partial photo. 

Tracing 
Number 

New H ampshire 

1 1 4 
1 1 5 
1 1 6 
1 1 7 
1 1 8 
1 1 9 
1 20 
1 2 1  

New Jersey 

1 22 
1 23 
1 24 
1 25 
1 26 

New York 

1 27 
1 28 

1 29 
1 30 
1 3 1  
1 32 
1 33 
1 34 
1 35 
1 36  
1 3 7  
1 38 
1 39 
1 40 
1 4 1  
1 42 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Number Notes 

s l - 1 9x l 6� in c-30 6 
s l-38x3 9 
s l -3 1 x4 8 

do-32x l 7  3 
o-37x27 s• 

r-arc-43x20 5 Blue. 
o-22x l 7� 6 Red. 
s l-25x4 9 

s l -44x3 9 
s l -4 lx3  8 
o-3 l x 2 1  8 
s l -43x5 1 0  
o-38x2 1 6 B lue 

sl - ? 9 

o-30x l 9  8 
s l -36x4 9 
o-30x23 5• B l ue 
sl-30x4� J O  

r-arc-40x l I 9 
do-27x23 6 
s l -34x3 8 
o-3 l x2 1  7 Red. 
o-35x25 8• 
s l-48x4� J O  
s l -50x7 1 0  n t  

sl -48x4� 1 0• 
s l -40x3 9• 1 852 
o-30x25 9 
s l -33x4 1 0  
sl -4 l x7� 7 
s l-42x3 8 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - New Hampshire to New York 

Feb. 14 
N H  

1 1 4 

1 1 7 

H_\ DDOt 1'1 !: !  I' N,J, c� /h 
1 22 

Hll.LSBORO' BR' MK. 

fj/11�//!_ 
1 1 5 

1 1 8 

1.A'W Pl1111<'£�lll f. N..J 
NOY 3 

- -

1 23 

29 

HOL LIS N- H JULY29 
1 1 6 

1 20 
1 1 9 

1 2 1  

1 25 

B1!r.N.Y. Z 2.. 
1 28 

1 24 1 26 1 27 CL £R.t:01'' 1. l\ r. 
1 32 

OLINCTONNY 
F EB � 

1 29 

1 34 

�\oUo c;,,,. 
-�" .,,,. 
\,•  � .  \• . c-

; .... .&StlC. 
1 30 

C L EN AUBIE.Y, N.Y. 
1 35 

H•P"''"' MeUr. N � .  
Green l.sland.N. Y. Aw•l31 H:S5l 

Sept f . 1856 
1 37 

llC!'t.�:tolf, N.  J SIP 
1 40 

1 38 

1 4 1  

1 3 1  1 33 

GREEN IS LAND 
1 36 

1 39 

I. I M  J:: IC It: 1:. A'. )". 

/t;�� If 11'.lf 
1 42 



30 

S OCT H -f N : 'l )i 
I . MA R 3 KE!1l T V CK Y ; 

��� 

Kelley's Island print
ed townmark with 
ms. date. Same ms. 
d a t e  c a n c e l l i n g  
stamp. 

� �� a4/-UJ . �/7 :-:h�?z,,£ ·�---- t:77 � 
� �/_r7L dp?----

, /,0._  

USPM - Townmarks 

This South Union, Ky., mark
ing is enclosed in a double
l ined box. 

The postmaster at Sandy 
Hi l l ,  Pa., created his d is
tinctive townmark by using 

Old English style type. 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Illustrations 

An "eagle" townmark from 
Upper Dublin,  Pa., used in 
1 852. 

' . 

The East Wal l ingford, 

Vt. ,  oval is reminiscent 
of several railroad sta
tion agent markings. 

3 1  

. .. . . . l l 

Very early cover from 
Carson City, U tah Terri

tory. Probably carried 

east over California 
Trail rather than via 
Panama from San Fran
cisco. Almost surely 

1860. 
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Tracing 

Wording Number 

New York (cont.) 

LOCK E/msD/N.Y .  1 43 
MAMARON ECK/msD/N.Y .  1 44 
MARLBORO/msD/N. Y. 1 45 
MORINGVILLE P .O./D/WESTCHESTER CO. N . Y. 1 46 
NORTH EVANS N.Y ./D 1 4 7  
O RANGEVILLE, N .  Y .  1 48 
PHILADELPHIA/msD/N.  Y .  1 49 
PHOENICIA 1 50 
PIN ES BRIDGE/msD/ N . Y .  1 5 1  
POPLAR RIDGE/N. Y. D 1 52 
PUGS LE YS/msD/DEPOT 1 53 
Rouse's Point V i l lage 1 54 
SCARSDALE (N .Y .  i n  ms)  1 55 
SILOAM N .Y .  1 56 
SLOATSBURG N .Y ./msD 1 57 
TODDSVILLE/msD/N. Y. 1 58 
T RIANGLE/N. Y./D 1 59 

TYRE./ N . Y .  1 60  
UTICA/D/N . Y. 1 6 1  

WAR WICK, N .Y .  1 62  
WEST FALLS/msD/ERIE  Co. N . Y .  1 63 

North Carolina 

CONCORD N .C./DYr 1 64 
LEO/msD/N.C. 1 65 
SWIFT CREEK BRIDGE (ms "N .C. " )/D 1 66 
YADKINVILLE, N .C. D. 1 67 

1 0. Framed or unframed; month  and day may be a separate handstamp. 
1 1 . Has detached date. 
1 2. Exclusive of date. 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape R arity 
and Size Number Notes 

o-29x22 7 
o-33x26 8 Red. 

do-4 l x27� 7 
s l -55x20 7• 1 0  
s l-47x4 8 

s l -32x3� 1 0  
o-39x24 8 
sc-s l-? 1 0  

r-arc-45x23 J O  Red. 
r-arc-29�22 8 
r-arc-27x 1 6  1 0  

s l -53x4 1 0  
s l-37x5 8 1 1  

s l -2 1 �3 1 0  1 2  
s l -34x3 9 

dlo-32x25 7 
uni lateral 1 0  
triangle-33 

o-27x l 9  8 Red. 
do-32x24 2 B lack, 

blue. 
s l -25x2� 6 B lue. 

do-32�24 8• 

sl -47x4� 6• 1 855 
heart-33x3 l 1 0  

s l-39x3 1 0  Red . 
f-s l -65x 1 5  1 0  

A pun on the name of the 

town, Triangle, N.Y. Year 

date unknown. 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - New York to North Carol ina 33 

1 4 3  1 44 1 45 

MORI�CVI�E P 0 WEST�IfiS,ift Co.N.Y 
.�URTH � V A�·s .N Y. 

1 46 

1 49 

1 53 

IU.OA ... .,.Apr' 
1 56 

1 60 

1 64 

1 50 

1 54 

A\lG f 6 

-c;�1� 
1 57 

1 6 1  

SwJfT CRE f: k  BRlDG& � � 2, 
1 66 

1 48 
1 47 

N Y  Jlll.Y 3f 
1 52 

1 5 1  

1 55 

1 58 1 59 

W • r. ('fUf. Y, 

t??,� !l.) 
1 62 

1 63 

r-�,.... �--J \ Y ..lDl\IX\·t:.LE .� C JA � I L,.�_, ........... - - -

1 67 



34 USPM - Townmarks 

Tracing S hape R arity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

Ohio 

AMBOY 0 D 1 68 sl-43x2 1 9 1 3  
BERLI N  CENTR E, 0 1 69 sl -37x2� 1 0  
BURLINGTON O./D 1 70 o-26x24 5 
Chester, 0 .  1 7 1  s l -27x3 I O  
CLARINGTON O./msD 1 72 s l-29x3 9 
CONSTANTIA O./D 1 73 r-arc-29x3 1 0  
Edgerton, 0 msD 1 74 s l -20x3 7 
FARM E RS/STATION/OHIO/D 1 75 b-sl-27x27 1 0  
Frankl in Furnace,O. J 76 s J -36x3 1 0• 
H INCKLEY, 0. D 1 7 7  f-sl-48x l  7 1 0  
H U DSON, 0 1 78 s l -3 l x7 9 
HUDSON,  0 1 79 s l -30x5 9 
KELLEY'S ISLAND/O/D 1 80 f-53x40 8 1 4  
KNOXVILLE/D/OHIO J 8 l  o-29x25 6 
MILTON/OHIO 1 82 b-s l -25x 1 9  7 
Spring Mounta in ,  O/msD 1 83 s l -53x4 9 

Oregon Rou te 

Ft. KEARNY O. R. J 84 f-sc-sJ -47x3 J J O  

Oregon Territory 

CATHLAMET /msD/0. T. 1 85 r-arc-25x 1 6  1 0  

Pennsylvania 

EM LENTON ID/PA. 1 86 oct-28� 9 
EPHRATA PA./msD s J -? J O  
GOULDSBORO, PA.I D  1 87 s l -39x3 I O  
H ECKTOWN/PA./D 1 88 do-39x24 1 0  
HEMLOCK.PA.ID 1 89 sl-26x2� 8 
HIGHSPIRE .  PA./(DAUPHIN CO. )/msDYr s l -42� 1 0  1 0• 
I RVINE.ID/PA. J 90 d J-b-sJ-27 x J 7  9 
JEFFERSON/STATION/PA. J 9 J  s J -38x J 6  I O  
KINGSTON/D/PA .  1 92 do-33x24 8 
LITTLESTOWN/msD/PA 1 93 d lo-28x23 7 
LUNDY'S LANE PA. 1 94 s l -49x4 9 
Lundy's Lane Pa D 1 95 s l -3 l x3 9 
N EW HOPE/ D/PENNA J 96 o-34x24 6 

1 3. Partial measurement. 
1 4 .  Two basic types: w i th and without frame around map. 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Ohio to Pennsylvania 35 

A'ltj()\° 0 M \R 8 .  

• .. ' • .• •• •  I 
1 68 

CL .\ 1lllf0T01( O. 

v# 31 
1 72 

1 77 

1 8 1  

1 88 

. 
..... 1 69 

S 1' A N 'Jt ./:. 
o� "f 

ti O C T 0 
2 'd-
1 73 

1 78 

1 70 

F.dgerton, O 
1 74 

�rankli•  Juruee, O. 
1 76 

1 7 1  

FARMERS l 
STATION j 

OHIO I JUN 29 
1 75 

HUDSON.0 
1 79 

�l l.TO.t 
OH I O  

1 82 

1 85 

.-IEMLOCK.PA .FEB.1. 
1 89 

l(!RVJ \"Fjf1 
l JUN ,' 2 1  
f p .\ .  I 
... - . 

1 90 

1 80 

S print P,J oun1ain. O 

�'\."'EN� Al JUL � 
1 1  

PA . 
1 86 

1 83 

GOULDSBORO, PA. 
1 87 

J��!: f.: R �O!f 
STATION 

J>A. 
-4{� (: � ... ;,.-........ ,...,, � - ·o', 

,.\,(". \ p · �  /2! 1 9 1  

\ ' �'b- - .--" .. ...... ! �- -·""' 
1 92 

l U  N DY :.t L A N E  PA. 
1 94 

Luncly·s Lane Pa J v & 
1 95 
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Tracing 
Wording Number 

Pennsylvania  (cont.) 

PHILADELPHIA/D/Pa. 1 97  
PHILADELPHIA/DIP A .  1 98 
PINE SWAMP Pa/msD 1 99 
ROSSTON, DYr  200 
Sandy Hi l l  Pa/DYr 200a 
SAHMOKIN PA.ID 20 1 
SHA MOKIN PA.ID 202 
UPPER DUBLIN msD 203 
WOODCOCK, PA. I D  204 
WOODVILLE/msD 205 

South Caro lina 

A RSENAL S.C.  206 

Tennessee 

Jordans Val ley/msD 207 
Jordans Val ley/msD 208 
Tul lahoma, Tenn./D 209 

Texas 

CORPUS C H RISTI ,/ms day, Mo. ms Yr. 2 1 0  
CORPUS C H RISTl,/TEXAS D 2 1 1 

JACKSBORO/TEXAS/DYr 2 1 2  
JACKSONVILLE/D/TX. 2 1 2a 
UVALDE TEX D 2 1 3  

Utah Territory 

CAMP FLOYD,  U .T./D 2 1 4  
CARSON CITY U .T./msD 2 15 
CARSON CITY U .T. 2 1 6  
FORT BRIDGER, U . T./DYr 2 1 7  

1 5. Seen only as receiving mark. 
1 6. Lines above and below word ing; measurement  of text only .  
1 7 . Early form shows this surrounded by large broken circle. 

S h a m o k i n ,  P a . , 
o c t a g o n .  P a r t i a l  
photo. 

USPM - Townmarks 
S hape Rarity 

and S ize Number Notes 

oct-30x30 
oct-24x24 I 

sc-s l -45x 1 8  I O  n t  
s l -23x3 l O· 
s l -33x5 1 0• 
oct-32 5 
oct-32 5 

f-sc-sl -50x3 l I O  
s l -33x3 8 

do-35x2 1 J.2  7 

f-sc-sl-46x24 1 5  

sc-sl-45J.2x 1 7  9 nt  
sc-s l -44x25 9 n t  

o-28x2 1 9 

b-s l-48\.2x 1 6  8 
s l -36\.2x 1 0\-2 8 1 6  

b-sl-25x l 4  9 
r-o-36x33 9 

sl-29x3 9 

r-arc-32\.2x24 8 1 7  
s l-42x2 9 
s l-36x2J.2 9 
sl-52x3!1 9• 



Straight Line, Oval & Fancy - Pennsylvania to U tah Ter. 37 

1 97 1 98 

20 1 

W OOO C O C K ,PA. 
MIJ 5 

204 

207 

CORPU$ CHR IST I 
/�JANUA.R Y ;(f.J. 

2 1 0  

2 1 2a 

CARSON CITY, U. T. 2 1 6  

�3 STON,Jl1NE J J BGI 
• 

,�Jif'��l"-1> ��---
200 

Son � �  ljiJ l  Jlci 
JULY 10 11450 

1 99 

202 

205 

208 

C'ORP US C'HRIS TI, 

TE'/A S • • l. '  .. ·=· • 

2 1 1 

t:VAL!>E.TEX. OCT i 
2 1 3  

F L o ,. 
q,, .IJ 

� . 6  . 
< � fPTL � � 

1 2 1 4  

200a 

203 

206 

209 

2 1 2  

URSON CI TY. V. T. 

� '2-
2 1 5  

FORT BRI D GE R, U.  T • 

'M anh i. :iess. 

2 1 7  



38 USPM - Townmarks 

Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

Vermont 

BERLIN/Vt.ID/Yr 2 1 8  s l - 1 8x9 9• 
Berlin,  V t. D Y r  2 1 9  s l - 1 8x3 9• 
EAST WALLINGFORD/D/VT. 220 o-30x23 7 
JERICHO CENTER/VT. 22 1 o-?x30 6 1 8  
JERICHO/CENTRE/VT. msD 222 sl-24x l 6  8 
JERICHO/CENT. VT ID s l -? 8 
MARSHFIELD, VT ID Yr 223 sl -34Yix2 3• B lue 
ROXBURY VT 224 sl-37x3Y2 9 
Tyson.Furnace. Vt ./msD 225 s l-53x4 9 
W ESTMI NSTER WEST V t/D 226 s l -46x2l-2 1 0  

Virginia 

Haymarket/ms"Va" /msD 227 sl -22x2 9 
HAYMARKET/msD Yr  228 s l -45x4 9 
Holl iday's Cove, Va. /msD 229 s l -35x3 8 
HOLLI DAYS COVE Va./msD 230 s l -38x2Y2 9 
M ADISON RUN/STATION/VA. msD 23 1 sl -38x2Y2; 25�2Y2; 9 

6x2Y2 
M ILL CREEK VAID 232 s l -29x2 9 
RALEIGH C .H ./msD/VIRGA. 233 o-40x22l-2 7 
RAPP AH ANN OCK ACADEMY !DIV A 234 do-32x2 1 1 0 •  

Washington Territory 

CATHLAMET/W.T. /msD 235 r-arc-22x 1 OY2 1 0  

Wisconsin 

FOUNTAIN ,  WIS/msDYr 236 s l-29x2 1 0  
LISBON, W IS.  D ( mo. )  237 s l -27�3 9 
R ICHLAND CITY, WIS ./msD 238 s l -48x3 8 

RIPON, D 239 s l-2 l x4Y2 9 
ROLLING P RAIRIE WIS/D 240 b-sl-5 1 x l  I 1 0  
SAXVILLE/msD/WIS 24 1 o-29x2 1 1 0  

S tate Unknown 

DE SOTO/POST-OFFICE 242 sl-27x l 0  9 1 9  

NEW ID/GARDEN 243 r-o-33x23 (approx. )  8 20 

1 8. Ms. date outside of townmark. 
1 9. Probably Nebraska Territory. 
20. Ei ther I ndiana or Ohio. S truck in blue. 
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A "circular straight line." 
A l t hough encirc led , t h is 
marking is l isted as a straight 
line because of the word ar
rangement.  Matching design 

"Paid/3 cts" to cancel stamp. 

New London Lil & Soi. Iut. I 
••coaPOUTS.D .av••· JSM. -

..;' .-r, 1 • i ... -r'- · .• ·v· - �� ·: - \ . . I!· 

The postmaster at Berl in, Vt . ,  
extended his l ine of type to 
include the month and year, 
inserting the day by hand. 

--

I . 

USPM - Townmarks 

A double oval from New 
London, N. H .  

( . ( . I I 

I .r . 



Unusual Circular - Categories 

Unusual Circular Townmarks 

Circu lar townmarks were the norm during 
the 1 85 1 - 1 86 1  period. As discussed in  a previous 
chapter, there were a n umber of " stock " sty l es 

of various s izes with both s ingle and double 
l ines. Except for markings larger than 37mm or 
smal ler than 25 mm , such stock sty Jes are not in
cluded in  th is l isting. 

Unusual  circular townmarks may be divided 

into a number of categories, as fol lows: 
Kl  - Wi th  ornamen ts , s tars, l ines, etc. 
K2 - S tate name spel led out in fu l l  where 

the state name is more than four 
letters long. 

K3 - An unusual  arrangement of words, 

letters, or circles .  
K4 - Smal l ,  24mm or less. 
K5 - Large, 38mm or more. 
K6 - Part of the original  name has been 

deleted. 
K7 - R imless. 
K8 - Negative town name (white on so l id 

ground. ) 

.. . 

RISING UN Dl..:TRIC'f. 

P H t L A t> E L P H a i  
Cru AND Counr 

K ( 1 \Y  , and Periodical 
AGENCY. 

K9 - S tenci I .  
K I O  - Dotted or  dash outl ine. 
K l I - Very th ick out l ine. 

K l 2  - Saw tooth outline. 
K l 3  - Conta ins wavy l ines. 
K l 4  - Conta i ns bars or grid ( not 

accidenta l ) .  
K I  5 - Some letters reversed. 

4 1  

K l 6  - Unusua l l y  sma l l  letters i n  propor
tion to size. 

K l  7 - No s tate name (other than Boston or 
N ew York ) .  

K l 8  - Crude or distorted, apparen tl y  
l oca l ly made. 

K l 9  - Printed on a press. 
With reference to K l 4, townmarks with bars 

are those del ibera tely added, probably for the 
purpose of a id ing in obl i terating the stamp. 
Occasional ly ,  a marking w i l l  be found w ith the 
date s lug i nverted, thu s  producing an acciden 

tal bar. Such accidenta l bars are not included as 
a K 14 marking. 

J( �� 
� 
·((pfe� 

This townmark was printed on each cover with a press rather than being hand

struck . Obli teration was done by handstamp. 
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Wording 

MOBILE Ala.ID 
MOBILE Ala.ID " 1 2" for-Dec./ I O  
CAMDEN ID/ALA 

ARKA DELPHIA/ ARK. 
TAHLEQUAH/DI-ARK-

AL V A RADO/D/CAL. 
BOTTLE HILL/msD/CAL 
CAM P  SECO/D/CAL 

CRESCENT CITY ID/CAL 
DIAMOND SPRINGS/msD/CAL 
DOW NIEVILLE/D/CA LI FORNIA 
EUREKA H BAY/D/CAL 
FOREST CITY ./msD/CAL . 

FOSTERS BAR/msD/CAL 
FOSTERS BAR/msD/CAL 
G EORGETOWN/msD/CAL. 
G IBSO NV ILLE/ msD/CALA. 
IN DIAN GULCH/msD/CAL 
MARTIN EZ/msD/CAL 

MAXWELLS CREEK/msD/CAL. 
MICHIGAN BLU FF/D/CAL 
MOKEL U M N E  HILL CAL/D 
MOUNTAIN SPRINGS/D/CAL 

1 .  " H" stands for " H um boldt . "  

The double- l ined circle of 
Michigan Bluff, Cal. By 
steamer via Panama to New 

York, thence by normal 

routes to Maine. 

Tracing 
Number 

A labama 

1 

2 
3 

Arkansas 

4 

5 

California 

6 
7 

8 

9 
I O  
1 1  
1 2  
1 3  

1 4  

1 5  
1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 
2 1  
22 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape Rarity 

Type(s) and Size Number Notes 

K l 4 34 3 
K3 33 5 
K3 dc-30 6 Red. 

K3 29 3 

K l 28 7 

K l 8  dc-33 3 
K7,  1 8  30 9 

K l  28 8 

K3 dc-36 7 
K l  dc-30 7 

K2, 1 6  34 8 
K3, 1 1  d lc-34 8 
K3, 5 dlc-38 6 

K l 8 25 7 
K l 8  3 1  5 
K l  dc-33 1 0  
K l 8 34 8 

K7, 1 8  3 1  8 

K l 8 35 8 
Kl8  25 8 
KS dlc-39 8 
K4 23 8 
KS 39 1 0  
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Tracing 

Wording Number 

California (cont.)  

MOUNTAIN VIEW ID/CAL 23 
MUD SPRINGS/msD/CALA. 24 
NORTH BRANCH/msD/CAL 25 
OPHIRV I LLE/msD/CAL 26 
P LACE R  VILLE/msD/CAL 27 
SH AST AID/CAL 28 
SONORA/D/CAL 29 

SPRI NGFIELD/msD/CAL 30 
ST�. BARBARA/msD/CAL 3 1  
STRAWBERRY VALLEY /msD/CAL� 32 

SUITER CREEK/msD/CAL 33  

H B CALIO/UNIONTOWN 34 

Colorado Territory 

N EV A DA/msD/COL TER 35 

Connecticut 

AVON/D/CO N N  36 
CHAPLIN ID/CON. 37 
HEBRON /msD/CT 38 
N EW BRITAI N/D/CT. 39 
SAUGATUCK/msD/-CT- 40 
WATER VILLE/D/CONN 4 1  
WEST HARTFORD/D/CONN. 42 
WEST WILLINGTON/D/CON 43 

2 .  "H B" stands for "Humbold t  Bay. "  

� \. 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape 
Type(s) and Size 

KS d lc-39 
K l  dc-37 
K7 34 

K l 8  35 
K l 8  dc-34 

K7, 1 8  25� 
K4 dc-24 

K l  dc-3 1 
K7 ,  1 8  3 1  

K l 8  34 

K3 dc-3 1 
K3 dc-35 

K l 8  37 

K l  28 
K l  3 1 �  
K l  30 
K l 6  33� 
K l  25 
K l  dc-34 
K l 6  d lc-32 
KS 38 

-ii.a � "�'. 
' . �j ... "'·  f:- •( '/, 

Rarity 
Number N ates 

7 
9 
7 
8 
8 
5 
6 

1 0  
1 0  
7 Orange 

red. 
7 
IO 2 

7 

6 
4 
5 
1 
5 
6 B lue. 
4 
5 

An example of the largest circular townmark in the U .  S. during this decade. It contains town, state 

(Waynmanville, Geo.), county name, and is surrounded by an advertising col lar. 
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46 USPM - Townmarks 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number Type(s) and Size Number Noles 

Delaware 

GEORGETOWN ID/Del .  43a KS 38 8 
HENRY CLAY FACTORY/DI-DEL- 43b K l  3 1  7 

Florida 

HI BERN IA/D/FLA. K3 dlc-34 8 
M IDDLEBURG/D/FLO 44 K l  28 6 
WOODSTOCK MILLS/msD/E.  FLOR� 45 K l 2  27 1 0• 

Georgia 

RICEBORO/DIGA. 46 K l  dc-28 6 
SAVA N NAH/D/GEO 47 K l  24 3 
ST. MARYS GEO.ID 48 K l  26 7 
WAY N MANVILLE/msD/UPSON CO. , GEO. K3, 5 38 1 0• 3 

I ll inois 

CASEYVILLE/msD/ILL 49 K l  dc-30 8 
COMO/D/ILLINOIS 50 K2 27 6 
EARL VILLE/D/ILL. 5 1  K7 27 4 
KEW AN EE/D/ILL. 52 K3 dc-36 5 
ONARGO/D/ILL 53 K I O  3 1 �  7 
OREGON ID/I l l s. 54 K6 30 5 
RINGWOOD/msD/ILL. 55 K l  dc-29 7 
ROCKTON/msD/I LL 56 K l  dc-27 7 
SAINTE MARIE/msD/ILLI NOIS 57 K l , 2 dc-24 J O  
THE. GROVE.ID/ILL. 58 K l 8  3 1  9 
WATAGA,/D/ILLINOIS 59 K2 34 6 
YORK/D/ILLINOIS 60 K l ,  2 28 7 

Ind iana 

AMITY /D/IN D  61  K l  27 5 
A TTICA/D/lnd. 62 K7 30 5 
I N DIANAPOLIS/D/I N D  63 K7 29 
OXFORD/D/I N D  64 K7,  1 8  30 5 
RAGLEVILLE/D/Yr 65 K l 7  27 9• 

3. Surrounded by advertis ing col lar. 



Unusual Circular - Delaware to Indiana 
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48 USPM - Townmarks 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number Type(s) and Size Number Notes 

Iowa 

CLARINDA/I OW A 66 K7,  1 8  38 7 
COLESBURG/O/IOW A. 67 K l 8  33\.'2 5 
DES M O I  ES/D/Y r/Iowa 68 K3 33 4• 
G UTHRI E CENTRE/msD/IOWA 69 K l 8  35 7 
IOWA CITY ID/IOWA 70 K7 29 4 
JAM ESTOWN/msD/IOWA. 7 1  K l 8  37 4 
LEWIS./Yr/D/" IOWA' K l  34\.'2 8* 
MO TEZUMA/D/IOW A 72 K5, 1 8  38 7 
ST. CHARLES CIT Y  / D/IOA 73 K7 32 4 
STRAWB ERRY POI NT/D/IOWA 74 K5 dc-37 !-'2 8 
VERNON SPRINGS/msD/IOWA 75 K5, 1 5, 1 8  42 1 0  
WEBSTER CITY /D/I OW A K7 3 1  4 

Kansas Territory and State 

B EACH -VALLEY /msD/K T. 76 K 1 8  34\.'2 1 0  
'COUNCIL' GROVE '/D/K.T.  77  K l  33 9 
LEAVENWORTH CITY /msD/K.T. 78 K7 34 9 
MONE KA/msD/KT 79 K l 8  27 9 
MONTI CELLO/D/K T 80 K7 32 9 
N EOSHO FALLS/D/KANSAS 8 1  K2 dlc-34 7 
PAWN EE -FOR K . /msD/K.T . 82 K l 8  dc-24 !-'2 9 

QUIN DARO/msD/K.T. 83 K l 8  30 9 

QUI N DARO/msD/K.T. 84 K3, 7 32 1 0  
SUMNER/DYr/KANSAS T. 85 K2 33 7• 
SU M N E R/DYr/KAN SAS 86 K2 33 9 
WATERLOO/D/K.T. 87 K l 8  33\.'2 9 

Only recorded example of the rimless Quindaro, Kansas Territory, townmark. 



Unusual Circular - Iowa to Kansas Ter. & State 
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Tracing S hape Rarity 
Wording Number Type(s) and Size Number Noles 

Kentucky 

CLOVERPORT lmsDIKY 88 K7,  1 8  33 8 
CLOVERPORT/msD/KY 89 KB, 1 8  35 9 

, 
CLOVERPORT /msD/K Y 90 K7 , 1 8  35 8 
CLOVERPORT/msD/K Y  9 1  K I B 36Yi 8 
CLOVERPORT KY.ID K l 8  3 1  8 
CLOVERPORT ID/KY K I 8  ? 8 
CLOVERPORT/msD/KY K7,  1 8  ? 8 
CRITTE N DEN/D/Ky 92 K7, 1 8  29Yi 4 
CRAB ORCHARD/D/Ky .  93 K7 28 5 
ELIZ. T� /msD/KY 94 K3 3 1  4 
LODGE. Fu l ton Co/D/Ky K3 37 8* 

NEW PORT/D/Ky 95 K7 29 3 
RU DDLE'S M ILLS/D/Ky .  96 K3 36 5 
TAYLORSVILLE KY /msD 97 K7 26 4 

Louisiana 

BER WICK CITY LAID 98 K I  dc-3 1 9 
BRASHEAR, LAID 99 K l  dc-32 9 
EVERGRE E N/LA/POST OFFICE. 1 00 K3, 4 24 1 0  
ST. CHA R LES COU RT HOUSE/msD/LA. I O I K l 6  dlc-28 6 
VERM I LL IONVI LLE/D/LA K I O  29 6 
WOODLAND/msD/LA 1 02 K I 8  28 8 

Maine 

CU M BERLA N D/DIM E 1 03 K I B . 1 9  34Yi 3 
DETROIT ID/MAI N E  K2 dlc-33 3 
DETROIT ID/MAI NE K3 d lc-34Yi 3 
EXETER/D/MAIN E  1 04 K I ,  2 28 7 
GREENVILLE/D/Yr/MAI NE 1 05 K2 32 9• 
HIRAM/D/M . E  1 06 K l  28 7 
HOLDEN/D/MAI N E  K 2  3 2  4 
M ILO/Me.ID 1 07 K3 25 5 
NORTH YARMOUTH/D/Me K3 30 5 4 
OOSOOLA/D/MAIN E 1 08 K I ,  2 28 7 
PARIS/D/MAINE 1 09 K2 dc-32 3 
SACO/D/M AINE 1 1 0 K2 3 1 3 
So. SL .  GEORGE/msD/ME. 1 1  I K l 8  29Yi 5 
WEST FALMOUTH/DIM E  K l d ie-? 3 
WEST WATERVILLE/D/MAIN E 1 1 2 K2 25 5 
Y ARMOUTH/D/Me 1 1 3 K6 30 5 

4. With l ine through NORTH . 



Unusual Circular - Kentucky to Maine 5 1  

1 1 1  
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Tracing 

Wording Number 

Maryland 

BALTIMORE/D/M D  1 1 4 
CRUMPTON/QUEE N E  ANNE CO/D/M D  
LAKESVILLE/msD/M D 1 1 5 
PLEASA T GROVE/ALLEG'Y CO/D/MD 
POINT OF ROCKS/D/Md. 1 1 6 
SANDY SPRI NG/D/MARYLI? 1 1 7 

Massachusetts 

ASHFIE LD/msD/MASS 1 1 8 
ASHFIELD/msD/neg. MAS 1 1 9 
AUBURNDALE, MASS/D/Yr 1 20 

BERN ARDS TON . ID/MASS. 1 2 1  

BEVERLY /doubleD/Yr/MASS 1 22 
BLACKI NTON/D/Yr/MASS. 1 23 
BLACKSTON EID/MASS 1 24 
BOSTON ID 1 25 
BOSTON/D/MASS. 1 26 
BOSTON ID/MASS. 
BROOKLIN EID/Yr/MASS 1 27 
CANTON ,ID/MASS. 1 28 
CHERRY VALLEY ID/Yr/MASS. 1 29 
CHICOPEE/D/MASS 1 30 
COCHESETI /msD/MASS 1 3 1  
CUMM INGTON WEST /VILLAGE/D/MASS 1 32 
DANVERS/DIMS. 
DUDLEY/D/MASS. 
E .  BRIDGEWATER/D./MS.  
EAST FOXBOROUGH/DIMAS. 
EAST PEPPERELL/D/MASS 

ERVING/MAS 
FLORENCE/D/MASS. 

A large, double- lined circle from 

Canton, Mass. 

1 33 

1 34 
1 35 

1 36 
1 37 
1 38 

Type(s) 

K7 
K l  
K7  

K3, 5 
K3 
K3 

K7 
K7 ,  3 
K l 3  

K3 

K3 
K4 
K4 
K4 
K4 
K4 
K l  
K l 9  
K l 6  
K4 

K7,  1 8  
K3 
K6 
K l  
K3 

K l 6 
K l  
K3 
K4 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Number Notes 

29 3 
37 s• 
27 6 

dc-40 9• 
30 3 

dc-29 5• 

28 4 Ul tra. 
30 6 Green. 

dc-33 5• 

dc-3 1 3 B lue 

33 4•  
18  7 
1 7  6 

dlc-22 9 
2 1  1 0  

dlc-24 
3 1  7 •  

d lc-36 7 
27 3 
2 1  4 

32 9• 

40 9 
30 5 
29 4 

dc-32 2 
d lc-27 4 

29 4 Red 

32� 3 
1 8  6 
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Tracing 
Wording Number Type(s) 

M assachusetts (cont.) 

HARRISON SQUARE/DIMS 1 39 K3 
HAYDON ROWE/D/Yr/MASS 1 40 K3, 4 
LA WR ENCE M�?5!D 1 4 1  K3 
LOWELL/D/MASS.  1 42 K7 
MAPLEWOOD/DIMS. 1 43 K7 
MONTAGUE/D/Yr/MS. 1 44 K4 
NEW SALEM/D/MASS 1 45 K9 
NORTH AMHERST ID/MASS. 1 46 K l 4  
NO. ANDOVER DEPOT ID/MASS 1 47 K3 
PHILLIPSTONUM S.  1 48 K3 
PLAINFIELD/DIMS 1 49 K4 
PLAI N FIELD/D/Yr.MS. 1 50 K4 
POCASSET ID/MASS 1 5 1  K l  
ROCK BOTTOM/D/MASS 1 52 K l  
SALEM/D/MASS 1 53 K3 
SALEM MASS/sl -D/Yr  1 54 K3 

SOUTH DANVERS/D/Yr/M� 1 55 K7 
SOUTH FRAM INGHA M/D/MASS 1 56 K3 
SOUTH ROYALSTON/D/Mass. 1 57 K7 
STON EHAM/D/Yr /MASS. 1 58 K l  
SUDBURY !ms DIMS 1 59 K7 
SUTTON/D/MASS 1 60 K l  
SUTTON ID/M ASS 1 6 1  K7 
SWAMPSCOTT ID/MASS. 1 62 K l 6  
TOLLAND/DIM ASS 1 63 K7 , 1 8  
WEST-NEWTON/D/MASS 1 64 K l ,  7 
WEST SUTTON/D/MASS 1 65 K l  
WESTBRIDG EWA TER/msD/MASS 1 66 K3 

5. P lus at tached state name. 
6. Manuscript date used to cancel s tamp, rather than wi th in  townmark. 

Rimless circle townmark of 

Lowell, Mass. 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Number Notes 

dc-3 1 9 5 
24 4 •  
34 2 
�o 2 
27 6 
1 4  J O  

27 9 
dc-32 3 
d lc-27 2 Red. 

3 1  l-2 2 6 

1 4  I O  

1 4  1 0• 
3 1  7 
30 7 
24 4 

dlc-37 4• 
29 3• 
34 5 Green. 
3 1  4 B lue. 
3 1  5• 
26 4 

28 4 
26 4 

dc-32 8 B l ue 
28 6 
27 3 
32 5 
30 9 
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1 46 
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56 USPM - Townmarks 

Tracing S hape R arity 
Wording Number Type(s) and Size Number N ates 

M ichigan 

CHESTER/M ( large " M "  in  cenLer) 1 67 K3 25 7 
H ILLSDALE/D/MICH 1 68 K7 29 4 
MACKIN ACID 1 69 K l 7  25!-2 5 Red 
MARTIN/D/MICH 1 70 K7  28 4 
NAPOLEON/D/MICH ( l nvened ) 1 7 1  K l  dc-26 7 
N EWAYGO/D/M ICH . 1 72 K l ,  5 38 5 

M innesota Territory and State 

MONTICELLO/D/M.T.  1 73 K7 30 8 
SAU K RAP I DS/DIM 1 74 K6 37 5 7 
ST. MARYS/msD/M.T. 1 75 K7 24 9 
WASI OJA/D/Yr/MI N NESOTA 1 76 K2 3 1  6 
WINONA/msD/M.T. 1 77 K l 8  32 7 

M ississippi 

JACINTO/msD/M I  1 78 K l 8  29 6 
PITTSBORO/msD/M ISSISSI PPI 1 79 K2 , 4 23 6 
POST OFFICE/D/Yr/NA TCH EZ, M ISS. 1 80 K3 d lc-35 9 

M issouri 

GRANBY ID/MO 1 8 1  K3 d lc-33 4 
INDEPENDENCE/D/MO 1 82 K4 23 8 
INDEPENDECE/D/M O. 1 83 K3 dc-26 7 8 
N EW MADRID.  Mo.ID/Yr. 1 84 K3 33 4•  

ST. LOUIS/D/MO. 1 85 K i l  34  2 

New Hampshire 

GEORGE'S MI LLS/msD/-N.H . 1 86 K2 29 3 
GOFFSTOWN/msD/N H 1 87 K7 28 4 B lue. 
GRAFTON/D/N. H . 1 88 K l  dc-24 3 

7 . The "T" of Lhe original " M.T. " has been deleLed and " in" added in manuscripL Lo converl Lhe Lerritorial 
marking Lo a sLatehood marking. 

8. Town name misspel led. 

Town names were almost never 
abbreviated, but long stale names 
normally were. To spell out a long 

state name, as here, is quite un

usual. 



1 77 

1 78 

1 8 1  1 82 

1 86 

1 79 

1 83 

� F�� 0 0 C:V'k- � � I � 
J\' H  

187  

1 80 

, ��t!.� ( F E B �J \ 23 J/t1 I... I ' ··11 ·�> 
""'-: - .; 

1 84 

1 88 



58 
Tracing 

Wording Number Type(s) 

New Hampshire (cont.) 

GREENFIELD/D/N . H . 1 89 K3, 1 8  
HARRISVILLE/D. NH 1 90 K l 6, 1 8  
HENNI KER.ID/NEW HAMPSHIRE 1 9 1  K2 
HI SDALE/msD/N H  1 92 K7 , 1 8  
HOLLIS/D/N .H . 1 93 K l  
MASON /D/Yr/N .H . 1 94 K l  
MASON VILLAGE./D/N. H . 1 95 K3 
NASHUA/D/N. H . 1 96 K l 4  
NEW ALSTEAD/DI .H .  1 97 K l 8  
REEDS FERRY/D/N.H . 1 98 K l  
Sandown,/msD/N.H . 1 99 K l 6, 19 
TROY. N H/D 200 K6 
WEST CONCORD/msD/N .H .  20 1 K l ,  7 

New Jersey 

CHANCEVILLE/msD/N .J . 202 K7 
GEORGETOWN/DIN.] . 203 K l  
HADDONFIELD/msD/N . ]  . 204 KS 
MARLBORO/msD/N .] . 205 K3 
N .  BRUNSWICK N . j ./D K3 
PROGRESS/D/Yr/ .] .  206 K4 
RED BANK/DIN .] .  207 K l  
UNION/D/N .J . 208 K l  

WEST B LOOM FIELD/msD/N.J .  K7 

New Mexico Territory 

FORT BUCHANAN./D. N . M .  209 K l 6  
FORT CRAIG./msD/.N . M .  2 1 0  K l 8  
SANT A FE/DIN M 2 1 1 K3,  1 8  

. .  ·.,.,� 

USPM - Townmarks 
Shape Rarity 

and Size Number Notes 

dc-36 J O  
3 1  5 

dc-34 8 Orange. 
27 5 
26 5 

dc-3 1 7• 
dc-3 1  4 

33 2 
3 rn  4 B lue. 
29 3 

dlc-26� 8 

3 1  8 
26 3 

32 6 
3 1  3 

dc-27 9 
28 3 
26 3 

d lc-24 5 
30 4 
29 7 
3 1  4 

35 8 
32 7 

dc-3 1 8 

A typical rimless circle town

mark, from Chanceville, N. J .  
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number Type(s) and Size Number Notes 

New York 

ALBANY /DIN. Y .  2 1 2  K l  27 2 
ANTWER P/D/N . Y. 2 1 3  K9 30 5 
BELLVALE/D/N .Y .  2 1 4  K l  28 4 
BLOOM ING-GROVE/msD/N. Y .  2 1 5  K4 24 5 
BORODIN O/D/N.Y.  K7 27 5 
BROCKETT'S BRIDGE/DIN. Y. KS 38 3 
BUFFALO/D/N. Y. 2 1 6  K l  dc-35 3 
BUFFALO/D/N .Y . 2 1 7  K7 28 
BUFFALO N . Y/D 2 1 8  K3, 7 3 1  I 
BURLINGTON FLATS/msD/N.Y .  2 1 9  K3 dc-29 3 
CALLICOON DEPO/D/NY 220 K6 36 3 
CANAAN FOU R  CORNERS/D/N . Y. 22 1 K3 dc-38 5 
CANADICE/D/N.Y .  222 K l  32 5 
CATSKIL L/D/N. Y. 223 K7 28 3 
CHATHAM 4 COR N ERS/D/N .Y 224 K3 32� 3 
CLINTON PO INT/DUTCH ESS CO. /D/N.Y .  K l  37 l o• 
COEMANS/D/N. Y. 225 K l 5  25� 7 Red 
COI LA/D/N .Y.  226 K l 29 3 
COMMACK/D/N .  Y. 227 K7 29 3 
CONQUEST lmsDIN Y  228 K7,  1 8  34 8 
EAST PHARSALIA/msD/NY 229 K7,  1 8  30 6 
EATON/msD/N .Y. 230 K l 27 3 Red 
EDEN/D/NEW-YORK 23 1 K2 3 1  5 
EDI  1BURGH CENTR E/D/N . Y .  K 7  5 
GLENN/D/NEW YORK 232 K2 3 1  5 
GRAY/D/N. Y. 233 K6 3 1  5 
JAY ID/NEW YORK 234 K2 29 6 

Either this marking had no month and day slots or it was too much trouble to 

change them. Here the postmaster used a l ine of type for the date. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number Type(s) and Size Num ber Noles 

New York (cont.) 

KIRKWOOD/D/N. Y. 235 K I O  30� 4 
LEEDS/D/N .Y. K l  28 4 
MALDEN/msD.N. Y. 236 K l  28 4 
MALO N E  N Y/D 237 K l 3  28 4 
MANUET ID/NEW YORK. 238 K2 29 6 
MONTGOMERY /D/N .Y .  239 K l 5  32 3 Red 
N EW YORK/D/ l bar ( 1 2x5) ( 1 85 1 )  240, 24 1 K l 4  30 6 9 
NEW YORK D/4 bars 242 K l 4  30 3 
NEW YORK D/3 bars 243 K l 4  30 3 
NEW YORK D/ l th in  bar 244 K l 4  30 4 
NEW YORK D/ l bar ( l  l x3 )  ( 1 856) 245 K l 4  32 I 

NEW YORK/D/2 bars 246 K l 4  30 4 
NEW YOR K/6 bars 247 K l 4  30 7 
NEW YORK/fat bar ( 1 8x l  I )  248 K l 4  29 6 
NEW YORK/D. (widely separated) 249 K3 29 5 
NEW YOR K/D (once had SHIP  above date) 250 K3 30 8 I O  

NEW YORK/D (2�mm to circle) 25 1 K3 30 7 1 0  
NEW /grid/YOR K/D 252 K l 4  30 4 1 0  
N E W  WOO DSTOCK/D/ N. Y. 253 K7 3 1  3 
OSWEGO,/D/N . York. 254 K3 32 2 
OTTO/D/N . Y . 255 K8 dc-24 1 0  n t  
OYSTER BAY/msD/N . Y . 256 K l  30 3 Red 

PATTERSON/D/N .Y.  257 K l5 3 1  4 
PIERREPONT MANOR/D/N .Y . 258 K3 32 3 

9. Two arrangements. 
10. These three markings represent early ,  in termediate, and late types of N .Y. to Cal i fornia ocean mai l mark-

ings, al though sometimes they were used otherwise. 

Until use of the townmark as canceller was prohibited in 1 860, the New York post

master experimented wi th a series of combination townmark-obl i terators, with one 

to six bars in the center as an aid in cancel l ing stamps. 
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Tracing 

Wording Number 

New York (cont. ) 

POKEEPSIE N .Y ./D/5 CTS 259 
PORT ONTARIO/msD/N . Y . 260 
PORTV ILLE/msD/N . Y. 26 1 
PURDY'S ST ATIO N/msD 262 
R H I N EBECK/D. N . Y . 
ROCHESTER N. Y ./3 bars/ D 263 
ROMULUS/D/N.Y .  264 
ROSLYN/msD/N . Y . 265 
SALEM X ROADS/D/N . Y. 266 
SANDY CREEK/D/N . Y . 267 
SARATOGA SPRINGS/D/N . Y. 268 

SENECA R IVER/D/Yr/N.Y .  269 
STO NE-R IDGE/D/N . Y . 270 
U NION/msD/N . Y.  27 1 
WALES CENTR E/D/N .Y . 272 
WASHINGTON ID/MI LLS 273 
WELLSBURGH N . Y./msD 274 
WEST DAY/msD/N . Y . 275 
YOU NGSTOWN /D/N . Y. 276 

North Carolina 

GRAHAM/D/N.C. 277 
HENDERSON/DIN C. 278 
LITTLETO IDIN .C . 279 
RALEIGH N .C./D 280 

Type(s) 

K3 
K7 
K l  

K l 7 
K7  

K l 4  
K7 

K3, 1 8  
K3 

K i l 
K l 4  
K9 
K4 
K l  

K5, 7 
K l ,  1 7  
KS, 7 
K9, 1 0  

K7 

K I O  
K9 
K3 

K l 4  

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Number Noles 

37  2 
33 5 
25 5 
34 5 

3 
33 4 
29 4 Blue. 
27 5 
3 1  4 
3 1  3 
32 1 
26 1 0  n t  

22Yi 5 
30 3 
38 6 
3 1  8• 
40 5 
3 1  1 0  
28 3 

36 7 
32 7 
29 4 
3 1  3 Two 

forms. 

Catskill, N.  Y . ,  rimless circle on a drop letter. Fancy decorated envelope which musl have 

contained a Valen1 ine. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Num ber Type(s) and Size Num ber Noles 

Ohio 

ATHE NS/D/O 28 1 K l  28 5 
CH ILL ICOTH E/OHI O 282 K7 26 3 
EAGLEVI LLE/msD/O 283 K7,  1 8  28 4 
EAST R OCHESTER/D/O 284 K7 32 4 
J ACKSON C. H . /D/O 285 K l 6  29 4 
NORTH GEORGETO W N/D/O 286 K I O 37 8 
SPRI NGFIELD/ DYr/O 287 K7 29 2 1 1  
STRONGSVILLE/D/O 288 K3 dc-28 4 
STRO NGSVI LLE/msD/.O 289 K l  28 4 
T ALLMA DGE/D/-0- 290 K l  3 1  Yi 5 Red. 
WATE RV I LLE/DI-O HIO- 29 1 K l  29 4 
W HEELERSB U RG H/msD/Ohio 292 K7 27 4 

Oregon Route 

FT. LARAM I E/msD/O R .  293 K l 8  3 1  6 

Oregon Territory and State 

BUTTEV ILLE/msD/OG 294 K3, 1 6  3717 9 
COR V A LLIS/D/OREGON 295 K2, 1 5  3 1  9 
DEER CREEK/D/OREGON 296 K2 dlc-35 9 
FORT LELAND/D/OREGON 297 K2 dlc-34 9 
H I LLSBOROUGH/WASH .ID/CO/OR EGON K3, 5 38 9•  
M AR YSV I LLE/D/OREGON 298 K2 32 9 
PORTLAN D/D/0.T. 299 K4 22 I O  
SAINT HELEN/D/OR EGON 300 K2 3 1  9 
ST. HELENS/msD/Oregon 30 1 K2, 1 8  34 1 0  

1 1 . Wi th and without  year date; blue. 

lowtr, Barutt • Co, Phll..i.lpblL 

A circular townmark containing ornamental lozenges. 
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Wording 

AARONSBU RG/D 
AARONSBURG, PA.ID 
BAINBRI DGE/D/PA 
BARREN HILL.msD/Pa. 
BUCKINGHAM/D/Pa 
DARLI N GTON/4 bars/Pa 
E. B ETHLEHEM/msD/P A 
ETN A ALLEGHENY CO. PA. 
HAR VE YVILLE/msD/PA 
FAWN GROVE/msD/PA 
FLOREN CE/msD/PA 
FRA N KFO R D/DIP'.� 
LEBANON/D/PA. 
LEIPER VILLE/msD/PA. 
L Y KENS.ID/PA. 
M I DDLETOWN /D/PA. 
P HOEN IXVILLE/D/PA. 
PIKE R U N /msD/P E N N  
PINE GROVE/msD/PA. 
RIME RSB UR G/D/Pa 
R ISING SUN /D/Yr/PA.  
SUSQUEHANNAH DEPO/D/PA. 
TRAPPE/msD/PENN 
TROY/D/PA. 
YORK Sl L. SPRI  GS/D/Pa. 

P HOENI X/DIR. I .  

A lovely double-line circular 

townmark from Aaronsburg, 
Pa. ,  that includes a decorative 
framing of the date. 

Tracing 
Number 

Pennsylvania 

302 
302a 

303 

304 
305 

306 
307 
308 
309 
3 1 0  
3 1 1 
3 1 2  
3 1 3  
3 1 4  
3 1 5  
3 1 6  

3 1 7  
3 1 8  
3 1 9  
320 
32 1  

Rhode Island 

322 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape Rarity 
Type(s) and Size Number Notes 

K l 7  29 9 
K5, 1 3  dlc-4 1 1 0  

K l  ? 7 
K l 8  dlc-3 1 5 
K3 37 4 
K l 4  3 1  8 
K l 6  3 1  5 
K3 3 1  8• 
K l  28� 4 

K7,  1 8  28 5 
K7 29 3 
K l  3 1  3 
K l  34 3 
K l  dc-28� 7 
K l  32 7 
K l  28 2 
K3 32 4 

K i i  32 6 
K3 dc-30 6 
K l  28 3 

K I 9  dc-23 8 
K6 32 3 
K l  28 4 
K7 2 1  6 
K3 34 6 

K3 33 4 

. ,  
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Wording 

CH E RAW/D/S .C. 
DUE WEST COR N ER /msD/S .C. 
POMAR IA/m sD/S.C. 
UNION=V ILLE/D/S.C.  

BENTON/DI-TE N-
B ERS HE BA/D/SP R I NGS 
CU MBERLAND I RON WOR KS /DI.TEN. 
H IWASSEE COPPER ,/M I N ES/D/ 
POLK CO./TE N N  

AUSTI N/D/Texas 
BRAZOS St IAGO/D/TEXAS 
CORSI CAN A/D/TEXs 
FORT DAVIS/D/Yr/TEXAS 
FORT QUITMAN /D/TEXAS. 
GONZALES/D/Texas 
GONZALES/D/Texas 
HEMPSTEA D  ID/TEX 
MT P LEASANT ID/TEXAS 
R IO G RA N DE CITY ID/Texas 
SAB I N E  CITY ID/TEX 
SAN J ACI NTO/star/Txs 
SAN MARCOS/D/TEX 
SEGU I N/D/TEXAS 
WEBBER VI LLE/D/Txs 
WHEELOCK/ROBERTSON ID/TEXAS 

This Seguin, Texas, marking 

is unusual because of the type 
face, the side ornaments, and 
the full spelling of the state 
name. 

Tracing 

Num ber 

South Carolina 

323 
324 
325 
326 

Ten nessee 

327 
328 
329 

Texas 

330 
33 1 
332 
333 
334 

335 

336 
337 
338 
339 
340 
3 4 1  
342 

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape R arity 

Type(s) and Size Num ber Notes 

K I 3  32 4 
K3 33 4 
K I  27 5 
K3 3 1  4 

K l  28 7 
K I 7  d lc-3 1 9 
K I  dc-32l-2 9 
K3 34 1 0• 

K2 34 4 
K2, 3 dc-27 6 
K I O  37  7 
K2 33� 8• 
K2 32� 8• B lue. 
K2 34 4 
K2 3 1  4 
KS 39 4 
K2 33 5 C laret. 
K2 34 6 
K7 32 8 
K l  25 8 

K4, 7 23l-2 7 
K l ,  2 27 7 

K3 3 1 �  4 
K2 36 8• 
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Tracing 
Wording Number Type(s) 

Vermont 

BARTON/D/Vt .  343 K l  
BRIDGEWATER V .T. 344 K l 8  
BUR L INGTON/D/Vt. 345 K l 3  
CHARLESTON lmsDIVT. K l , 3 ,  7 
DERBY /D/V.T. 346 K l  
FRA N KL I N  ID/VERMONT 347 K2 
HARDWICK/D/VT. 348 K l  
HARTFOR D/D/VT 349 K l ,  4 
HARTLAND 4 COR N E RS/D/VT 350 K3 
J OH NSON/D/VT 35 1 K l  
LAR RABEE'S POINT /D/VT. 352 K4 
MONTGOMERY CENTRE/D/VT. 353 K4 
SAND GATE/D/VT. 354 K I O  
T BRI DGE/msD/VT. 355 K7 
WEST BRATTLEBORO/msD/VT. 356 K7, 1 6  
W .  CHAR LESTON/msD/VT. 357 K l ,  3 ,  7 
WEST CONCORD/D/VT. 358 K4 
W. RANDOLPH. D/V .T. 359 K3 
WHITING/D /V t  360 K l 6  
WILLIAMSTOWN ID-VT- 36 1 K l  

• 

·' \ \ .. , \ \ I )  

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Number Notes 

27 6 
30x32 3 

32 3 
35 

dc-3 1 6 
35 4 

dc-32 9 
24 3 

d lc-37 5 
28 2 
22 9 

dlc-38Jli 5 
3 1 \-2  
33 
28 
35 

dc-24 
27!-2 

dlc-35 
29 

9 
3 
7 
5 
5 
4 
3 
2 

s t: r ' . 
\ (. j .' / · . I 
r � ' 

Red. 
B lue. 

Red. 

The Derby, Vt., postmaster exhibited a sense of symmetry, both in his fancy circular 
townmark and in the way he appl ied it to this cover. Struck in blue. 
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Wording 

BOTETOURT SPRINGS/D/Va. 
CASCADE/DIV A. 
CON RAD S STOR,E/msD/Va. 
HU NTER SVILLE/msD/Va 
LYNCHBU RGH/3 bars/D/Va 
ONANCOCK/DIVA 
ROSBY 'S ROCK/D/Y r/VA. 
S I R  JOHN'S R UN/D/Va 

BRITISH HOLLOW/msD/WIS 
ONALASKA/msD/WIS 
PEPIN/D/WIS. 
STOUGHTON ID/WIS 
WAUSAU/D/WIS 
WIOTA/D/Wis 

Rimless circle townmark of 
Sabine City, Tex . · 

Tracing 

Num ber 

Virginia 

362 
363 
364 
365 

366 
367 
368 

W isconsin 

369 
370 
37 1 
372 
373 
374 

Type(s) 

K l 8  
K l 8  
K l 8  
K l  

K l 4  
K I 8  
K3 
K I  

K7 
K I 8  
K3 
K3 
K7 
K l  

USPM - Townmarks 

Shape R arity 

and Size Number Notes 

37 2 
32 5 

33!4 4 Red 
dc-30 8 

36 3 
3 1  5 

dc-36 s• 
33 3 

33 6 
37 8 
36 4 

dc-37 4 
32 4 

29!4 5 Claret 

Odd, irregular rimless circle and 
unusual PAID 3 from Healdvil le, 

Vt.  
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Townmarks Containing County or 
Postmaster's Name 

In add i t ion to their unusual  des igns ,  a n u m 
ber o f  townmarks used d ur i ng t h is period are 
remarkable for their con ten t .  R egu la tions re
qu i red noth ing  more than the town name, s ta te, 
mon t h  and day of mai l ing. This  sched u le i s  
compri sed o f  a l i s t i ng o f  t hose towns tha t a lso 
i ncl uded t he name of the cou n ty or postmaster. 
I t  i s  bel ieved that the Zevely fam i l y  of hand
stamp man ufacturers ( see the prev ious note on 
" Handstamp D i s tr ibut ion and Manufacture" ) 
began insertin g  the cou n ty name i n  some of 
their products during t h is decade to make them 
more d is t i nct ive than hands tamps manu factur
ed by r iva l  f i rms .  In any even t ,  i t  appears that  

Wording 

USPM - Townmarks 

nearl y  a l l  of the circu lar mark ings .con ta i n i ng a 
county  name were made in  t heir shop. The 
pract ice of i ncl uding a county  name was never 
w idespread dur ing th i s  per iod and did not  be
come so u n t i l  the 1 880s.  

The mark ings from Wheelock, Texas , and 
Zol larsvi l l e, Pen nsy lvan ia, are notable for the 
incl usion of the names " R obertson " and 
" " Wash i ngton " respect ive ly ,  w i thou t an indica
t ion that these are, in  fac t ,  count ies. The New 
Brighton , New York, mark ing i nc ludes not t he 
name of a county ,  bu t " S taten I sland . " 

The on ly  townmark used during t h is period 
t hat incl uded the name of t he postmaster was 
from \i\'arren ton, M issour i . 

Tracing S hape R arity 

Num ber and Size Number Notes 

Alabama 

CENTRE STAR/LAUDER DALE/COUNTY ID/Ala.  l a  c-36 1 0  

Californ ia 

ALLEGHANY /CAL/SIE R RA COU NTY d lo-37x2 1 1 0• n t 

Connecticut 

CAM PBELL'S M ILLS/W IN DHAM CO.ID/CON.  2 c-38 1 0• 

Georgia 

BOND'S MILLS/D/BAKER CO GEO 3 c-33 1 0• 
MARBLEWORKS/PICKENS CO/D/Ga 4 c-37 1 0  
WAYNMANVILLE/msD/UPSON CO GEO 5 c-38 1 0• 

I l l inois 

I L LI N OISTOWN/D/S t. Cla ir  Co. I LLS 6 b-sl -45x2 1 1 0• nt 
SHABBONA GROVE/D/DE KALB CO/ILLINOIS 7 sh ield-33x36 s• 

Ind iana 

COLU MBIA CITY Ia. W HITLEY CO D sl -32x6 1 0• 

Iowa 

GEM/CLAYTO CO/D/IOWA 8 c-37 1 0  

Kentucky 

LODGE, Ful ton Co. /Ky 9 c-37 3• 
LODGE P .O. ,/Fu l ton Co. ,IKY 1 0  s l -25x3 ; 1 7x2�; 7�x2� 1 0• 
M I LI TARY INSTITUTE/FRANKLI N  CO./KY.  c -34 ,  3 1 ,  25 9, 8, 1 0• 2 
M I LI TARY INSTITUTE/FRAN KLI N CO./KY I shie ld -eagle - g• 
COL. E .  W. MORGAN/SU PT. 5 l x35\.2 

I .  Surrounded by advertis ing col lar. 
2 .  Same le ttering found in three s izes, as shown. 



With County or Postmaster Name - Cal. to Ky. 

l a  
2 

5 
4 

8 

, 

3 

I ILLINOIS TOWN 
I , JU N3 �t£.lai T co lL\.� 

6 

77 

LODGE P. O., 
Fu/.trTtt. Co., 

KY. 
IO 

9 

Fulton Co., 
KY. 

The only recorded example of this townmark, which was pre-printed on the envelope. 
Postmaster Robert Morris also prin ted his Masonic corner card , but neglected to write in 
the date, as required by regula tions. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number N ates 

Maryland 

ALBE RTON /. HOW A R D  CO.ID/Md 1 1  c-35 7 

CR l M PTON , Ql l EE A N N E  CO/D/Yr/Md 1 2  c-37 I 0-• 
PLEASANT GROVE/ ALLEGANY CO/D/Md 1 3  c-36 9 
PLEASANT GROV E/ALLEG'Y CO/D/Md. 1 4  dc-40 g• 3 
PLEASANT GROVE/ ALLEGANY COU TY /Maryland f-sc-o-89x60 7 p. 1 3  
(w i th  advert i s ing i n  scro l l s )  

M ass a ch use t ts 
STONEHAM M I DDLESEX CO./DYr/MASS. 1 5  do-24x22 s• 

Michigan 

MINESOTA MI N E/ONTONAGON CO/D/MICH 1 6  c-37 s• 

Missouri 

WARRENTON,  MO./D/Yr/G. F.BOSWELL. P. M . 1 7  c-34 9 

New Jersey 

GR EENSBURG/MERCE R CO/DI N .] . 1 8  c-37 9 

New York 

CLINTON POI NT/DUTCH ESS COIDIN . Y . 1 9  c-37 1 0• 
FAR NHAM/D/ER IE CO/N. Y. 20 o-35x25 s• 
MORI NGVILLE P.O . /W ESTCHESTER CO. N .Y .  D 2 1  b-s l -55x20 7 •  4 

EW B R IGHTON/STATEN ISLAND/D/Yr/N . Y . 22 c-32� 8 
WEST FALLS/msD/ER I E Co. N .Y . 23 do-32x24 7• 

North Carolina 

BARTONSVI LLE/HERTFORD CO/D/ 1 859/N.C. 24 c-37 s• 

Ohio 

FRAN KLIN SQUAR E/COL U M BIA N A  CO . 0 .  25 c-36� I O  

LOUISVI LLE/STAR K  COIDIO 26 c-29 8 nt 
WEST RUSHVI LLE/FA IRFIELD CO/D/Yr/O 27 c-37� g• 

3 .  Surrounded by advertising col lar .  
4 .  A lso known wi thout the frame. 

,--------�· 11rttt �caatmy, 
WIST RUBRVJLLE, 

O H I O ,  

This West Rushfield, 0., name-of-county town

mark is typical of those produced by the Zevely 

family a t  Cumberland, Md. I (;'  1 /, ( {-;;:: , rlf /r ,.  ft_ 
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This Highspire, Pa . ,  townmark 
is one of the few straight lines 
containing a county name. 

USPM - Townmarks 

From M inesota M ine, M ich., a 
name-of-county marking manu
factured by Zevely. 

- -(_ � \ t" t '( "<"1> 

./ 

The Jersey Shore, Pa., name
of-county townmark , another 
product of the Zevely family. 



With County or Postmaster Name - Illustrations 8 1  

After the postmaster a t  Lodge, 

Ky., switched from a straigh t l ine 

to a circular townmark, he re
tained the use of the county 
name. Apparently the post office 
was created and used al most ex

clusively to handle the post

master's Masonic publ ications, 

hence the name "Lodge." 

C ///f'1 /'1 (., , 

This name-of-county 
townmark from Farn
ham, N.Y. ,  closely re
sembles many station 

agent markings shown 
in the railroad chapter. 

��-----,.---.---!--, ·� . . . � - --1:- - -· ·-· -. --

b. . , ·  -��-�IQ:�,;�.ay . . , · t Tu L1TB:RABY 'T�LJC ·o• 'THE ·�'<ET':BNTB 01:NTU•.Y : 
built up by the united iwc! f� A(1-operation of �e zei.loaa 
hearted of the Masonic lni.titution. ' ,.... 

' 1! ' .  

RecOmmended by iliand Lodges and ol!lci&l . B..thren I throughout the United.States.. . . · . . 

. -- - - - - ·  - - --· ...... . · . . . --·-. 

°6 ac.\<: o r "4 5 I . � o v e � 
�· L o O G E. F t.1 1 l-on �0 K y · . 

A p r l ·  l B S1 lo Pe n n '/ .. i.! ri  
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Tracing S hape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

Oregon Territory and State 

H I LLSBOROUGH/WASH .ID/CO/OREGON 28 c-38 9 n t  
Pennsylvania 

ETNA ALLEGHENY CO. Pa. ID 29 c-3 1 8• 
HIGHSP I R E .  PA./( DAU P H I N  CO. )/msDYr 29a sl-42� 1 0  1 0• 
J ERSEY SHORE/LYCOMIN G  CO/D/Pa 30 c-29 7 
WEST M ANCH ESTER/ALLEG HE N Y  CO/D/Pa 3 1  c-37 8 
WI LCOX/D/EL K CO. PA. 32 c-33 1 0  
ZOL LARSV ILL E/WAS H I N GTON /D/Pa. 33 c-36Y2 I O  

Tennessee 

HIWASSEE COPPER/M I NES/D/POLK CO. TEN N .  34 c-34 1 0• 
COPPER MIN ES.ID/POLK CO. TEN N .  3 5  c -34 7• Red, 

black 

Texas 

WH EE LOCK/ ROBERTSON ID/TEXAS 36 c-36 8• 

Virginia 

ALMA VA.ID/PAGE CO. 
HARTFORD CITY /MASO CO/DI 1 859/V A 
MOSSY CR E E K/AUG USTA CO/D/Va. 

Year Da ted Townmarks 

Before 1 856 L he use of a lown mark con lain ing  
a year date was  most unusua l .  I n  1 856 about  80 
post offices incl uded the  year date, and i t  was 
commonly  used thereafter. 

This schedu le  i ncludes a l l  recorded yea r 
daled lownmarks  i n  use prior lo 1 856 and l hose 
in use from 1 856 lhrough 1 86 1  lhal  are olher
wise unusua l .  I t  does not i nc l ude the fol lowing 
classes of year dated mark i ngs :  

I .  Dat es appl ied w i t h  a separate handstamp 
lhal does nol i nclude lhe Low n  name. 

2. Dales in separa te markings tha t  were pri-

37 c-30 9 n t  
38 c-35 1 0• 
39 c-37 9 

valely appl ied by l he sender or addressee of lhe 
leuer. 

3. Dates in handstamps t ha t  con ta i n  ra i l road 
names or i n i t ia l s .  These are sta tion agen t mark
ings .  

4.  Dates i n  specia l  service mark ings having lo 
do wi lh  dead leuers, regislry,  received mark
ings ,  etc. 

5 .  Foreign-appl ied dates, or those on U. S. 
foreign mai l exchange mark ings.  

6. Man uscripl  dales. 



With County or Postmaster Name - Pa. to Va. 

37 

H I GH SPI R E . PA .  (DAUP H I N  C O  ) 
�� 

29a 

33 

.� \ 
I 

30 

One of two known townmarks conta ining the name of the county (Washington) 

without so designating it .  

83 

35 
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Tracing Shape R arity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

1 85 1  

SONORA, CALI FORN IA/DYr sl -39x3 g• 

1 852 

BOSTON/D/52 c-32 7 Back-
stamp. 

GREENVI LLE/DYr/MAI E 2 c-32 g• 
Hagamans Mi l l s  N .Y ./DYr 3 s l-40x3 g• 
MARSHFIELD, VT /DYr s l -34!7x2 s• 
SONORA, CALIFORNI A/ DYr 4 s l-39x3 s• 

1 853 

GR EENVILLE/DYr/MAI N E  c-32 g• 
EW YORK/D/Yr 5 c-33 4 

1 855 

ANN ARBOR/DYr/Mich . c-33 4 

BELLOWS FALLS VT. D/Yr 4 
BOSTON/D/55 c-32 6 Back-

SI.amp. 
COLUMBUS 0. D/Yr 4 
CONCORD N .C./D/Yr s l -47x4!7 6• 
DUBUQUE/D/Y r/lowa c-32 5 

FARMVILLE VA DYr 5 
GLOUCESTER/D/Yr/MASS. c-33 5 
HENDERSO ID/Yr/Ky c-32 4 
HERMANN/D/Yr/Mo. c-32 5 
HORN ELLSVI LLE/D/Yr/N .Y .  c-32 5 

HUNTSVILLE/D/Yr/Ala c-32 4 

ITHACA/D/Yr/N . Y .  c-32 4 
MARSHALL/D/Yr/Mich c-32 4 
MEMPHIS/D/Yr/Ten c-32 4 

EVADA CITY CAL/D/Yr/ 1 0  Paid c-32 g• 
N EW-YORK/D/Yr c-33 4• 

NEW HAVEN/D/Yr/CON . c-32 3 
PITTSBU RG HID/Yr/Pa c-32 4 
R UTLAND VL DYr ? 4 
SAINT PAUL/D/Yr/M.T . c-32 5 
SAN FRANCISCO/D/Y r/ I O  Paid c-32 6• 

SOUTH DANVERS/D/Yr/M � c-29 3• 

TON ICA ms I l l /D 1 855 6 sl -25x3� 7• 
WASH INGTON/D/Yr/D.C. c-33 4 
YREKA/D/Yr/Cal .  c-33 . 7 

1 856 

Green Is land, N. Y .ID Yr. sl-48x4� J O• 



Year Dated - 1 85 1  to 1 856 

4 

The Sonora postmaster 
con t in ued to use his  

straigh t l ine year-dated 

postmark until early 1 852, 
when his post office was 
destroyed by fire. 

2 

5 

lf l. f .  ' 

J.i' U :..i ,  l :t  _ 

3 

T 0 W J C  A<fJ 
May 2 1  1 86� 

6 

85 

This is the only known townmark 

incorporating an 1 85 1  year date, 
from Sonora, Cal. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

1 857 

ATHENS./DY r/ILLS. r-o-36x24 7•  
DES MOINES/D/Yr/lowa. c-33 4• 
HALI FAX/D/ 1857/MASS. 7 d lc-32 4 

1 858 

CHENEYVILLE/D/Yr/La. 8 c-3 1 5 
DAN N EMORA. 3 .PAID N . Y/D c-35 8• 
FORT BRIDGER, U .T. /DYr s l -52x3� 9• 
LEWIS./ 1 858/D/.IOWA. 9 c-34� 8• U l tra-

mar me 

N ORTH GROTON/D/Yr/N . H . o-37x27 8• 
PENNSVILLE/_mo/day/Yr/OH IO c-28 7• 
SALEM MASS/D/Yr  dlc-37 4• 
STONEHAM MIDDLESEX CO. ID/Yr/MASS. do-24x22 8• also 1 859 
SUMNER/DYr/KANSAS T. c-33 7• a l so 1 859 
WENONA/D Yr ( Indiana )  sl -30x4 7• 

1 859 

AURARIA K T /DYr s l -25�2 fi• 
BARTONSVILLE/HERTFORD CO./D/Yr/N.C.  c-37 8• 
BROO KUN EID/ 1 859/MASS. c-3 1 7• 
CRUMPTON/QUEEN ANNE CO.ID/Y r/Md. c-37 1 0• 
DENISON ,10· /DYr s l -30x3 9• 
HARTFO RD CITY/MASON CO/D/Yr/VA c-35 1 0• 
NORTHVILLE CT.ID/Yr s l -36x9 9• 
PEKI N/Yr/D/ILLS 10  c-33 5 
RAGLEVILLE/D/Yr c-28 g• 
ROSBY'S ROCK/D/Yr/V A.  dc-36 3• 
TREMONT ID/Yr/PA. 2 
TROY/DYr/N .Y .  1 1  dc-33 6 3 

1 860 

BERLIN/Vt .ID/Yr s l - 1 8x9 9• 
Berl in ,  Vt . D s l - 1 8x3 g• 
BEVE R LY /doubleD/Yr/MASS c-33 4• 
CENTRE SANDWICH/yrD/N. H . 1 2  c-29 5• 4 
DENVER CITY /D/Yr/K.T. r-arc-27x23 8• 
DENVER CITY /D/Yr/K.T. r-arc-26x23 4• 
GREENWOOD D.TID! Yr s l -38x2� 1 0• 

I .  The 1 857 i s  l �mm h igh. 
2. The " 1 859" is 2mm h igh. 
3. The "59" i s  on i ts side. 
4. The " 1 860" and " 1 86 1 "  are l �mm h igh. 



Year Dated - 1 857 to 1860 

7 

I O  

A n  example of the 1 853 
year-dated New York City 
townmark, used from July  
I I through July  25, I 853. 

�� � 
/ ?� 

���A.-#"CYT 

8 

1 1  

87 

9 

1 2  

Sumner, Kansas T.,  
year-dated postmark 

on cover to London, 

with 24¢ rate paid by 
stamps. 
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Wording 
Tracing 
Number 

Shape 
and Size 

USPM - Townmarks 
Rarity 

Number Notf'S 

1 860 (cont . )  

M ASON /D/ Yr/N . H . 
NEW M A D R I D .  MO.ID/Yr 
P LAI N FI ELD/D/ Yr/MS.  
Sandy H i l l  Pa/ D Yr 
W EST R U S HV ILLE/FA I R FI E L D  CO/D/Y r/0 

A L TB l l RN DALE, M I SS/ D/Y R . 
CENTR E  SANDWI CH /Yr/D/ N . H . 
D E N I SO N ,  I O WA/ D Y r  
H A Y DEN RO W E / D/Yr/MASS. 

M O R R IS /D/ 1 86 1 /I l l 
N E W  YO R K/DYr 
N ICHOLAS V I LLE /D/6 1 Ky 

P I L L A R  PO I N T/ D/Y r/N . Y .  

ROSSTO N ,  D Y r  ( Pen nsy lvan i a )  
SEN ECA FAL LS/YrD/ N . Y . 
TREMO T/ D/ 1 86 1  
T l 1 N KA H A N NOCK/ m sD 1 8Pa6 1 
WAR R EN TO N . Mo. D/Y r 1C. R . BOS W E Ll . . P . M .  

WI N F I E LD J O A  D Yr 

Quaker Dated Townmarks 

This l i s t ing i ncludes town marks i n  w h i ch 
t he mon th i s  designa ted as " I  st mo, " " 2nd mo,"  
"3rd mo, "  etc . ,  i n  the  Quaker ma nner, a u sage 
that refl ects the Quakers'  view that  the usual 
mon t h  names are pagan i n  origi n ,  and should 

Wording 

COCH ESETT/ msD/M ASS . 
COLE RA I N /-/MONTH /rns day /O H I O  

COL E R A I N L/MONTH /day/O H I O 

CO LERA I N L  Mo/day/0 
Farm i ngton N . Y . / D 

London G rove Pa D 

orth Berwick Me D 

P E N N S V I LL E L rno/day/year/O H I O  

SA N DY S P R I N G L M '. >  /day/ M A R Y L�) 

S id ney Me D 

5. The " 1 860" is 2mm high.  

6.  Th(' " 1 86 1 " "  is  1 1 2m m h i g h .  

7.  T h e  ' "6 1 "  i s  I VJ mm h igh . 

1 86 1  

1 3  
1 4  
1 5  
1 6  

1 7  

1 8 

dc-3 1 
c-33 
c- 1 4 

s l -33x5 
c-37� 

dc-33 
c-29 

sl -30x6 
c-24 
c-33 
c-29l--2 
c-33 
c-33 

sl -23x3 
c-35 

c-32 
c-3 4  

sl-28x3 

7• 
4 •  5 
1 0• 
1 0• 
9• 

5 
5 4 

1 0• 

4• 

5 6 

5 
5 7 
5 

1 0• 
2 

6 
9 

1 0• 

not be used. Ord inary busi ness usage, such as 
" 7-4- 1 856 ,"  is not a Quaker date. The few 
k nown man uscript  marki ngs are included from 
towns w here the postmas ter consi stent ly  used 
the Quaker me thod of da ting. 

Tracing 
Number 

I 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Num ber Notes 

c-3 1 
c-26 
c-3 1 
c -37 
ms 

ms 
ms 

c-28 
dc-28 

ms 

g• 
I O  
9 
1 0  
7 
7 
7 

7•  
8 
7 

n t  

nt 



Year Dated - 1 86 1 ;  Quaker Dated 

1 3  

1 6  

�\\� 82 �  8 
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1 4  

f;!:�� JUL I 
\ 26 

• .. . }l y .., " 
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1 7  

�· "l c"> ·7th --t,,.. 
U � ( 1  1 H Z 

1 2  O H \ <.) 
3 

6 
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1 5  

<� � A UG �1 � 14 �I �& pay-/ 
1 8  

4 

7 
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Marysvil le, Cal . ,  PAID/BY 
STAM PS, used in 1 855 or 
later. 

USPM - Townmarks 

Q u a k e r - d a t ed pos t m ark  of  
Colerain, Ohio, on a cover 
franked by the postmaster, 

Josiah Maule. 

A stock style town

m a r k  c on t a i n i n g 

straight line PAID, 
used on both stamped 
and stampless mail ,  
regardless of rate. 

From Spri ngf i e l d ,  

Mass. 



With PAID, Rate Numeral or FREE 

Townmarks Including "PAID" and/ or 
Rate N umeral or "FR EE" on Mail 
Prepaid with Postage Stamps 

Before the i ntroduction of  postage stamps a 
postmaster, i n  addition to the town mark, was 

requi red to indicate the correct pos tal rate on 
each cover. If the postage was prepaid in cash ,  
he  a lso marked the  cover " Pa id. " Some post
masters added e ither the word PAI D or the rate, 
or both, to the townmark handstamp to avoi d  
m ultiple stam ping o f  one cover w ith separate 
markings. 

When pos tage s tamps were used these mark
ings were redundant, s ince the stamps them
selves were ev idence of both prepayment and 
the rate. The conti n ued use of these specia l i zed 
townmarks before January I ,  1 856 (when pre
paymen t by postage s tamps became obl iga
tory ) ,  was just i fied by economy , s ince much 
mai l  was sti l l  sent sta mpless. Habit dies hard, 
however, and some postmasters not only con
tinued the use of these tow n marks a fter pre
payment by postage s tamps was requ i red, but 
even had new ones made after that date, appar
ently in the bel i ef that a restatement of the ra te 
and of prepayment was des irable. 

Th i s  l i sting i s  l im ited to  town marks fou nd 
on domest ic ma i l  (and to British Nort h Amer

ica)  at the let ter rate prepa id by stamps; that is ,  
mail that would norma l ly carry a 3q: s tamp for 
less than 3,000 mi les, 6¢ or I Qq: beyond that dis
tance, and I O<r to Ca nada ( l ess than 3 ,000 m i  Jes ) .  
Town marks that i ncl ude the nu mera ls  I ,  2 , or 5 
are not l i sted. These, when used on domestic 

letter ma i l  (not drop or carrier mai l )  add value, 
but are usual ly erroneous and tota l ly  random 
uses which do not lend themselves to l is t ing. A 
separate schedu le l i sts townmarks w ith rate 
numerals  appl icable to drop letters and cir

culars. 
Also omit ted from this l ist  are the town marks 

having numerals used on transa t lan t ic mai l ,  
either for a restatement of a through rate or for 
debits or credits at the exchange offices. 

Added i nterest attaches to various combina
tions of mark ings from certain ci t ies, notably 
Boston. Thus, a townmark including a ra te 
numeral used in com bination wi th  a sma l l  red 

9 1  

Bos ton PAID obli terator is a more valuable 
com bi na tion than is the same town mark used 
w ith a large black Bos ton PAID. The l i s ted 
Boston mark ings are identi fied by their  BPM 
numbers (those assigned in  Posta l Markings of 
Boston Massachusetts to 1890 by M .  C. Blake 
and Wi lbur W .  Davis ,  1 949) .  

The word " Free" is also a ra ting mark.  Occa
sional l y  a Lown mark contain ing the word 
FREE wi l l  be found on a cover prepaid  by 
stamps. The use of such a Lownmark on a pre
paid  cover i s ,  of course, acciden ta l ,  s ince the 
word FREE in associat ion wi th pos tage s tamps 
is a contradict ion in terms. Even though they 
are accidental , such uses are so unusual that a l l  
recorded exam ples are l i sted here. 

Mai l duri ng th is period was sent under a 

frank i ng pr ivi lege, either ( 1 )  because the let ter 
pertained to official  post office business ,  or (2 )  
because the  person sending or receiv ing the le t 

ter had been granted the frank as a personal 
pri v i lege. For i nstance, a postm aster whose 
compensation for the previous year did not ex
ceed $200 cou ld send and receive personal let ters 
w ithout charge, provided they did not weigh 
more than Yi ounce. 

Most of the markings l i s ted in th is schedule  
are stock circular sty les ranging from 30mm to 
35mm in diameter. Therefore, the s hape and 
s ize of the mark ings are not separately s ta ted 
unless they vary from this  standard norm. Like
wi se, the exact word ing of the mark i ng is not 
l i s ted un less the wordi ng itse l f  i s  not character
istic of a stock s ty le. 

The markings l i sted in this schedule are 
divided in to the fol lowi ng groups: 

A. Townmarks Including PAID (or Paid) 
W ith out Rate Nu meral . 

B. Townmarks Including PAI D ( or Paid)  
and 3 (or  3 Cts ) .  

C .  Townmarks Including "3 C t "  or " 3 "  
Rate Designa t ions . 

D. Tow nmarks Including 6¢ Rate With or 
W i thout PAID.  

E .  Town marks I ncluding ! Oct: Rate W ith or 
W ithout PAI D. 

F. Townmarks Including FREE.  
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A. Townmarks Including PAID (or Paid) Without Rate Numeral 

Town a nd S tate 

Adrian, M ich . 
Augusta, Geo. 
Bath, Maine 
Bedford, Penn . 
Boston, Mass. 
Canton, Mass. 
Cazenovia, N . Y .  
Charlestown, Mass. 
Charleston, S.C. 
Danvers, Mass. 
East Boston, Mass. 
Great Fa l ls, N . H .  
Hanford, Conn. 
Ind ianapol is ,  I nd. 
Lowv i l le, N . Y .  
Lynn, Mass. 
Nantucket, Mass. 
New Bedford, Mass. 

New Haven, Conn. 
New Lebanon, .Y.  
Newport, Ky. 
New York, N .Y .  
Norwich ,  Conn .  
Port land, Ma ine 
Potsdam, N .Y .  
Ra leigh. .C. 
Savannah , Geo. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Springfield, N .J .  
Traverse Des S ioux, Minn .  Ter. 
West Canaan,  N . H .  
Zanesvi l le, Ohio 

Bal t imore, Md. 

Bangor, Maine 
Boston, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 

Char leston, S .C. 
C leveland, Ohio 
Fishk i l l  Landing, .Y .  

( l )  Straight Line PAID 

(2) Curved PAID 

Tracing 
N umber 

I 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

Rarity 
Num ber 

2 
I 
3 
2 
3 
2 

2 
2 
I 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 

3 
2 
3 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
I O  
3 
4 

9 

I 
3 
5 

I 
2 
3 

Notes 

Severa l types. 

Red.  
B l ue 

"3" removed. 

"3"  removed. 
"3" removed. 

Red. 

"3" removed. 
dc-32 

"3"  removed. 
"3" removed. 

BALT'.>/PAI D. dc-20. 
l. sed with 3ct s tamp. 

Severa l types. 
BOSTON/0/3/ 

PAID :  c-30. 



With PAID, Straight Line or Curved 

4 

8 

\Vest Canaan, N . H . ,  townmark 

with PAID. A "3" has been 

removed. 

2 

5 

9 

6 

l • 

93 

3 

7 

1 0  

Townmark with straight line 

PAID, from Canton, Mass. 
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Town and State 

Lawrence, Mass. 
Marysvi l ie, Cal .  

Newburyport, Mass. 
New Haven, Conn . 
New York, N .Y .  

Ogdensburgh, N .Y .  

P iqua, Ohio 
P iusfield, Mass. 
Savannah, Geo. 
Troy, N .Y .  

Alexandria, Va. 
A l legheny City, Penn. 
Apalachicola, Fla. 
Augusla , Geo. 
Bangor, Maine 
Belvedere, I l l .  
Brandon, Vt.  

Brunswick ,  Maine 
Bu ffa lo, N .Y .  
Brooklyn, N .Y .  
Charleston, S.C. 
Chicago, I I I .  
Cincinnat i, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Col umbia, S .C.  
Concord, N . H .  
Concord, O h io 
Cumberland, Md. 
Danvers, Mass. 
Danvi l le, Vt. 
Delevan , Wis. 
Detroit ,  M ich . 
Fishk i l l ,  N . Y .  
Georgetown, D.C. 
Georgetown, S .C. 
Hampton, N . H .  

Tracing 
Number 

(2) Curved PAID (cont.) 

1 1  
1 2  

Rarity 
Num ber 

2 
5 

USPM - Townmarks 

Notes 

MARYSVILLE CA L /  
D/PAID/BY STAM PS 

1 3  I 
2 
7 

1 3a  5 

4 
I 
3 
2 

B. Townmarks Including PAID (or Paid) and 3 (or 3 Cts) 

( I )  Straigh t Line 3 PAID 

1 4  

1 5  
1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

2 
2 
4 
I 
2 
3 
3 

2 
2 
I 
4 
9 
2 
I 
2 
4 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

r-32 B lue. 

N E W  PAI D  YORK/ 
D: c-32 

OGDENSBURGH 
N .Y . /D/Yr/ 

Paid: c-3 1 .  

B lue. 

B l ue. 

B l ue. 

Red. 



With Curved PAID, Straight Line 3 PAID 

1 3  

1 5  

1 7  1 8  

� EP • •  
3 PAID 

1 6  

A rimless circle from Ogdensburgh, N .  Y . , with "Paid" at the base. Also year-dated. 

95 



96 USPM - Townmarks 

Tracing R arity 
Town and State Nu m ber N u m ber Notes 

( 1 )  Straight Line 3 PAID (cont. ) 

Hanford, Conn .  2 
Holyoke, Mass. 3 

Hudson, N . Y .  3 

I nd ianapol i s ,  I nd .  2 
I ndianapol is ,  I nd. 3 Rimless. 
Jackson, M iss. 2 
Keokuk, Iowa 2 
Lafayet te, I nd .  2 
Lawrence, Mass. 2 
Macon, Geo. I 
Manchester, N . H. 2 
Mariet ta, O h io 2 
Marysvi l l e, Cal .  6 
Maysv il le, Ky .  19  3 
Midd lebury, Vt .  
Mount  Morr is , N . Y .  2 
Nashvi l le, Tenn.  2 
Nevada City,  Cal .  6 
New Bedford, Mass. I 
New Brunswick, N .J .  2 
New Haven, Conn. 2 
Newport, R . I . 2 
Northampton, Mass. 20 5 
Nonh Salem, N .Y .  2 1  9 
Painesvi I le , Ohio 3 
Passumpsic, V t .  22 6 
Penn Yan, N . Y .  2 
P i usburgh, Penn .  2 
P iusfield, Mass. 2 
P lat tsburgh , N . Y .  2 
Ponland,  Maine 23 5 PORTLAN D/3/ 

PAID/Me: c-30 

Portsmou th,  N . H .  24 2 
Qu incy, I l l. 2 
Raleigh, N . C. 2 B lue. 
R ichmond, Va. 2 B l ue. 
Saco, Maine 2 
Salem, Mass. 2 
Sandusky,  Ohio 2 
Savannah ,  Geo. 
Selma, A la. 2 
Shaker V i l lage, N . H .  25 7 SHAKER 

VI LLAGE/DIP A ID/ 
3 /N H dc-34 



L
. 

3 PAID With Straight me 

19  

An example of the 

proper use of a town

mark with "3 PAID," 
a stampless letter on 

. . 
with postage paid m 

h ( a p p a re n t l y  c a s  
, 

through the hotel s 

charge account at the 

post office). 

23 

20 2 1  

24 25 

97 

22 

A homemade town
m a r k  c o n t a i n i n g 
" P A I D / 3 "  f r o m  
Shaker Vil lage, N .H.  

�I 
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Town and State 

Sparta, Geo. 
Tuscumbia, Ala .  
Tuskegee, Ala. 
Webster, Mass. 
West Canaan , N . H .  
W<X>dstock, Vt .  

A l t<X>na, Penn.  
Apalach icola, Flo. 
Buffalo, N. Y .  
Camp Floyd, U tah Ter. 

Cincinnati ,  Oh io 
Dannemora, N . Y . 
Detroit, Mich. 
Dover, N . H .  
Is l ip, N . Y. 
Lowell ,  Mass. 
Malone, N .Y .  
M iddletown,  Conn. 
Nevada City,  Cal .  

New York, N .Y .  
Northampton , Mass. 
Ogdensburgh, N .Y .  
Oxford, Mass. 
Passumpsic, Vt.  
Phi lade lphia, Penn .  
Ph i lade lph ia, Penn. 
Santa Fe, N . M .  
South Salem, N .  Y. 
Webster, Mass. 
West Canaan, N . H .  
W i lmington, Del .  
Woodstock, Vt .  

Tracing R arity 
Number Num ber 

( l )  Straight Line 3 PAID (cont.)  

26 
27 
28 

(2) Curved 3 PAID 

29 

30 
3 1  
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

40 

4 1  
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

47  

2 

2 
3 
4 
4 

8 
6 
6 
9 

9 
s• 
I 
1 0  
7 
6 
7 
2 
1 0  

7 
6 
9 
6 
7 
9 

I O  
9 
7 
8 
8 
6 

C.  Townmarks Including " 3  Ct" or "3" Rate Designat ions 

Apalach icola ,  F lo. 
Boston , Mass. : 
BOSTON/D/3 ( 8mm) c-3 1 

Wi th  sl-PAID and/or plain grid 
w i th small  red Boston PAI D 
W i th smal l  black Boston PAI D  

May be combination of separate PAI D  3 and townmark. 

5 

48 9 

USPM - Townmarks 

Notes 

B lue. 

o-3 1 �23 .  Blue. 
See note he low. 

Red. 
n t  

B lue. 
B lue 

Surcharged wi th 
ano ther 3 PAID. 

Blue 

BPM 392 



With Straight Line or Curved 3 PAID; or 3 Ct. or 3 99 

.AP• •L 

30 

38 

42 

43 
46 47 48 



1 00 

Tracing Rarity 
Town and State Number Num ber 

C. Townmarks with "3 Ct" or "3" (cont. ) 

BOSTON/D/3 els (6mm)  c-32 or c-3 1 
W ith s l -PAI D I O  
With smal l  red Boston PAID 5• 
W ith sma l l  black Boston PAID 3• 
Wi th large Boston PAI D I 

BOSTON/D/3 els (8mm ) c-32 
With smal l  b lack Boston PAID 3 • 
With large Boston PAI D  1 

Buffalo, N . Y . 49 4 

Bu ffalo, N . Y .  5 
Charleston, S.C. 50 2 
Groveland, Mass. 5 1  7 
Lou isvi l le, Ky.  5 
Passumpsic, Vt .  52  6 
Petersburg, Va. 3 
Rochester, N . Y .  4 
Sa in i  Lou i s. Mo. 53 3 
Salem, Mass . 54 3 
Savannah, Geo. I 

S pringfield, N . J .  55 8 

Syracuse, N .  Y .  3 
Tau nton, Mass. 4 

D. Townmarks Including 6c Rate With or W ithout PAID 

Boston , Mass. : 
BOSTON/D/6 cts (6mm) 

With smal l  red Boston PAID 
W i th smal l  black Boston PAID 
W ith large Boston PAID 

BOSTON/D/6 els (8mm) 
With smal l  b lack Boston PAID  
With large Boston PAI D 

BOSTON/D/6 els (5mm ) 
W ith sma l l  black Boston PAID 

BOSTON/D/3 els 
BOSTON/D/6 els (6mm) 

New York, N . Y . 
San Francisco, Cal .  

56 

57 

58 
59 

60 
6 1  

g• 
5• 
5 

3• 
6 

1 0• 
1 0  
I O  

9 
I O  

USPM - Townmarks 

Notes 

BPM 634 or 636 

BPM 635 

"3" is 5�mm: c-32. 

"3"  is 4mm: c-33 

PAID removed. 
Red,  b lue. 

Red, b lack. 
Red .  

Numeral apparent ly 
removed. 

BPM 578: c-32 

BPM 579: c-32 

BPM 577: c-32 

Surcharged wi th "6' ' .  
Surcharged wi th  
1 3mm "3" .  Red. 

Red. 



With 3 Ct. or 3; or 6¢ 

49 

53 

57 

\.f,S�<.. 
� · E p ' � :::> 

• 

'$- 2 .t;,; 
v 3 .C1 

50 

54 

� f,� 
0 � 

/:/: <' 
u J lJ  L'f ?O 

5 1  

55 

52 

56 

Townmarks containing the rate were not appropriate on covers prepaid by stamps, as the 
stamps were evidence of both the rate and prepayment.  This Philadelphia marking 
intended for prepaid stampless mail was used here by accident. 

1 0 1  
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Tow n and State 
Tracing 
Num ber 

Rarity 
Num ber 

USPM - Townmarks 

Notes 

E. Townmarks Including l Oc Rate With or Wi thout P AID 

Boston, Mass . :  

BOSTON/D/1 0 cts (8mm) 

W i th sma l l  b lack Boston PAID 
With large Boston PAID 

BOSTON Ms/D/Yr/ 1 0  c ts (6mm)  

Marysv i l le, Cal .  
Nevada City,  Cal . 
New York, N . Y. 
Ogdensburgh ,  N .Y .  
San Francisco, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal .  

Key West, F lo. 
New York, N .Y .  
New York,  N . Y .  

P leasant Grove, Md. 

Post Office Department: 
P .O .  BUSI N ESS/FREE 
POST OFFICE/FREE/BUSIN ESS 
San Francisco, Cal . 
Troy, N .Y .  
Washington, D.C. :  

62 

63 

64 
65 
66 
67 

F. Townmarks Including FREE 

68 
69 

70 

7 1  
72 

73 

WAS H ING TON CITY D .C ./D/FREE 
WASHINGTON CYD. C./D/FREE 

74 
75 

Townmarks of Educational Institutions 

9 

6 
5 

4 
5 
7 
7 

5 
4 

BPM 538, 539 or 540: 
c-30 

BPM 54 1 ,  543 or 

544: c-32 

A l so w i t h  " Pa i d . "  

SAN FRANCISCO/ 
D/Yr/ 1 0  PAID:  c-32 

W ith  curved FREE 
above circle: c-32. 

Not known in 
association 

wi th  s tamps. 

Several sty Jes. 

Sans serif .  

Several educa t ional ins t i tu t ions had t heir  
own post off  ices during this  per iod and used 
town marks i ncorporat i ng the name of the i ns t i 
tut ion . This  l i st inc ludes a l l  such marki n gs that  

have been reported. Only  a few used non -stock 
s ty les .  These are i l lustra ted i n  the schedu les 
show ing unusual  townmarks, as noted below. 

Inst itution 

M i l i tary I nst i t ute 
M i  Ii tary I nsti tu Le 

Kentucky 

Shape 

and Size 

c-34 
c-3 1 

R arity 

Number 

9 
8 



With 1 0¢; wi th FREE; Educational Insti tutions 

62 63 64 65 

66 67 

70 

Accidental use of the Washington, D.C., townmark containing the rating FREE on 
a cover prepaid by stamps. 

1 03 

75 
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I 11st itut ion 

M i l i tary I nst i tute 
Mi l i tary Inst i tute 

Col lege of St . James 
Maryland Agricu ltural Col lege 
Maryland Agricu l t ura l Col lege 

Oakland Col lege 

Caro l ina Female Col l ege 
Davidson College 

ormal Col l ege 
Trin i ty Col lege 

Cen tral Col lege 

Enon Col lege 
Hiwassee Col l ege 
Irving Col l ege 

Hampden-Sidney Col lege 
Hampden-Sidney Col lege 
Hampden-Sidney Col lege 
Randolph Macon Co l lege 
Randolph Macon Col lege 
Rappahannock Academy 
Theological Seminary 
Theological Seminary 
Theological Seminary 
Univers ity of V irgin i a  
Uni vers i ty of Virginia 

Townmarks Denoting Industries 

Kentucky (cont.) 

Maryland 

M ississippi 

North Carolina 

Ohio 

Tennessee 

Virginia 

USPM - Townmarks 

S hape R arity 
and Size 

c-25 
shiclcl-5 1 x35'2 

c-33 
c-32 

clc-37 

c-3 1 

c-32 
c-32 
c-38 
c-26 

c-29 

ms 
ms 

c-32 

dc-36 
c-26 
ms 

c-35 
c-26 

do-32x20 
c-3 1  
c-3 1  
c-26 
c-32 

dc-26 

Number 

1 0  
g• 

7 
9 
1 0  

8 

9 
8 
9 
9 

I O  

8 
8 
9 

9 
8 
6 
9 
9 

l o• 
7 
7 
8 
3 
2 

This  l i s t ing inc ludes post mark s  from t owns 
named after the i r  p r inc i pa l  industr ies ,  and 
busi ness that  had post offices on the  prem ises. 
The very common names that i ncl ude the 

w ords STOR E S ,  STATIO N  or D E PO T  are not  
l i s ted. N on- s tock s t y le s  are l is ted and i l l us trated 
u nder their appropriate schedu les.  The exact 
wording is shown only when i t  is  u nusual .  



Industries - California to Maryland 1 05 

Shape R arity 

Tow n ( Wording) a nd Size N um ber 

Cal ifornia 

CALLAHANS RANCH c-26 7 
EMPIRE RANCH c-34 4 
JOHNSONS RANCH dc-33Vz 9 
SN ELLI N GS RANCHE do-34x24 g• 
STAPLES RANCH c-33 8 
TAYLORS RANCH c-3 1 Yi 8 

Connecticut 

CAM PBELL'S MILLS/WINDH AM CO. ID/CON .  c-38 l o• 

Delaware 

HENRY CLAY FACTORY ID/DEL c-3 1 8 

Florida 

WOODSTOCK MILLS/ins DIE . FLO R":\ c-27 1 0• 

Georgia 

BON D'S MILLS/D/BAKER CO. GEO c-33 1 0• 

Indiana 

I ndiana Furnace 9 
WOLCOTT'S MILLS c-30 9 

Kentucky 

EMPI R E  IRO WORKS/D/KY c-29 9 
RUDDLE'S MILLS c-37  9 

Maine 

BAR MI LLS d lc-33 5 
COOPER'S M I LLS c-33 1 0  
FRANK FORT MI LLS c-30 7 
HODGDON'S  MILLS c-32 9 
KENDALL'S MI LLS c-3 1 5 

Maryland 

ELLI COTTS MI LLS c-30 4 
ILCHESTER M I LLS c-30 1 0  
JERUSALEM M ILLS c-29 9 
LAU REL FACTORY c-32 7 
McKINSTR Y'S M ILLS c-27 IO 



1 06 USPM - Townmarks 

Shape R a rity 
Town ( Wording) and S ize Number 

M assachusetts 

CHESTER FACTORIES c-34 7 
LENNOX FU RNACE c-36 9 
SUTTONS M ILLS c-34 5 

M ississippi 

COTTON GIN PORT c-30 9 

M ichigan 

MINESOTA MI NE/ONTONAGON CO/D/M ICH c-37 s• 
NORTH WEST MINE c-3 1  1 0  

New Hampshire 

CHESTERFIELD FACTORY c-32 9 
FESSEN DEN M ILLS c-34 1 0  
GEORGES M I LLS c-28 1 0  
GILMANTON IRON WORKS dlc-32 9 
MAST YARD c-29 1 0  
OIL MILL V I LLAGE dc-3 1 9 
PAPER M I LL VILLAGE c-3 1 7 

New Jersey 

BERGEN IRON WORKS c-30 1 0  
FRANKLIN FU RNACE 1 0  
OXFORD FUR NACE c-32 8 

New York 

BRUSH MILLS c-32 7 
CLARKS' FACTOR Y  c-29 8 
D EAD WATER I RO WORKS c-29 1 0  
EVANS' M I LL c-30 6 
GASPOR T !DIN. Y .  c-37 4 
Hagamans M i l l s  sl-40x8 9• 
H ECLA WORKS c-29 1 0  
N EW YORK M ILLS c-30 6 
PERRY 'S M ILLS/ms DI . Y. c-29 6 
RAMAPO WORKS c-30 1 0  
SAN D 'S M I LLS c-30 I O  
UNION MILLS c-29 1 0  
VICTORY MILLS c-33 6 
WASHINGTON MILLS c-37 s• 

North Carolina 

COMPANY SHOPS c-33 9 



Industries - Massachusetts to Wisconsin 1 07 

Shape Rarity 

Town ( Wording) and S ize N umber 

Ohio 

FOWLERS MILLS 1 0  

Frank l in  Furnace s l -35x3 1 0• 

FRANKLIN M ILLS c-32 5 
HOCKING FUR NACE dc-3 1 1 0  
REID'S M ILLS c-37 5 

Oregon Territory and State 

ASHLA N D  MILLS O .T. d lc-34 1 0  

Pennsylvania 

HOPEWELL COTTON WORKS c-3 1 9 
JOANNA FURNACE c-30 1 0  
LINE M ILLS c-3 1  6 
SALTSBURGH c-30 5 
SPRING MILLS 9 
Spr ingh i l l Furnace m s  7 
THORN DALE I RO N  WOR KS dc-36 9 
WH ITES TAN N E R Y  dlc-33 9 

Rhode Island 

BRAND'S IRON WORKS c-28 9 
CAROLINA M ILLS c-3 1 9 
SIN NICOCK MILLS c-33 8 

South Carolina 

CALHOUN M ILLS c-30 9 

Tennessee 

COLUMBIA IRON WORKS dl c-32 9 
COPPER M IN ES c-34 7 •  
H IWASSEE COPPER M I N ES c-34 1 0• 

Vermont 

FACTORY POINT c-3 1 6 
TYSON FURNACE c-3 1 9 

Virgin ia 

POTOMAC FURNACE c-32 1 0  
SALTVILLE c-32 6 
TYE RIVER WAREHO USE c-30 1 0  

Wisconsin 

LAKE MILLS c-3 1  5 
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USPM - Cancelling Devices 

8 

vfttf'l f. J J, J. H . aul'1JI �f' 
(!! ('1 Vw1 . , • .:1-J.a,w 

This cover shows the Lowell postmaster's distrust of stamps alone as a means of prepay
ing mail. He carefully observed regulations in applying his townmark and separa tely 
cancel ling the stamps. Then, just to be sure, he appl ied the "6" and "PAID." 

f ( . . .  , . ,'1. I .... · '  

/ .,', ( / / , 
.. 

/, · 

------

Instead of a plain straight line, this 
device features PAID at top of an 

elaborate box of squares. 

i 

. .. 1 • , , _. 

•f' ' 

This Nashua, N .  H . , cover shows 
proper use of a rating hand

stamp as a due marking (nor
mally on stampless), and in
cidentally as a canceller. 

f?fl:, d� I �h-Ltf.J�-
/ &4L 

) )-) <-e�.---... 7 



Cancelling Devices 
Rating Marks Used as Obli terators 

As was explai ned in prior sections, rat ing 
marks were requi red on al l  s tampless ma i l  to  in

dicate the postal rate which had been prepaid or 
which was to be col lected from the addressee. I f  
a stampless l et ter was prepa id, the postmaster 
was also req u ired to i ndicate that fact on the 
cover wi th the word PAID.  Thus ,  a l l  s tampless 
mai l prior to Apri l 1 ,  1 855, wi l l  bear these mark

ings in addi t ion to or incorpora ted in to the 
town mark. 

However, we somet i mes find such marki ngs 
on covers where postage s ta mps have been used 
to prepay t he f u l l  rate,  j us t  as we fou nd town

marks conta ini ng the rate numera l ,  PAID or 
FREE used i n  conjunction w i th stam ps in the 
prior section. Again ,  these markings used on 
s tamped covers are redundant s ince the s tamp 
i tsel f i s  evidence of  the ra te and prepayment .  
The regular use of  such separate handstamps 
(not incorpora ted in the townmark ) cannot be 
excused on the grounds of economy.  They s im
p ly represent the  rel ucta nce of  certain pos t 
masters to give up old habi ts .  

I t  appears, however, that relatively few post 

masters used these markings regularly on 
stamped mai l .  The large majority of them were 
used only occasional ly ,  and perhaps accidenta l 
l y .  Towns where t hey were regularly u sed i n 
c lude Boston a n d  Leominster, Mass. , and 

Bucksport ,  Maine. 
This l i s t ing contains only  markings found 

on ful l y  prepaid stamped domes tic ma i l .  The 
fol lowi ng classes of marki ngs are not incl u ded: 

1 .  Drop let ter and prin ted circu lar rat ing 

markings . These usual ly  show a 1 <t or 2<t ra te 
(see the Drop Letter and Circu lar Mai l  l i s ting) .  

2.  Unpaid, par tl y paid,  or forwarded mai l in 
wh ich the unpaid marking was a t  the s tamp

less-col lect or s tamples s-prepaid rate. 
3. U .S. mai l to foreign coun tries and mai l  

from such countries. 
4. N umerals that  designate special posta l ser

vices,  such as FORWARDED 3, WA Y I ,  
STEAM 2, CA R  2, etc. 

5. Express company or private carrier mark
mgs .  

Some of  the l i s ted markings are i n  spec ial  de
mand in certai n  colors, w hich were u sed on ly 
for a l i m i ted t ime. An a t temp t  has been made to 
l is t  these special i tems. Un less otherwise stated, 
black color is assumed. 

It i s  sometimes difficu l t  to determine whether 
a particular marking i s  an oval or a partia l ly  
struck circle .  I f  only  one dimension i s  given, i t  
i s  assumed tha t  the marking i s  circular; i t  i s  
measured across the  w idest por tion of the  mark 
which shows. 

A. Plain or Decorative PAID Without 
Numerals or Obliterating Bars. 

A majori ty of these markings are s tock styles 
making i t  d i fficul t  to identify each town where 
they were used. Where the town is known, i t  i s  
l i sted. In add i t ion, a l l  unus ua l  des igns have 
been iden t i fied accordi ng to town where tha t 
informa tion is k nown .  

The fol lowing iden t i fy ing code has been 
used: 

M I  - PAID unframed. 
M2 - PAI D  in a rectangular frame. 
M3 - PAI D in the cen ter of a circl e. 

M4 - PAI D  in  the cen ter of an ova l .  



l lO 
MS - PAI D offset i n a c i rc l e or oval (pro ba 

b l y  resu l ting  from a n umeral having 
been removed ) .  

M6 - PAID in a fancy design (not bars ) .  

USPM - Cancell ing Devices 
N umeral s  fol lowing the " M "  code a re dimen

s ions .  BPM refers to the Boston Posta l Mar k -
ings n umber. 

Tracing Shape 
and Size 

Rarity 
Num ber Town 

Any town, except where l i s ted: 

Adams, Penn .  
Auburn Dale. Mass. 

Beverly, N.J. 

Bond's Vil lage, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Boston, Mass . 

Boston, Mass. 
Boston , Mass. 
Christ iana , Wis. 
Col l insvi l le ,  Conn. 

Frankfort Mi l l s ,  Maine 
G lendale, Mass. 
Greenv i l le, Mich.  
Lincoln,  Mass . 
Livingston , Texas 
Marysvil l e, Kansas Ter. 
Medina ,  Ohio 
Newago, M ich . 
Newago, Mich .  
New London, N .H .  
North Weare, N .H .  

Osseo, Minn.  
Proctorvi l le ,  Vt .  
South Royalston ,  Mass. 
Stokes, N .Y .  
Swampscott, Mass. 
Syracuse, N .Y .  
Tewkesbury, Mass. 
Troy, N .Y .  
West B rook, N.C. 
West Cambridge ,  Mass. 
Town unknown 

Number 

1 -6 
7-9 
I O  
I I  
1 2  
1 1  
1 3  

1 4  

1 5  
1 6  
1 7  
1 8  

1 9  

20 
2 1  
22 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
3 1  
32 
33 

34 
35 
36 
37 
1 2  
38 
39 
40 
4 1  
42 

43-47 

M l  
M 2  
M 3  
M4 
MS 

M4-25x20 
M l -23�x6 

M2- 1 7x6� 

M6- l 8  
M I -20x5 (BPM 527 ) 
M I -2 l x6 (BPM 630) 

M3-2 1 (BPM 627-8) (s ingle break ) 

M3-2l  ( B PM 629-9A ) 
(mul t i ple  breaks) 

M2-23!-7x8 (BPM 63 1 )  
M2-22!-7x8!-7 ( BPM 632) 

M4- 1 2x l 0  
M6-axe- l 4x l l 

M l -2 l �x9 
M6-2 1 

M l - 1 6x5 
M I -2 I x9 

M6- 1 6x l 2  
M l -22x l 0  
M l -2 l x6 
M I - 1 7x7!-7 
M I - 1 8x6 
M lx?x9� 

M l - l 6x5�; E i ther first or 
last letter is capi tal .  

M l - 1 6�x8 
M I - 1 7x4 
M l -20x9 

M l -2 l x l 0  
MS-2 1 

M6-?x l 8  
M l - 1 9�8 
M6-23x 1 3  
M2-22x l 0  

M3-2 rn  

2 
3 
3 
4 
5 
4 
2 

3 

8 Red 
5• 
5 
4 
I 

I 
8 
8 

3 
9 
2 
3 
6 
6 
2 
3 
3 
2 
4 

5 
2 
2 
5 
5 
6 
2 
6 
8 
2 
2 



PAID without Numerals or Bars 

PAI D 
I 

P A I D PAID PA IL' PAI D PAI D  
2 3 4 5 6 

1 1 1  

�·PJ IP A81 D I (P�IQ) 8 ee � 1 0  1 1  1 2  P �3 I O  (P�) �t1 PAID PAID 
1 6  1 7  

,,,_.. ' 1 5  

PAID '.�AJ� (�P-'.AI ..... i D-) (PAI D) <f?._�} 
1
8 

PAI D  
23 

PA J D  
28 

PA I D  
PAID 

33 

PAID 
37 

42 

-
1 9  20 2 1  22 

PAID 
25 

PAID PA I D  
29 30 

. PAID PA I D  
34 35 

PA I D 
26 

PAID 3 1 
PAID 

36 

27 

/ .. 
\ 

PAI D  � @>A1W) 
39 

38 

0· "� (PAID) 
43 44 

45 

40 4 1  

8 00lJ  
46 47 
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B. PAID in Same Handstamp as 

Obliterating Design. 

The Boston PAID in grid set the style for a l l  
o f  the markings l isted here. The non-Bos ton 
M-7 markings were used primari ly  i n  smal l  
New England towns,  and are popu larly known 
as " imi ta tion Bos ton PAI Ds. " The designs are 
coded as fol lows: 

M7 - PAID with bars , rays, etc . ,  in  circu-

Tracing 
Town Number 

Any town (so far unidentified) 1 -5 

Connecticut 

Jewet t  City 6 
Norwich 7 ,  8 
Norwich 9 
Yantic 1 0  

Ken tucky 

Brownsvi l le I I  

Maine 

Addison Poin t 1 2  
Bucksport 1 3 
Detroi t 1 4  
East Winthrop 1 5  
Farmington 1 6  
Gorham 1 7  
North Livermore 1 8  
Saco 1 9  
Saco 20 
Turner 2 1  
West Baldwin 22 

Maryland 

Balt imore (probably) 23 

USPM - Cancelling Devices 

Jar or oval sha pe. 
M8 - PAID,  s imi lar to M-7, but with a 

square or rectangular ou t l ine .  
M9 - PAID with bars or dots resembl i ng 

a flag or sh ield. 
M9A - Duplex con ta in ing word PAID 

a ttached to separate obl i terator . 

S hape Rarity 
and S ize Number 

M-7 6 

M7- l 7 (b lue )  7 
M 7-23 (neg. , blue) 4 

M7-23 (PAID reversed, b lue)  8 
M 7- 1 9  (blue) 6 

M7- 1 9  9 

M7- 1 2x l 8  (part ia l )  7 
M9-20x25 (blue)  6 

M8-20 7 
M7- 1 6  7 
M7- 1 7  7 
M7-20 6 
M7- 1 9  8 

M7- 1 9  (4 bars) 3 
M7- 1 9  (8 bars) 4 

M7-20 7 
M7-23 7 

M7- 1 9  6 

Massachusetts 

Ashburnham 24 M7- 1 7  6 
Beverly 25 M7-25 2 
Boston 26 M7- 1 8  (BPM 6 1 6) (red or magenta)  5 
Boston 26, 27 M7- 1 8  (BPM 6 1 6-7 )  2 
Boston 28 , 29 M7-24 (BPM 620- 1 )  1 
Boston M7-24 (BPM 62 1 )  ( red) 7 
Boston 30 M7-24 ( B P M  622 ) 2 
Boston 3 1  M7-24 (BPM 623) (bars free) 



PAID in Obliterator - Connecticut to Massachusetts 
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2 1  
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number 

PAID in Obliterator (cont. )  

Massachusetts (cont . )  

Boston 32 M7-25 (BPM 624) (bars free, heavy) 2 
Boston 33 M7-24 (BPM 624A) (5mm PAID. 

bars touch ) 
Bos ton 34 M7-24 (BPM 625) ( 6mm PAID, 3 

bars I Omm apart)  

Dedham 35 M 7- l 9  5 

East Abington 36 M 7- 1 4  (blue )  7 
G lendale  37 M9- 1 9x24 (blue) 8 
Haverh i l l  38 M7-25 (u l tramarine) 8 
Haverhi l l  39 M7-25 " IDPA" 8 

New Salem 40 M 7- 1 6  7 

North Chelmsford 4 1  M 7-25 7 
North Cohassett  42 M 7 - 1 9  9 
Orange 43 M7- 1 4  8 
Salem 44 M9A-sl -24x6; c- 1 8� 7 

M ississippi 

Woodvi l le 45 M7-27 See note 1 .  

New Hampshire 

Bath 46 M7- 1 8  (neg. ) 8 
Bradford 47 M7-22 7 
Center Sandwich 48 M8- 1 7x l 8  6 
East Sanbornton 49 M7-20 (neg. rev . )  7 
Epping 50 1\17 -2 1  8 
F i tzwi l l iam 5 1  M7-28 (neg. ) 7 
New Ipswich 52 M 7- 1 7 6 
Wakefield 53 M7-26 8 

New York 

Clayton 54 M7-2 1 8 

Vermont 

Jamaica 55 M7-25 (red, black ) 7 
Wel ls River 56 M7-20 7 

I .  There is some doubt as to the au then tici ty of this marking. I t  has been seen on a cover w i th a 1 ¢ s tamp 
addressed to Woodville (a drop leuer) ,  and the same marking with an identical defect in the rim has been seen 
on a cover originating in Wisconsin .  



PAID in Obliterator - Massachusetts to Vermont 
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te:6.(Q� 
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43 
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48 49 

54 

34 

39 
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35 

36 
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46 

• • • • 
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PA1':> *Z11•1 
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. . . . ... 

• • • •  
5 1  -
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. .... . � 

-- ·- -J� 4' P. . .. -
56 

The postmaster at Dedham, Mass. , wove PAID into a circular obi i terator of bars and triangles. 

1 1 5 
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C. Rate Numerals, Framed or Unfram
ed, with or without CENTS, CTS. or C. 

A few towns occasiona l ly used thei r rating 
numerals as obli terators of postage s tamps. IL is 
bel ieved that the Leominster, Massachusetts,  
pos tmas ter so used it regu larly for a l im i ted pe
riod of time. Because the Leom inster " 3 "  a l 
ways appears fu l ly  on the stamp (not tying i t  to 
cover), i t  seems probable tha t sheets of stamps 
were precancel led prior to use. Support for this 
view l ies in the fact that what is undoubtedly a 
Leom inster "3"  has been seen on a cover town
marked e l sewhere, but the letter shows an asso
cia tion wi th  Leominster. Presu mably, the 
purchaser of the stamp at Leominster used i t  a t  

USPM - Cancelling Devices 

this other town.  
A single numeral handstamp i s  a lso occa

sional ly seen used as a surcharge over a rate 
indicated by another hands tamp. 

The fol lowing code is  used to identify the 
four classes of such markings: 

M IO - Arabic numera l ,  unframed un less 
otherwise stated. 

M l  1 - Roman numeral ,  unframed un less 
otherwise sta ted. 

M 1 2  - Arabic numera l with C, CTS or 
CENTS. 

M l 3  - Roman numeral with letter C. 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number 

Any wwn, except as l is ted, 
framed or unframed: 

M l 0-"3" 4 
M I  0- "6" 6 
M I  0- " I O" 6 

M I O-other numera ls 7 
M i l -Roman I I I  6 
M l  I - Roman X 6 

M l 2-3¢ or 3 cts 6 
M I2-0thers wi th  C, CTS, or CENTS 7 

M I 3 -Roman I I I  in C 7 

California 

Nevada City "6" as surcharge s• 
Connecticut 

Madison 2 M I O- I O�x 1 8  "3" 4 
Norwich M 1 1 -" I I I "  5 

I l l inois 

Ch icago 3 M I 0- 1 6  encircled " 3" 5 
Freeport 4 M 1 0- 1 7  encircled "3" 5 

Indiana 

Hagerstown M I  0-enci rcled " I 0" 4 
P lymouth 5 M I 0-6x l 0  6 

Terre Haute 6 M l0-2 1 encircled "24" 6 

Vincennes M l 3- " I I I "  in "C" 8 



Rate N umerals - California to Massachusetts l l 7 

@) 3 C3) 
___... :\ ~ 3 (.3) 3 

2 3 4 5 6 
7 

3 @) ~ 3 3 3 3 
8 9 1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3 1 4  

3 3 6 3 6 3 3 
1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  1 9  

20 2 1  

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number 

Iowa 

Fort Des Moines 7 M I 0-817x l 217 6 

Louisiana 

Lake Providence 8 M I 0-8x9 5 

Maine 

Comish 9 M I 0- 1 7 4 

East Corin th  10  M I  0- 1 517 enci rcled 6 

Rockland 1 1  M I O- 717x l 7 5 
South Berw ick 1 2  M I 0-7�x l I 6 
Springvale 1 3  M I 0- 1 5x l 7� 7 
Turner M I O  7 

Massachusetts 

Andover 1 4  M l 0-9x l I 6 
Amesbury 1 5  M I0-7x l 5  6 
Boston M I0-"3" as cancel 7 
Boston M I0-"3" as su rcharge (note I )  5 

Boston M I 0-"6" as surcharge (note 1 )  6 

Foxboro M l2-"3  e ls" 6 
Lawrence M I0-"3" 5 
Leominster 1 6  M I 0-7Y2X l 2  "3"  5 
Lowel l  1 7  M I 0-3�6 "6" 6 
Mi l ford 1 8  M I 0-5x% "3" 5 

Salem 1 9  M I 0-9x 1 317 "6" 6 
Sou th Had ley 20 M I O- l 7x20 "3" 6 
South Hadley Fal ls  2 1  M 1 0-7� 1 l "3" 6 

I .  These su rcharges are on Boston townmarks having rat ing marks other than as required. 



l l8 USPM - Cancelling Devices 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Tow n Num ber and Size Number 

C. Rate Numerals (cont . )  

M ichigan 

Detroi t  22  M l 2-2 1 6 
Sal ine M I 0-"3" 7 

M innesota 

Red Wing M I 0-"3" 7 
Wasioja 23 M I 0- 1 Ox 1 6  "3"  6 

New Hampshire 

Canaan 24 M I 0-9x l 2� "3" 6 
Concord 25 M 1 O- I 2x6 "30" 7 
Enfield M I  0-" 1 0" in circle 7 
Keene 26 M I 0-8�x l 2  "3" 6 
Manchester 27 M l 0- 1 5  "6" in die 7 
Nashua 28 M I 0-8� 1 3  "3" 6 
Paper Mi l l  V i l lage M l 0-"3" 6 
Paper Mi l l  Vi l lage 29 M 1 1 - 1 6� "I I I"  7 
Pembroke 30 M I 0- 1 7� '"3" offset encircled 8 
Ri ndge 3 1  M l 0- l l x l 5� "3" framed (blue). 7 

New Jersey 

Bordentown 32 M l 0-9x l 4  "3" 6 
Bordentown 33 M I 0-20x l l  " J O" 6 
Somervi lle M 1 0- " I O" 4 

New York 

Ashland M l  1 -" I I I "  encircled 5 
Lewiston 34 M 1 0-6x 1 1  \1 "3" 7 
Macedon 35 M l0-7x l  I �  "3" 4 
Oxford M I 0-"3" 6 
Red Hook 36 M 1 0-7�x l 2  "3" 4 
Rochester M I O- " I O" 6 

North Carolina 

Greens borough M I 0-"3" 6 

Ohio 

Hiram 37 M I 0-8x 12 "3" 6 
Oberl in 38 M I 0-8x8� "3" ( blue)  7 

Pennsylvania 

Easton 39 M J 0-7�x l 2  "3" 5 
New Gali lee 40 M I 0- 1 7� "3" encircled wi th  dots below 6 
Read ing 4 1  M J 0-9� 1 4� "3"  5 



Rate N umerals - M ichigan to Pennsylvania 

22 

(fj) 
29 

3 
35 

a 
23 
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:3 
36 
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37 
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@ 
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38 

3 
26 

3 
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39 
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Accidental use of the " I O" rate 
mark at Mi lton, Vt., to cancel 
a 3¢ stamp, which properly 
prepaid the letter. 

i ---�-- . 

, 

1 1 9 

@ 8 
27 28 

l. O  3 
33 34 

3 
40 

4 1  

The Leominster, Mass., "3" may 
have been used as a precancel. It 
is not known tying stamp to 
cover, suggest ing that sheets 

were handstamped "3" prior to 

sale. 
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Tracing Shape R arity 
Tow n Number and S ize Number 

C. Rate Numerals (cont . )  

Vermont 

Addison 42 M I 0- 1 9  " I O" 7 
M i l ton M I 0-" 1 0" 6 
Nonhfield M I O-"24"  encircled 5 
Orwell 43 M l 0-7x l  I "3" 6 
West Randolph 44 M I 0-7xl I "3" 6 
Whiting M I 0-"3" 6 
Felchvi l le  45 M l 3- 1 5  8 

Virginia 

Abingdon 46 M I O- I 1 Yix l 3  "3"  7 
State Undetermined 

Town unknown 

D. PAID and Numeral, with or without 
CENTS, CTS, or C. 

These markings were regularly used on pre
paid sta mpless mai l  prior to January l ,  1 856. 
Occasional l y  they were used as obl i tera tors on 
s tamps. A few appear to have been used regu lar
ly on covers wi th  s ta mps, a t  least  for a t ime. 
Examples : Orfordvi l le,  N . H . ,  Wes tborough, 
Mass. The town l is t ing purposely omits many 
M l  4s that are in black,  even though the town 
may be known.  

M l 4  - S tock style curved PAID over 3 in  
circle. 

47-5 1 

Tracing 

Town Number 

Any town , except as l i s ted: 

4 

M 1 5  - PAID over, under, or alongside of 3 
(other than M l 4) .  

M 1 6  - PAI D  and 3 ,  overlaid or in fancy 
designs. 

M 1 7  - PAID or P wi th 3 a nd CENTS, CTS, 
or C. 

M l8 - PAID and Roman I I I  w i th or 
w ithout C. 

M l 9  - PAID vertica l l y  in  stroke of "3" .  
M20 - PAID wi th numeral other than "3" .  

Shape R arity 

and Size Num ber 

M l 4  3 
M l 5-3/PAID encircled 5 

M l 5-sl PAI D/3 encircled 4 
M IS-curved or sl PAI D/3 unframed 4 

M l9-negative PAID in  3 9 
M20-PAI D/6 or equivalent 7 

M 20-PAID/ I O  or equivalent 7 



Rate Numerals - Vermont to Virginia; PAID & Numeral 

@) 3 3 ~ 3 
43 44 45 46 

42 

� a: @ (5) ~ 
47 48 

• j 
.Y 

49 50 5 1  

? I ( , , / 

./\r..l.<1 · v I 
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A stock style handstamp combining "PAID" and "3" used at many offices as rating 
mark and obliterator. 

/ . 

/ 

J 

The stock style was sometimes converted to a fancy rate mark by imposing a large 

"3" over " PAID,
" as in this example from Clappvil le, Mass. The "3" here is in 

outl ine. 

1 2 1  
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Tracing S hape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number 

D. PAID and Numeral (cont . )  

Cal ifornia 

Marysvi l le M20-25x22 P AI D/6 oval I O  

Connecticut 

Lebanon 2 M l4 -2 1  5 
New Bri ta in 3 M l 4-20 ( red) 7 
Torringford 4 M l 6- 1 8%x l 7 5 
West Hartford 5 M l 5- 1 8%x l 5% approx. (odd offset )  7 

Maine 

Balh 6 M l4-20 6 
Can ton Mi l ls M l 4  6 
El l sworth 7 M 1 6-20 approx. 9 
M i lo 8 M l 5- l l x l 7  approx. 6 
North Berwick 9 M l 9- l  l�x l 8  9 
Saco M l 7  (PAID 3)  5 
Sangervi l ie 1 0  M l 4-2 1 %  (red) 8 
S tevens Plai ns M l 4  (red) 7 

Massachusetts 

Andover M l 4  (green )  8 
Clappvi l le I I  M l6-2 H 2  9 
Danvers port 1 2  M l 5-20%x l 4% 6 
East Taunton M l4 5 
Fi tchburg 1 3  M 1 5-20% 5 
Harrison Square M l 4  (brown )  6 
I pswich 1 4  M I S- 1 9� 1 3� 5 
Ipswich 1 5  M 1 6- 2 l �x l 2% 6 
Lawrence M l4 5 
Lenox Furnace M l4 (green)  8 
Leomi nster 1 6  M l  5-3 1 %x l 8  5 
Ma ttapoisett  1 7  M l 4- 1 8 3 
Westborough 1 8  M l 6-22x l 5� 7 
West Needham M l 4  (red) 8 
Worcester M l 6  8 

Mississippi 

Brandon 1 9  M l  7-2 1  6 
Canton 20 M l S-2 1 7 

New Hampshire 

A l ton 2 1  M 1 7-29% 6 
Bath 22 M l4- 23% 6 
Center Sandwich 23 M l 9- 1 2%x20 9 



PAID and N umeral - California to New Hampshire 1 23 

. •  - �  

® � P�D ~ '• <l �/!)' � \�� 3 • 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

��/� PAID 3 cr; \� 0 1 2  

7 8 9 I O  1 1  
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� I D �� P.,,. I D  ® ' 3 3 3 
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@ • 3 c s  3 
1 8  1 9  20 22 23 

2 1  

Here the postmaster a t  Westmoreland Depot, N .  H . ,  has cut a negative "PAID" into a 

solid "3" to create one handstamp serving both as rate mark and obli terator. 
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Tracing Shape R arity 
Town Number and Size Number 

D. PAID and Numeral (cont. )  
New Hampshire (cont.) 

East Andover 24 M l5-20J.1 7 
Lyme M l 4  6 
New Hampton M I S  (green ) 8 
Orfordvi l le  25 M l 5- l 6x l 2  ( two forms ) 5 
Troy M l 4  4 
Westmoreland Depot 26 M l  9- l 0x l 5J.1 9 
Whi tefield M l4 4 
Winchester 27 M l  5- 1 9!/zx 1 2  4 

New York 

Ludingtonv i l le M l 4  5 
Norwich 28 M20- l 9J.1 8 
Pound R idge 29 M l 4-20 8 
Rome 30 M l8- 1 8  I O  
St i t tv i l le 3 1  M 2 1 -25J.1x9 I O  
Watertown 32 M l8- 1 8  9 
Westmoreland 33 M l 6-20 I O  

Ohio 

Charlestown 34 M l5- 1 9Yz 8 

Pennsylvania 

Bedford 35 M l 5- 1 8  4 
York M l 4  (green ) 8 

Rhode Island 

Peace Dale 36 M 1 4-20 4 
Tiverton M 1 4  ( red) 7 

Vermont 

Benn ington 37 M20- 1 9x l 3Yz " PAID/6" 7 

Bradford 38 M l6- 1 9Yz 1 0  
Brattleboro 39 M l 9- I OJ.1x l 2  9 
Bra tt leboro 40 M l 6- 1 9  9 
Jamaica M 1 5-unframed 6 
Larrabee's Point 4 1  M l4- 1 7Yz 5 

Newbury M I S  5 

Passumpsic 42 M 1 6-27 8 
South Craftsbury 43 M 1 8- 1 8  ( blue) 9 
Vershi re 44 M l 5-25 6 
Vershire 45 M l 6-22 (blue )  1 0  
West Charles ton 46 M 19- l 1 Yzx20 1 0  
West Randolph 47 M20-37x28Yz (red) 1 0  



PAID and N umeral - New Hampshire to Vermont 
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Oversize obli terator of West Randolph, Vt., with PAID/3 CTS within a shield embel

l ished with stars. 

1 25 
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E. FREE 
The use of the rating hands tamp FREE as a 

s tamp obl i terator was , of course, accidenta l ,  
since such use was a contradiction in  terms. 

This l is t ing does not i nclude the use of such 
hands tamps i n  the normal way on stampless 
mai l .  

Town 

Any town 
Brookvi l le, Md. 
Conway, N .H .  
Gouldsboro, Pa .  (pre-printed) 
Saratoga Springs, N . Y .  
Wakefield, R . I .  

FR £.£ &REE) 
2 

Tracing 
Number 

l -3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

(FREE) 
3 

FREE nm: 
5 

A FREE handstamp accidentally 
used at Conway, N .H . ,  on a 
Nesbitt envelope prepaying a 

single 3¢ rate. 

6 

�� ;f'L� �r
GP��wr · - di� 

Shape 
and S ize 

sl  
s l -22x6l7 
s l -2 l x6� 
sl -26x6� 
arc-25 

b-sl - l 6l7x6 

FREE 
4 

CF HEE) 
8 

Rarity 
Number 

2 
4 
4 
6 
4 
3 

A similar use of a boxed 

FREE to obliterate a 3¢ 
stamp at Wakefield, R.I. 



FREE; Without Numerals or Lettering - Categories 

Obliterators without N um era ls or 
Lettering 

Early philatel ic studies of postal markings 
principal ly had to do with "cancel la tions" ;  that 
is, the design of the marking tha t obli terated the 
stamp. Such i tems are st i l l  much i n  demand i f  
unusual and some command large premiums.  
Even the s impler ones , when used only a short 
time, s uch as the New York 13 bar square grid  i n  
red, are much sought after. The l i sting here i s  

1 27 

far from complete because i t  includes only those 
that have been ident i fied as to town of origi n ,  
and of  those on ly  the ones that  add significan t ly 
to the value of the stamp on cover. Many mark
ings whose ori gin is known are not l i s ted be
cause they are merely modi fica tions of common 
grids ,  bars or smudges. They add l i t t le, if any
thing, to value. 

The axe canceller of Coll insvi l le, Ct. 

The obli terators are grouped in categories ,  as 
fol lows:  

L I  

L2 
L3 
L4 
LS 

L6 

L7 
L8 

L9 
L I O  
L I  I 

L I 2 

- Approximately square grid, 
unframed. 

- Same, framed. 
- Rectangular grid, unframed. 
- Same, framed. 
- Extra large ci rcu lar grid (24mm 

and up) .  
- Extra large ova l or rectangu lar grid 

for cancel l ing two stamps. 
- Odd shaped or m odified grid. 
- Extra sma l l  ci rcu lar grid ( 1 2m m  or 

less ) .  
- Stock target .  
- Individual ly  made target .  
- Star (5  poin t un less otherwise 

s tated ) .  
- Encircled or  decorated s tar. 

L 1 3  - Groups of dots or dashes (2 1 mm 
and up) .  

L l 4  - Pinwheel or V's. 
L I S  - Triangle. 
L l 6  - Two bar cross . 
L l 7  - M u l ti -bar cross. 
L l 8  - Masonic emblem. 
L l9 - Odd Fel lows ' emblem . 
L20 - Lyre (sol id base ) .  
L2 l - Lyre ( two branch base ) .  
L22 - Flag. 
L23 - Patriot ic shield . 
L24 - Fancy ,  not otherwise classified. 

The number at the right of the " L" number 
indicates the approxi ma te signi fican t dimen
sion in mi l l imeters , such as the d iameter of a 
circle, side of a square, across points of a s tar ,  
etc. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

Any State 

L9 on imperforate s tamp 3 
L9 on perforated s tamp 

Alabama 

Mon lgomery I L2-20x23 4 
Tuscaloosa 2-5 L I  1 - 1 9  8 poin t  4 

California 

Bidwel ls Bar Sa L6-32x l 4  7 
Down iev i l le 6 L I  1 - 1 8  5 
Down ievi I le 7 L I  1 -2 1  5 
Downievi l le 8 L 1 2-24 5 H andmade. 

Downiev i l le 9 L 1 2-20 5 May be same 
as #6. 

Down ievi l le I O  L I 2-23\.'2 5 
Grass Val ley 1 1  L7-2 1 4 Rays. 
Knights Ferry 1 2  L24-28 5 
Marysv i l le 1 3  L I  7-20 5 
Marysvi l le 1 4  L I  3-27x2 I 5 
Marysv i l le  1 5  L6-37x l 8  4 
Marysv i l le  16  L24-20 9 
Marysv i l le 1 7  L I  1 -30 9 
M ichigan B luff 1 8  L6-29x20 6 
North Branch 1 9  L24- 1 9\.2 7 
Orovi l le 20 L l 3-22x20 4 
San Francisco 2 1  L6-37x24 7 
San Francisco L l - 1 8  1 0  Used on 

circulars. 
Sonora 22 L l 3-20 6 
S tockton 23 L22-4 l x24 9 Rays. B lue .  

Connecticut 

Canaan 24 L l 2- 1 8  6 
Canterbury 25 L7- l 7 3 

Central V i l lage 26 L I 0- 1 6  3 
Col l insvi l le 27 L24- I l x l 4  7 Axe. 
Col l insv i l le 28 L7- I 7 2 
Danbury 29 L J 0- 1 9 5 
Deep River 30 L7-20x22 5 
East W indsor Hi l l  3 1  L7- 1 8  3 
Greenvi l le  32 L3-20x5 3 
Hebron 33 L24- 1 6  3 
K i l l inswonh 34 L I 0-20 6 
Madison 35 L l 2-2 1  5 
New Haven 36 L 1 3-3 1 4 



Without N umerals or Lettering - Alabama to Connecticut 
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130 USPM - Cancelling Devices 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

Connecticut (cont.) 

Norwich 37 L l 4-28 l 
P lymouth Hol low 38 L23- l 6�x20 8 
P lymouth Hol low 39 L24-20 I O  
Portland 40 L l 2-24 6 
Pu tnam 4 1  L I  1 -20 5 
Putnam 42 L I 0- 1 7  4 
Putnam 43 L l 2-23x22 6 
Scotland 44 L7- 1 9  3 Not entirely 

traced. 
Tariffv i l le 45 L I -20x l 8  3 

Terry vil le 46 L I - I I 3 
Thompson 47 L24- 1 5�20 6 
West Haven 48 L22-20x l 3� 8 
West Haven 49 L24-6�x l 4  3 Paten t .  

Il l inois 

Aroma 50 L I  1 -2 1  5 
Barrington S tation 5 1  L l 4- 1 9  3 
Cottage H i l l  52 L7- 1 9  5 
Dudley 53 L3- 1 8x l 9  4 
Henry 54 L 1 7- 1 8  5 

Farmington 55 L23- l 9  8 

Geneva 56 L I 0- 1 9  3 
Geneva 57 L24-20 3 
LaSal le 58 L24-26 6 
Napervi l le 59 L22-2 1 9 
Napervi l le 60 L7-2 l 6 

Olney 61  L3- 1 4x l 8  3 
Oregon 62 L3- l 4�x l 4  3 
Rockford 63 L24 - 1 9  8 Swal low. 
Woosung 64 L7- 1 5  3 

Indiana 

Huntington 65 L24-25 5 
I ndianapol is 66 L I 0- 1 7  3 



Without N umerals or Lettering - Connecticut to Indiana 1 3 1  
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Cloverport, Ky. ,  as 

well as a homemade 

rimless townmark, 
used a rebus-l ike obli
terator, a clover leaf. 

Ttw t mnu ft t""·n r 

USPM - Cancelling Devices 

Encircled star from 

Portland, Conn. 

Patriotic shield from 

Burr Oak ,  Mich. 



Without Numerals or Lettering - Illustrations 

Segmented diamond 
from Paper  M i l l  

Village, N .  H.  

As the Civil War 
a p p r o a c h e d ,  t h e  
postmaster at Penn 
Haven, Pa . ,  made 
every cover a patriotic 

by using a flag can
celler. 

1 33 

The very large (32 mm) grid 
in double-lined circle from 

Bloomingburgh, 0. 

<!f:rl-�--cdc. �- � 

� ;£ _,__ r-
- - ' ______ __.. 



134 USPM - Cancel ling Devices 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Town Number and Size Number No tes 

Iowa 

Davenport 67 L24- 1 7  2 
Fai rport 68 LI 1 -20 (approx . )  8 
Grinnell 69 L24- 1 6x l 5  4 
Lybrand 70 L4- 1 3x l 9  4 
Maquoketa 7 1  L l 4- 1 9  4 
Mechanicsv i l ie 72 L24- 1 5  5 
Tipton 73 L l 4-22 4 
Vinton 74 L24-2 1 6 

Kansas 

Topeka 75 L I 0- 1 9  5 

Kentucky 

Cloverport 76 L24-clover-22x l 3Yz 6 
Louisv i l le 77 L l 4- 1 9  4 
Louisvi l le 78 L 1 4-23 4 
Russe l lv i l le 79 LI 4- 1 9  4 
Shelbyv i l le 80 L7- l I 2 
Shelbyv i l le 8 1  L24 - 1 2Yzx l 4  5 

Shelbyv i l le 82 L l 7-25 4 
Tompkinsvi l le 83 L22-2 l x l 4  9 

Maine 

Belfast 84 L24- 1 8  2 
Farmingdale  8 5  L7- 1 8  3 
Gorham 86 L24-2 1  4 
Mat tawamkeg 87 L l 3-23x l 6  3 
Mechanics Fal ls  88 L3-2 l x l 7  4 
Rock land 89 L24- 1 8x 1 9  5 
Sabaltacus 90 L I 7- 1 8 4 
Sou th ? 9 1  L7- 1 9  
South China 92 L5-25 4 
Turner 93 L I  1 - 1 9  4 
Weld 94 L l - 1 8x l 5  4 
West Bethel 95 L I 0- 1 5  4 Spira l .  



Without N umerals or Lettering - Iowa to Maine 
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95 

Very early flag obl i 
terator from Tomp
kinsville, Ky. 



1 36 USPM - Cancell ing Devices 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Town Number and Size Number Notes 

Maryland 

Annapol i s  96 L23- 1 2x 1 6  8 
Gran tsv i l le 97 L l 4-20 3 

Massachusetts 

Amherst 98 L l 4 -20 2 
Ashfield 99 L l - 1 9x l 6  4 
Ash field J OO L I - 26 6 
Ashland L24 9 Eagle. 
Barre I O I  L I 2- 1 2  5 

Blackstone 1 02 L23-20 7 
Canton 1 03 Lt- 1 5  3 
Chelsea 1 04 L I 0- 1 6  5 
Chelsea 1 05 LI 1 -20 4 
Chicopee 1 06 L l 8- 1 9  8 
Chicopee 1 07 LI 1 - 1 8  4 

Chicopee 1 08 L l 5- 1 3x l 4  4 
Clappvi l le  1 09 L I  1 - 1 9  5 
Clappvi l le 1 1 0 LI I -2 1 Yz 5 Blue. 
Cohasse l l  1 1 1  L I  1 - 1 6 5 

Danvers 1 1 2 L7- 1 6  2 

Danvers Centre 1 1 3 L I  1 - 1 8 5 B lue.  
En field 1 1 4 L l - 1 4 x l 2  2 
Freetown 1 1 5 L I 0- 1 8  3 
Foxboro 1 1 6 L5-? 3 
Glendale 1 1 7 L I  1 - 1 8  4 

Glendale 1 1 8 L I  1 - 1 9  7 Blue.  
Hal i fax 1 1 9 L I  1 - 1 8  5 
Housatonic 1 20 L I  1 - 1 6 4 
Joppa Vi l lage 1 2 1  L24 -6x l 4  7 
Joppa V i l lage 1 22 L24- 1 9  7 
Lawrence 1 23 L7- 1 9 I 

Leicester 1 24 L7 -22 2 
Leicester 1 25 L7-25x27 2 B lue. 
Lowel l  1 26 L7- 1 7  A wedge has 

been cut out 
of t his grid. 

Mi l l v i l le 1 27 L I  1 - 1 2  4 
Mi l lv i l le 128 L I 2- 1 7  5 
M i tt ineague 1 29 L I 8- 1 6  8 



Without N umerals or Lettering - Maryland to Massachusetts 

�� .J L  • .
r-. ,r --� 

96 97 98 99 

= r 
· ---· 
· ---
... --. 

1 00 
I O I  

�;;i � 
1 03 � � � * •  

1 06 1 07 

1 1 0 I I I  
" '' . . fJI . . . .. . ®) D • • • • •• • • • � 

. . . . . . --- .. . . .  . 
� ,- ,  . •. ,. , 

. . ... , .. • •••• • 
1 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 4 1 1 5 

1c * * 6 )( 
1 1 7 1 1 8 1 1 9 1 20 1 2 1  1 22 

. .. . .. 

� U • • u • •  
,, . .  , . . t11:� . . .  , . . lf � • • • • •• 
.. . . . . . ., ,,, 

- ·  . • . 
1 24 1 25 1 26 1 27 1 28 

1 37 

1 02 

1 09 

. .. . 
---

1 1 6 

,_ . . 
. . .  . ., . 

• • • • • •  
. . . . . "' . .. , . . .  - . ... . . . - . .  

. ' . . . " 
. . . . . .. 

' . . .. 
1 23 

1 29 

Masonic square and 
compass from Mit
tineague, Mass. 

' , 



138 USPM - Cancelling Devices 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

Massachusetts (cont . )  

Montague 1 30 L l - 1 7  3 
North Uxbridge 1 3 1  L7- I  7!6 4 B lue. 

Oakdale 1 32 L23- 1 9x25 7 
Salem 1 33 L7- 1 8 7•  Apparently 

pan of one 
handstamp 

with word 
PAID.  

Salem 1 34 L7- 1 7x l 6  2 
Sandisfield 1 35 L24 - I 7 1 0  Pig.  
Shelburne Fal l s 1 36 L24-27 3 

Shelburne Fal ls 1 37 L24- 1 8  7 S tag. Blue. 
South Gardner 1 38 LI 1 - 1 7  5 
South Gardner 1 39 LI 1 - 1 9 5 

South M i l ford 1 40 L24- I 7!6 4 
S tock bridge 1 4 1  L5-25 4 

West Cambridge 1 42 U- 1 5 3 
West G loucester 1 43 L7- 1 3  2 
West Hampton 1 44 L24- 1 7 6 Clover. 
Westboro 1 45 L7-20 2 
West New ton 1 4 6  L24-23 3 
Weston 1 47 L I  3- 1 4  3 B l ue.  

W i I I  iamsburgh 1 48  L l 2-20 6 
Worcester 1 49  LI 1 -20 4 
Worcester 1 50 LI 1 -27 6 
Worcester 1 5 1  L l 2- 1 8 4 
Worcester 1 52 L24- 1 6x l 9 4 Hourglass? 

Worces ter 1 53 Ll - 1 5x l 7  3 
Worcester 1 54 L7-21 2 
Worcester 1 55 L7-24 2 Bl ue, u l tra-

mari ne. 
Worcester 1 56 L7 - 1 6  2 
Worcester 1 57 L7-23 2 
Yarmou th port 1 58 L7- l 7 3 
Town un known 1 59 LI 1 - 1 2  3 



Without N umerals or Lettering - Massachusetts 
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A duplexed PAID and fancy circular obliterator of dotted spi rals, from Salem , Mass. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

Mich igan 

Burr Oak 1 60 L23- I0x l I 7 
Detroit 1 6 1 L l - 1 9 3 
East Saginaw 1 62 L7-2 1 3 
Grandv i l le 1 63 L I 2- 1 9  7 
Moun t Clemens 1 64 L I 3-23 3 

M innesota Territory and Sta te 

St. Paul ,  M.T. 1 65 L9- 1 8  2 
St i l lwater 1 66 L24 - 1 2  4 

M ississippi 

Camden 1 67 L I 6-26� 4 Measured 
across arms. 

Canton 1 68 L l 2-20 4 
Can ton 1 69 L24- 1 8  8 
Can ton 1 70 L l 2-2 1 7 
Canton 1 7 1  L24- 1 8x l 8  9 
Can ton 1 72 L I S-2 1 5 
Canton 1 73 L l 8-28x26 6 
Canton 1 74 L l6-20x25 5 
Canton 1 75 L l 6-5x24 3 
Canton 1 76 L20-20x24 8 
Canton 1 77 L2 l - 1 8x22 6 
Canton 1 78 LI 4- 1 6  5 
Canton 1 79 L l9-25x23� I O  
Cl in ton 1 80 L24 - 1 8  4 Rays or star. 
Woodvi l le 1 8 1  L24-26 3 

M issouri 

Granby 1 82 L l 4 - 1 8  3 

Canton, Miss. ,  lyre. 



Without N umerals or Lettering - Michigan to Missouri 
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Pine tree obli terator from Canton, Miss. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

New Hampshire 

Easl Lebanon 1 83 L l2-22 7 
Hamp Lon 1 84 L7- 1 7� 8 
H insdale 1 85 L I0-20 6 
Holderness 1 86 L I 8-2 1  8 
Lisbon 1 87 L5-24 4 
Marlow 1 88 L I  1 -23 5 
Mi l ton Mi l l s  1 89 L I  2- 1 4  4 
M unsonvi l le  1 90 L I  1 -20 6 
Nashua 1 9 1 L I - 1 6  4 
New Als tead 1 92 L I  1 -23 5 Blue. 
New Boston 1 93 L7-2 1 5 
New Bradford 1 94 L l 2- 1 8  4 Blue. 

Negalive 6 
poin t  s tar. 

New Ipswich 1 95 L l 4- 1 6  3 
Northampton Depot 1 96 L l 7 - 1 6  4 
Orford 1 97 L24-9x l 4  4 Red. 
Orford 1 98 L I 0- 1 6  5 
Paper M i l l  V i l lage 1 99 L7- 1 4x l 5  4 
P lymou th 200 L7-27 3 
Profi le House 20 1 L24- I 2x 1 5 8 Man 's 

head. 
Reed 's Ferry 202 L7- 1 5  4 
S loddard 203 L I 0- 1 4  4 
W i l mo t  Fial 204 L7-2 1 3 Blue. 

New Jersey 

Freehold 205 L I  1 -2 1  4 
Freehold 206 L l 4- 1 8  3 
Freehold 207 L l4-22 3 
Lawrencevi l le  208 L24- 1 4x l 5 3 
Marlboro 209 L I  1 -20 4 
Pemberton 2 1 0  L7-2 1 4 
Spotswood 2 1 1 L l 4- 1 8  4 
Timon Fal l s  2 1 2  L24- 1 6  4 



Without N umerals or Lettering - New Hampshire to New Jersey 
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Town 

Albany 
Aurora 
Aurora 
Balls Lon 
Bal l sLOn 
Bergen 
B leeker 
Bleeker 
Brasher Falls 
Brooklyn 
Canandaigua 

Candor 
Cannonsvi l le  
Carl i s le 
ChaLeaugay 
Chit tenango 

Clayton 
Conesus Centre 
Cuba 
Elm ira 
Elmira 

Esperance 

Gi lboa 
The G len 
Harlem 
Howel l s  Depol 
Knox Corners 
Leeds 

Elaborate design from Canton, 

Mass., incorporating odd fellows' 

l inks, crossed arrows and star. 

Tracing 
Number 

New York 

2 1 3  
2 1 4  
2 1 5  
2 1 6  
2 1 7  
2 1 8  
2 1 9  
220 
221  
222 
223 

224 
225 
226 
227 
228 

229 
230 
23 1 
232 
233 

234 

235 

236 
237 
238 
239 

I 
, .,..... 

USPM - Cancelling Devices 
Shape Rarity 

and Size Number Notes 

L7-22 
Ll 3-26 3 
L l - 1 5  3 

L l 4- 1 8  3 
L23- 1 7x l 9  8 Bl ue. 
L7- 1 8x l 6  3 

Ll -2 1 3 
L5-26 5 

L I  1 - 1 8  3 
L5-29 4 

L6-23x20 (approx . )  1 
L I 0-22 2 

L7- l l x2 1  3 
L7- 1 7x24 5 

LI 1 - 1 8 3 
L7 -23 (approx. ) 2 

LI 1 -27 6 
L22- 1 4x 1 2  9 

L24 - l  7 4 She l l .  
L7-20 2 

L l 8- 1 6  7 B lue, black . 

L l 2- 1 7  3 
L l - 1 3� 3 
LI 1 - 1 3  5 S Lar of David. 
L l 6-2 1 2 
L 1 4-914 2 
L7- 1 6� 2 

L7- 1 4x l 8  4 

• � '  : bn � �  
-'�����r {� I� 

fi,,,,, </',,vd %� 



2 1 3  

2 1 9  

2 1 4  2 1 5  

* 
220 22 1 

, 

� * 1 .  , -- -

... . 
•• � • •  

2 1 6  

/- - A I " � -\ 
\ � I ' , 

�- , 
222 

\\�1 
226 227 228 229 

233 234 

I, ·,,. , ,;. rJ .. ,,.,,_ 

.. .. . 
· - - · 
• • • •  
• • • •  

235 236 237 

. .  

Maltese cross from Elmira, N .  Y .  

� \11fTfiJ 
2 1 7 

223 

- - - -
c= ==s  

230 

� · · 
• • •  
• • •  

238 

145 

2 1 8  

224 

23 1 

239 



1 46 USPM - Cancelling Devices 

Tracing Shape Rarity 

Town Number and Size Number Notes 

New York (cont . )  

Lyons 240 L24- l 1 !6  3 
Lyons 24 1 L l5- 1 6x l 0  3 
Lyons 242 L7- 1 2  3 
Morr isania 243 L I 4- 1 9  4 
Moscow 244 L6-30x 1 8\.2 3 
Newark Val ley 245 L22-20 9 Red. 
New York 246 L l - 1 8  6 Red. 

New York 246 L l - 1 8  4 Black . 
New York 247 L l - 1 8  3 
North Shore 248 L22- 1 8  9 
Ohiov i l le 249 L7- l 7 3 
Oswego 250 L7-20 
Painted Post 25 1 L l 4-22 4 
Perry C i ty 252 L I0- 1 3  4 
Pompey 253 L3-20x2 1 \.2  3 Green. 
Portchester 254 L3-23x l 4  3 
Roxbury 255 L2- I 7x 1 8  2 
Rushvi l l e  256 L7- 1 6x l 0  3 
Sou th Richland 257 L l 4- 1 7  4 
South Livonia 258 L7- 1 5  5 
S ter Ii ng 259 L I 2- 1 6  6 
S tony Brook 260 L I 0- 1 2  5 
Summi t 26 1 L l l -2 1  5 
Suspension Bridge L23-? 6 
Taylor 262 L24- I O  5 
Trumansburgh 263 L I 0-22 6 
Un ion Springs 264 L l 2-20 5 
Westford 265 L l 9- 1 9  9 Encircled 

Odd Fel lows 
l inks .  

Wes t  Troy 266 L7- 1 8\.2 3 
Wi lson 267 L l 4-20 3 
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II 
240 

@ 
245 

25 1 

263 

• 
24 1 

@ 
252 

... * ,. .. ,, , , . .  : •li.1 11 \ �ll I II'  ... , . , , ,, ,. 242 
243 244 

� � # ·\\\\\� 
247 248 249 250 

..._..,, 
'P 

253 

259 

l l  1 1 1 1  � , �;:m1 
254 255 256 

® * @ 
260 26 1 262 

e 
265 

. . .. -

�$-�� _flff&� dli 

267 

Encircled Union shield, Conshohocken, Pa. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

North Carolina 

Scotland Neck 268 L7- 1 6  3 

Ohio 

Bel levue 269 L I  1 - 1 7  5 
Bloom ingburgh 270 L5-3 1 7 Green. 
Bloomingburgh 27 1 L l 4 - 1 4  5 
Clariden 272 L23-22 8 n t  
Columbus 273 L2-2 1  3 
East  Cleveland 274 L I  3- 1 7  4 
Farmers S tation 275 L24-20 6 
Geneva 276 L7-20 4 
Le Roy 277 LI 4- 1 8  4 
Loydsvi l le 278 L l 4- 1 5� 5 
Mason 279 L24- l l x l 4  8 Man in 

moon. 
North Lewisburg 280 L I 0- 1 7  5 
Salem 28 1  L I 0-20 5 
Salem 282 L24-2 1  4 
S t .  Marys 283 L l 4- 1 8  2 
Thompson 284 L l 7 - 1 7  4 
Toledo 285 L l 4 -22 3 
Watervi l le 286 L7- 1 9  4 
Westv i l le 287 L7-20 3 

Pennsylvania 

Academia 288 L l 2- l 2  5 
Archba ld 289 L l l -2 1  4 
Conshohocken 290 L23- l 7 7 
Conshohocken 29 1 L I0- 1 6  3 
East Smith field 292 L J6-2 1  4 
Freeburg 293 L7-20 2 
Gwynedd 294 L7-20x23 4 
Jersey Shore 295 L I  1 -2 1  4 
Jersey Shore 296 L9-2 1  3 
Kingston 297 L24-20x 1 3  5 
Laceyvi l le 298 L l 6-2 I x24 3 Precancel? 
Loveland 299 L24- 1 5x l 7� 5 Padlock . 
Muncy 300 L24- 1 5  4 
Penn Haven 30 1 L22- l 7x20 8 
Shirleysburg 302 L7- I  7x 1 2  4 
Troy 303 L7- 1 7  3 
Troy 304 L24- 1 9  3 
Tunkhannock L I  l ?  5 
Womelsdorf 305 L22- 1 6x l 9  8 



Without Numerals or Lettering - North Carolina to Pennsylvania 

•.• • * 5� �v� • ,..,,.... . .:.-.:-:.� \ �.!< �.. .. - · . - - •\ ,,,.�-. .... ... - - - -- - ·� .&.- - � · - � ,,,..,. 
268 269 , • •  -::.;::. -: .._.. 27 1 

_: :.:.:-_ _ _ �?ti ,_£.- . t)� 4 ��� - - . - - - . - 0 �� i 270 

: • . ��� - -. :: :·.: 00�\'\ O (13- ·., - - - - - -vooO ' - 276 

274 275 &t� � [ fFa'l) 282 � ... 
'� ll:'J * 283 

280 
28 1 ;e � 289 \$) 

290 
288 

~ 
296 297 

@ 

295 * � 119 
294 

300 30 1 

Man in the moon from Mason, 

Ohio. 

302 303 

1 49 . ' \ ! I l l IL . 

285 

273 

) 
279 

. 286 

292 �\· ., 293 .:- " ·� 

304 

'l \. L" ' ' I 
: \ ,, 
299 

305 

I { ' 
,...,., i__, a L 6. (. -4'f,.. c_ ( t , 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

Rhode Island 

Marlboro L I  1 - 1 8  4 
Providence 306 L I  1 - 1 7  5 
Wakefield 307 L7-8x l 2  2 

South Carolina 

Clinton 308 L23- 1 5x l 6  5 

Tennessee 

Elizabethton 309 L5-24 3 
Knoxvi l le  3 1 0  L7-23Yi 2 

Texas 

Fort Davis 3 1 1 L24 - 1 5Yi 8 
Hempstead 3 1 2  L I  1 -20 6 
McKinney 3 1 3  L I  1 -23 5 

Webberv i l l e  3 1 4  L7- 1 4x 1 6  3 

Texas or Tennessee 

Chapel Hi l l  3 1 5  L I  1 - 1 6  6 

Vermont 

Barre L I  I -? 4 

Barnard 3 1 6  L7- 1 9  3 

Barton Landing 3 1 7  L l l - 1 7  5 
Bel lows Fal ls 3 1 8  L3- l 7x l 6  2 
Lara bees Poin t  3 1 9  L l l -2 1  6 
Northfield L I  I - ? 4 

Northf ield 320 L l 2- 1 5  6 

Orwel l  32 1 L l 3-25x23 3 

Sai n t  Johnsbury 322 L24- l Ox 1 9Yi 8 Scarab. 
Sunderland 323 L l 6- l  7x23 7 
Thetford 324 L I 0- 1 5  4 

Westminster 325 L24-22 5 

Westminster 326 L l - 1 7  3 

Wi l l is ton 327 L I 8- 1 3x l 5  9 
Winooski  Fal ls  L7-26 4 



FREE; Without N umerals or Lettering - Rhode Island to Vermont 

306 307 

® * 
3 1  l 3 1 2  

� ll\ 1 1\J 
3 1 7  3 1 8  

324 
323 

308 

3 1 3  

"""9 
1-<. ' t  /(·� 

.If .... 
-� 6 ;) 

: n g  

325 

(; '9v 
, I 

3 1 4  3 1 5  

320 

• • • • •• • • •  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . 
• • • • . . . . . .  
• • • • • • • • •  
• • • • • • • • •  
. . . . . . . ..  

326 

V' ... 4 
� , .. , .- ·:- -- � -

Flag obli terator from West Haven, Ct. 

1 5 1  

3 1 0  

3 1 6  

322 

327 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number No tes 

Virginia 

Alexandria 328 L3- 1 3x l 9  2 
Buckhannon 329 L I4 - 1 8  3 
Catlett  330 L I  1 - 1 6 5 
Charlot tesvi l le  33 1 L I 2- 1 8  6 
Norfolk 332 L l  l - 1 1 5 nt 
Phi l l ippi 333 L7-20 4 
R ichmond 334 L5-27 4 
Sal t  Sulphur Springs L24-? 1 0  Locomo t ive . 

Winchester 335 LI 4-25 4 

Wisconsin 

Appleton 336 LI 2- 1 4  4 
Bri t is h  Hol low 337 L 7-20x 1 5!1 8 
East Troy 338, 339 L l 7- 1 7  4 
Mazomanie 340 L l 2- 1 9  6 B lue. 
Superior 34 1 L7-2 1 5 

State and Town Undetermined 

The fol lowing obl i tera tors have been seen on loose s tamps. Addi t iona l informa t ion is desired concerning 
them. No rar i ty numbers are assigned, pending con firmat ion that they are genuine and iden t i fi ca t ion of  the 
town where they were used. 

342-355 

Obliterators with Sundry Lettering 
This schedule comprises various obl iterators 

that contai n unusual lettering, not otherwise 
classi fied . 

N I  - Postmaster's in i tials .  
N2 - UNION,  plain or  i n  s tar .  
N3 - PO.  

Tracing 

Town Number 

Unidemi fied: 

Wording 

N4 - US. 

355 may be 
privately 
appl ied 

NS - USED & DONE FOR ,  I ' M  DONE,  
USED,  etc. 

N6 - Letters (script W, R ,  etc . ) .  
N 7  - Date appl i ed a s  o b l i t era tor .  

Shape 

and Size 

Rarity 

Num ber 

I I ' M  DO E (encircled) 5- 1 6  1 0  
2 U.S .  N4-22x 1 5  8 

Momh in i t ial  & day N7  3 

3 USED N5-b-22x7Yz 9 
4 PO ( in  octagon ) N6- 1 2x 1 1  8 

OK ( in  octagon)  N7 7 



FREE; Without Numerals or Lettering - Virginia to Wisconsin 

- . .  
• • • •  
- . " .. 
- · · ·  
.. . . .  
- • f .. 
. · - -

328 

334 

$ 
340 

346 

l:JD '1[7 
329 

'� � 

, �� 
335 

,,..- � 
,. . ·0 

, . ·. ., 
; . . . 
\ . . . ..  . .. . . 

• • • ' ., '· 
34 1 

. -. ·  
· -# ·  . ;:. .;.•.!• 

347 

* 
330 

·@ 
336 

�� �� 
342 

* 
348 

' * 
352 353 

IJ S 
2 

@ 
33 1 

• 
337 

343 

~ 
349 

, 
354 

(US ED) 
3 

1 53 

* ~ 
332 333 

338 339 

1lfJ ,,���)) 
344 345 

-

~ =;.r .. � 
- � 
�--� 

350 35 1 

-
355 

4 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number Wording and Size Num ber 

Alabama 

Eutaw 5 ] .  CHILES N l -22x29 9 

Connect icut 

Chester 6 UNION N2- 1 6x3Yi 6 
Chester 7 U NION N2- 1 5Yix4 (word on ly ) 7 
Fair Haven 8 USED AND DONE FOR N5- 1 7x l 8Yi 1 0  
Haddam US (ms) N4  2 

West Hartford 9 LB ( L. Buckland, pm) N l - 1 8x20 8 

I l l inois 

Galesburg 1 0  G N6- 1 0x l 4  6 

Louisiana 

Coushatte Chute 1 1  ST N 6-23 1 0 

Maine 

Danv i l le 1 2  Year date N7-o-29x23 3 

Maryland 

Chestertown 1 3  c N 6- 1 7  5 

Massachusetts 

Camon 1 4  CST (Caleb S .  Taft, pm) N l - 1 9  7 
Da l ton 1 5  s N6- 1 0x l 4  8 
Harrison Square 1 6  I .  FI E LD /PM N l -22 6 
Harrison Sq uare 1 7  I .  F I E L D  l -s l - 2 1 x 6  8 
Hatfield 1 8  34 (Said to be i n  honor N8- 1 6  8 

of 34t h Regiment )  
Weston 1 9  W ( scr ipt )  N6- 1 5x l 7 3 

M ichigan 

Th ree Rivers 20 US L T  I O N  and s t ar N2- 1 9  8 

New Jersey 

Oxford Furnace 2 1  F in  encircl ing 0 N6- l  5x2 I 5 

New York 

Bergen 22 J in gr id N 6-22!7 5 

Oxford 23 PO framed & reversed N 3- 1 7x l 3  7 
Rossv i l le 24 l lN ION N2-2 l x7 7 
Savannah 25 Month & da,· N7- l 9x5 2 
Scarsda le Year & date 7-o-29 3 

Pen nsylvania 

New Gal i lee 26 Mon t h  & day N7- 1 8  3 

Tennessee 

Wil l iamsport H N6 5 
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s 
1 5  

2 1  

5 

1 0  

1 6  

22 

UNIOM· 
6 

l l 

UNIONr=. 

7 

� 
I MAR ' 18.58 

12  
, - - - - - - - - , 
I I 

� :  
' ' 
L - -- - - - - - .., 

1 7  

UNlON 
23 24 

--------------�- -

1 8  

• 
8 9 

� � 

• • c • 
· 4 �· 

1 3  

1 9  

,·- - - - - - �  
I t I I 

. ·�\ : �,�� 14 : 
25 

1 4  

~ 
20 

C\ � 
26 

The Eutaw, Ala., postmaster designed a large shield obli terator that could cancel two stamps 

at once, and which contained his name, J(ames) Chiles. 
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Tow n 

Corpus Christi 

Passumpsic 
Shoreham 

Ki lbourn City 

© 
27 

Tracing 

Num hrr 

27 

28 

29 

Wording 

Texas 

C in circle 

Vermont 

R 
H in  circle 

Wisconsin 

R 
28 

&... d� _a _;,,.;-4>-_/ :  

The Bergen, N .  Y. ,  
obl iterator containing 
the letter "J ."  

4. t? , '  <L /-/7 " < ._ -;. 
// //' / /a,7P-' /'- . 

USPM - Cancelling Devices 
Sha pf' Rarity 

and Siu N u m bn 

N6- 1 5  6 

N6- 1 5x20 7 

N6 6 

6- 1 7  5 

The Hatfield star con· 

tains the numeral "34," 
said to honor the 34th 
R e g i m e n t  of M a s s .  
Volunteers. 



Route Agent Markings 

The laws authorizing the Postmas ter General 
lo enter into cont racts with steamboat and 
rai l road owners for transportation of the mails 
required that (on request of the Department )  
accommodations be provided on the sLeamboaL 
or rai l road for a special representat ive of the 
Department ,  cal led a "route agen l . "  Section 20 I 
of the 1 84 2  Regulations gives a short defini tion 
of the functions of route agen ts: 

Sec. 20 1 .  On Railroad and Steam boat routes, it  is 

the duty of Route agents - ! st .  To r eceive let ters 
writ ten after t h e  mail  has closed, and way letters 
unpaid or prepaid by stam ps; to mai l  and post bi l l  
said let ters, and d irect t hem t o  t h e  proper office for 

del ivery or distribution, and to report a l ist of a l l  

such let ters t o  t h e  contract office. 2d. T o  assort t h e  

m a i l s  for the  several offices, be i n g  ent rusted wi th  t h e  
key t o  t he i ron lock for t ha t  purpose. 3 d .  To a t tend to 
t he del ivery and recept ion of mai l  bags . . . .  

The "key to the i ron lock" refers to the local 
mail bags which were secured by an iron lock, 
as opposed to the through mai l  bags secured by 
a brass lock. The route agent sorted and placed 
in its proper local mail  bag a l l  mai l  handed to 
him along the route. This loose mai l could not 
be sorted and placed in  the through mai l bags 
s ince the route agent had no key Lo the locked 
through bags. The through bags moved direct ly 
wi thout being opened from post off ice to post 
office; only postmasters or postal employees at 
origin or destinat ion had keys to open them . 

Charles W. Remele, in his book Un ited Sta tes 
Railroad Postmarks 1837 to 1861 , has further 
descri bed the official s tatus of route agen ts and 
their markings: 

The rout e agen t ,  also known as a mai l agent ,  was 
an employee of the Post Office Depa rt men t . I t  was 

his duty to take charge of t he mails  on t he ra i lroad or 
steamboat route to which he was assigned. He 
received and del i vered ( l ocked ) pouched mail  at  the 
terminals  of the route and a l so at  way stat ions. 

Occasional l y  mail  came i n to his possession wi thout 

h aving first gone through a post office, and i t  was 

his duty, as the first postal employee receiving such 
m a i l ,  to postmark i t . If it was a stampless cover, he 
"rated " i t  just  as any other postal clerk wou ld do, 
and if it bore one or more s tamps.  he cancel led them. 

Here we have the origin of the great majority of 

rai lroad postmarks - on letters handed to route 
agents w i t hout having previously passed t h rough a 
post office. Such post marks are properly cal led 
"route agent marki ngs " .  Most of them are s imi lar to 

the circular townmarks of t he same period, t he 
handstamps no doubt havin g  been made by the  

same manufacturers. Occasional ly ,  though not 
usua l l y ,  route agen ts  used separate obl i terators, or 
" k i l lers " ,  to cancel t he stamps, such usage occuring 
i n  about 15 percent of the cases I have seen. In fre
q uen t ly ,  t he stamps were pen-cancel led, but  most of 

the time t he route agent mark ing i tself was used as a 

cancel ler. 

Thus , loose letters came into the possession 
of route agent s by being handed directly to them 
at rai l road stations or steamboat landings by 
persons who wanted Lo pos l their mai l direct ly 
on the train or steam boat after the mai l  at the 
post office was closed and the through mail  
bags locked . I n  addi tion, route agents received 
way letters handed to them a long the course of 
the rou te. As M r. Remele indicates, these let ters 
were postmarked wi th the route agent mark ing 
and were then locked in a local mail  bag and 
delivered to the appropriate post office on the 
route. Mail carried by s teamboat or ra i lroad 
that had been made up by a postmaster and 
deposi ted in the locked through mai l  bags w i l l ,  
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of course, bear on ly  L he normal lOwnmark of 
lhal poslmasler ' s  office. 

Railroad Route Agent Markings 

Leuers handed lo a rai l road rou le agem for 
pos l ing were official l y  en tered i n to the mai l by 
the appl icat ion of h i s  rou te agen t ' s  marking, 

and, in the case of stampless  ma i l ,  by ra t ing 
them.  A fter 1 852 route agents were not  per
m i t ted lO accept s tampless mai l  prepa id in cash .  

There was  no un i formly  appl ied ru le  as to  the 
wording to be used i n  these marks. The word
ing normal l y  i ncludes the  name of the  rai l road 
ei ther in ful l  or i n  abbrev iated form,  or t he 

termi nals of the route. 

USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Un ited States Railroad Postmarks 1837 to 
1861 by C. W. Remele, publ ished in  1 958 ,  i s  an 
excel lent  source of background and reference 
material  on the rai l road rou tes inc luded in th i s  
schedule .  H owever , t he most complete and up
lo-date catalogue of t hese markings is The U.S. 

Transit Mark ings Catalog by Charles L. Towle,  

publ i shed by t he Mobi le Post  Office Society ,  
5030 Aspen Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 6 8 1 57 .  

E very rai l road route agen t mark ing used 
dur ing th i s  period wh ich has come to the 
compi ler 's a t tent ion,  whether manuscr ipt  or 
handstam ped, i s  l i sted in t h is schedu le. They 

are a l l  scarce; many are q u i te rare. 

Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

ALA. & TEN .  R IV. R . R. /D c-33!7 8 
ALA. & TEN.  R IV .  R .R ./D 2 c-34!7 8 
ALBy. & BUFFALO R . R./D 3 c-3 1 6 Blue. 
ALBy. & BUFFALO R . R./D 4 c-3 1 Yi 5 B lue, black. 

ALBy. & BU FFALO R .R ./D 5 c-32 5 B lue, black. 

ALBy. & BUFFALO R.R ./D 6 c-3 1 5 
ALBy. & BUFFALO R .R ./D 7 c-3 1 6 B lue, black. 
ALBy. & BUFFALO R . R ./D 8 c-3 1 6 Blue. 
ALBANY,  CAST. & R UTLAND R. R. /D 9 c-37 9 
ALBANY & R UTLAND/D/R. R. I O  c-33 8 Red, black. No serifs. 

ALBANY & RUTLAND/D/R. R. 1 1  c-32 8 Red, black, W i th serifs. 
ALBy & RUTLAND/D/R .R .  1 2  c-32 8 
ALEX� & ORANGE/D/R .R . 1 3  c-32 8 Red, black. 
Androscoggin R .R. M (Maine)/D 1 4  ms 7 
A & M. R . R ./D 1 5  ms 6 Atlan ta & 

Montgomery R . R .  
A & St  L R  RID 1 6  ms 8 At lantic & S t. 

Lawrence R .R .  
ATLANTIC & S� L./D/R .R . 1 7 c-32 7 Blue,  black. 
ATLANTIC & ST. LAWR ENCE/D/R. R. 1 8  c-32 8 
A & S'. L. & A .  & KENBk R. R./D 1 9  c-32 6 B lue. 

N & S'. L & A'.1 & K�/D/R . R. 20 c-32 6 B lack, grey-blue. 
AUGUSTA & ATLANTA R. R. /D 2 1  c-3 1 !7 7 Red, blue, black . 
AUGUSTA & ATLANTA R . R ./D 22 c-33!7 7 Black , grey green, green. 



Railroad - Ala. & Ten. to Augusta & At lanta 1 59 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 

1 0  1 1  1 2  
9 

; . . ft 
� 1 . .  

1 5  

2 1  

20 
22 
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Wording 

AUGUSTA & ATLANTA R . R. /D 
AURORA EXTEN'." R. R./D 
BALTIMORE R . R 
BALTI MORE/D/RAI L  ROAD 
BAL TIMORE/D/RAIL RD 
BAL T & OHIO/D/RAIL R� 

BAL T & OHIO/D/RAIL R� 

BAL
'. & OHIO/D/R .R . 

BAL T. & OHIO R . R ./D 
BALT. & OHIO R . R ./D 
BLT & OHIO R.R . /D/Md 
BALT & OHIO/D/RAILROAD 

BALTIMORE & OHIO/D/R. R . 
BALTIMORE & OHIO/D/R. R . 
BAL TIM ORE & OHIO/D/R . R. 
(BALT)E & PHILA. R . R  . .  D 
B. & S. R R ID 

BAL TP & SUSQ.H R .R ./D 
BAL� & SUSQUEHANNA/D/R.R . 
BALTIMORE & WASH IN GTON/D/R.R . 
BEAVER MEADOW R. R./D 

BELLEFONTAINE & IND IANA/D/R. R . 

BELLEFONTAINE & INDIANA/D/R.R . 
Belvidere Del .  R R/D 
BELVIDE R E  DELA� R .R . /D /N.J 

Tracing 

Number 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
3 1  
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

40 
4 1  
42 
43 

44 
45 
46 
47 

USPM - Route Agent Markings 
S h ape R arity 

and S ize N u m ber Notes 

c-32Yz 8 B lue. 
c-30 9 

s l -47x4 5 Red, black. 
c-29\.2 5 B lue. 
c-30 6 Blue, black .  

c-29Yz 5 Blue, black. 
c-30 5 
c-33 6 B lue. black. 

c-30\.2 6 B lue. 
c-30\.2 7 
c-30 7 
c-30 6 B lue. 

c-32Yz 7 
c-32 7 
c-3 1 \.? 7 
c-30 8 
ms 5 Balt imore & Susquehanna 

R .R .  
c-34 8 B lue. 
c-3 1 8 B lue, black. 
c-32 1 0  
c-36Yz I O  

c-32 8 
c-32 8 
ms 5 Belv idere Delaware R .R .  

c-30 9 

Combination Belvidere Delaware RR route agent marking and Lambertville station agent 

marking on this road. Such combinations are very rare. 



Railroad - Augusta & Atlanta to Belvidere Del .  

44 

<\fl /, . .  ' "-' 

� MAY ::0 
(!) 4 . ..b 

.A{ J .  33 

45 

1 6 1  

47 



1 62 

Wording 

BELVIDERE.DELAE R R/D/N J 
BOSTON & ALBANY R. R ./D 
BOSTON & ALBANY R. R ./D 
BOSTON & ALBANY /D/R. R. 
BOSTON & BURLINGTON R RID 
BOSTON & BURLI NGTON/D/R.R .  
BOSTON & FALL, RIVER/D/R. R . 
BOSTON & FICHBURG.R . R./D 
BOSTON & F ITCHBUR G. R .R . /D 
BOSTON & M AINE R . R . /D 
BOSTON & MAINE R . R . /D 
BOSTON & MAINE R .R ./D 
BOSTON & PROVI DENCE R. R . /D 
BUFFALO. CORNING & N . Y . /D/R. R. 
B UFFALO & E R IE/D/R . R. 
BUFFALO & ER IE /D/R .R . 
BUFFALO & N.Y .  CITY/D/R. R. 

BUFFALO & N . Y. CITY/D/R . R. 

BUFFALO & N.Y.  CITY/D/R. R . 
BUREAU VALLEY R .R . /D 
BURLINGTON & MO.  R .R ./D 
CANAL RAIL ROAD/D 
CANANDAIGUA & YOUNGSTOWN/D/R. R. 

Cleveland & Pitts.�g R.R. post
mark on Nesbitt envelope. 

Tracing S hape 
Number and Size 

48 c-30 
49 c-29!1 
50 c-30!1 
5 1  c-32 
52 c-38 
53 c-32 
54 c-32 
55 c-32!1 
56 c-32� 

57 c-34 
58 c-32 
59 c-32 
60 c-37 
6 1  c-32!1 
62 c-32 
63 c-32� 
64 c-32 

65 c-29 

66 c-32 
67 c-30 
68 c-35 
69 c-34 
70 c-32 

USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Rarity 

Number Notes 

9 
4 
4 Red, black. 
6 
8 
8 B lue, black. 
5 Red. 
7 B lue, black. 
5 B lue, black. 

5 Red, blue, black. 
5 B lue, black. 
5 B l ue, black. 
8 
8 Blue, black. 
7 B lue, u l lramarine & black. 
7 Blue, black. 
7 Red, blue, �lack, 

u l lramarine & green. 
8 R imless: red, blue, black, 

u l lramarine & green. 
7 B lack , blue. 
1 0  
9 
9 
9 B lue. 

Clev & Pitts. R.R. T.B� marking 
tying 3¢ to fancy advertising 
envelope of New Philadelphia, 
Ohio, factory. 



Railroad - Belvidere Del. to Canandaigua & Youngstown 1 63 

68 69 



164 

Tracing 

Wording N u m ber 

C. VINCE NT & ROME/D/R.R . 7 1  
CATA. WMSP . & ELMA. R . R. /D 72 
CATA. WMSP.  & ELMIRA R . R ./D 73 
CA YUGA & SUSQ!1 R .R ./D 74 
CA YUGA & SUSQH .  R .R ./D 75 
CENTRAL R. R ./D 76 
CENTRAL R . R./D/N .J .  77 
CENTRAL OHIO/D/R .R . 78 
C & S C  R RID 79 

CHAR LOTTE & S .C.R .R ./D 80 
CHEMUNG R. R ./D/N . Y . 8 1 
C?& D'.'AIR LINE R . R ./D 82 
CHICAGO & GALENA l JN ION/D/R. R . 83 
CHICAGO & M I LWK. R .R./D 84 
CHICAGO & MISS. R .R ./msD 85 
CHICAGO & MISS/DIR. R. 86 
CHICAGO & ROCK Id.  R . R. I l l .  87 
CHICAGO & ROCK ISLAND/D/R. R. 88 
CHI .  ST. P. & F. D U LAC R . R./D 89 
CINCI N NATI,  C. & C. /D/R . R . 90 
CINCIN NATI, C. & C./O/R.R . 9 1  
CINCI NNATI , C. & C./D/R. R. 92 
CINCIN NATI 0./AND/NEW CASTLE/D 93 
CINT! HAM I LTON & DAYTON/D/R. R . 94 

S hape 

and S ize 

c-32 
c-30Yz 
c-35Yz 
c-33 
c-33Yz 
c-34 
c-3 1 
c-32 

m s  

c-30 
c-33 
c-30 
c-32 
c-36 

s l -38x2Yz 
c-32 

c-29Yz 
c-32 
c-34 

c-30Yz 
c-3 1 

c-3 I Yz  
c-30 
c-32 

USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Ra rity 

N u m ber Notes 

7 Red. black. 
9 Blue. 
9 Blue. 

8 Red, black. 
8 
9 
9 
9 
5 Charlotte & South 

Carol ina R .R .  
8 
9 
9 
9 
1 0  
I O  Dark blue. 
8 Red. 
I O  Red. 
I O  R..ed. 
9 Grey-green, black. 
7 
7 
8 
1 0  Red. 
9 Blue. 

Straight l ine PHILAD;\ RAIL

ROAD on unpaid cover. 

,,,t;.L�"""'�4�ip....-.,..�...,...---....,,..,.....,.......,.-: __ :--...._,,_.,.,,..,_ ' 

Circular PHILAD.A RAILROAD 
on unpaid cover. 



Railroad - C. Vincent & Rome to Cint. Hamilton & Dayton 165 

79 

CHICAGO & MIS.S. R. R 

,,,u,7 (F 

9 1  92 93 
94 



166 

Tracing 

Wording Number 

CIN.  H ILLSB. & CHI LL R . R./D/O 95 
CLEVELAND & ER IE/D/R. R. 96 
CLEVELA N D  & ER IE/D/R . R. 97 

CLEVELA N D  & MAH.  R.R./D 98 
C. P. & A. R .R./D 99 

CLEVELAND & PITTSB. R . R. /D 1 00 
CLEVELAND & PITTs':l.'JD/R.R . I O I 
CLEVELAND & PITTS�/D/R.R . 1 02 
CLEV & P ITTS. R .R .  T. B�/D 1 03 
CLEVELAND & SANDUSKY /D/R. R. 1 04 

CLEVE. & TOLEDO R . R ./D 1 05 
C.Z. & C.R .R ./D/Oh io 1 06 
CLEV.  ZANSV. & CI NI .  R . R. /D 1 07 

COLUM BIA & PIQUA & INDA. /D/R. R. 1 08 
C & M R  R/D 1 09 
CONCORD & MONTREAL R .R ./D I I O  
CONCORD & MONTREAL/ D/R. R. 1 1 1  

Conn R R  RI D 1 1 2 

CON N .  R IVER/D/R .R . 1 1 3 

CUMB. VALLEY R .R ./D 1 1 4 

DANBURY & NORWALK/D/R. R . 1 1 5 

Connecticut River R.R.  

S hape 

a n d  S ize 

c-30 
c- 32 

c-32 

c-34 
ms 

c-36 
c-33 

c-32\.1! 
c-33\.1! 
c-32 

c-36� 
c-34 

c-35\.1! 

c-32 

ms 
c-34 

c-32Y:! 
m s  

c-3 1 Y:! 

c-34 

c-32 

USPM - Route Agent Mark ings 

R a rity 

N u m bf'r No tes 

I O  
7 Blue, black. 
7 B lue, black. 
1 0  
5 Cleveland, Painesv i l l e  

& Ashtabula R .R .  
7 
7 

6 
9 
9 

9 
9 
1 0  

9 
5 Concord & Montreal R .R .  

5 B lue, black. 
7 Blue. 
5 
9 

8 

8 

Kentucky Central R.R. on bui lder's 

seraphic corner card. 



Railroad - Cin. Hillsb. & Chil l .  to Danbury & Norwalk 167 

1 1  l l l 3 l l 4 1 1 5 



168 

Tracing 

Wording N u m ber 

D AYTO N & M ICH I G A N R . R . /D 1 1 6 

DETROIT & M I LKE . R . R .! D  1 1 7 

DETROIT & M I LKE . R . W ./ D 1 1 8 

DETROIT & TO LE DO Br.  R . R . / D 1 1 9 

D U BUQU E & PACI FIC R . R./ D 1 20 

D U B U QUE & PACI FI C/ D/ R . R .  1 2 1  

D U B UQU E & W ES .  R . R . / D  1 22 

EAST TENN ESSEE & G EO R G I A/ D . R . R . 1 23 

E. T. & G . / D/ R . R . 1 24 

EAST TE N ESSEE & Va.  R . R . / D 1 25 

EAST E R N R . R ./ D 1 26 

E AST E R N  R . R ./ D 1 27 

EAST E R N  R . R . /D/ M s. 1 28 

EATON & H A M I L  T O N / D/ R . R . 1 29 
E V A N SV I L L E  & V I N C E N N ES/ D/ R . R .  1 30 
FLO R I D A  R . R . / D  1 3 1  

FOX R I V E R  VALLEY R . R ./ D 1 32 

GALE N A  & CH I CAGO U N IO N / D/ R . R . 1 33 

G R E AT W ESTE R N  R . R ./ D/ I LL.  1 34 
G R E AT. W E ST E R N R . R ./ D 1 35 

GREENVI LLE & COLU M BI A/ D/ R . R . 1 36 

G R E E N V I LLE & COLU M BI A/D/ R . R . 1 37 

G R E E N V I LLE & M IA M l/ D/ R . R . 1 38 

H AR LE M R . R ./ D/ N . Y . 1 39 

S hapr 

a n d  S iz.r 

c-37 

c-35 

c-35 

c-36 

c-36 

c-2.1 

c -26 

c-3 2  

c-32 

c-35 

c-32 

c-32 

c-34 

c-32 
c-32 

c-33 

c-3312  

c-3 1 Yi 
c-30 
c -33 

c-33 

c-32 

c-32 

c-35 

USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Ra rity 

Num ber Not rs 

1 0  

9 

9 

9 

8 

1 0  

9 

8 

8 

9 

4 

4 
5 

1 0  
9 
1 0  

9 

9 

8 
9 
6 

6 

9 

7 

B l ue . 

B l ue, black. 

Red, blue, black. 

B l ue, black. 

B l ue. 

B l ue, black.  

B l ue.  blac k .  
B l ue. 

Red ,  black.  

Red. black. 

Michigan C. R.R. on cover to 
Detroit .  

�----- - - __ _ _____ __._ 

Mic. Central R .R. mark

ing. Stamp obliterated by 

unusual open grid. 



Railroad - Dayton & Michigan to Harlem 1 69 

1 1 7 

1 37 1 38 1 39 



1 70 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

H.P. & F .  R .R./D 1 40 s 1 -4 I !1x5!1 I O  Red. 
HEM PFIELD R. R./D 1 4 1  c-35 1 0  

HOUSATONIC R .R ./D 1 42 c-32Yi 5 

HOUSATON IC R .R ./D 1 43 c-34 5 Red, bro\Vn.  green, b lack. 
HUDSON RIVE R/D/R .R . 1 44 c-30 7 Red, black. 
H U DSO RIVER MAI L/ D/N . Y .  1 45 c-34 8 Red, bl ue. N ole I .  
. ILLINOIS CENTRAL R .R ./D 1 46 c-30 9 
ILL� CENTRAL R .R ./D 1 47 c-29Yi 9 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL R .R. EA. BR.ID 1 48 c-35Yi 9 Blue. 
ILL CENTRAL R .R .E . B./D 1 49 c-29Yi 8 Blue, black. 
I N D. CENTRAL R . R ./D 1 50 c-30Yi 1 0  

INDIANOPOLIS & BELLEFONTAINE/D/R.R. 1 5 1  c-3 1 �� 9 
INDIANAPOLIS  & CI NCI N NATl/D/R .R . 1 52 c-32 9 Blue, black. 
INDIANAPOLIS & CI NCINNATl/D/R . R . 1 53 c-32 9 
I NDIANAPOLIS & P ERU/D/R .R . 1 54 c-3 1 Yi 1 0  

IND.  P ITTS. & CLEV. R . R./D 1 55 c-35 9 
INDIANAPOLIS & RICHMOND/D/R.R . 1 56 c-32 7 B lue, black. 
I RON MOUNTAIN R .R ./D 1 57 c-36 1 0  

JEFFERSONVILLE & COLUM BUS/D/R. R. 1 58 c-32!1 1 0  

KENK & PORT0 R.R./D/ME.  1 59 c-30 7 

KENK & PORT� R .R./D/ME 1 60 c-3 1 7 

KENEBECK & PORTLAND/D/R .R. 1 6 1  c-33 6 
KENB.  & PORTLAND R .R ./D 1 62 c-35 8 Blue, black. 
KENTUCKY. CENTRA L  R . R ./D 1 63 c-34 8 

I .  A lso known as a waterway marking prior to ra i l road con tract. 

Hudson River R.R. 



Railroad - H. P. & F. to Kentucky Central 

H P .. .. F r 1 
. . ' ' . ' 
� _3 1 40 

1 56 

� Sc p 
< 
UJ � 

1 60 

1 6 1  

1 7 1  

1 44 

1 62 1 63 



1 72 

Tracing 
Wording N u m ber 

KENTUCKY CENTRA L  R .R ./D 1 64 
LACK� & WESTERN/D/R.R . 1 65 
LA CROSSE & MILWK. R .R./D 1 66 
L & I .  R.R .  I nd/D 1 67 

LEBA O N  VALLEY R . R . /D 1 68 
LEBANON VALLEY/D/ R . R . 1 69 
LEEDS & FARM INGTON/D/R.R . 1 70 
LEHIGH VALLEY R . R./ D 1 7 1  
LEXINGTON & COVINGTON/O/R.R . 1 72 
LITTLE M . X .  & C. R .R ./D/O 1 73 
LITTLE MIAMI R .R ./ D  1 74 
LITTLE M IAMI/D/R. R . 1 75 
LONG ISLAN D R .R ./D 1 76 
LONG ISLA N D  R . R ./ D 1 77 
LOU ISA-R.  R O A D/ D/Va . 1 78 
LO UISV I LLE & FRAN KFORT/ D/R . R .  1 79 
LOUISVI LLE & LEXI NGTON/D/R.R. 1 80 
Macon & Momgomery R RID 1 8 1  
MACON & M ONTGO M ERY R . R . / D 1 82 
MAD R I V .  & LAK. E R I E  R . R . / D  1 83 
M AD R I V. & LAK. E R I E  R . R . /D 1 84 
MAD RIVER & L. ERIE  R . R./D 1 85 

Lexington & Covington R.R. 

Shape 
and S ize 

c-34 
c-32 

c-34 
ms 

c-34 
c-24Yi 
c-32 
c-36 
c-32 • 

c-30 

c-32 

c-32Yi 

c-34 
c-33Yi 
c-30 
c-32 
c-32 
ms 

c -37 
c-33 
c-34 
c-35 

USPM - Route Agent Mark ings 

R a rity 
N u m bf'T Noles 

8 
9 U l lramarine,  black. 
9 
6 Lafayette & I n d ianapo l i s  

R.R . . I nd .  
6 
8 
I O  
9 
9 
1 0  B lue. 
7 Red. 
9 Red. 
5 Red ,  u l lramari ne, b lack. 
5 
9 
8 
7 Red,  b lack . 
6 
1 0  Blue. 
7 B l ue. green . 
7 B l ue, black. 
I O  

Embossed corner card o f  Pacific 

R.R. used at St. Louis. 



Railroad - Kentucky Central to Mad River & L. Erie 1 73 

1 69 

1 82 1 84 



1 74 USPM - Route Agent Mark ings 

Tracing S hape R arity 
Wording Nu mber and S ize Number Notes 

M.R. & L.E ./DIR .R . 1 86 c-3 1 Yi 1 0  
MAD ISON & I N DNPLS R .R ./D 1 87 c-33 6 Red, black. 
MADISON & INDNPLS R .R ./D 1 88 c-32 6 Blue, red, black. 
MADISON & I NDIANAIDIR . R . 1 89 c-32 6 B lue, black. 
MANASSAS GAP/D/R .R . 1 90 c-30Yi 1 0  Red. 
M. & C R  R ID 1 9 1  ms 7 Mariet ta & Cincinnati R .R .  
M & C R  RID 1 92 ms 5 Memphis & Char les ton 

R . R .  
M & C R  RID 1 93 ms s Memphis & Charleston 

R .R .  
M IC. CENTRAL R . R ./D/Mic. 1 94 c-34 6 Blue, black. 
M IC. CENTRAL R .R ./DI Mic 1 95 c-34 6 B lue, black. 

M IC. CENTR AL R .R ./D/Mic. 1 96 c-34Yi 8 
MICHIGAN . C. IDIR .R . 1 97 c-3212 8 B lue. black. 
M ICH . SOUTHERN/D/R .R . 1 98 c-32Yi 6 Blue. 
M ICH . SOUTHERN/R .R . 1 99 c-32Yi 6 B lue, black.  
M ICH. SOUTHE R NI DIR .R . 200 c-3 1 Yi 7 Blue. 

M ICHIGAN SOUTHERN R. R./D 20 1 c-36 9 B lue. 
M ILWKE.  & DETROIT R .R ./D 202 c-34 8 
M I LWK. & HORICON.  R .R ./D 203 c-33Yi 9 
M I LWKE & LACROSSE R . R./D 204 c-33Y, 1 0  
M .  & M .R .R ./D 205 ms 6 M i lwaukee & M issi ssippi 

R .R .  

M I L. & M ISS. R .R ./D 206 c-34 9 
M ILW. & M ISS. R . R ./DIWIS .  207 c-30 9 B lue, black.  

Very rare combination of two rai lroad route agent markings on one cover: Indianapolis & 
Richmond R.R. (a terminal marking of Indiana Central R.R.) ;  and Madison & Indiana R.R. 



Railroad - M. R. & L. E. to Milw. & Miss. 1 75 

204 



1 76 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

M ILWAU KIE & M I SS.  R .R ./ D 208 r-36 9 
M & M R . R./D 209 ms 5 M ississippi & M issouri 

R .R .  

M iss & Ten R RID 2 1 0  m s  7 M iss iss ippi & 
Ten n essee R . R. 

MOBILE & OHIO R . R .  D 2 1 1 c-33 1 0  
MONTREAL & CONCORD R .R .  2 1 2  c-34 9 
MORRIS & ESSEX/D/R .R . 2 1 3  c-3 l 6 
MORRIS  & ESSEX/D/R .R . 2 1 4  c-32� 6 
Nash . & C. R .R ./D 2 1 5  ms 5 Nashv i l le & Chauanooga 

R .R .  
NASHV. & CHATA. R .R ./D/TEN.  2 1 6  c-29 1 0  
N AUGATUCK R . R ./D 2 1 7  c-33 7 
NEW ALBANY & SALEM/D/R.R . 2 1 8  c-32 l O  Red. 
N .H .  & BELLOWS FALLS/D/R. R . 2 1 9  c-32 7 
NEW HAVEN & BELLOWS FALLS/D/R.R . 220 c-33 7 
N. HAV. & BELLOWS FALLS R. R./D 22 1 c-36 8 
N. HAVEN & GREENFIELD R. R./D 222 c-30 6 
N .  HAVEN & N. LONDON/D/R .R. 223 c-32 7 
N. HAVEN & SPR INGFIELD R . R./D 224 c-34 9 
N. HAVEN & SPR INGFIELD R/D 225 c-34 8 Red. 
N L  W & P R  R/D 226 ms 5 New London, 

W i l l imantic & 

Palmer R . R .  

N EW LONDON. W & P/D/R .R. 227 c-32 8 U l tramarine, black. 

i 

J 
Morris & Essex R.R. marking on envelope with corner card of a New Jersey health 

spa. 



Railroad - Milwaukie & Miss. to New London, W. & P.  1 77 

2 1 2  2 1 3  2 1 4  

2 1 6  2 1 7  2 1 8  

2 1 9  222 22 1 

223 224 



1 78 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

N O J & G N R R  228 , 229 ms 7 New Orleans, Jackson & 
Great Northern R .R .  

N .O.J . & G .N .  R .R ./D 230 c-34 9 
N .  0 . ] .  & GREAT NO. R .R ./D 23 1 c-36 9 
N .  0. JACKSON & G . . .  R .R ./D c-34� 9 Exact wording uncertain.  

.Y .  & BOSTON STM B. & R .R . R./D 232 c-36 5 
N .Y .  & BOSTON STMB.  & R .R . R./D 233 c-36 6 
N . Y .  & BOSTON STMB.  & R .R .R ./D 234 c-37 5 
N .Y .  & ERIE R .  ROAD/D 235 c-29� 7 
N EW YORK & ERIE R .R./D 236 c-32� 6 
NEW YORK & ERIE R .R./D 237 c-33 6 
NEW YORK & ERIE R.R./D 238 c-33� 6 B lue. 
N EW. YORK & ERIE/DIR R 239 c-32 6 Red. 
N -Y  & ERIE /D/R . R .  240 c-33 8 Red, black. 
N. YORK & ERIE R .R./D 24 1 c -30 8 
N .  YORK & ERIE R .R ./D 242 c-33 8 
N .  YORK & ERIE R .R./D/N .Y .  243 c-33� 8 B lue, b lack, red. 
NEW YORK & ERIE R RID 244 c-32 9 Yel low-gold. 
N. YORK & ERIE  R .R./D 245 c-37 8 
N .  YORK & H ARLEM R .R./D 246 c-33 7 Red, b lack. 
N. YORK & N. HAVEN R . R./D 247 c-32 5 Red, magenta,  black .  
N.  YORK & N .  HAVEN/D/Yr/R .R. 248 c-33 8 
N .  YOR K  & N .  HAVEN/D/Yr/R .R. 249 c-29 6 Rimless. 
N Y & Ph i l  R . R .  250 ms 5 

Millville, 

N. Y.  & Boston Steamboat & R. R.R. marking. This was used on the combination rail and 
steamer route between New York and Boston via Stonington, Conn. ,  and Providence, R.I .  



Railroad - N .  0. J. & G. N .  to N .  Y. & Phil .  1 79 �/9;7 �� /YQir�.f/f?/f 
& 228 /�,J:Z 229 � /4 

� ·  r;. -p 
o � 1  ·z 

· 1 nr 
:1> 11 ·� 

247 248 249 250 



180 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and S ize Number Notes 

NEW YORK & PHILA R .R./D 25 1 c-30 4 Red, black. 
NEW YORK & PHILA R.R./D 252 c-32 4 
N EW YORK & PHILA. R .R./D 253 c-29� 7 
N .  YORK & PHILA. R .R ./D 254 c-33 6 Red, black. 
N .  YORK & PHIL. R .R ./D 255 c-33� 8 
N EW. YORK & PHIL� R. R./D 256 c-29 4 
N EW YORK & PHILA.  R .R ./D 257 c-30 8 Red, black. 
N C Rail Road/D 258 ms 6 North Carolina R .R .  
N .  CAROLINA R .R ./D 259 c-34 8 
NO� CAR� R� R1?/D/N.C. 260 c-29!7 8 
NORTH CAROLIN A  R .R ./D 261 c-36 1 0  
North Carolina R .R ./DYr 262 s l -48x4 1 0  Excluding date. 
NORTH CENTRAL/D/R .R . 263 c-25 9 
NORTH EASTERN R.R . /D 264 c-36 1 0  
NORTH MO/D/R .R .  265 c-26 1 0  
NORTH PA. R .R ./D 266 c-25 9 
N R RID 267 ms 6 Northern R .R . ,  N .Y .  
NORTHERN R .R ./D 268 c-32 5 B lue, red, black.  
NORTHERN R .R ./D 269 c-32!7 5 B lue, black.  
NORTHERN.  R .R ./D/N.Y .  270 dc-34 1 0  
NORTHERN 0. R.R .  MAIL/D/-N .Y . - 27 1 c-28 9 Red, b lack. 
N .O.W.  VI RGIN IA R .R ./D 272 c-34 9 
NORWICH & WORCESTER R .R ./D 273 c-33 5 Blue. 
Ogd (Ogdensburgh ) R RID 274 lllS 7 
OHIO & I ND:"!D/R .R .  275 c-32 8 

New York & Phila. R.R. marking on folded letter dated 1 85 1 .  
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25 1 252 253 254 

%e� fcJ� 
IC:, CJJ.J--' 

258 

255 256 257 

273 275 



1 82 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

OHIO & I ND IANA R .R ./DIO. 276 c-30 8 
OHIO & MISSIDIR .R . 277 c-32 8 Blue. 
OHIO & P�IDIR .R. 278 c-32 6 
OHIO & pi_\IDIR .R. 279 c-32 6 
ORANGE & ALEX�IDIR .R. 280 c-32 9 
PACIFIC RAILROADID 28 1 c-33� 9 
PACIFIC RAI LROADID 282 c-34� 9 
Penna R RID 283 ms 4 Pennsylvania R .R .  
Penn R RID 284 ms 4 
Penn R RID Yr 285 ms 6 
Penna R RID 286 ms 4 
PENNSYLVANIA R.R ./D 287 c-34 7 B lue. 
PENNSYLVANIA R .R ./D 288 c-35 8 Blue. 
PENNSYLVANIA R .R ./D 289 c-36 9 Blue. 
PENNSYL VAN IAIDIR .R. 290 c-32 9 
PENOBSCOT & KEN . R.R./D 29 1 c-33� 7 
PEORIA 0 & BUR. R .R ./D c-36 1 0  
PETERSBURG & ROANOKEIDIR .R. 292 c-29� 1 0  B l u ish-green. 
PETERSBURG & R.R .Ri?ID 293 c-30 I O  

PHILAD� RAILROAD 294 s l-57x3� 6 Red, black. 
PHILADA RAIL R DID 295 c-29� 7 
PHILAD�/D/RAILROAD 296 c-30 6 Blue. 
PH� & BAL TIMORE/D/R.R.  297 c-32 6 Ol ive green , b lack . 
PH� & BAL TIMOREIDIR.R .  298 c-32 6 
PHIL� & BAL TIMOR EID/R. R. 299 c-33 6 B lue, black.  
PHIL. & BAL T. R .R ./DIPa. 300 c-30 8 
PH IL� & BAL T�DIR.R.  301  c-3 r n  7 Blue, black. 
PHIL� & COL�/D/R.R .  302 c-33� 8 Blue. 

The Pacific Railroad was supposed to run from St. Louis to the Pacific coast. By 1 86 1  it was 
little more than half way across Missouri, and was used as final leg (Tipton to St. Louis) of 
Butterfield Overland Mail .  
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PHILAW. RAIL ROAD 
294 

299 300 301 302 



184 

Wording 

PHIL� & COLUMBIA/D/R.R . 
PHIL� & N .  YORK/D/R.R.  
Phi la & Pousv/D/R.R. 

PH� & POTTSVILLE/D/R.R.  
PHI0. & POTTSV ILLE/D/R.R. 
PHIL� R & P/D/R.R . 
P ITTS. & CONNELLSVILLE R .R ./D 
PITTS FT .  WAYN E  & CHI .  R.R ./D 
PORTSMOUTH & ROANOKE/D/R.R.  
POTSDAM & WATERTOWN R . R./D 
P H & FISH KI LL R RID 
P .  H .  & FISHKILL R .R./D 
PROV. & STON INGTON/D/R. R . 
PROV. & WOR. R .R./D 
RACINE & MISS.  R .R./D 
RACIN E  & M ISS. R .R./D 
R R  
R.R .L . I .  
RAIL ROAD CAR 
RALEIGH & GASTON/D/R .R.  
RALEIGH & GASTON/D/R.R.  
Reading R.R ./D 

Richd Rai l  Road/D 

.. 
' 

USPM - Route Agent Mark ings 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Number and Size Number Notes 

303 c-32 9 B lue. 
304 c-32 7 
305 ms 6 Phi ladelphia & 

Pottsvi l le R.R.  
306 c-32 8 Blue. 
307 c-32 7 Blue, black. 
308 c-32 9 
309 c-36 9 
3 1 0  c-33 I O  
3 1 1  c-32 9 Brown.  
3 1 2  c-36 9 
3 1 3  c-30 9 

3 1 4  c-30 7 
3 1 5  c-32 4 
3 1 6  c-33 5 Blue, orange, black. 
3 1 7  c-35 8 
3 1 8  c-34 8 
3 1 9  s l - 1 2x4 8 Red. 
320 ms 6 Rail  Road Long Island. 
32 1 sl -44�3� 8 
322 c-32 8 Green, b lue. 
323 c-32� 8 Blue, brown. 
324 ms 7 
325 ms 5 R ichmond R .R .  

"• 

• (I 

t.�:· /;! J v/tr-1.: / -,uy · 

Y:!c; tf.��,, <� 
i\. 

I._ ) 
Philadelphia & Columbia R.R. 
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303 304 306 

307 308 309 3 1 0  

3 1 1 3 1 2  3 1 3  3 1 4  

3 1 5  3 1 6  3 1 7  3 1 8  

Il R 
320 

3 1 9  RA IL ROA D  CAR 
322 323 



186 USPM - Route Agent Mark ings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

RICHMOND R.R ./DIVa . 326 c-33 7 Red,  b lack. 
R ICHMOND & DANVILLEIDIR.R.  327 c-32� 7 B lue, brownish b lack. 
RICHMOND & PTRSB� R.R ./D 328 c-32 7 
ROANOKE & PETERSBU RGIDIR. R . 329 c-32� I O  Blue. 
ROCHESTER & NIAGARA FALLSIDIR.R.  330 c-32\7 8 Blue, black. 
ROCHESTER & NIAGARA FALLSIDIR.R. 33 1  c-32\7 8 
ROCH . & N. FALLS R .R ./D 332 c-26 8 
ROCK ISLANDIDIR.R. c-3 r n  9 
RUTLAND & WASHTNIDIR.R.  333 c-32 1 0  Blue. 
RUTLAND & WASHT'.'llDIR.R. c-32\7 I O  Blue. 
SAN DUSKY & NEWARK!DIR.R. 334 c-33 8 Blue, black. 
SANDY & NEWK R. R./D 335 c-29� 1 0  
S.A. & G .  R.R./ 1 8591GEO. 336 c-30� 1 0  
SCIOTO & HOCK VAL. R.R./D 337 c-35 9 
SEA0 & ROAN R.R./D 338 c-30 J O  
SOMERSET & KENB.  R .R./D 339 c-35 9 
S C  R RID Yr 340 ms 5 South Carolina R.R. 
S C  R RID 34 1  ms 5 
S C  R RID 342 ms 6 
So Ca R RID 343, 344 ms 7 Sou th Carolina R .R .  
SOUTH CAROLINA/D/R.R.  345 c-32 5 B lue, black. 
SOUTH CAROLINA/D/R.R . 346 c-32 5 B lue, black. 
SOUTH CAROLINA/DIR.R .  347 c-32� 5 B lue, black. 
SOUTH CAROLINA/D/R.R. 348 c-32� B lue. 
SOUTH S IDEIDIR .R.  349 c-3 1 9 Two types. Black, blue. 
SOUTH SIDE R.R./D/VA. 350 c-30 9 

Pennsylvania R.R.  circular marking on 1 852 cover. Part ial photo. 



Railroad - Richmond to South Side 

326 327 328 329 330 

336 

346 



1 88 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing S hape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

So. I .  R .R .  35 1  ms 8 Southern Indiana R .R .  
SOUTHERN M ISS. R.R ./D c-36 1 0  
SOUTH WEST R.R./D 352 c-35 I O  
SPRINGFI ELD, M !  VER.  & PITTS. R .R .  353 c-37 1 0  B lue. 
STEUB & INDA R.R./D/O 354 c-29 9 
SULLIVAN & PASSUM PSIC/ D/R.R.  355 c-32 7 
SULLIVAN & PASSUM PSIC/D/R.R. 356 c-32 7 
SYRA. & BINGHAMP!'J R.R ./D 357 c-30 8 
SYRACUSE & ROCHESTER/D/R.R.  358 c-3 1 1 0  
TER.  HAUTE & A L  TON R.R./D 359 c-36 1 0  
TOLEOO, NORWALK & CLEVELAND/D/R.R. 360 c-33 7 B lue, black. 
TOLEDO, NORWALK & CLEVELAND/D/R.R. 361 c-32 9 Blue. 
TROY & RUT LAND/D/R.R.  362 c-32 8 
TROY & R UTLAND R.R./D 363 c-35 7 Blue, black. 
Troy & Whitehall R RID 364 ms 6 
TROY & WHITEHALL R.R./D 365 c-32� 6 
TROY & W HITEHALL R.R./D 366 c-33� 6 Blue, black. 
TUSC. BRANCH P ITTS & CLEA V. R .R./D 367 c-37 1 0  
U .S. EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON/D/Mass. 368 c-29� 3 Red, black. "B" of 

BOSTON under vertical 
of "P" of EXPRESS. 

U .S. EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON/D/Mass. 369 c-29� 3 Red, b lack. "B" of 
BOSTON under "X" of 

EXPRESS. 
U .S. EXPRESS MAIL/N.YORK/D/N .Y. 370 c-30 3 Red, black. "N" 

diagonal of  N .YORK 
poin ts at "P" of 

EXPRESS. N ote 2 .  
U .S. EXPRESS MAIL/N.  YORK/D/N .Y .  37 1 c-30 2 Red, black. "N"  

d iagonal o f  N . YORK 
poin ts between "X" & 

" P" of EXPRESS. Note 2. 
Vt  & Canada R .R ./D 372 ms 7 Vermont & Canada R.R.  
VERMONT & CANADA/D/R.R. 373 c-33 8 B lue, red, black. 
VERMONT & MASS. R .R./D 374 c-34 8 
VERM� & M ASS�s R .R ./D 375 c-34 6 Red, black . 

2 .  Present studies tend to support the hypothesis that these markings may have been app lied at  the post 
office. 



Railroad - So. I. to Verm. & Mass. 1 89 



1 90 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

VIRGIN IA CENTRALIDIR.R. 376 c-30 8 
VIRGIN IA CENTRALIDIR.R. 377 c-32\-2 9 
Va & Ten R RID 378 ms 7 Virginia & Tennessee R.R.  
VIRG:'- & TENNIDIR.R.  379 c-32 7 Blue, black. 
VA. & TENN. R .R./D 380 c-3 l\7 9 Blue. 
WASHINGTON RAIL Ri?ID 38 1 c-30 7 B lue. 
WASH. & PHILA. R.R./D 382 c-33 8 
WASHINGTON & PHI L�IDIR.R .  383 c-32 7 Blue, black. 
WATERTOWN & ROMEIDIR.R.  384 c-32\-2 7 Red, b lue, black. 
WEST & ATLANTIC R.R ./D 385 c-34 8 Red, green.  
WEST!" & ATLANTICIDIR.R. 386 c-3 1 �  9 
WSTRN & ATLNTC R.R.  Ga.ID 387 c-33 
WILMINGTON & MANCHESTER/D/R.R.  388 c-32\-2 IO  
W & R R  RID 389 ms 5 Wi lm ington & 

Raleigh R .R .  
WILMINGTON & RALEIGH RAILROAD.ID 390 c-30 5 B lue. 
WILMINGTON & RALEIGH RAILROADID 39 1 c-30 5 Blue. 
WILMINGTON & RALEIGH RAILROAD/D 392 c-30 5 Blue. 
WIL .  & RAL. R.R./D 393 c-33 7 B lue. 
WILMINGT. & RALEIGH R .R./DIN .C. 394 c-36 9 
Worcester & Nashua R RID 395 ms 5 
WORCESTER & N ASHUA R.R ./DIMs 396 c-35 7 B lue, black. 
WORCESTER & NASHUA R.R./D 397 c-35 7 B lue. 
ZAN ESVI LLE & CO LUMB US/D/R.R . 398 c-32 9 Red, black. 

}. - . 

Vermont & Canada R. R. 



Railroad - Virginia Central to Zanesville & Colum bus 1 9 1  

376 377 
378 

382 383 384 

385 
386 387 388 

39 1 392 

'fl-�� tY/)E� IZ/{, � 
6 Hr-/8{;1? 5 

395 
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Railroad Station Agent Markings 

In his  book United States Railroad 
Postmarks 1837 to 1861 , C. W. Remele des
cribes the markings l isted i n  this schedule: 

"These are markings that show the name of a 
rai l road, usuall y  t he ini tial let ters only,  and the 
name of a s tation on the road. I t  is the general ly 
accepted theory that these markings were made 
with handstamps used ordinari ly  by rai l road 
s tation agents for official purposes, such as 

Wording 

USPM - Route Agent Markings 

stampi ng tickets . . . .  These s ta tion markings 
were occasional ly  used to cancel s tamps on 
letters that were then carried through the mai ls  
w i thout  receiving any other postmark,  
al though i t  seems very doubtful that there was 
any Post Office Department regula tion sanc
tioning such use . . . .  With very few exceptions, 
they are found in the 1 857  perforated issues, and 
not earl ier ."  

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Number and Size Number Notes 

Balt imore & Ohio R.R. 

BRADYS MILLS/D/Yr/B.& O.R .R. l o-34x26 I O  

CAMERON/D/Yr/B.& O.R.R.  2 o-34x26 8 
DUFFIE LDS/D/Yr/B.& O. R.R. 3 o-34x26 9 
HOODS MILL/D/Yr/B.& O.R. R. 4 o-34x26 8 
IJAMSVILLE/D/Yr/B.& O .R .R .  5 o-34x26 8 
KERNEYSVILLE/D/Yr/B .& O .R .R .  6 o-34x26 6 
MARRIOTTSVI LLE/D/Yr/B.& O.R.R.  7 o-34x26 8 
MONROVIA/D/Yr/B.& O.R.R.  8 o-34x26 9 
MOUNT AIRY/D/Yr/B.& O.R .R .  9 o-34x26 8 
N EWBURG/D/Yr/B.& O.R .R. 1 0  o-34x26 8 
SIR JOHN'S RUN/D/Yr/B.& O.R .R. o-34x26 7 
SY KESVILLE/D/Yr/B.& O.R .R .  1 1  o-34x26 7 
WOODBI N E/D/Yr/B.& O.R.R.  1 2  o-35�x26 9 

Belvidere Delaware R.R. 

LAMBERTVILLE/D/2d. LINE/B.D.R.R.  1 3  c-34 
TITUSVI LLE/2D LI N E/D/B.D.R .R .  1 4  c-28 1 0  
TRENTON/2d LIN E/D/B. D.R .R. 1 5  c-27� 8 

Chicago & Galena Union R .R. 

COTTAGE HILL/DIC.& G.U.R.R.  1 6  di -Shield 1 0  
32x? 

Cleveland, Painesville & Ashtabula R .R. 

C.P.& A.R.R./D/PAINESVILLE 1 7  o-34�x25� I O  

Cleveland & Pittsburgh R.R. 

MINERAL POINT/D/Yr/C.& P .R .R .  1 8  o-34x25� 9 

Cleveland & Toledo R.R. 

AMHERST./D/C.& T.R.R.  19  c-34 9 

Connecticut & Passumpsic R ivers R.R. 

CON N  & PASS R'S R RID/Yr/W E LLS RIVER 20 c-34 I O  

Blue. 

Blue, b lack. 



Station Agent - Bait. & Ohio to Conn. & Pass. 

L_ 
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Monrovia station agent marking of 
Baltimore & Ohio R.R. ,  used as post 
mark and canceller. 



1 94 USPM - Route Agent Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and S ize Number Notes 

Evansville & Crawfordsville R .R. 

Evansville and Crawfordsvi l le/R .R .Co/D/Yr/ 
VI NCENNES I ND. 

21  

FLEMINGTON/2d LINE/D/FLEM. R.R .  

Flemington R .R .  

22 

Great Western R.R. 

c-34 

c-27 

ALEXANDER'S/D/Yr/G .W.R.R.  
DAWSON/D/G.W.R.R .  
OAKLEY/D/Yr/G.W.R .R .  

23 o-33�x25 
24 o-33�x25 
25 o-33!7x25 

Hannibal & St. Joseph R.R.  

HANNIBAL & ST. JOSEPH R.R./D/Yr/BROOKFIELD 26 c-35 

Housatonic R .R. 

BOTSFOR D/D/HOUSATONIC R . R. 27 o-35x25 
BROOKFIELD/D/HOUSATONIC R .R. 28 o-34x25 
HAWLEYVILLE/D/HOUSATONIC R.R.  29 o-34x25� 
HA WLEYVILLE/D/HOUSATONIC R.R.  30  o-34x25� 
KENT/D/HOUSATON IC R . R. 3 1  o-34x25 
KENT/D/HOUSATONIC R .R. 32 o-35x25 
H.R.R./D/Yr/KENT 33 dc-22 
MERWINSVILLE/D/HOUSATONIC R.R .  34 o-34x25 
M ERWINSVILLE/D/HOUSATONIC R.R.  35 o-35x26 

H udson R iver R.R. 

S.DUYVIL/D/H. R.R . 36 c-28 

I l linois Central R.R. 

FROM DE SOTO./D/Yr/ILL.C.R .R .  37 c-30 
FROM EFFINGHAM/D/Yr/ILL.C.R.R.  38 c-30 
FROM MAROA./D/Yr/ILL.C.R.R.  39 c-30 
FROM M ATOON/D/Yr ILL.C.R.R.  40 c-30 
FROM M INONK./D/Yr/ILL.C.R.R. 4 1  c-30 
FROM T AMAROA/D/Yr/ILL.C.R.R.  42 c-30 

1 0  

1 0  

7 
8 
9 

1 0  

8 
7 
7 
7 
6 
7 
7 
8 
8 

8 

8 
7 
8 
9 
8 
8 

Louisvil le  &: Frankfort and Lexington &: Frankfort R.R. 

LOU . & FRAN. & LEX . & FRAN.R.R./D/CROPPERS 43 c-34� 9 
LOU. & FRAN . & LEX. & FRAN. R.R./D/DUCKER 44 c-34 9 
LOU . & FRAN. & LEX. & FRAN. R.R ./D/MIDWAY 45 c-34 9 
LOU. & FRAN. & LEX. & FRAN.R.R./D/O'BANNON 46 c-34 7 
LOU. & FRAN. & LEX & FRAN.RR.ID/SPRING STATION 47 c-34 8 

Red. 
With serifs. 
Sans-serif. 

With serifs. 
Sans-seri £. 

Blue. 
Blue. 
Blue. 
Blue. 
B lue. 
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24 25 

29 

34 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

Louisvil le & Nashville R.R. 

LOUIS� & NASHVY R .R./D/NASHVILLE 48 

Memphis & Ohio R.R. 

Memphis & Ohio R.R./D/Yr/STANTON 
Memphis & Ohio R .R./D/Yr/WITHE 

49 
50 

c-34\-2 

c-33� 
c-34\-2 

Milwaukee & M ississippi R.R. 

MIL. & M ISS. R .R./ Agency ./D/Yr/WINONA.M .T. 5 1 

HICKORY VALLEY /D/Yr/M.C.R .R .  
LAMAR/D/Yr/M.C.R .R . 
PICKENS/D/Yr/M.C.R.R.  

ATALISSA/IOWA/DIM.& M.R.R .  

M ississippi Central R.R. 

52 
53 
54 

Mississippi & M issouri R.R. 

55 

c-32� 

c-34 
c-34 
c-34 

o-36x26 

N ash ville & Chattanooga R.R. 

SMYRNA/D/Yr/N . & C .R .R .  
WARTRACE/D/Yr/N. & C .R .R .  

REYNOLDS/DIN & D R.R .  

56 o-34!-2x25!-2 
57 o-33!-2x24 

Nashville & Decatur R.R. 

58 o-34x? 

New York Central R.R. 

N.YORK C.R .R./Yr/D/J .F.CASE,/RECEIVER/ 
Savannah Office 

59 b-33x26 

Rutland 8c Burlington R.R. 

M IDDLEBURY /Yr/D/R.& B .R .R. 60 o-29!-2x23 

St. Louis & Iron Mountain R.R. 

ST.L. & l .M.R.R./D/MIN ERAL POINT 6 1 c-35 

Virginia Central R.R. 

V� C.R.R ./D/COBHAM 62 c-25 
VA.C.R .R ./D/ KESWICK c-25 
VA.C.R.R./D/SWOOPES 63 c-25 

W inchester 8c Potomac R.R. 

W.& P .R .R ./D/HALLTOWN 64 o-34!-2x26 

1 .  This is probably a corner card use.  
2 .  Probably an office use. Winona was not on the rai lroad. 

I O  Note I .  

9 
1 0  

1 0  Note 2. 

I O  

9 
I O  

1 0  

9 
9 

1 0  

9 

1 0  B lue. 

1 0  

1 0  
1 0  Blue. 
1 0  U ltramarine. 

1 0  
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48 49 50 5 1  

52 53 54 55 

i'· YORK C. ll.Jt 
1858 A.PR 15 

J, E GA S E. 
RECEIVE& s. ......... OMar 

56 57 58 59 

60 62 63 64 

A station agent mark ing from Hall town, on the Winchester & Potomac R. R. 
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FROM MINONK ILL. C. 
R.R station agent marking. 

G . D . D . & M I N .  

PAKT. Co. 

fll ' E  c l-I L -1 f'lot h • ,., 'I  O h  6 ... .- l c.... 
J.C. IV" $ ,. l e.  
' " � · � 7 - ( � � ;  Le � l "l. o  

USPM - Route Agent Markings 

.k 11 

/ 

/ lc.-'C-- 7� ( t' ,  

' - ·/r i} ·-
., 

L --�'����__;::..:.__..J 

Louisville & St. Louis Mail  Rout(e). 

�v 
�- � '� - �� 

;4� � 
·� � 

QX__k 
C o l o n i a l  E x press  

Mail ,  St. John, N.B. ,  

on cover to Scotland 
with 24¢ rate prepaid 
by 3¢, I ¢, and two 
pairs of 5¢ imper

forate. 



Steamboat Route Agents 

Steamboat Route Agents 
John A .  Eggen 

Route agents travel ing on steamboats wi th  
mail contracts had exactly the  same status and 
duties as their brother route agents travel ing 
rai l roads. 

Occasional ly ,  different route agents traveling 
the same route used total l y  different wording in 
marking covers. For instance, Route 7309 

covered t he New Orleans to Vicksburg run. 
Unt i l  Ju ly  of 1 858, the route agents on this run 
used the fami l iar double oval ROUTE/7309 
markings. In  that month, a new contract was 
awarded for the route, changing i ts contract 
number to 8 1 65. Thereafter, the route agent 
travel ing aboard the Natchez adopted the cir
cular U .S .  MAIL SATURDAY EVENING 
PACKET/Str. NATCHEZ/ROUTE 8 1 65/D 
marking, whi le  the one on board the Princess 
travel ing the same route cont inued to use the 
N.O.  & VICKSBURG R .M .  marking ini t iated 
during the latter period of the Route 7309 con
tract .  

In addition, the weather on the in land rivers 
someti mes caused a change in the wording of 
route agent markings, as i l lustrated on Route 
5 1 03 .  Here the mai l  contract was for the 650 

mile run between St .  Louis and Louisvi l le. The 
contract cal led for one weekly trip during t he 
five w inter months and three weekly trips for 
the other seven months. During the five winter 
months, t he run was only between Cairo, 
I l l i nois, and St . Louis because of ice and other 

St. Louis & Keokuk Mail 

Route. 
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inclement condit ions on the Ohio River. 
During the seven month period, the route agent 
marked his covers " Louisvi l le & S t. Louis 
M . R. , " whi le duri ng the winter, they were 
marked "Louisv i l le & Cairo M.B t .  Route. " 

The N.Y .  & BOSTON STMB .  & R . R. R/D 
marking was used on the through run from 
New York to Boston via Long Island Sound 
steamers and rai l between Stonington and 
Boston. The "R .R .R . " stands for "Rai l  Road 
Route." By custom, th is is l isted as both a 
rai lroad and waterway marking even though i ts 
predecessors, the smal l  New York and Boston 
Express Mai l  markings, are only on the rai l 
road l ist . 

The Express Mai l  markings shown here a l l  
relate to the coastal steamboat mai l  between 
Boston, Eastport (Maine), and St .  John (New 
Brunswick) and intermediate points between 
1 854 and 1 86 1 .  Al though no contracts with 
steamboat owners have been found, E l l iott 
Perry, in Pat Paragraphs, Issue 58, reports that 
the Post Office Department authorized the em
ployment of "steamboat letter carriers" for 
assignment to these boats, to be paid "per 
letter. " Their status and duties were essent ia l ly  
the same as route agents, who received a salary. 
The handstamps containing the name "St .  
John" (New Brunswick) are official U .S .  mark
ings, since mai l received at St. John was post
marked on an American steamboat. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

CINCIN NATI & LOUISVILLE /D/MAIL ROUTE c-32 8 
COLONIAL EXPRESS MAIL /ST. JOHN, N . B . /D 2 c-33 9 
Dubuque & S t  Pau l/D 3 ms 
EXPRESS MAIL/D c-32 9 
EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON/D 4 c-3 1  8 
EXP RESS MAIL/EASTPORT ID 5 c-32� 9 
EXPRESS M AIL/D/EASTPORT 6 c-32 9 
E XP RESS MAIL/S! JOHN/D 7 c-32 9 
GAL. DUB.  DUN.  & MIN . PK C?!D 8 c-35 9 Note I .  
G.D.D.& MIN.  P .CO/D 9 c-33 8 Note l .  
G.D.D.& MIN.  PAKT. Co.ID 1 0  c-34 1 0  Note l .  
KEOKUK & RK.  ISL. R. M./D 1 1  c-36 9 
L. & S t .  Louis/Mail rou t/D I l a  ms 9 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN S .B ./D 1 2 c-33 5 

LAKE CHAM PLAI N/D/S.B . 1 3  c-26 8 
Louisvil le & Cairo M .  Bt .  Route/D 1 4  ms I O  
LOUISVI LLE & CAI RO/D/S.B . 1 5  c-32 7 Known only as a 

backs tamp. 
LOUISVI LLE & CINCINNATI/MAIL LINE .  D 1 6  b-47x l 7  8 
LOUISVI LLE & CINCI NNATI/D/MAIL LI N E .  1 7 c-37 8 
LOUISVI LLE & CINCINN ATI/MAIL LINE/D 1 8  c-38 7 
LOUI SVILLE & CINCINNATI/MAIL LI N E/D/5 1 9  c-39 7 

LOU. & CI N./D/S.B . MAIL LINE.  20 c-34 7 Red. 

I .  Galena, Dubuque, Dunlei th & Minnesota Packet Co. ,  an association of steamboat owners on the Upper 
Mississippi R iver which had mail contracts. 

Louisville & Cincinnati Steam Boat Mail Line. Stamp cancelled by boxed STEAM ER/ 
LADY PIKE name-of-boat marking. Both struck in red. 



Steamboat - Cincinnati & Louisville to Lou & c· . m .  

D E C. 

1 7  1 8  

20 1 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

L. VI LLE & CIN1:°1/D/MAIL LINE .  2 1  c-32 6 
Louisvil le  & St .  Louis MR/D 22 ms 9 
LOUISVILLE & ST. LOUIS/ms D/MAIL ROUTE 23 o-38x23 9 
LOUISVI LLE & !ST. LOUIS/D/MAIL ROUTE 24 shield- 9 

36x34 
LOUISVI LLE & S! LOUIS/D/S.B.  25 c-32 7 
LOUISVILLE & S! LOUIS/D/MAIL ROUTE. 26 c-32 1 0  
LOUISVILLE & S! LOUIS/D /MAIL LINE.  27 c-32 1 0  
MEMPHIS & NAPOLEON RIV. MAIL/D 28 c-35 1 0  
N. ORLEANS & CAIRO RIV. MAIL/D 29 c-35 1 0  
N .O. & VICKSBURGH RIV. M./D 30 c-36� 8 
N .O. & VICKSBURGH R. R. /D 3 1  c-33 7 Blue & black. 
N.0. & VICKSBURG R .M./D 32 c-36 6 Blue & black. 
N.O. & VICKS.RIV.  M./D 33 c-36 1 0  
N .Y. & BOSTON STMB .  & R.R.R./D 34 c-36 4 
POTOMAC STEAMBOAT ID 35 c-30 6 
Route 7305 36 ms 8 Footnote 2. 
ROUTE/7309 37 do-34x27 5 Footnote 3. 
ROUTE/7309 38 do-37x l 8  6 Footnote 4 .  
ROUTE/msD/7309 39 do-33x 1 9  7 
St L & K/Mail  Rte 39a ms 9 Ms.  date used to 

cancel stamp. 
S! LOUIS & KEOKUK/msD/S.B .  40 c-32 8 
s! LOUIS & KEOKUK/D/STEAM 4 1  c-32 8 
S! L� & K� STEAMERS/D 42 c-29 8 
S� LOUIS & MEMPHIS R .M./D 43 c-34 1 0  
U.S .  EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON/D c-34 9 Outer letters 

2�m high. 
U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON/D 44 c- 34 9 Ou ter letters 

3�m high. 
U.S .  EXPRESS MAIL/EASTPORT ID 45 c-33 9 EASTPORT is 

l 9mm long. 

2. The New Orleans to St. Francisvi l le route, from 1 855 to 1 857 inclusive. 
3. The New Orleans to Vicksburg route .  used from 1 855 to J uly ,  1 858. 
4. The New Orlean s  to V icksburg route ,  used from J u ly , 1 858, to the spri ng of 1 86 1 .  
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

U.S.  EXPRESS MAIL/EASTPORT/D c-33 8 EASTPORT 
IS 

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/ST. JOH N /D 46 c-33 9 1 3mm long. 

U.S .  EXPRESS MAIL/ST. JOHN (BOSTON )/D 47 c-33 1 0  ST. JOHN is 
surcharged over 

BOSTON.  
U.S .  MAIL SATURDAY EVENING PACKET/Str. 48 c-35 7 
NATCHEZ/ROUTE 8 1 65./D 
W.  & P. RIVER. MAIL/D 49 c-30 9 W heel ing & 

Parkersburg. 

WHEELING & PARK RIVER MAIL.ID 50 c-36 9 Wheel ing & 
Parkersburg 

W. & P. RIVER MAIL (Wheeling & Parkersburg). 



Way Markings 

Waterway Way Markings 

john A. Eggen 
On waterway "post roads" where the volu me 

of mail  was sufficient lo require regu lar mail  
handl ing, the Post Office Department en tered 
into contracts with boat owners to carry the 
mail . Most of the let ters conveyed by these ' 'con
tract boats" were in locked mail  bags. If there 
was no post office employee (rou te agent )  on 
board, the captain or clerk of the boat was per
mi t ted to pick up loose let ters en route for 
del ivery and placement in the mai l system at the 
nearest post off ice upon arrival at his  
dest i nation . The 1 852 PL&R ( Regulat ion 200 ) ,  
states: 

St'C. 200. On 1 ht ·  i l ' 1 1 n '  h1 rn 1 g l 1 1  h,· a ma i 1 ca rrin I o  

b e  mailed, cal led way leuers, one cent i s  to be 

charged, in addi t ion to the usual postage, w hich is  

to be rated from the p lace where the carrier received 

the leuer. It is to be marked "Way " ,  and one cent 
paid to the carrier. 

An article by Henry A. Meyer, which 
appeared i n  Sta m ps magazi ne on August I ,  
1 953, further ou t l i ned the significance of the 
marking: 

The mark WAY (on waterways leuers) means that 
the letter was brough t to the post office by the 
captai n  of a steamboat hav i ng a con tract , perma
nent or temporary, to carry mai l  in locked pouches. 
The Post Office Department paid the stea m boat a 

price agreed upon for carrying the mail  sacks.  The 

leuers i n  the sacks did not receive the mark W A Y ;  
they bore the  regular town mark of  the  post office 
where t hey were mai led. The WAY let ters were those 
handed to the captain or clerk where the boat landed 
(or given to h i m  in trans i t ) .  Of course the capta in 

cou ld not put the letler into a pouch, si nce he had no 

key to open them; so he took care of the letters 

h imself, carried them to the post office at the end of 

his run (or at an intermediate landing), w here t hey 
were marked WAY, and the capta i n  received I tt per 
let ter for his trouble ( i f  he requested i t ) . 

I f  the WAY fee was not requested, the leuer 
was not marked WAY. The WAY mark was an 
audi t  mark to support the payment of the 1 ¢ to 
the cap tain . I t  was recorded on his  report of 
WAY, STEAM BOAT, and SHIP fees paid. 

Prior to about January I ,  1 853,  the I ¢  way fee 
was added to the regu lar postage for the leuer, 
but compliance wi th the Regu lat ions was 
discontinued at about this t ime al New Orleans 
and Mobi le, and probably at most other ports .  
The PL&R of 1 855  provided that  prepaid 
s team boat way leuers were sti l l  subject to a I <t  
payment to the captain,  but th is fee was not to 
be added to the regular postage. Unpaid way 
leuers, however, were charged as SHIP leuers, 
6¢ to port of arriva l ,  and 2¢ plus regular postage 
if forwarded beyond the port of arriva l .  

This  schedu le divides way mai l  i n to the 
fol lowi ng classes : 

I .  Markings Con tain ing on ly the  Word 
WA Y. These were app l ied wi thout an as
sociated numera l to letters prepa id by stamps 
mai led after about January I ,  1 853 .  They also 
may have been appl ied with an associated 
separate numeral rating mark on letters mai led 
before that date, or to stamp less col lect or 
prepaid letters mai led during the period before 
prepayment by stamps was req uired . 

2. Mar.hngs Conta in ing the Word WA Y and 
a Rat ing Nu mera l, w ith  or w ithout  D UE, C ,  
C TS, or  CEN TS. These were appl ied to let ters 
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prepaid by s tamps when the way fee was to be 
col lected from the addressee, as wel l as to 
stampless let ters mai led during the period of 
use of such let ters, whether or not the way fee 
was charged to the addressee. 

3. Way Letters w ith Way Fee Prepaid by 

Stamps. Combinat ions of stamps that total l it  
more than ordinary postage not otherwise 
explainable are bel ieved to be way leuers wi th 
the way fee prepa id by stamps, provided they 
were mai led during the t ime when a way fee was 
rnl lecti ble from the addressee. Even after 

/ I • . 
. ' 

· �  
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January I ,  1 853, letters bearing an ex tra 1 It 
postage ( including some marked WAY) are 
known, doubt less as a resu l t  of fol low ing the 
1 859 PL&R , wh ich con tained a contradictory 
instruction,  implying that way fees were s t i l l  to 
be col lected. 

Way l etters often bear a town mark appl ied by 
t he receiving pos tmaster, as well  as a Name-of
Boa t marking appl ied by the clerk of the boa t; 
the townmark was s truck on l etters to be de
l i vered beyond the point  of receipt by a post
master. 

. ' 

. , , ) 

Ji:;· .. _,� � I 
, 
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A way letter entering the mails at New Orleans with both the postage and way fee prepaid by stamps. 

1 .  The mark W A Y  without numeral :  

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

Balt imore sl- I 7x5 2 Blue, black. 
Baltimore 2 sl- l 7x5 2 D ifference mostly in "Y ."  
Balt imore 3 c- 1 8  3 
Mobile, Alabama 4 arc-25x8 2 B lue. 
Mobile, Alabama 5 sl- l 8x5 2 
Mon tgomery , Alabama 6 sl- 1 8x4 3 

Nantucket, Mass. 7 s l - 1 8x4 5 
New Orleans 8 sl-2 1�4 
New Orleans 9 sl-22x4, Underl ining may be from 

underl ined edge of handstamp. 
San Francisco I O  dlo-44x22 5 
Washington , D.C. 1 1  sl-2 Ix5 3 

Washington, D .C. 1 2  s l - 1 7�4!4 3 Red, black. 
Wilmington, N. C. 1 3  sl- 1 8x5 4 



WAY without Numeral 

W A Y W A V  
2 

3 
WAV WAY W A Y  

6 7 8 9 

W AY W A Y  W A V  
1 1  1 2  1 3  

'./ 

eNl�1'4Uuicbl� 

W A Y  
5 

This cover (which may have originated in Havana) reached San Francisco by contract mail 
steamer and there received the oval WAY handstamp and " I O" rate mark. No indication 
whether the I ¢  way fee was paid or collected from the addressee. 

New Orleans WAY / I  I /CENTS struck in red. 
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2. The mark WAY and numeral, with or without DUE or "cents" indication: 

The normal use of these markings is as fol lows: 

(a) WA Y and I, or DUE WAY 1 ¢: on stamped letters to indicate collection 
of the I ¢  way fee from the addressee. 

(b) WAY and 5 :  

(c )  WAY and 6:  

(d) WAY and I I :  

Town 

Baltimore 
Bal timore 
Baltimore 
Donaldsonville, La. 
El lsworth,  Me. 
Lynchburg, Va. 
Mobile, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala. 
Mobile, Ala. 
Mobi le, Ala. 

New Orleans 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 

Norfolk, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 
Vicksburg, Miss. 

on stampless col lect single rate letters; 
no way fee col lectible. 
on stampless collect single rate letters; 
I ¢  way fee col lectible. 
on stampless col lect double rate letters; 
1 ¢ way fee col lectible. 

Tracing Shape 
Number Wording and Size 

1 WAY/5 sl · l 8� 1 3l7 
2 WAY/5 s l - 1 8x l 4  
3 WAY 6 sl-25x5l7 
4 WAY/6 sl -25x l 9  
5 WAY 6 sl- l 0x5 
6 WAY/6 c- 1 7  
7 Due/WAY 1 ¢  s l -4 I x l  7 

with grid 
8 WAY/6 arc-25x20 
9 WAY/6 c-25 

I O  WAY/ I I  c-25 

1 1  WAY/ I  sl - 1 8x 1 8  
1 2  WAY/5 sl -2 l x l 6  
1 3  WAY/6 s l -20x l 3  
1 4  WAY/6 c-32 
1 5  WAY/ I I /  s l -26x22 

CENTS 
1 6  WAY 6 sl -24x5 
1 7  WAY/6 sl- 1 7x l3  
1 8  WAY/ I I sl- l 7x l 3  
1 9  WAY /6/Cents c-2 1 �  

I .  The "6" may not be attached. 

Rarity 
Number Notes 

3 Red. 
3 
3 

Red. 
Note I .  

7 Note 2. 
9 

9 Blue, b lack. 
Bl ue, red, 

greenish blue. 
4 

Blue, red. 

B lack , red. 

7 Red, black. 
8 B lue. 

Red. 
1 0  B lue. 

2. Lynchburg was on the James River & Kanawha Canal, and it is bel ieved that the WAY 16 was appl ied to 
mai l received from canal boats (collect stampless). I t  is also found on stamped mail .  



WAY and N um era I 

'WAY WAY WAY 6 'vVA� WA Y  
5 5 3 G .  2 

® 
�Ai� s ·  

6 
7 8 

WAY WAY W6 Y 1 0 
1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  

�A:Y WAY tt •. WAY 6 WAY 
"r11� 6 1 1  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  1 8  

The Lynchburg W A Y  /6 i s  believed to have been struck o n  mai l  received from 
canal boats operating on the Kanawha Canal. It was prepared for use on 
collect stampless mail:  5¢ postage (unpaid rate) plus 1 ¢  way fee, but was a lso 
used to cancel mail prepaid by stamps on the same route. 
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3. Way letters with way fee prepaid by stamps: 

Town where postmarked: 

New Orleans 
Natchez 

Rarity Number 

8 

Selma, Ala. 
Mobile, Ala. 
Montgomery, Ala. 
Lewiston, N.Y.  
Any other  waterways port 

1 0  
8 
9 
9 

10  
10  

There i s  usual ly  some indication on the cover that i t  i s  a way letter, but the rari ty ratings apply i f  this is 
missing, provided the circumstances indicate that it is a way use. 

"MAIL ROUTE" Way Marking 

The MAIL ROUTE marking used at 
Savannah during this  period was applied to 
mail picked up by contract mai l  steamers 

Wording 

MAIL ROUTE 

Tracing 
Number 

Shape 
and S ize 

sl- 42x3� 

Railroad and Stage Line Way Markings 
I t  would be a mistake to assume that  a l l  WAY 

mail during this decade was handled by s team
boats. The PL&R did not restrict this marking 
and i ts  attendant fee to  river mail ;  in  fact, the 
regulations concerning way mai l  preceded the 
advent of steamboats. However, changing 
modes of transportation resul ted in the 
marking WA Y's being used predominately on 
mail picked up by contract s teamboats during 
the t ime period covered by this book. 

Any contract carr ier was permi t ted to handle 
way mai l .  Such carriers inc luded rai l roads and 
stage l ines . Way letters handled by a contract 
rai l road are extremely rare, as was explained by 

Tracy W. Simpson in the l 959 edi tion of USPM 
at page 1 49 :  

Probably the reason i s  that most rail roads had 
route agents who postmarked letters mailed at 
trainside. If no route agen t was on board, the train 
conductor could not very well deliver such letters to 
a post office and claim a Way fee because the train 

serving the coastal areas above and below 
Savannah . It was a local subst i tu te for the 
normal marking, WAY. See the article on this 
subject by Arthur H. Bond at Chro n icle 70:77 .  

Rarity 
Number 

9 
MA I L  R O U TE  

did not stop long enough, a t  least at i ntermediate 
s tations. Furthermore, compensation to t he rai l 
roads for  carryi ng the mai ls was comparati vely 
large, so l i t tle attention, if any, would be expected to 
collecting a one-cent Way fee on the few occasions 
when one m ight be al lowable. 

A few covers originat ing in N ew York in 1 85 1  
with WAY appl ied at Washington, D.C. ,  one 
day later quite probably were carried by rail .  
The other probable rai lroad WAY marking, 
from South H arwich, Maine, is l is ted below. 

On the  other hand,  stage l ine  con tractors fre
quent l y  p i cked u p  mai l  a long their  rou tes and 
handed i t  in to the next pos t office where their 
contracts required them to s top. Such letters can 
usually  be identif ied because they originated at 
a town other than the one where a townmark 
and the word WAY were  app l ied, and  because 
the town where the  le t ter  entered the mai ls was 
not on a navigable r iver. Covers wi th stage l ine 
WAY markings that also bear a l ct s tamp to 
prepay the way fee are very r are. 



M AIL ROUTE; Railroad & Stage Line WAY 

Town 

Norwich , V t .  

South Harwich, Me. 
Springfield, N .H .  
Sc.apleton, N .Y .  

Sutton , N .H .  
Wil l imantic, Cr. 

P�f> ,,, , .� w .t.. y 
Le � �t  1 
/n.· 1 ,{� 1 . +  , 

The S a v a n n a h  M A I L  
ROUTE marking. 

Tracing 
Number 

2 
3 
4 

5 

' .1 

Shape 
Wording and Size 

Paid by S c.age/2 cts ms 

WAY 6 sl-42�x5� 
Way 1 ms 

(Pointing hand) Way s l - 44x3\.2 

I 

Letter - I Cent 
Way I Cent ms 

WAY I sl-28x8 

W-AY ti 
2 

l(rWay L•ttcr - '  Cent 
4 

,� ) . ,1 I 

2 1 1 

Rarity 
Number Notes 

1 0  

8 

1 0  
8 

May refer to 2¢ Way fee 
paid to or by the stage. 
Probably a railroad Way. 

See photo. 

�/ 
3 

\AJ.'.'Z I 
5 

A rare stage line manu
script "Way I Cent" on a 

cover entering the mail at 

Sutton, N. H. ,  with way fee 
prepaid by stamp. 
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New Orleans WA y 16 m 

double circle in red. 

• 

4 

USPM - Way M k "  ar 1ngs 

This boxed marking 

from Mobile combines 
the accounting word 
WAY, rating DUE 1 ¢  
and a cancell ing grid. 

' 

#�� 

�ew Orleans straight line WA y 16 

m black. 



Steamboat and Steam Markings 

John A .  Eggen 
Steamboats operating without a contract to 

carry pouched mai l  were allowed to convey 
loose letters to the nearest post office. These 
were received by the clerk aboard the boat en 
route between post offices. The 1 852 PL&R, 
Chapter 1 5, s tates: 

Sec. 1 10. Upon letters and packets received from the 
masters of steamboats, on waters deemed post roads, 
the persons addressed wil l  be charged, when deliver
ed to them, the same postage as if the letters and 
packets had been conveyed in the mail overland. 

Sec. 1 1 1 . If a letter be received as above to be sent in 
the mail to another office, there will be charged the 
proper rate of postage for the distance between the 
place at which the letter was placed on board the 
boat, and the office lo which it is addressed. Letters 
brought by steamboats should be marked 

"Steamboat", at the time of receiving them. 

Sec. 1 1 3. The master . . .  is to be pa id t wo ren ts  for 
each letter and packet delivered by him, except al 
pons on Lake Erie, where one cent is to be paid lO 
the master, and except where special contracts are 
made. 

In his  August 1 ,  1 953, article in Stamps 
magazine , Henry A. Meyer explains the 
marking "STEAMBOAT": 

The mark STEAMBOAT means that the let ter 
bearing it was picked up somewhere along an in
land river, lake, bay or sound by the captain or clerk 

of a steamboat having no mail -carrying status with 

the post office department. It was carried as a favor 
to the writer; the captain or clerk was required by 
law to carry it lo a post office where the letter was 
marked STEAMBOAT, either by handstamp or in 
manuscript. 

In the early part of the period at certain post  
offices ( notably Troy, N .Y . )  the amount paid 
the steam boat was added to the regular postage 
and col lected from the addressee. This practice, 

where i t  existed, appears to have been aban
doned early in 1 85 3  or before, and it was pro
h ib i ted as to prepaid let ters on April  1 ,  1 85 5 .  
After that date, however, postmasters were di
rected that unpaid "steamboat" letters should 
be treated as "ship" letters and charged with 
postage of 6¢ if  addressed to the arrival post 
office and wi th 2¢ in addit ion to ordinary pos
tage if addressed by post to another place. This 
arrangement continued unti l  February 27,  
1 86 1 , when the rate on letters to port of arriva l 
was reduced from 6¢ to 5¢ ,  and i t  also was then 
provided that letters conveyed in whole or in 
part by non-contract s teamboats were to have 2¢ 
added per letter above the domestic rate. 

From the preceding , i t  is eviden t that the 
combination of STEAM BOAT and a rating 
mark covering a charge to be col lected would 
ordinari ly be l im i ted to use before 1 85 3  or after 
February, 1 86 1 .  The PL&R did not precisely 
define "steamboat" and " ship," a l though 
despite the 1 855 Regu lations , it is evident that 
the first was in tended to mean inland and coast
wise vessels and the lat ter to mean vessels from 
or to foreign ports, or those travel ing on ly 
partly on establ ished coastwise mai l routes. 
This ambigui ty led to occasional misuse of the 
"steamboat"  handstamp; thus letters are found 
marked STEAMBOAT with DUE 2 (apparent
ly for ship fee) mai led after 1 85 5  and before 
1 86 1 ,  whereas in this in terval no such extra fee 
was col lectible on "steamboat" letters. 

The marking "s teamboat" was often 
abbreviated to "steam. "  Post offices at  a few 
ports used both markings, sometimes con
currently.  Another oddity is that al though the 
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PL&R specifical ly provided that al l  letters 
brought by steamboats should be marked 
"Steamboat,"  this practice was not followed if 
other markings expressly were specified; thus, 
letters picked up at landings by steamboats 
having mail carrying contracts were marked 
"Way" instead of "Steamboat," unless the 
steamboat carried a route agent with a hand
stamp, in which case his handstamp was 
ordinarily the only marking applied. Covers 
marked "Steam" or "Steamboat" also fre
quently bear a townmark applied by the re-

USPM - Steamboat & Steam Markings 

ceiving postmaster as well as a N ame-of-Boat 
marking applied by the clerk of the boat. The 
townmark was struck on l etters to be delivered 
beyond the point of receipt into the mail sys
tem. 

Several contract-route waterways route 
agents used handstamps containing STEAM
BOAT or abbreviated as STEAM or "S .B .  " ; e.g. , 
POTOMAC STEAMBOAT, ST. LOUIS & 
KEOKUK S.B. (and STEAM), etc. Such 
markings are l isted in the Waterway Route 
Agent schedule. 

I .  The markings STEAMBOAT or STEAM BOAT: 

Tracing 

Town Number 

Albany l 
Alexandria, Va. 2 

Baltimore 3 
Baltimore 4 
Baltimore 5 
Bangor, Me. 6 
Boston 7 
Buffalo 8 

Charleston, S.C. 9 

Chicago 1 0  
Cleveland 1 1  
Detroit 1 2  
Detroit 1 3  

Eastport, Me. 1 4  

Fredericksburg, Va. 1 5 

Galveston 1 6  
H artford, Conn. 1 7  
Louisville 1 8  
Mobile 1 9  
Mobile 20 
Montgomery, Ala. 2 1  
Montgomery, A la. 22 
New London, Conn. 23 
New Orleans 24 
New Orleans 25 

Newport, R.I.  26 
Newport, R.I.  27 
Newport, R.I .  28 
New York City 29 

Shape 

and S ize 

sl-25x l 0  
sl-43x5 

sl-40x5 

sl-37x4 
sl-40x5 
sl-37x4 
sl-42x4 

scrol l-39x l 3  

sl-38x4 
sl-4 l x6 
sl-52x5 

scroll-27x l l 
sl-40x5 

sl-37x3l2 
sl-36x6 
s l-37x4 
sl-32x2� 
s l-36x5 
s l-38x4 
sl-43x5 

sl-40x5 
sl-36x4 

sl- 1 5�7 
sl-47x5 
sl-42x5 

sl-52x6 
sl-37x5 
sl-4 l x5 
sl-42x4 

Rarity 
Number 

5 
7 

3 
4 
4 
7 
4 

6 
5 

5 
4 
6 
7 

6 

7 
5 
5 

5 

7 
7 

5 

5 

6 
6 
4 

Notes 

Two l ines. 

Two l ines. 

Two slightly 
different types. 



STEAMBOAT or STEAM BOAT - Albany to New York City 

& T r. A M 
U < >AT 

I 

6TE.AMOOA1 
4 

S .,. E AM D0,\1 
7 

STEAMBOAT 
1 0  

S T E A M BO A i  
1 3  

�TC A M BOAl 
1 6  

S T E A M B O A T 
1 9  

S TE . .\MB � A  T 
22 

')TEAM BO AT 
25 

5TC.• \1 00AT 
27 

STEl\MUO A T 
2 

J T E AMOOAT 
5 

..;TEA M -B 0 ,4.1 
1 1  

STEAM B OAT 
1 4  

STEAMB0A 1' 
1 7  

STEA M � O A I' 
20 

�T .. '.A'I 
' �UA'f 

23 

S T E A �,10 0AT 
28 

c;TF:. AMBOAT 
3 

S1' gA.'\f ·IO .. \.T 
6 

8T .. �A�1·�0AT 
9 

i�� 
1 2  

S TEAMB�.:�·r 
1 5  

S T  Eft.MBOA T 
1 8  

STF. ''' ftO.\'I' 
2 1  

STEA M AOA T 
24 

STE�l-B O.t\T 
26 

STE,UI BO/,·:' 
29 

Fancy Buffalo STEAM-BOAT used to Canada. Postage probably overpaid 2¢, 
al though, if prior to 1 855, sender may have tried to prepay steamboat fee. 

2 1 5  
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A steamboat letter entering the mails 
from a non-contract boat before April 
I ,  1 855; 2¢ steamboat fee added to 

postage and collected from addressee. 

p i iQ£ 

USPM - Steamboat & Steam Markings 

, .. 

C h a r l e s t o n ,  S .  C . ,  

STEAMBOAT, spelled 
in full .  A lso MISSENT 

handstamp of Char

lottesville, Va. 

':TEAMBO.AT. � .. 

A steamboat letter mai led after April l ,  1 855. 
In accordance with regulations then effec
t ive, the 2¢ fee was not collected from the 
addressee, since the letter was otherwise 

prepaid. 



I l lustrations 

Most postmasters ab
breviated the marking to 
"STEAM." These are 

usual ly straight l ine, 

from local type. 

New Orleans STEAM/ I O  
in double circle in red. 

2 1 7  

New Orleans STEAM/5 m 

double circle in red. 
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Tracing Shape R arity 
Town Number and Size Number Notes 

I .  The markings STEAMBOAT or STEAM BOAT: (cont.) 

Norfolk, Va. 30 sl-42x5 7 

Providence, R . 1 .  3 1  sl-43x4 6 

Providence, R . I .  32  sl-42x4 Has narrow "A" 
close to "M."  

Sandusky, 0. 33 sl-44x6 7 

Savannah, Ga. 34 sl-42x3 4 

Savannah, Ga. 35 s l-43x4 4 

Savannah, Ga. 36 sl-38x5 5 

Selma, A la. 37 sl-40x5 6 

Whitehall ,  N .  Y .  38 sl-37x3 7 Words divided by 
high dot. 

2. The marking STEAM: 

Baltimore 1 sl-33x5 5 

Baltimore 2 sl-33x4 

Baton Rouge 3 sl-23x4 5 
Bayou Sara, La. 4 sl -26x4 6 

Boston 5 sl-22x4 6 
Boston 6 sl-23x4 4 
Chicago 7 sl- l 9x4 

Cincinnati 8 sl-23x4 4 

Cincinnati 9 sl-29x5 4 
Columbus, Ga. 1 0  sl-23x4 

Donaldsonvi l le, La. 1 1  s l-29x5 
Dubuque, Iowa 12 sl-28x l 2  

Eastport, Me. 1 3  sl-33x5 6 

Evansville, Ind. 1 4  sl-25x7 

Evansville, Ind. 1 5  sl-26x5 
Fall R iver, Mass. 16 sl-23x4 5 

Grand Gulf, M iss. 1 7  s l-24x4 6 
Hartford, Conn. 18 s l-27x4 5 

Louisville 19 sl-23x6 6 

Louisville 20 sl-3 l x5 3 

Maysville, Ky. 21  sl-27x5 6 
Memphis 22 sl-23x3 

Milwaukee 23 sl-23x4 6 

Mobile 24 sl-32x5 5 

Nashville 25 sl-2 l x4 6 
Natchez 26 sl-3 l x5 5 
Natchez 27 sl-32x5 5 May be same as above, 

but spread when applied. 

New Albany, I nd. 28 sl-39x7 6 



STEA MBOAT - Norfolk to Whitehal l ;  STEAM - Baltimore to New A lbany 2 19  

STEAMBOAT  
30 

ITIAMBOAT 
33 

STEAM BOAT 
36 

ST EAM B OAT 
3 I  

S T KA I\{ B OAT 
34 

.J T r  ;\M BC•A T 
37 

' T E \ M  S ·r E . '. N  :�; T E  A M  
2 3 

81.EAM S T E A M  ITE AM 
5 6 7 

STEAM BO.\T 
32 

�TEAM BOAT 
35 

STEA�I·UOAT 
38 

S "f J� .. \ M  
4 

� T E I. �  
8 

� T E A M  ST EA'K. STt:.�lL Sri1 1  9 I O  I I 
I 2  

S T � t. M  S T E A M  STE.t ll S T E A M  
1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  

�·�·; .ll .. � T E A �I �frEAM S T E A 1� 
1 7  1 8  1 9  20 

aru a. \1 T R  .� M S fEA� s ·r E A M 
2 I  22 23 24 

il'TE A  We S 1· F. .A M  S T E ., M  :.··a�aa&t.l 25 26 27 
28 
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R a rity 

Town 

Tracing 

Number 

Shape 

and Size Num ber Notes 

2. The marking STEAM:  (cont. ) 

New Bedford, Mass.  
ew Orleans 

New Orleans 
New Orleans 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Pi t tsburgh 
Qu incy ,  I l l .  
St .  Francisv i l le ,  La . 
St .  Lou i s  
Se lma,  Ala. 
Selma , Ala. 
V icksbu rg 
Ei ther Bel l 's Landi ng, Black 's Bl uff. or 

Can ton , Ala .  

29 s l -23x4 
30 sl -32x5 
3 1  s l -3 l x5 
32 sl-32x6 
33 sl -24x4 
34 s l -2 1  x4 
35 sl -24x4 
36 sl -26x4 
37 sl -35x6 
38 s l - 19x2 
39 s l - 1 5x2 
40 s l -23x4 
4 1  s l - 1 9x6 

4 
2 
3 
3 
6 

6 
5 

7 
7 

6 

3. Combinations of STEAM BOAT or STEAM and town name, without numeral: 
(name of town where applied included in marking) 1 

Town 

Maysvi l le, Ky. , dated townmark w i th STEAM 
Terre Haute ,  Ind., dated town mark w i th  STB 
TROY & N EW YORK/STEAM BOAT. (appl ied at Troy, N . Y . ,  

Tracing 
Num ber 

I 
2 
3 

Shape 
a nd S ize 

c-32 
c-32 

b-33x 1 2  
to mai l  from non-contract boats on N . Y. -Troy run )  (b lue )  

Rarity 
Number 

9 
I O  
8 

4. Combinations of STEAM or STEAM BOAT and rate numerals on same handstamp: 
(prepared for use on stampless mail ,  but sometimes found on stamped) 

Tow n  

Mobi le 
Mobile  

Mobile 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 

orwich, Conn .  
S t .  Louis 
St .  Lou is 
V icksburg 
V icksburg 

Tracing 

N u m ber 

2 
3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

Wording 

STEAM /5 
STEAM/6 

STEAM/ IO  
STEAM/5 
STEAM/6 
STEAM/ I O  

STEAM/ 1 2Yz 
STEAMBOAT/5 

STEAM 5 
STEAM I O  
STEAM/5 
STEAM/V 

Shape 

and S ize 

dlo-2 J x l 8  
o-22x l 8  
o-25x22 
dlc- 19  
c-20 
c- 1 9  

dlo-22x20 
c-27 

s l-43x6 
s l -46x6 

c-2 1 
c-27 

Rarity 

Num ber 

6 

3 

7 
4 

6 
7 
8 
8 

I .  Somewhat s im i lar markings in waterways route agen t markings l i s t  refer to an ent irely di fferen t c lass of 
serv ice. 



STEAM - New Bedford to Vicksburg; with Town Name; with Rate 221 

S T E .� M  S 'f � A M S T E A M  S T  t.� A M 
29 

S T E A M  
33 

STEAM 
37 

A town name on a steamboat 
handstamp is most unusual . 
This use was prior to 1 853 
(stamp is orange brown) when 

addressee was customari ly 

charged 2¢ steamboat fee. 

30 3 1  

trrn.lM .; ra .� M  
34 35 

$ T r. A �  
38 

~ ~ ® 
2 3 4 

@ S T E A M 5 
6 

7 

32 

S T S: :! �·I 
36 

ST[AM 
4 1  

ot• nw Yn 
STE.\M BOAT. 

3 

8 

, ... , 

�·�;;·'� .. ,.. 
). • 

5 
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4. Combinations of STEAM or STEAMBOAT and rate numerals: (cont . )  

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town Number Wording and Size Number 

Vicksburg 9 STEAM/ J O  cts. c-27 
Vicksburg 1 0  STEAM 10  sl -32x4 
Woodv il le, Miss. 1 1  STEA M.5 .  b-49x 1 1  

5. Combinations of STEAM BOAT and separate rate numerals with or without DUE: 
(authorized only before 1 853 and after Feb., 1 86 1 ,  but  known 1 853-6 1 ;  see introduction) 

Used in 1 85 1 -52 

Town 

TROY & N EW YORK/STEAM BOAT 
with encircled "2" 
Examples of "2" and STEAMBOAT also seen 
from Alexandria,  Va. ,  and Skaneateles, N . Y .  

Used 1 852 t o  February 27, 1 86 1  

Town Wording 

Balt imore STEAMBOAT 
with DUE 2cts 
Charleston, S. C. STEAMBOAT 
with DUE/2 cts 
Norfolk,  Va. STEAMBOAT 
with DUE 2 
Examples also seen from Cam-
bridge, Md. , Fredericksburg, Va. 

Used after February 27, 1861 

STEAMBOAT and "2" with or wi thout DUE 
Rare. Detroi t seen.  

S hape 
and S ize 

b-32x l 2  (blue) 
c- 1 6  

Shape 

and Size 

sl-4 1x5  
sl -25x4 
sl -37x4 

c- 1 8  
s l -43x5 
sl -2 lx4 

Rarity 
N u mber 

8 

Rarity 

Num ber 

7 

I O  

J O  

1 0  
( 1 85 1 -6 1  issue) 

6. Pictorial representation of STEAMBOAT: 

Source 

Cahaba, Ala. 

Handstamp has more l ines than shown in tracing. A s im i lar 
handstamp from pre-stamp period (boat with high decks and 
si ngle s tack) went out of use in early 1 850s. 

Tracing 

Num ber 

Shape 

and Size 

picture of two s tack 
s teamboat ;  42x26 

Rarity 

Number 

1 0  



STEAM with Rate or Separate Numeral; Pictorial 

ST F..\ �.I an  
1 0  

{STEAl\f. 5.J 
1 1  

;::?;\: -':t 

(�_il· . ' 1 J  fu.r- � . (\..... , .: to,,.0 hi 

� }{_ ClM� '

@� . 
Postmasters were prohibited (4/ l /55-2/6 1 ) from charging 2¢ steamboat fee on prepaid 

letters. Unpaid letters were to be treated as ship letters. The New Orleans office ignored 
regulations on Nov. 2 1 ,  1 860, marking this prepaid STEA M letter "DU E/2.�Ts, ,  

_, 

The Cahaba, Ala., picture of a steamboat was used by the postmaster there as a substitute 

for the word "STEAMBOAT." 

223 
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!"""�������������� 

( 
c .  

New York PAID 2 Cts. postmark 
on prepaid circular at 500 to 
l ,500 mi le rate. 

\. r· . 

A wrapper enclosing 25 
circulars, prepaid 25¢, 
showing the 1 ¢  rate was 
charged per circular, not by 

weight or package. 

.-. 

Why is this prepaid 3¢ instead 
of l ¢, if  a drop letter? If it isn't, 
why does i t  have the Philadel

phia " I "  in octagon and no 

town mark? 

The "Circular Paid ."  is a 
private marking applied by 

the sender to show that the 

cover is properly prepaid 
by the I ¢  stamp and does 
not require the letter rate. 



Drop Letters and Circular Mail 
Drop Letters 

" Drop" letters were handed in to a pos t office 
for delivery to the addressee at the same post 
office. In a sense, they never entered the mail 
system in that they were not carried from one 
post office to another for del ivery. From July l ,  
1 85 1 ,  to February 27,  1 86 1 ,  the drop letter rate 
was l ¢, regardless of weight. During this time, 
the rate could be prepaid by either cash or 
stamps, or the letter could be sent collect. After 
February 27, 1 86 1 ,  the rate continued to be 1 ¢, 
but prepayment by stamps was required. 

After April 3, 1 860, the drop letter rate ( in 
some cities) also included delivery to the ad
dressee by the U.S .  carrier service if the sender 
requested such service. In these cases the De
partment waived the l ¢ drop letter fee and 
added the 1 ¢  to the carriers' fund. No special 
marking was used to designate this dual service. 
The more important cities that had U .S. carrier 
service during this period were New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, New Orleans, 
Washington, St. Louis, and San Francisco. 

Circulars 

During the entire period printed circu lars 
enjoyed more favorable postal rates than letters. 
The law regarding these rates and prepayment 
was changed three times before demonetization 
of the 1 85 1 -57 issue. 

Rates were charged per circu lar. Thus, if two 
or more circulars were enclosed in the same 
envelope or wrapper, the total postage would be 
calculated by mul tiplying the number of cir
culars by the applicable rate per circular. 

July 1, 1851 to September 30, 1852 

Three factors determined the rate during this 
period: weight, distance traveled, and whether 

the postage was prepaid or col lect. The 
following single circular rates were charged 
per ounce: 

Prepaid Collect 
Up to 500 miles 1 ¢  2¢ 
500 to l ,500 miles 2¢ 4¢ 
1 ,500 to 2,500 miles 3¢ 6¢ 

2,500 to 3,500 miles 4¢ 8¢ 

Over 3,500 miles 5¢ 1 0¢ 

O ctober 1 ,  1852 to ] anuary 1 ,  1857 

Distance was eliminated as a factor in de
termining the rate, which was set at l ¢ per 
circular up to 3 ounces, plus l ¢ for each ad
ditional ounce or fraction thereof if the rate was 
prepaid. Circulars sent col lect were rated twice 
these amounts. 

After January J ,  1857  

The same prepaid rates as before were con
tinued, but the privilege of sending circulars 
collect was withdrawn. 

For a time, a prin ted price-current letter that 
had both the imprint of the printer and the 
imprint of the issuer of the circular was charged 
normal domestic letter rates; if it bore only the 
name of the issuer of the circular, it was charged 
the circular rate. 

Markings 

The regulations did not prescribe special 
markings for drop letters or circulars, and as a 
result such special markings as exist were 
adopted by individual postmasters on their own 
prerogative. These may be either townmarks or 
rating marks. Since 1 ¢ was the rate charged on 
all  drop letters and I ¢  was by far the most 
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common rate found on circulars, these special
ized markings (except for a rating mark con
taining the word DROP) were often used 
interchangeably on both types of mail. 

The two usages may be distinguished by their 
content, or, in the case of a drop letter, by the 
fact that it is addressed to the same town as 
appears in the townmark, assuming the cover 
bears a townmark. Unfortunately, townmarks 
often were not applied to either drop letters or 
circular mail ,  despite the regulations. If a 
townmark is not present and the cover contents 
are missing, it may be impossible to assign the 
cover to either drop letter or circular usage. 

Some commercial houses with large circular 
mailings handstamped or had preprinted the 
words PRINTED CIRCULAR or its equiva
lent on their mail . These are not U.S.  postal 

USPM - Drop Letters & Circular Mail 
markings. 

Where the markings l is ted here are found 
accidental ly struck on non-drop or circular 
mail ,  they command a premium of approxi
mately one-half that for the same marking 
properly used on drop or circular mail .  

The rating marks listed here are only those 
that are known on covers prepaid by postage 
stamps, for the same reasons stated in the 
section describing rating marks on domestic 
letter mail prepaid by postage stamps. A l 
though some of  the townmarks l isted here are 
known only on stampless mail ,  all townmarks 
pecul iar to drop letters and circulars which 
have come to the attention of the compiler are 
included. Two of these have included in the 
mark the rating numeral "2," being the unpaid 
single circular rate. 

Townmarks Including 1 ¢  Rate Markings, or Known as 

Special Types on Drops and Circulars 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

BALTO./PAID c-20 3 
BALTI MORE Md/PAID 2 c-3 1  5 
BOSTON/D/l 3 c-32� 6 
CHARLESTON/I /S.C. 4 c-30 8 
CHARLESTON S.C./D/I CENT 5 c-3 1 1 0  
CHICAGO, ILL.ID/PAID I 6 c-30 6 
CHICOPEE (Ms) I /PAID 7 c-26 8 
CINCIN NATI . 0./D/l PAID 8 c-3 1 9 
CLEVELAND/PAID/ l /O. 9 c-30 J O  

GEORGTOWN (sic) D.C./l PAID 1 0  c-32 8 
JOHNSTOWN N.Y./PAID/ l ct 1 1  c-23 9 
NASHVILLE. T /PAID/I 1 2  c-32 9 Blue. 
NEW-YORK/D/PAID l ct 1 3  c-30 9 
NEW-YORK/D/l ct 1 4  c-3 1 5 
NEW YORK (slug) 1 5  c-29 6• 
NEW YORK/2 1 6  c-32 6 
PLEASANT GROVE/ALLEGANY C0/2/Md. 1 7 c-40l2 1 0  
PROVIDENCE R.l ./D/l 1 8  c-3 1 8 
ROCHESTER N. Y./D/ l 19  c-32 8 
ST. LOUIS/PAID/I CT 20 c-30 6 
SAVANNAH/Ga.IP AID 2 1 c-30 6 Note l .  

l .  PAID is attached lo the townmark. Prior lo Ju ly  1 ,  1 85 1 ,  the same marking has a "3" below the PAID, a lso 
attached. 



Special Townmarks 
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4 5 

9 

1 3  

1 7 
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G a  
PAID 

2 1  
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General Drop and Circular Uses 

Rarity 
Wording Number 

Drop letters with any common town mark 2 
Printed circulars before September 30, 1 852, under 500 miles, 4 

with common marking 

Same, 500 to l ,500 mile rate 5 
Same, l ,500 to 2,500 mile rate 7 
Same, over 2,500 mile rate 8 
Printed circulars after September 30, 1 852, with 

'
common marking 2 

Same, without date in townmark 3 

Rating Marks 

(Including the word DROP without a numeral. ) 

Tracing 
Town and State Number 

DROP/lct(s), DROP/I ,  or DROP 

Bowling Green, Ky. l ,  2 
Mobile, Ala. 3 
Mobile, Ala. 4 
Newburyport, M ass. 5 
New Orleans, La. 6 

New Orleans, La. 7 

New Orleans, La. 8 

Norwich, N.Y. 
Providence, R.I .  9 
Sacramento, Cal .  I O  
San Francisro, Cal . 1 1  

Town unknown 12  

PAID/I or  PAID/I c(ts) 

East Corinth, Me. 1 3  
New Orleans, La. 1 4  

Philadelphia, Pa. 1 5  

Woodbury, Conn. 16  

PAID/2 

Town unknown 1 7  

I ct or " I "  (not carrier use) 

Baltimore, Md. 1 8  
Baltimore, Md. 1 9  
Manchester, N.H.  20 

Philadelphia, Pa. 2 1  

St. Louis, Mo. 22, 23, 24 

San Francisco, Cal. 25 

Whitinsville, Mass. 26 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Number 

c-20 8 
b-22x l 8  7 

c-2 1 �  7 
c-2 1 8 
c-2 1  8 

sl-2l x l 8  8 

c-20� 8 
c-2 1 1 0 

o-23x2 1 8 
c-22 I O  
c-21 9 

c-2 1 7 

c-2 1  7 
sl-2 l x l 6  7 

c-20 8 
c-2 1 7 

b- 1 9x l 6  9 

c- 16  8 
c- 13  7 

c- 1 5  7 
oct- 1 6  8 

b-20x l 5; 1 7x l 3; 6 

1 6x l l 
3�1 1  9 
c- 1 5  8 



Drop or Circular Uses; Rating Marks 

2 

6 7 

� /� � · �  
1 1  12  

i� 
1 7 

~ 
22 23 

3 

8 

1 3  

4 5 

9 1 0  

PA I D  
1 
1 4  1 5  

(1) © �� @  
1 8  1 9  20 2 1  

I @ 
24 25 26 

DROP/ l in black in 1 860 printed market report bootlegged to New Orleans post 

office from Liverpool,  England. 
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'i  

A 3¢ stamp overpaying the 
city delivery fee at New York 

and cancelled New York de 

U.S. MAIL/ l /D/CITY DE
LIVERY in red. 

.. .. { ( I 

Baltimore semi-official car
rier stamp used "to the mails. " 

> c 

• 
.J ( ( r:f-' - I 

_ ,,  

') 

USPM - U.  S. Carriers 

Because of prolonged com
peti tion with Blood's local 
post, examples of use of the 
eagle carrier stamp for official 
carrier service at Philadelphia 

are scarce. The 3¢ is an im

print and plate number copy 
from Plate 3, in orange brown. 

- .:__ J 
A very unusual combination of 
1 857 and 1 86 1  stamps to pay the 

1¢ carrier fee from a pick-up 

point to the post office and the 3¢ 
postage from New York to North 
Buffalo . 

- �- . . . .  �".·J 

,(A} ,  5-u .AJ-V,Ah't. ��:J 
� '{ . � 

xd-¢ . � �� � �re 
V� v-:L� I 



U. S. Carriers 

The great bul k  of a l l  mai l  during this period 
was "general del ivery" mai l ;  that is, the ad
dressee came to the post office to pick up his  
let ters. Likewise, most  mai l was del ivered to the 
post office for mail ing by the senders. However, 
at di fferent  times during the decade the Post
master General authorized a carrier service in 
various ci ties. The term "carrier" refers to the 
person who carried mai l over one of the 
fol lowing three routes: 

I .  From a pick -up point to the addressee in 
the same city wi thout having the letter pass 
through the post office ( "City Delivery " ) . 

2. From a pick-up point  to the post office for 
en try into the mai ls  ( "To the Mai l s" ) . 

3 .  Del ivery from the post office to the 
addressee ( " From the Mai l s" ) .  

Thi s  official service , where i t  was avai lable, 
ran in  direct competi t ion wi th the numerous 
local ( independent )  carrier services wh ich had 
developed in most large cities. Under the Act of 
March 3, 1 85 1 ,  the Pos tmaster General was 
given authority to establ ish post routes in ci ties 
and towns. Since the government had a 
monopoly in  ttansporting mai l  over post roads, 
this was designed as a weapon to drive the local 
carriers out of business . The Postmaster 
General exercised his  power under the terms of 
this Act by declaring the s treets of New York, 
Boston, Phi ladelphia,  and New Orleans to be 
post roads, but as late as 1 860 th is st i l l  had not 
e l im inated a l l  competi tion from the loca l com
panies ,  particu larly in Phi ladelphia. 

The Act of 1 83 6  had given the Postmaster 
General the power to set carrier fees, not to 
exceed 2¢ per letter, and provided that  the 
carriers should be paid from the fees col l ected 
and not from genera l postal revenues. The 

Postmaster General used this au thority to 
charge different carrier fees in d i fferen t ci ties 
and for different services w i th in  a c i ty as a tactic 
in  his figh t against the local firms. The Act of 
J une 1 5, 1 860,  removed the Postmaster 
General 's discretionary power to set carrier fees, 
and from that da te to the end of this period, the 
fee was l ¢ per letter. A prior Act in  Apri l  of 1 860 
had set the fee for a drop let ter del ivered to the 
addressee at 1 ¢ for both services; the drop let ter 
fee in these cases was waived and the 1 ¢ was 
added to the carrier's fund . 

Carrier fees from July 1 ,  1 85 1 ,  to J une 15 ,  
1 860, were : 

City Delivery: 1 ¢ at most of the larger post 
offices, where the Post Office Department was 
in competi tion with local firms. 2¢ at nearly a l l  
the  smal ler offices, where competi t ion was not  a 
factor. The fee may or may not have been 
prepaid. 

To the Ma ils: 2¢ at  some of the smal ler offices. 
At larger offices, the carrier fee was abolished or 
set at 1 ¢ , depending upon competion. In many 
places where no fee was charged "To the 
Mai l s , "  the fee was set a t  2¢ "From the Mai l s ,"  
si nce i t  was more d ifficu l t  for the  local firms to 
acquire th is  business. This fee to  the  mai ls ,  
where one was charged, had to be prepaid 
( frequently by stamp),  since i t  cou ld not be 
col lected from the addressee. 

From the Ma ils: 2¢ at most offices . I t  is bel ieved 
the fee may have been 1 ¢ at some offices. The fee 
was col lect. Some covers bear stamps which 
apparently were intended to prepay this fee, but 
since the local carrier fund supported only loca l 
del iveries, this was usua l ly  not effective. 
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authorized. Three different types of stamps cou ld evi
dence prepayment of a carrier fee : 

I .  The "official " carrier s tamps issued by the 
U .S. Post Office Department. These were val id 
wherever used. 

2. The ."semi-official " carrier stamps issued 
or sanctioned by local postmasters. They were 
valid only m the city where they were 

3. The regular l ¢ U .S. postage stamps. The 
Postmaster General apparently authorized 
these to be used as carrier stamps as early as 
1 856; they are known used in this way from 
sever a l  o u e s ,  i nc l u d i n g  N e w  Yor k ,  
Phi ladelphia, Boston, Brooklyn, Baltimore, 
and St .  Louis. 

Postage I Carrier 

Stamp(s) 

Any earner stamp with 
plain cancellation. 
Any carrier 

3¢ perf 

3¢ imperf 
I LB4 with U .S. stamp 
! LBS with U.S .  stamp 
I LB6 with U .S. stamp 
I LB7 with U .S. stamp 
I LB8 with U.S. stamp 

I LB9 with U.S. stamp 
1¢ imperf with 3¢ perf 
1 ¢  perf with 3¢ perf 

3LB2 or 3LB3 
3LB2 or 3LB3 
3LB2 or 3LB3 
3LB2 or 3LB3 

3LB2 or 3LB3 with 
U.S. stamp 
1 ¢  Ty. V 
1 ¢  imperf with 3¢ perf 
I ¢  perf with 3¢ perf 

Wording 

Baltimore 
City Delivery 

PAID/ I CENT /CARRIER 

To the Mails 
. .  I " 
ff l ' '  

Boston 
City Delivery 

PENNY POST/grid/PAID 

To the Mails 

PENNY POST/grid/PAI D 

Tracing 

Number 

2 

3 

4 
5 

6, 7 
8 

8 

Shape 

and Size 

c-21 

4x20 

c- 1 5  

target- 1 3  
grid-20xl 3!1 
star- I O, 8� 

c-20 

c-20 

Rarity 

Number Noles 

9 

6 

4 

6 
9 
7 
6 

3 
5 
8 
5 

4 
6 

4 

7 
5 
3 

l . 

2. 
2. 
2. 
2. 

2. 

2. 

I .  
l .  

3.  

I .  The comparative rarity of the carrier usage on city delivery letters is correctly shown in Scott's Specialized 

U. S. Catalog. 
2. Only if tied with handstamped marking. 
3. Before J une 1 860. 



Baltimore to Charleston 

1 CJ.) 
3 

2 

JVt * e 6 7 
8 9 

0 
4 

., ••••• ·"!···· .. ·• ... � ... ,. ••• 
5 

\\ o·cLoc1r 
JUN 

16 
1 0  

Tracing Shape Rarity 
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Postage/ Carrier 

Stamp (s) Wording Number and S ize Number Notes 

1 ¢  perf wi th 3¢ 1 853 Nesbit t  
1¢ perf w i th 3¢ 1 860 Nesbi tt 
Other combinations of 
U.S. stamps that include 
carrier fee 

1 ¢  perf w i th 3¢ perf 
Four } ¢  perf 

4LB8 to 4LB20 

4LB8 w i th 3¢  imperf 
4LB8 w ith other U .S .  
stamps 
4LB8 w i th 3¢ imperf 
4LB 1 l with 3¢ i mperf or 
Nesbi t t  

Boston - To the Mails (con t . )  

From the Mails 
3 O'CLOCK/D/DELI VER Y 

1 1  O 'CLOCK/D/DELIVER Y 

3 O 'CLOCK/D/DELIVER Y 

Brooklyn 
To the Mai ls 

Charleston, S. C. 

City Delivery 

To the Mails 

9 
J O  

o-34x26 
sc-34x25 
sc-34x25 

4 
5 
5 

7 
5 
5 

6 
8 

3 
4 

7 
4 

4 .  
4 .  
4 .  

5 .  
5 .  

1 ,6. 

7. 
7. 

8 .  
7 .  

4LBI  I w i th 3¢ i mperf 8 8 .  
4 .  These markings may have been placed on the back of the bottom let ter of a batch made up for carrier deliv

ery . The addressee in this case may have been the last person on the route. They are all backstamped. 
5 .  The P M G  Reports imply that Brooklyn had no U.S. carriers unt i l  1 863, but the exis tence of covers in-

di cates the contrary. 
6. Covers with handstamps rather than pen cancels command much h igher pr ices. 
7. Pen cancelled. 
8. Tied w i th handstamped townmark. 
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Postage I Carrier Tracing Shape R arity 
Stamp (s) Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

Charleston - To the Mails (cont.)  

4LB I 3  w i th 3¢ imperf 5 7 .  
4LB I 3  w i th 3 ¢  imperf 1 0  8. 
4LB l 7  wi th 3¢ imperf I .  

Cincinnati 

City Delivery 
Two L02 9 
l 47Ll  I .  
1 47L l  CITY POST /star 1 1  c-33 I .  

To the Mails 

L02 with 3¢ imperf 6 
L02 with 3¢  imperf 1 2  squared 1 0  

target l 7!-2 
L02 with 3¢ perf 5 

Cleveland 

City Delivery 

1 4L2 I .  
To the Mai ls 

1 4L2 w i th 3¢ imperf 1 .  
Kensington, Pa. 

To the Mails 

L02 with 3¢ imperf 7 
7LBI I with 3¢ imperf 4 

Louisville 
To the M ails 

5LB2 with 3ct imperf 9 
5LB2 with 3¢ perf 7 

N ew Orleans 
Ci ty Delivery 

l e  stamp N .O.U.S .  CITY POST/D/Hour 1 3  ofr-32x28 Green, 
and blue. 

CAR I o-2 I x  16 5 Green, 
blue. 

N .O.U .S .  CITY POST/D/Hour 1 3  ofr-38x28 Green, 
and blue. 

PAID/CAR . I .  1 4  b-32x 1 5  Green, 
blue. 

le stamp N .O .U .S. CITY POST/D 1 6  c-35 4 Blue, 
black. 

To the Mails 
3c stamp N.O.U .S .  CITY POST/D 1 6  c-35 6 B lue, 

b lack. 
From the Mails 

3c stamp N .O.U.S .  CITY POST/D/Hour 1 3  ofr-32x38 Green, 
and blue. 

CAR 2 1 5  o-2 l x l 6  7 Green, bl. 



Charleston to New York 

��, ��\ �� �·- � 
1 2  

l l 

1 7  

1 6  

Postage I Carrier 

Stamp (s) 

1'."nS.Cf'n JV.ii? 
AP R 1 1'  

I.A.Iii . 

1 3  

1 8  

Wording 

PA I D  CAR . 1 .  
1 4  

1 9  

Tracing Shape 
Number and Size 

New Orleans: From the Mails (cont . )  

Other U .S .  N .O.U.S .  CITY POST/D/Hour 1 3  ofr-32x38 
s tamps and 

CAR 2 1 5  o-2 l x l 6  

3c stamp N.O.U.S .  CITY POST/D 1 6  c-35 

Other U .S .  N .O.U.S .  CITY POST ID 1 6  c-35 
stamps 

New York City 

City Delivery 

LOl 
1 ¢ stamp ( before 1 860) PAID/U.S.  MAIL/ l /D/CITY 1 7  dc-22 

DELI VERY 
l ¢  stamp ( before 1 860) PAID/U.S.  MAIL/ l /D/CITY 1 7  dc-22 

DELIVERY 
3¢ s tamp (overpa id) PAID/U.S. MAIL/ l /D/CITY 1 7  dc-22 

DELIVERY 
1 ¢  s tamp U .S.MAIL/ 1 ID/CITY DELIVERY 1 8  dc-23 
1 ¢  stamp U.S. MAIL/ l / D/CITY DELIVERY 1 9 dc-2 1 
1 ¢  stamp U .S.MAI L/Hour/DELI VERY 20 b-22x 1 2  
1 ¢  stamp U .S. MAIL/Hour/DELIVERY w i th 20 b-22x 1 2  

station letter "A" to "F" 
3¢ stamp (overpaid) U .S .MAIL/Hour /DELIVERY 20 b-22x l 2  

9. " I " i s  thick and 4Yzmm high .  
I O. " I "  i s  t h in  and  5Yzmm high. 

235 

8 
1 5  

E 

20 

Rarity 
Number Notes 

Green, 
blue. 

8 Green, 
blue. 

4 B lue, 
black . 

5 B lue, 
black . 

9 
3 Red. 

7 Black. 

4 Red. 

3 9.  
4 1 0. 
5 
4 

5 
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Postage! Carrier Tracing Shape Rarity 
Stamp (s) Wording Number and S ize Number Notes 

New York : City Del ivery (cont . )  

1¢  stamp NEW-YORK CITY DELIVERY /D/ l ct 2 1  c-25 3 B lack 
1 ¢ stamp NEW YOR K PAID CITY DELIVERY I 22 c-24 3 Red 

D / l  Cl 
1 ¢  s tamp NEW YORK PAI D CITY DELIVERY I 22 c-24 7 B lack 

D/ l ct 
3¢ stamp (over paid) NEW YORK PAI D CITY DELI VERY I 22 c-24 5 Red 

Dll ct 
1 ¢  s tamp N EW-YORK P.0./ 1 /D/STATION D 23 c-23 4 I I .  
1 ¢  s tamp PAI D/NEW-YORK P.0./1 /D/ c-23 5 I I .  

STATION 
City Delivery Plus Drop Postage 

Two I ¢  stamps plus two I ¢  3 
markings 

P A ID/U .S .  MAIL/2/D/CITY 24 dc-23 4 Red 
DELIVERY.  

3¢ s tamp (over paid) PAID/U.S. MAI L/2/D/CITY 24 dc-23 8 Red 
DELIVERY.  

To the  Mails (After June, 1 860) 
l <t s tamp with 3¢ perf I 

I ¢  s tamp w i th 3¢ 1 853 2 
Nesbitt 
1¢ stamp wi th 3¢  1 860 4 
Nesbitt 
l <t  Nesb i tt wi th 3¢ s tamp 5 
l <t  plus 3¢ compound I .  
Nesb i u 
Other combinations to make 5 
carrier pl us postage rate 

P hiladelphia 
Ci ty Delivery 1 2 . 

LOI I .  
L02 tied by grid, town- 4 
mark or red star 
L02 U.S .P .O./PRE-PAID/ONE CENT/ 26 o-26x l 7112 6 

DESPATCH 
7 LB 1 2  25 s tar- 1 1  8 
7LB l 3  25 star- I I 

1 1 . S tation numbers A, B, C, D ,  E ,  and F have been seen wi th one or the other of these two markings. 
1 2. Note: Not many city del ivery let ters were carried at Ph i ladelphia via the U .S. carrier service because 

B lood's Despatch v irtual ly monopolized the business. Rarity numbers on i tems wi th carrier stamps assume 
that the carrier stamp is t ied wi th a hands tamped marking or that there is other evidence of use of the s tamp on 
the cover. Otherwise, the added value is  only the off-cover value of the carrier stamp. Omission of rarity number 
indicates that the i tem is known to the co m p i ler only with an untied carrier stamp. 
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2 1  22 

* 
25 26 

27 28 
Postage I Carrier Tracing Shape Rarity 

Stamp (s) Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

Philadelphia: City Delivery (con t. ) 

I ct perf U.S . P .O.  DISPATCH/D/Hour/ 27 oct-24 5 
.PHILA.  

1¢  perf U .S .  PENNY MAIL/D/Hour/ 28 oct-25 7 
P H I LA, PA 

To the Mails 

LOl , thence stampless I .  
collect 
L02 wi th 3ct imperf 4 
L02 wi th l et  imperf 6 
7LB I I wi th 3¢ i mperf 
7LB 1 2  wi th 3¢ i mperf 8 
7LB1 2, thence s tamp less I .  

col lect 
7LB 1 3  wi th 3¢ imperf 
7LB 1 6  wi th 3¢ imperf I .  

7LB 1 6  w i th three 1 ¢ imperf I .  
7LB 1 8  with 3¢ imperf or I .  
Nesbi t t  
7LB 1 8  with three 1 ¢  imperf I .  

3 ¢  i mperf 25 star- l l 9 Red 

3¢ s tamp U.S.P .O./PRE-PAI D/ONE CENT I 26 o-26x l 7� 7 
DESPATCH 

l et  imperf with 3¢ i mperf 3 
( before 1 860) 
1¢ perf wi th 3¢ perf (a fter 2 

June 30, 1 860 ) 
1 ¢  perf wi th 3¢ perf U .S . P .O./PRE-PAID/ONE CENT/ 26 o-26x l 7� 7 

DESPATCH 
Four J ct  perf 4 
J ct  perf w i th 3¢ 1 860 Nesb i t t  5 
1 ¢  perf wi th 3ct 1 853 Nesbit t  3 
Other combinations wi th 5 
extra l ct 
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Postage IC arrier Tracing Shape Rarity 
Stamp (s) Wording Number and Size Number Notes 

Providence 
From the Mails 

1¢ imperf ms "Penny Post" I O  1 3 .  
S t .  Louis 

To the Mails 
I¢ perf with 3¢ perf 7 

Washington 
To the Mails 

L02 wi th 3¢ i mperf 6 

L02 with 3¢ perf 6 

L02 wi th 3¢ Nesbit t  5 
West Haverford, Pa. 

I ¢  perf with 3¢ perf ·g 1 4 .  

1 3 .  With red Providence townmark, dated December 9 ,  1 856, on cover addressed to Providence. The I ¢  s tamp 
was the drop letter rate. The ms " Penny Post" i ndicates that an addi tional carrier fee was probably col lected. 

1 4 .  The two known covers are both from the same correspondence. They are addressed to a specific street and 
number in Phi ladelph ia .  IL  is possi ble that a Phi ladelphia carrier may have del ivered the letters to the West 
Haverford post office (nearby what was then Phi ladelphia ) ,or the extra l it  s tamp may have been added in  the 
expectat ion that i t  would prepay the carrier del ivery fee at Phi ladelphia .  

�;;;· ' f .,� 
. . � 

From Philadelphia to New Orleans, bearing the New Orleans "snow shovel" carrier 
handstamp and the oval CAR. 2 rating mark,  indicating a 2¢ fee collected from the 

addressee for carrier service from the New Orleans post office. 



Auxiliary Postal Service Markings 
The markings i ncluded in this schedule  em

body a wide variety of special  services perform
ed by the Post Office Departmen t. They may 
general ly  be classi fied under three broad head
ings : 

l .  Special  handl ing occasioned by an error on 
the part of the sender. These incl ude Insuffi
cient Postage, Advertised, Forwarded , and Dead 
Letter. 

2. Delays caused by errors on the par t of the 
Department:  M issent & Forwarded, Too Late. 

3 .  Special services of the Department (wi th or 
wi thout addi t ional fee) :  Registered Mai l ,  Sup
plementary Mai l ,  Post Office Loca l Agent .  

Many of the markings indicating an error on 
the part of the Department are stock sty les, as 
are some of the DUE markings . Most of those 
included in t his  l i s t ,  however, were loca l ly  
made. ADVERTISED, FORWARDE D and 
REGISTERED handstamps were commonly  
made in  the form of  straight l ines from type 
ava ilable to local postmas ters. A number of 
these are i l lustrated, but no at tempt has been 
made to show them a l l .  However, any hand
stamp that is unusual by reason of e i ther s ize or 
shape that has come to the a tten tion of the 
compi ler is i l l ustrated. 

Insufficient Postage 
During the time that letters cou ld be sen t un

paid or prepaid  a t  the option of the sender, i t  
was not customary to use the word DUE or i ts 
equivalen t in  connection w i th the rate numer
a l .  At that t ime the absence of a postage stamp 
or the word PAID was sufficien t to indicate that 
the rate on the cover was to be col lected from the 
addressee. Thereafter, the word DUE was com-

monly  used in  connection w i th the unpaid rat
ing mark. 

After Apri l 1 ,  1 855 ,  the general ru le was that 
al l  mail had to be sent prepaid ei ther by cash or 
postage stamp. As of January I ,  1 856, prepay
ment by postage s tamp on ly was required. 
There were many except ions to this general 
rule, notably in the handl ing of mail  to foreign 
des t i  nations . 

On domestic  mai l ,  partial payments were re
cogni zed throughout the decade, resu l ting in  
m uch mai l  that bears dual ra tings :on s tampless 
mai l  the words PAID and DUE can be found on 
the same cover; on letters partia l ly prepaid by 
stamps, both the stamp and the word DUE may 
occur on the same cover . Prior to Apri l  l ,  1 855, 
partia l ly  prepaid covers had the postage due 
assessed at the unpaid rates, whi le after that date 
they were assessed at prepaid rates, since the un
paid rates had been wi thdrawn. Thus ,  a double 
wei ght  cover beari ng only one 3¢ stamp mail ed 
in  1 852 was rated DUE 5 .  The same cover mai l 
ed i n  1 85 6  was rated DUE 3 .  

Whol ly  u npaid mai l  deposi ted in a post 
office after Apr i l  1 ,  1 855 ,  was not forwarded as 
was partial ly  prepaid mai l .  It was either deta in
ed for postage or  sen t to the Dead Letter Office. 
The handl ing of such let ters is descri bed in the 
chapter on postal rates. 

This schedu le l ists those handstamps indi
cat ing that the prepaid postage on a cover was 
insufficient and that the balance due was to be 
col lected from the addressee, as wel l as the 
markings associated w i th tota l ly unpaid mai l  
that  was held  pending receipt of  payment .  
Many of these markings use expressions other 
than DUE.  The terms SHORT PAID and NOT 
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PAID were often appl ied to outgoing foreign 
mai l .  NOT P REPAID is known as a backstamp 
on a domestic letter held for postage at  New 
Orleans. The spectacular San Francisco DE
TAI NED FOR POSTAGE was appl ied as a 
backstamp, usual l y  extending clear across the 
cover. 

The poss ible  ra ting numerals  associated with 
a DUE marking are almost un l imi ted. The 
fol lowing are known to exist for the reasons 
stated, bu t these reasons are cer tainly not a l l  in
clusive in their scope: 

DUE 1 .  On a cover from the East to Cal i for
nia prepaid wi th a s trip of three of the 3¢ s tamps 
after Apri l  1 ,  1 855, when the rate was changed to 
1 0¢ .  For col lection of an unpaid carrier-collect 
fee ( from August 22 to October 20, 1 860) . An 
advertising fee. 

DUE 2. For col lection of an unpaid ship fee. 

Tracing 

Town and State Number 
Albany, N .Y .  I 

Ballimore, Md. 2 
Boston, Mass. 3 
Boston , Mass. 4 

Boston, Mass. 5 
Boston, Mass. 6 
Boston, Mass. 7 
Boston, Mass. 8 
Brewster, Mass. 9 
Bridgeport, Conn. 10 
Brooklyn, N .Y .  1 1 
Brooklyn, N .Y .  1 2  
Buffalo, N .Y. 1 3  
Carl is le, Pa. 1 4  

USPM - Auxil iary Postal Service Markings 
DUE 3. A double weight let ter sen t after April 

I ,  1 855 ,  prepaid with a s ingle 3¢  s tamp. 
DUE 4 .  A let ter from Cal i forn ia to the East 

prepaid with a pair of 3¢  s tamps after Apri l l ,  
1 855 .  

DUE 5 .  Used before Apri l  I ,  1 855 ,  either on a 
double weight letter prepaid a single rate on ly, 
or on a single weigh t let ter from the East to 
Cal i fornia bearing a single 3¢ s tamp when 6¢ 
was the normal minimum rate. 

DUE 7 .  Letters to or from Cal i fornia  after 
Apri l 1 ,  1 855 ,  prepaid w i th a single 3¢  s tamp. 

DUE 8. On a 20¢ double rate letter to the East 
from Cal i fornia, after Apri l  l ,  1 855,  prepaid by 
only 1 2¢ in stamps. 

DUE 9 .  On a forwarded triple weight letter 
prepaid wi th 9¢ in s tamps. 

DUE 1 0. A double weight letter from Cal i for
nia after Apri l 1 ,  1 855 ,  prepaid 1 0¢ in s tamps. 

Shape R arity 
Wording and Size Number 
DUE 3 s l-26x8 3 
DUE/3 c- 1 8  4 

DUE/5 cts c- 1 8  5 
DUE 3 CTS. s l -37x8 4 

DUE 3 cents. sl -38x5 4 
DUE 3 s l -2 l x4 3 

Due I cen t. s l -36x5 7 
Due 9 cents sl-36x l 4  5 

DUE/3 arc- 1 8�x l 9  3 
DUE (within) 3 3- 1 3x20 7 
DUE I CENT s l -44x6 7 
NOT/PAID c-22 6 
DUE 5 CTS scroll-32x l 8  6 

DUE/ I /CENT sl - 1 9x l 7  4 
Chicago, I l l . 1 5  I NSU FFICIENTLY /PREPAI D  arc-sl-36x 1 1  6 
Chicago, I l l .  16  HELD FOR/POSTAGE o-37xl  7 6 
Cincinnati ,  0 .  1 7  Retained/FOR/POST AGE o-35x3 l 8 
Detroit ,  M ich . 1 8  DU E/3 b- l 5x21 4 
Greenvil le, Conn. 1 9  DUE (wi th in )  3 "3" - 1 3x20 7 
Hi l lsborough Bridge, N .H .  20 3/DUE sl- 1 8x l 3  4 

Hot Springs, Va. 2 1  DUE./3 c- 1 8  4 

Keene, N .H .  22 DUE/3 c-22 4 
Lewis, Iowa 23 DUE 3. s l -24x7 4 
Louisv i l le, Ky. 24 DUE 3 sl-34x 1 1  3 
Marlboro, N .J . 25 DUE/ I s l - l 7!-2x l 7 !-2  4 
Marysvi lle, Cal. 26 Detained/FOR/Postage. sl -20x l4  9 



Insufficient Postage - Albany to Marysvil le, Cal . 24 1 

DUE 3 �2 @. Duz � CTS. Due 3 cents .  

D U E  3 
6 

1 0  

(!) 
2 1  

Due 1 cent. lJ\10Ants 
7 iTs 

D U E  I C E N T 
1 1  

1 3  
...\c:,\\f FICIEN'L 
''°' PRE PAID )-

1 5  l!J 3  
1 6  DUE 3,  1 7  

23 

DUE3 
22 24 

__ ._.. ... 

- ·*· '· 

DU J; 
Ill 

25 

1 8  1 9  

3 DUE 20 

1>c ... i.'"ea '""' 
,. ".,ta ze. 

26 

Some postal mark ing shapes are identified with individual post offices. The octagon was 

a trademark at Philadelphia, while Buffalo produced fancy scrol ls, like this DUE/5/ 

CENTS, used on a double letter prepaid only  one rate. 
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Town and State 

New Haven, Conn. 
New I pswich ,  N .H .  
New Orleans, La. 
New Orleans , La. 
New York City 
New York C i ty 
New York Ci ty 
New York Ci ty 
New York City 
New York City 
New York City 
New York Ci ty 
New York Ci ty 

Norfolk, Va. 
North Canton, Conn.  
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Phi ladelphia, Pa. 
Ph i ladelphia, Pa. 
Princeton, I l l .  
Sa ltsburgh, Pa. 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Troy, N .Y .  
V in ton , Iowa 
Washington, D.C. 
Washington, D.C. 
White Water, Wisc. 
S tock sty le 
S tock style 
Town unknown 
Town unknown (ei t her New York 
Ci ty or M iddletown, Conn. ) 

Stock style HELD FOR/ 

POST AGE used at Hart

ford, Conn. Partial photo. 

Tracing 
Number 

27 
28 
29 
30 
3 1  
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

40 
4 1  
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
5 1  
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 

• 
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Shape Rarity 

Wording and Size Number 

HELD FOR POSTAGE sl -4 l x3 6 
DUE 3 b-s l-2 Ix8� 4 

DU E/2 CTS c-23 6 
NOT PREPAID b-sl-48x9 8 

Due 6 s l -34x9 5 
DUE i s l -20x l 0  5 
DUE 3 sl-30� 1 0  3 

DUE 5 cts s l -35x6 4 
RETU RNED FOR/POSTAGE (red) sl-4 l x l 2  7 

DUE i sl-2 l x9 4 
Held for Postage sl-45�4 6 
SHORT PAI D  b-36x9 5 

DUE 2 sl-23x 1 0  4 

DUE 2 s l -22x4 4 
DUE.  3 .  s l -47x l 0  4 

H ELD FOR POSTAGE sl -52x3 6 
Due I Ct sl -25x6� 4 

5 Cts. Due (blue) sl-30x7� 4 
3 DUE s l-35�x l 3  5 
DU E/3 o- l 9x20 6 
DUE I O  s l-37x l 3  5 

DETAINED FOR POSTAGE sl - 1 0 l x8 8 
DUE 7 sl-34x l 3  5 

Due 5 Cts s l-39x5 4 
Poin ting hand and "3" sl-33x 1 2  7 

HELD FOR/POSTAGE arc-22x l 4  5 
DU E/3 s l - l  l x l 6  3 
DUE.3 .  sl-40x9 6 

H ELD FOR/POST AGE b-arc-25x l 1 4 
H ELD/FOR/POSTAGE c-20 5 

DUE 5 scrol l -27x l 3  7 
DUE,  I ct s l -20�xl 1 4 



Insufficient Postage - New Haven to White Water, Wisc. 

HELD FOB POST.AGE _?T PRE·PAIDJ 
28 30 

29 D u e  6 Due3 RETURNED FOR 3 1  

Duel 33 

Due :lets 
34 

po�;w: Duel 
32 36 

aeid For Pos t aGe (SHoRTPArn) Due2 D UE 2. 
37 38 39 40 

D UE. fl. 
4 1  

H E L D  F O R P O ST f.. G E  
42 

Due 1 Ct 
43 

5Cts. Due 3D UE  ��� DUE 10 
44 45 

DETAINED FOR POSTAGE 
Due S Cts. 

50 

D UE. ti. 
54 

48 

..,� 3 
5 1  

55 56 

46 
47 

DUE ? 
49 

O UE 3 
52 53 

~ Due.let 
57 58 
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A fter prepayment was re
quired, the unpaid rates 

were  w i t h d ra w n , a n d  

double (or larger) rate 
letters prepaid only one 
rate were charged addi
tional postage at prepaid 

rates. 

· �' I :!J: J,�filJ 'f� : 
t :. - \ ( . 

\ 
_ .,.  - . i ; . :r-;, ; 

� .i · · . ·� 

Ii 1 · . � / ;:') 
·� 
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) ; /  

Troy, N .  Y . ,  used this 
straight line style mark
ing to show one rate due 

on a partially prepaid 

double letter. 

) /  / . ,,. 
(" / 

ck�/� ki;i,�. -� -..... t!'li. 

An attempted fraud detected at  
the New York P.  0. An un
cancelled Nesbitt envelope 

stamp was careful ly cut out 

and pasted on the cover. Such 
use was prohibi ted and the 
addressee was requested to 
supply postage. 

�ahrL . 
?Y;� 



Insufficient Postage - Illustrations 

The huge ADVERTISED/D 
/ I  ct. used at Newport, R. I .  

---.... ,, ., 

>� � . • • •  · , c...-

' . 
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The San Francisco marking applied to 
totally unpaid letters held for postage was so 

large that it was usually applied as a back

stamp, together with a townmark showing 
date of receipt. When the postage was re
ceived, the stamp was placed on the front 
and obliterated with the townmark on date 

of entry into the mails . 

' 
'-' . �.... --. 

. ' 

Circular St.  Louis 
ADVERTISED/D. 
The obliterator, an 

"F" within an "0," is 

a cryptogram for 
Oxford Furnace, the 
town of origin . 
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Advertised 
I f  a letter was not cal led for at the post office 

of destination, the postmaster was required by 
the PL& R to advertise the name of the addressee 
in a local newspaper . He was au thorized, dur
ing this period, to pay not more than I ¢  per 
name to the publisher of the ! isl .  I f  the person to 
whom the letter was addressed appeared to 
claim i t , he was charged I ct to rei mburse the 
postmaster for the advertising cost .  If the leuer 
was not cal l ed for within the requ ired period of 
t ime, it was sent to the Dead Letter Office. On 
his  next accounting to the Post Office Depart
ment, the postmaster received a 1 ¢ credi t  to 
reimburse h im for his advertising expense in 

Tracing 
Town and State Number 
Albion, N . Y .  I 

Attica, N .Y .  2 
Auburn, N . Y .  3 
Bangor, Me. 4 

Bangor, Me. 5 

USPM - Auxiliary Postal Service Markings 

connection with advertised dead letters. 
The t ime periods a l lowed for advertising 

letters and sending unca l led-for- letters to the 
Dead Let ter Office varied according to t he 
amount of the total receipts of each post office. 

The fact that a let ter had been advertised was 
noted on the cover as an accounting device and 
to j ust i fy the col lection of the I ct advertis ing fee 
from the recipient .  Sma l l  offices made this 
notation in  manuscript whi le others employed 
the handstamps l is ted here. They were a l l  loca l 
l y  made, the  usual format being a s traigh t l i ne 
composed of type. They may or may not include 
" I ' ' ,  " I  ct" ,  or " 1  CENT." 

Shape Rarity 
Wording and Size Number 

ADVERTISED.ID s l-24x2 4 

ADVERTISED b-sl -23x8 3 
ADV I sl- l 9x l 0  4 

ADVERTISED/ I c-28 5 

BANGOR Me/DI Advt .  c-32 6 

B loomington, I l l. 6 ADVERTISED (and encircled) 1 sl -40x5;c- 1 9  7 
Brooklyn ,  N .Y .  7 ADVERTISED I CENT s l-59x5 5 
Charleston, S.C. ADVERTISED/ONE CENT sl-35x l I 5 
Chicago, I l l .  8 CHICAGO I LL/D/Yr/ c-32 5 

ADVERTISED 

Chicago, I l l .  9 CHICAGO/D/Yr I ADV ER TIS ED shield-28x30 7 

(blue) 
Chicago, II I. I O  AD VER TISED/D/l Ct. o-39x20 7 
Deerfield, N .Y .  I I  ADVERTISED I C! sl-59J.2x7 5 
Detroit ,  Mich . 1 2 ADVERTISED sl-43x5 3 

Dubuque, Iowa 1 3 ADVERTISED sl-4 l x3!7 4 

Erie, Pa. 1 4  Adv.D- 1 ct s l-66x6 7 
Ft. Des Moines, Iowa 1 5  ADVERTISED/ I /CENT c-29� 6 
Hartford, Conn. 1 6  ADVERTISED sl -4l x4J.2 3 
Keokuk, Iowa 1 7  ADVERTISED sl -35x3J.2 4 

Lawrence, Mass. 1 8  ADV. l sl-22x4� 4 

Louisvil le, Ky. 1 9  LOU ISVI LLE/DI ADVERTISED c-33 6 

Lowell ,  Mass. 20 ADVERTISED/D (star) arc-28 6 
Lowel l,  Mass. 2 1  ADV. I sl - 1 6x3 4 
Mobi le, Ala. 22 ADV ERTISED sl -42x4 3 
Mobile, Ala. 23 ADV/ I c-20 5 

Newark, N.J . 24 Advertised. sl -45x6 3 
New Haven, Conn. (probably) 25 N . . . .  . /D/ADV c-32� 5 

New Haven, Conn. 26 ADV/D s l - 12x4J.2 4 
New London, Conn.  27 ADVERTISED I CT sl -39x3 4 



Advertised - Albion, N . Y .  to New London, Conn. 

t; C T 1 @vERr•SC]!) ADV 1 
l 2 

AOVERTl�ED G 
ADVERTISED 1 CENT 

3 

8 

4 

9 

AD VERTISED l e! A DV E R T I SE D  
l l 

I O  

.A ov E R T 1 s E n  A d y. � eJJ l l · l ct 
1 3  1 4  

ADVE R Tl3 1: 1J  ADV - RT ! S E !>  A DV.l 
1 8  �.� 

1 7  

_.,� ADV .I 
1 �1l T /' 21  A DV E R T I S E D 

� � --
� 'n J'  r tt1 

22 

.,£. I t°' 
-

20 

A clvert l sed , 
24 

A faint strike, in blue, of the Chicago 

ADVERTISED shield. 

• J U N _ 

ADV 
OC T 

I 
:i. �tv 26 

ADVr RT1S ED 1 CT. 
27 

25 

• ' I . I ··-r /. /. 1. t • /o \ I /i I I . I . ?,. ,  , . ,,. . . .  , , 
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Tracing Shape Rarzty 
Town and State Number Wording and Size Number 

New Orleans, La. 28 ADV. I b-32l-2x l 1 6 
New Orleans, La. NEW ORLEANS P.0./D/ c-3 1 7 

NOT CALLED FOR 
Newport, R . I .  29 ADVERTISED/ONE CENT arc- I 7l-2x l 5  6 
Newport, R . I .  30 ADVERTISED,/?/ } ct .  o-55x44 7 

(approx . )  
New York City 3 1  ADVERTISED s l -4 l x6 3 
New York City 32 NEW YORK POST OFFICE/ o-30�x l 6  6 

ADVERTISED 
Phi ladelphia, Pa. 33 ADV�/ ! Cts .  sl-32x l 8  6 
Philadelphia, Pa. 34 ADV�/! Ct. sl-33x l 9  3 
Philadelphia, Pa. 35 RECD/D f-b-27x l 8� 5 
Pi t tsfield, Mass. 36 ADV/I s l - l Ox l O  4 
P lacerv i l l e, Cal .  37 adv sl- l I x4l-2 5 
Providence, R. I .  38 ADV.ICE I NT b-24x l 9  6 
Providence, R . I .  39 ADVERTISED sl -36x3 4 
St .  Louis, Mo. 40 ADVERTISE DID c-3 1 5 
Stockton, Cal .  41  ADVERTISED. o-40x l 7  6 
Stockton, Cal .  ADVERTISED sl-45x6 4 
Syracuse, N .  Y .  42 ADV I ct s l -36x6 4 
Troy, N.Y .  43  TROY N. Y .ID/Yrl Advertised. c-32 5 
Troy , N .Y .  44 
U tica , N .Y .  45 
Waltham, Mass. 46 
Worcester, Mass. 47 
Worcester, Mass . 48 
Town unknown 49 

Forwarded, Misdirected 
During the  1 85 1 - 1 86 1  decade free forwarding 

was not pra ct iced, as i t  i s  today .  I f  i t  was neces
sary to forward a let ter because it had been 
improperly addressed or because the addressee 
h ad moved, add i t ional postage was charged a t  
norma l rates from the origi n a l  des t ina t ion to 
the new address . Let ters cou l d  be forwarded 
collect or prepaid by money or s tamps. Prior to 
Apri l  1 ,  1 855 ,  the unpaid forwarding fee was 5¢ 
per single weight let ter for dis tances under 
3 ,000 mi l es ;  a fter tha t da te the  u npaid rates were 
wi thdrawn and unpa i d  forw arding rates were 
the same as norma l postage rates on prepaid 
mail .  

The word DUE is of ten associated with the  
n umeral represent ing the  ra te to  be col l ec ted 
from the addressee. The postmaster at Leom in -

Advertised/D Yr: I /ct sl-38x l0  (blue) 6 
ADVERTISED l C: sl-62x6 4 
ADVERTISED.  I sl -39x5 4 

Adv. I cent s l-35x4 4 
Advert ised One Cent sl-54x4 5 

NOT /CALLED/FOR c- 1 8  6 

ster,  Mass . ,  a t  t imes a pp l ied a prin ted adhesive 
l abel reading FOR WARDED DUE 3 CENTS. 
The word MISD IRECTED was sometimes 
handstamped at New York as a reason for for
wardin g. 

The l ater pract ice of return ing  a le t ter to the  
sender where a return address had  been pro
vided was not fol lowed by local postmasters, a l 
though the Dead Letter Office did do so,  a t  least 
according to the 1 859 PL&R . The 1 860 PMG 
Report impl ies tha t  a n  arrangement for return
ing l et ters to the  sender had been p u t  i n to effect :  
"The new law concern ing the  return of leuers , 

upon which the names and post offices of the 
wri ter were indorsed , was communicated 
spec ia l ly  to a l l  postmasters; bu t ,  as yet ,  i t  seems 
to have been measurably i nopera t ive . " 



Advertised - New Orleans to Worcester, Mass. 

JA»v.1 .I 
28 

ADVERTISED 
3 1  

A D V. 
CE l�T - -

38 

32 

ADV� 
�� l et .. 

34 

ADVERTI SED 
39 

-::::s ... 
Advertised 2 1 
Nov l3, S2 S.ct 

c::::w: - - =- -:::I 
- �  

44 
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_\DV 
I ad-Y 

37 
36 

41  

4 CI\' I ct 
40 42 

ADVERT1S£0 l c.r 
45 

43 

.\D V B RT f lllD.1 
46 

Adv. J ce11t Advertise tt One Cen 

,. ---,_, ' 1 ' �  I 
< , I 

t • •  
.. • t , ,.., - • 

l 3 '- : ' . , -· 

47 48 
49 

Most A DVERTISED hand
stamps were straight l ines 
from local type. The Troy, 

N. Y., postmaster embellished 

his by adding the rate, the day 
and year, and bars above and 
below. 
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In this l is t ing, the rate mark i s  not included that the rate was at tached to the FOR WARDED 
in the measured dimensions when it  is doubtful hands tamp. 

Tracing Shape R arity 
Town and State Number Wording and Size Number 
Annapoli s, Md. FORWARDED 5 (The "5" may be s l-45x3� 3 

at tached to the handstamp). 
Boston, Mass. 2 FOR WARDED sl -4 1 x4 2 
Chelsea , Mass. 3 Forwarded (With point ing sl-50x5 5 

hands - orange) .  
Detroi t ,  M ich . 4 FORWARDED sl -43x5 3 
Great Fa l l s, N . H .  5 FORWARDED sl -42x4 3 
Leominster, Mass. FORWARDED, 1 855/DUE 3 CENTS label-47x 1 5  8 

(Also known wi thout 
FORWARDED).  

Lowell ,  Mass .  6 FORWARDED ( Blue) s l -40x5Y2 3 
Medina, Ohio FORWARDED sl-44�x5Y2 3 
M i lwaukee, Wisc. 7 FORWARDED sl-43x5 3 
New Haven, Conn. 8 FORWARDED/3 arc-30x29 3 
New Ipsw ich, N .H. 9 FORWARDED b-sl -27x6 3 
New Orleans, La. NEW ORLEANS P .O./D/NOT c-3 1 7 

CALLED FOR 
New York City 1 0  MISDIRECTED sl-4 l x4 7 
New York City 1 1  FORWARDED sl-42x5 2 
Port land, Ore. 1 2  FORWARDED 5 sl-48x4 4 
Poughkeepsie,  N. Y .  1 3  FORWARDED sl-45x4 3 
Quincy, I l l .  1 4  FORWARDED/DU E 3 s l-45x4 4 
Sacramento, Cal .  1 5  FOR ' D  sl- 1 8x5 5 
San Francisco, Cal. 1 6  FORWARDED scrol l-30�x5 4 
Saratoga Springs, N .Y .  1 7  FOWRARDED 3 sl-46x4� 3 
Smithfield, N.C. FORWARDED sl-45x5Y2 3 
Staunton, Va. 1 8  FORWARDED sl-3 1 Y2x3Y2 3 
Washington, D . C. FORWARDED sl-43Y2x3Y2 2 
Waterbury , Conn. FORWARDED sl-? 
W heel ing, Va. FORWARDED s l -? 
Yel low Springs, Ohio 1 9  FORWARDED c-2 1 5 



Forwarded, M isdi rected 

F O  I!,  •. � A T! D F.. D lJlre nts 
5 .fUrtWA1'tlJ_g1> 9 

l 2 � 

25 1 

(�Forwarde� FORWA R DE D s FORWARDED. 
3 4 D U E  3 

5 FoRW1!RDED l= ORW�RD £ D  c:i��A ,f1' (jORWARDED) 
HI SDIRECTED f ORWARDED ....._ :1 ° ' 

I O  1 1  8 

FOAWARDED5 F O P. WA RDED FORWARDED 
1 2  1 3  1 4  � D u  E 3 

� OR"\) 
1 5  

r�t[w.4on rA � �  FO,YflAR OET 3 
1 7  

; 
. · -- -

FORWARDED handstamp of Waterbury, Conn. After April I ,  1 855, when the 

unpaid rates were withdrawn, all mail was forwarded at the prepaid rates. 
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Since forwarding was 
not free , an addi
t ional ra te was re
quired when a letter 

was forwarded. Here 

someone  a t  Pen 
dleton, S.  C . ,  supplied 
a stamp to pay the 
forwarding fee. 

/L,L ;7 q_ J-tt 
��"$i&�:;=�ii !!���-•-ra1 - -�• < L . / 

J'L&A.Ba 
RETURN TIUS LETTER 

TO 
SAMUEL C. DAVIS & C O., 

�O. 7 1!!!N RT, ST. LOUIS, MO., 
Ir no\ llJ1rd r-0r Jilma ll'O 'fllkJ aft!f ill IMipl. 

The Hannibal postmaster 
properly rated this forwarded 
letter "5" and identified the 
charge by writ ing the word 
"Forwarded." 

ltro. 

In 1 860 Congress provided for 

return of undeliverable mail 

on which a return address was 
supplied. Examples before 
demone t i za t ion are rare.  ' Gfle/11.:J., Gfla1�. P?ct�t �<eJMrfman) 

I . 

" YORK, 
N. Y. 

When a letter was 
misdirected by post 
office error, no 
forwarding fee was 
charged, but many 

postmasters identi

fied such mail (see 
text). 



Missent, Too Late - Illustrations 

/ ' \  ( )  .... . /. 
J TJ L  -� 1 

l 8 .5 g  � 

253 

The strik ing cir
cular M ISSENT 
handstamp of New 

Haven, Conn. 

' . '  

The postmaster at Ply
mouth, Mass., used this 
archi tectural design on 
mail sent to his office in 

error. 

jlf s .  ff� �� t, rJd� �� 
�;;-� 

New Orleans boxed 
" too late" in black on 
1 855 cover addressed 
to Texas. 
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M issent, Too Late 
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appl ied. 
When letters arrived at the wrong destinat ion 

because of error on the part of the mail han
dl ing system, they were forwarded to their pro
per destinations free of any addi tional charge. A 
few towns applied handstamps to such mai l  
containing the words M ISSENT or M ISSENT 
AND FORWARDED. Such handstamps pro
bably served the dual purposes of explaining 
late del i veri es to addressees as wel l as their pre
sence on the forwarding postmaster 's way bi l l .  
A few let ters to Balt imore have been seen mark
ed M ISSENT SOUTH and M ISSENT EAST. I t  
is  not known where these handstamps were 

I t  is bel ieved tha t the marking TOO LATE 
was applied to indicate a delay caused by a 
missed connection that was not the fau l t  of the 
postal serv ice. The l i st ings of the TOO LATE 
markings known used during this period are 
based on art icles by Steven M .  Roth that have 
appeared in the C hron icle. In addi t ion to those 
l is ted, s imi lar markings by foreign post offices 
may occasional l y  be found on U.S . -rela ted 
mai l .  The same wording was a lso sometimes 
applied to a U .S .  cover by a private firm. These 
latter examples are not, of course, U .S. postal 
markings and are not included in this l ist ing. 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Town and State Number Wording and Size Number 

M issent 
Boswn, Mass. I M ISSE NT sl -33x5 3 
Boston, Mass. 2 MISSENT TO/BOSTON, MASS. s l -34x9 6 
Brooklyn,  N . Y .  3 M ISSENT /TO/BROOKLYN/N .Y. c-30 6 
Charleston, S.C. 4 MISSENT & FORWARDED sl -68x5 4 
Chelsea, Mass. 5 MISSENT (orange) sl -33�x5� 
Fl int, M ich. 6 MISS ENT I AND/FOR WARDED b-27�x l 2  2 
M ilwaukee, W isc. 7 Missent and Forwarded s l-43x3 4 
New Haven, Conn . 8 NEW-HAVEN /MIS/SENT /Ct c-30 6 
New Mi l ford, Conn. 9 MIS-SENT I AND/FOR WARDED/ c-32 7 

N EW-/MILFORD/C :!: 
New York Ci ty 1 0  MISS ENT s l -35x6 2 
New York City 1 1  M ISSENT &/FORWARDED sl-37x l 0  3 
Sacramen to, Ca l . 1 2  MISSENT FROM N .Y. sl-59x l 4  l O  

TO/SACRAMENTO 
Seymour, Conn.  13  M ISS ENT sl -28x6Yz 4 
Smi thfield, N.C. 1 4  MISSENT /ms&/FORWARDED sl -34�x6;45x5 4 
Taunwn, Mass. 1 5  TAU NTON /M iss & For'd/MASS. c-30 6 
Washington , D .C . 1 6  M ISS ENT sl-27Yzx4Yz 2 
Waterbury, Conn.  1 7  WATE RBURY /MIS/SENT I c-34 6 

& FO RD/Ct 
Waterbury , Conn. 1 8  MIS-SENT & FOR WARDED sl-40x2� 4 
Town unknown 1 9  MIS SENT b-39x8 3 
Town un known 20 MISSENT EAST. s l -42x4 7 
Town un known MISSENT SOUTH s l-42x4 6 
Town unknown 2 1  MISSENT &/FOR WAR'D  sl -26x7 3 
Stock sty le 22 MISS ENT I AND/FOR WARDED b-arc-27Yzx 1 1  2 

Too Late 
New Orleans I too late (red, black) b-44x 1 4  g 
New York City 2 TOO LATE (red, black) s l -35x4Yz 9 
San Francisco, Cal. 3 Too Late dlo-42x23 9 
San Francisco, Ca l .  4 TOO LATE (orange, black) sl-26x4 9 



Missent - Boston to Waterbury, Conn. ;  Too Late 

M I S S  E N T 
I 

ll'l ll EN T  TO 
• o sT OM, MA.S I. 

2 

MISSENT & FORWARDED 
4 

Musmt and tor "•rMJ. 
7 

M ISSENT 8c 
l=ORWAADE D 

I I  
8 
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MISS ENT 
5 

3 

M I S SENT 
1 0  

9 

MISSE NT FROM N· Y.TO 
SA CRAML1� TO MISSEi� 4 M I S�T FORWARDED 1 2  1 3  

M I S S ENT 
1 6  

1 5  

(MIS  SENT) ML')IDT EAST. 
1 9  20 

1 4  

Mls-mn " FOAWAMQ. 
1 8  

1 7 

MISS E NT A 
F O R WAR' D  

2 1  

l�I 
22 

( r�� la,t�) TClO L>,TE 
2 

TOO L AT E  
4 3 
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Dead Letters 
Undeliverable mai l sen t to the Dead Letter 

Office in Washington was marked on the sealed 
side wi th the townmark of the post office from 
which the letter was sen t to the Dead Let ter 
Office. For this purpose St .  Louis and Phi ladel
phia each used a special mark that contained 
the word DEAD. 

If i t  cou ld be determined to whom the letter 
was lO be mai led, the Dead Let ter Office appl ied 

Wording 
P.O.  DEPT/msD/msYr/DEAD LETTER OFFICE 
P.O. DEPARTMENT ID/Yr/DEAD LETT E R  OFFICE 
DEAD LETTER OFFICE/D/Yr/P.O. DPI' 

DEAD LETTER OFFICE/D/Yr/P.0. DEPT. 

USPM - Auxil iary Postal Service Markings 

its marking wi th a sui table postage due mark. 
The letter was then mailed to i ts final dest ina
t ion. 

The Act of July 27, 1 854 ,  provided for a 
branch of the Dead Letter Office to be located in 
San Francisco for expedit ing the handl ing of 
dead letters in Cali fornia, Oregon, and Wash
ington Terri tory. The firs t  type of Wash ington , 
D. C. , Dead Letter Office handstamp i n  circular 
form is known used as late as 1 852 .  

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Number and Size Number 

1 c-30 6 
2 do-45x37 5 
3 do-34x29 4 
4 o-49x40 5 

SAN FRANCISCO Cal ./msD/Yr/DEAD LETTER OFFICE 
PHILADELPHIA ?/D/DEAD 

5 
6 

dc-42 1 0  
c-32 8 

SAI NT LOUIS/D/Yr/DEAD 7 c-32 7 

Sent to the Dead Letter Office because mails to the South had been suspended. 
Writer's name was determined and the let ter returned to her, marked DUE 3 cts. 

Supplementary Mail 
This marking is just  the opposi te of the 

marking TOO LATE. I t  represen ts a special 
service accorded mails arriving after the sched
uled closing t ime for connecting routes so that  
the connection cou ld nevertheless be made. 

The small boxed marking is found on out-

Wording 
SUPPLEMENTARY /MAIL 
CH ICAGO/D/SUPPLEM E NTARY MAIL 

going foreign mai l  a t  New York, where an ex tra 
charge (payable in cash )  was made for this ser
vice . The Chicago marking was used at that 
city on letters addressed to d is tant U.S. points. 
No extra charge for this service at Chicago has 
come to l ight. 

Tracing Shape Rarity 

Number a nd Size Number 
I b-2 l �x l 2  8 
2 c-3 1 8 
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3 

6 7 
5 

2 

The Chicago Supplementary Mail postmark. 
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Post Office Local Agent 
To expedi te handl ing of large amoun ts of 

mail received at major s teamboat landings, the 
Post Office Departmen t  employed local agents, 
as provided in the fol lowing regu lations: 

On the Ohio river from and below Louisvi l le, and on 
the Mississi ppi and Red river, t he conveyance of t he 
mail  is engaged by the t rip. Local agents assigned to 
that duty are stationed at Loui svi l le ,  St.  Lou is, and 

New Orleans. The evidence of the agreement is  re
ported Lo the Con tract Office. The mai l  bi l l , executed 
by the agent and captain, and the certi ficates of the 
post masters of the receipt of t he mails upon the dup
l icate of the bi l l ,  upon w hich the captain obtains 
payment for t he service, are sent Lo the Inspection 

Office as proof of performance, and by that office to 

the Audi tor, to obtain the proper credit for the Post
master. ( Chapter 33, Sec. 203, PL&R, 1 852) .  

F. A .  Dentzel served as the " loca l"  mail agent 
for t he New Orleans post office from at least 
July 1 ,  1 850, through June 30, 1 857.  During this 
period, the compensation paid  him indicates 
that he was one of the principal agents for the 
department .  His salary was $ 1 ,925 for 1 85 3  and 
$2,000 for 1 859 .  The importance of his  duties is 
evident as the Pos tmaster of New Orleans a lso 
received only  $2,000 compensation in 1 859. 

His duties are further explained in a letter 
written by Postmaster W i l l iam G. Kenda l l  of 
New Orleans to the Post Office Departmen t on 

Wording 

PA I D/F.A. D E NTZEL/A GT. P . O . / N . O .  

PA I D/F.A.  DENTZEL/ ACT. P . O . / N . O .  

2 

The oval handstamp used by 

F. A. Dentzel, who processed 
mail from steamboats at the 
New Orleans docks. This 

cover was carried by "S. B. 
MA RY FOLEY."  

USPM - Auxil iary Postal Service Markings 

Apri l  6, 1 855: 
The Unpa id let ters brough t here by steam boats are 
cal led "Way " when the steamboat is  a mai l  carrier 
under con tract, and when brought by other steam
boats t hey are cal led "STEA M" and thus stamped. We 
pay the carriers who bri ng "Way " lelters 1 ¢  and 
"STEA M "  2¢ each. These are not "Drop-leuers" be
cause they are taken from the boats the momen t they 
land by the loca l mail agent ,  Mr. Dentzel, and 
brought LO th is  office and thereupon are stamped and 
charged as above described. 

After the local agen t has cancelled t he stamps on 
prepaid letters, he al lows t he clerk of the boat LO del iv
er t hem LO the parties addressed w ithout the aid of 
intervention of the Post  Office w hen they sha l l  desire 

to do so. 
Such leuers as relate excl usively to the cargo of the 

vessel are all owed by the local agent to be delivered 
w ithout postage from the agents of the boat to the 
consignee or party addressed. 

Even through other ports also had simi lar 
mail agents, apparent ly  Dentzel was the only 
one who used a handstamp marking device. 
The " Dentzel " mark ing is scarce and appears 
infrequently on both s tamped and stampless 
letters in 1 85 1 ,  1 852, 1 853 and perhaps later. 
None of the l et ters bear "STEAM" or "Way" 
marki ngs and rarely bear a New Orleans town
mark . 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Number and Size Number 

o-23x 1 9  8 
2 c-23 7 
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Registered Mail 
The data contained here is based on the writ

ings of Barbara R .  Mueller which have appear
ed in the Chronicle and "U .S. Registry Fees, 
1 855- 1 955" which was publ ished in the 2 1 st vol 
ume o f  the A merican Philatelic Congress i n  
1 955, as well a s  Tracy W.  Simpson 's survey a s  i t  
first appeared in United States Postal Markings 
1851 to 1861 ( 1 959) .  

S ince the treatment of registered letters 
changed dramatica l ly during this period, the 
l istings that fol low are grouped according to 
three periods : 

Before July 1, 1855. There was no P.O. D .  
registry system prior to this date, a l though a 
number of i ndividual postmasters had insti tut
ed their own local systems. A few towns em
ployed special handstamps indicating this 
service, while others used manuscript mark
ings .  At Phi ladelphia, the letter "R" was app l i

ed to regi stered letters received from other 
towns. 

July l, 1855, to early 1857. A 5¢ charge (pay
able in cash) was made for registered letters, but 
postmasters were "forbidden to make any mark 
or entry of any kind on registered letters to in
dicate that they contain valuable enc losures. " 
In direct violation of this regu lation, a very few 
instances are known where such letters were 
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Red "R" and reg1-

s t r  a t  i o n  n u m b e r  
applied by Cincin
nati postmaster. On 
receipt at Phi ladel
phia the clerk there 

put "3" at lower left 
as his identifying 
mark. 

identified by special markings. 

After early 1857. The 1 857  PL&R provided 
that "al l registered letters are, before mai l ing, to 
be numbered on the upper left hand corner; 
their number to correspond to those on the 
letter bil ls . " The P L&Rs never required that the 
word "Registered" or i ts equ ivalent be marked 
on the letter. Some postmasters, however, used a 
handstamp conta ining this word or wrote i t  on 
the letter. 

The 5¢ fee did not provide any indemnifica
tion in the event of loss of the letter, as is now 
the case. A notation on a cover indicating that 
this fee had been paid is extremely rare . It was 
frequently the practice in  Canada to mark 
MONEY LETTER on valuable mai l .  At a few 
points in the United S tates these words were 
also used. Confusion sometimes occurs because 
regi stered letters addressed to Canada were 
occasional ly marked MONEY LETTER when 
they entered the Canadian mai ls at  the ex
change office. These are not U .S .  postal mark
mgs. 

Even though the markings in this section are 
grouped accordi ng to date, it must be under
stood that markings in one group may be found 
in the period of use of a later group. 
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Town and State 

Augusta, Ga. 
Autaugavi l le, Ala. 
Charleston, S.C. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Detro i t, M ich. 

Mobile, A la. 
New Orleans 
Phi ladelphia, Pa. 
Ph i ladelphia, Pa. 

Springfield, Ohio 

Tuscaloosa, A la. 
Wi lkes Barre, Pa. 

Cincinnati , Ohio 
Newbern, N .C. 
St .  Louis, Mo. 

Cincinnat i ,  Ohio 
Lewiston, N .Y .  
Lonsdale, R . I .  

Nevada Ci ty ,  Cal .  

Northumberland, Pa. 
Oshkosh, Wis. 
St .  Louis, Mo. 
Wetumpka, Ala. 

Cala is, Me. 
Chunennuggee, A la. 
Columbus, M iss. 
Lewis town, Pa . 
Mon tgomery, A la .  
New York, N .Y .  

Saco, Me. 

Springfield, Ohio 
Any other handstamp 
" Registered" in ms, 
usually wi th number. 

Tracing 
Number Wording 

M arkings Used Before July l ,  1 855 

1 REGISTERED 
R EGISTERED 

2 R EGISTERED 
3 MONEY /LETTER 
3a MONEY /R EGISTER ED/ 

DETROIT 
4 REGISTER ED/No. 
5 REGISTERED.  
6 R 
7 R 
8 R EG ISTERED 

REGISTERED 
9 R EGISTERED 

Markings Used From July  l ,  1 855 to  Early 1857 
I O  R 

1 1  REGISTERED (blue) 

REGISTERED 
Markings Used From Early 1 857  to 1 861  

I O  R 
1 2  MONEY LETTER 

1 3  REGISTERED 

1 4  R EGISTERED 

1 5  

1 6  

REGISTERED 
REGISTERED 
REGISTERED 
REGISTERED 

M arkings Not Classified By Dates of Use 

R EGISTERED 
REGISTERED 
REG ISTERED 

1 7  
1 8  

1 9  

20 

Reg 
REGISTERED 

REGISTERED (perhaps privately 

appl ied) 
R EG ISTERED (w i th poin t ing 

hands) (B lue) 
REG ISTERED 

Registry Markings on Transatlantic Mail  
With handstamped REGISTER E D  

Wi th ms  registry markings 

Shape Rarity 
and Size Number 

s l -50x5 
sl-52x6 

b-sl -36x8 
o-30x l 8  
o-3 I x24 

s l -34x9 
s l -39x4 

8x l 2  
l 2x l 8  

sl-60x5 

s l -? 
s l-32x4� 

1 5x l 4  
s l -38J7x5 
sl -36x4 

1 5x l 4  
sl-4 1 x5 

c-2 1 

sl -53x5 
sl -40x5 
sl -42x5 
s l -43x5 
sl-52x7 

sl-52x6 
sl-52x6 
sl- l 4�x5 
sl -52x6 

s l -44x3 

sl-57�x5 

7 
7 
7 
I O  
9 

7 
7 
7 
9 
7 

7 
7 

9 
1 0  

9 

9 
9 
6 

10  
7 
7 
7 
7 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

6 

6 
6 

4 

9 
7 



Registered Markings 

REGISTER ED fREGISTEBED} 
I 2 

3 

("l'}';Jf' R1 REGISTERED. R 5 
4 6 

RE GISTERED REGISTEAE C 
8 9 K '· R REGI STERE D MONEY L£TTll 1 0  

7 l l 1 2  

REC.i�TERED 
1 4  R E C I SI E R E O  

1 5  

1 3  REG I STER E D. 
1 6  

RE C I  S TER E D. 
1 8  

nes 
1 7  

er? ll EGIST E� ED £JJ0. � 
REGISTE RED 

20 
PA I D  6:ds. 

1 9  

A debate once raged as to how the registry fee was paid. Some thought the 5¢ stamp, which 
appeared the same time registration was officially authorized, was intended to pay the registry 

fee, al though regulations stated the fee was to be paid in cash. Here the 1 2¢ stamp paid the 
quadruple rate. The Wilkesbarre postmaster marked "5" in pen, presumably to show the 
registry fee was paid in cash. 

26 1 
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One of the few known 
covers where the registry 

fee was, in fact, paid 

with a 5¢ stamp. 

f.-Jff7 

/;H�/ cJk £/;_�:j_ 
_:f/? (��a;tt- -/1/{z2_6 

fuu· 1 

When Mr. Lord, the 
addressee, failed to 
pick up this letter, it 
was advertised in a 
local paper. When 

Mr. Lord still  did not 

appear, it was sent to 

t h e  D e a d  L e t t e r  
Office. 

The Detroit handstamp 
used to identify registered 
mail before such service 
was officially adopted by 

the P. 0. D. 



Ship Letters 

Letters from forei gn or domes tic ports which 
traveled over water routes (wh ich had not been 
designated post roads ) by sh ips or other vessels 
having no mai l  contracts were cal led ship let
ters. The law required the ship captain  to de
posi t  such letters i n  the post office where he first 
made port. For this service he was en t i tled to a 
fee of 2¢ per l et ter (provided the ship was not 
foreign owned) . This 2¢ fee was added to the 
postage, whether it was paid to the ship captain 
or not. 

Unti l February 27, 1 86 1 ,  the ra te for each ship 
letter recei ved at  the port of en try was 6¢ i f  i t  
was del ivered a l  the port of entry. I f  i t  was ad
dressed to a point  beyond the port of entry, the 
rate was 2¢ plus the normal  in land postage 
from port of entry to dest inat ion or place ad
dressed. The 2¢ and 6¢ charges were regardless 
of weight. On prepaid s ingle weight leuers 
mai l ed prior to Apri l 1 ,  1 855, and a l l  letters 
mailed after that over distances less than 3,000 
mi les from the port of entry , the total postage 
was less (5¢) than if the letter was del ivered at  
the port ( 6¢ ) .  The Act of February 27 ,  1 86 l ,  cor
rected this  anomaly by reducing the port of 
entry rate to 5¢. 

The Regula tions of 1 855 a l tered the manner 

Calais, Me., SHIP and "2" rate mark for 

mail beyond port to New Bedford, Mass. 

Domestic letter rate only was prepaid. 
Partial photo. 

of handling s teamboat mai l .  The payment of 
"way" and "steam" fees was cont in ued, bu t 
these addit ional charges were no longer col lect
ed from the addressee w hen the normal postage 
had been prepaid. If such letters were, however, 
not prepaid, " . . .  they should be treated as ship 
leuers, and are chargeable as such wi th a post
age of 6¢, i f  del i vered at the office at  wh ich the 
vessel shal l arrive, and with 2¢ in addit ion to the 
ordinary rate of postage if  dest ined to be convey
ed by post to another place. " (Section 1 1 6) .  
Here, too, the port of en try fee was reduced to 5¢ 
under the Act of February 27, 1 86 1 .  

Al l  mail subject LO a ship letter charge was 
supposed to be marked "Ship ."  However, i t  
appears that the occasional letter which had the 
ship fee as well as the normal in land postage 
prepaid by s tamps escaped being  so marked. 
Examples are l euers bearing a s ingle 1 2¢ stamp 
from Hawai i  which entered the mails at San 
Francisco and were directed to the East (after 
Apr i l  l ,  1 855) .  This 1 2¢ presumably represen ts 
the 1 0¢ in land rate p lus the 2¢ ship fee. Letters 
par tly prepai d  by stamps for only the normal 
inland rate, on the other hand, bear a SHIP or 
DUE marking. 

-. . 

2 



264 

Wording 

N EW- YOR K/S H I P/D 

N EW-Y O R K/D/S H I P  

S H I P  

S H I P /7 

6 i n  c ircle 

N EW - YO R K/SH I P/D/5 ns 

N E W-YO RK/SH I P/D /7 cts 

N EW -YOR K/S H I P /D/ 1 2 els 

Tracing 
Number 

Shape 
and Size 

Covers with U.S. stamps 

Fully prepaid 

New York City 

I 

2 

Baltimore 

c-30 

c-25 

Rarity 
Number 

7 

8 

1 0  

Forwarded to second address by U.S. stamp 

New Orleans 

USPM - Ship Letters 

Notes 

Known on leuer w i l h  5ct  
s lamp: 3ct p l us 21/: sh ip  fee. 

3 s l - 1 8x 1 2  5 May occur on s la mpless m a i l  
o r  Ieuers w i l h  foreign s la mps. 

New York City 

4 c-2 1 

Underpaid or payment unrecognized 

New York City  
5 c-34 

6 

5 

7 

As above. 

May occur on unrecogn ized 

1 2¢ bisect . 

E W  YORK S H I P  LETTER/ D/5 

c-34 

c-34 
c-26 

7 

7 
7 

Ful ly prepaid ship let ters without "SHIP" 

Hawaiian mail  v ia San Francisco 

Other mail  via Phi la. , New York, New Orleans, Boston, Portland, Me., Port Royal ,  S.C. 

Bearing 6ct in slamps for del i very al  porl  of en try 
Bearing 5ct or 1 2ct in slamps for del ivery beyond port 

S H I P, a nd D U E  2 els. 

S H I P ,  a nd "2" 

S H I P, a nd " 2" 

S H I P, and ms "2" 

S H I P, and "2" 

SH I P, and ms "2" 

Postage paid by stamp, ship fee d ue 

Balt imore 

7, 7a s l -23x6 

Boston 

s l -22x5 

8 s l -24x6 

8 s l - 24x6 

Calais, Me. 

9 s l - 25x6 

Galveston, Tex. 

I O  s l -23x4 

9 
8 

8 

7 

8 

7 

8 



Covers with U .  S. Stamps 

, .  

Although this cover 
rece i ved the  N E W
YORK S HIP  postmark ,  
i t  was not rated 2 ¢  due 
for the ship fee. 
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S H I P  7 
3 

Du�a 
I Cls. 

7a 

S H I P 
7 

6 

�----"---- - - - - - -

- -

4 

SHIP 
8 

This 1 2¢ bisect , intended lo pay 
6¢ rate from Cal . ,  was not recog
nized. The New York P. 0. rated 

the letter 7¢ due as a ship letter 

carried by a non-contract vessel 

over a route not a post road. 
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Shape Rarity 

USPM - Ship Letters 

Wording 
Tracing 
Number and Size Number Notes 

Postage paid by stamp, ship fee due (cont . )  

SH IP, and ms "2" 

SHIP, and "2" 

SHI P  
SHIP 

NEW-YORK/D/SH I P, and "Due 2" 
NEW-YORK/SHI P/D, and "Due 2" 
N. YORK S H I P  LETTE R/D/5 

SH I P, and "2" 

SHIP, and ms "Due 2" 

SHIP, and ms " Due 2" 

SHIP, and ms "2" 
2 in circle 
SHIP, and encircled "2" 

Key West, Flo. 

s l - 1 4x3 

New London, Conn. 

1 1  s l - I 9x5 

New Orleans 

1 2  
1 3  

s l - 1 4x5 
sl -22�4 

New York City 

7 

8 

8 

2, 2a c-25; sl-22x l I 7 
l , 2a c-30; sl -22x l l  8 

1 4  c-26 9 

Newport, R.I .  

1 5  sl -28x7 8 

Norfolk,  Va. 

1 6  s l -23x4 7 

Old Point Comfort, Va. 

1 7 s l -25x7 7 

Philadelphia 

1 8  sl-20x5 7 
1 9  c- 1 7 7 
20 s l -2 I x5 7 

Covers wi thout U.S.  stamps 

(Stampless or w ith foreign stamps) 

Tracing Shape 
Wording Number and Size 

Baltimore 

SHIP 7 sl-23x6 

Beaufort, N .C. 

SHIP. 5 sl -48x6 

Boston 

SHI P  8 sl -24x6 
SHIP 2 1 s l - 1 9x4 
7 22 1 0x l 5  
5 23 1 0x l 4 

Notes 

Black , blue. 

Black . 

On ma i l  from Nova Scot ia. 
From Nova Scotia.  

Pr ior Lo 4/ I 155.  

After 4/ I 155. 
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�"-2 S H IP I I  
1 2  

SHIP 

Sil lP , s •p P 
1 5  SH r,-(2) (2) 20 

- _, 

1 9  

S H I P 
1 3  

SH I P  S H I P  
1 7  1 8  1 4  

SH I P  
2 1  

22 23 

New York encircled "6" due 
marking in black, for ship letter 
addressed to the port, on an 1 857 
cover from London. British 8d 
outward ship letter fee paid by 
stamps. "Argo," Bri tish & 
American S.S. Co. ,  had no mail 
contract. A��---;:,-�-:--:-=----� 

Boston SHIP and "7" rate mark on 
an 1 852 letter from St. John. N. B. 

The San Francisco fancy SHIP /6 
intended for mail addressed to 
that city, with "7" rate written in 
ink for delivery beyond the port. 
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Wording 

SHIP  

SH IP  
SHIP/7 

S H I P  

SHIP  

SHIP 

SHIP 

SHIP 

SH I P/5 

SHIP  
SHIP 
SH IP  
SH I P/6/CENTS 
SHIP/7 
SH I P/6 

N EW-YORK SHI P/0/5 cts 
N EW-YOR K  SH IP/D/7 cts 
NEW-YORK SH IP/D/ 1 2  cts 
NEW-YORK/SH I P/D 
N EW-YORK/D/SHIP  
PAI D/SHIP  

SHI P  

SH I P  

Tracing 
Number 

Shape 
and Size 

Covers without U.S. stamps (cont.)  

Charleston, S.C. 

Eastport, M e. 

24 

Edenton, N .C. 

sl -?  

s l -22x4 
c- 1 9  

s l -25x6Yz 

Fall River, Mass. 
s l -? 

Lewes, Del. 
s l -? 

New Bedford, Mass. 
sl - 1 6x3Yz 

Newburyport, Mass. 
sl-20x5Yz 

New Haven, Conn. 
c-2 1 

New Orleans 
1 3  sl- l 4x5 
1 4  s l -22Yzx4 

s l - 1 6x4 
25 c-24 
3 sl- 1 8x l 2 
26 s l - 1 7x l 3  

New York City 
5 c-34 
6 c-34 

c-34 
c-30 

2 c-25 
s l -22x l 6  

Newport, R.I .  
1 5  s l -28x7 

Norfolk ,  Va. 
1 6  s l -23x4 

USPM - Ship Letters 

Notes 

B lack .  

B lack. 
On mail from New Brunswick. 

Black . 

Red. 

B lack. 

B lack , b lue, red. 

B lack , red. 

B lack .  

B lue, red, black. 
As above. 
As above. 

Red, black. 
Mai l  addressed beyond N .O .  

Mai l  addressed to  N .O .  

Black . 
Bl ack, red. 
B lack , red. 

Red. 

Red. 

Black. 

Green; w i th "5" handstamp. 



Covers without U.  S. Stamps - Charleston to San Francisco 

24 

Wording 

S H I P  

S H I P  

S H I P  

6 i n  circle 
6 in  octagon 

S H I P  

7 

SHI P  

S H I P  

SH I P/6 

�\\ '� l� 6 �� N"( �  
25 

SH I P  6 
26 

Tracing 
Number 

s ll : p 
27 

Shape 
and Siu 

Covers without U.S. stamps (cont . )  

Old  Point Comfort, Va. 
1 7  

P h iladelphia 
1 8  

20 

Port land , Me. 
27 
28 

Richmond, Va. 

San Francisco 

29 

s l -25x7 

s l -20x5 

s l -2 l x5 
c- 1 5  & var. 
d l -oct - 1 7  

s l -23x5 
9x l I 

sl- 1 9x4 

s l -25x 1 1  
fancy c- 1 7  

269 

1 
28 29 

Notes 

With " 7" handstamp. 

Blue, black. 
B lue, black. 

Addressed Lo Phi la .  
Addressed to Phi la .  

On mai l  from New Brunswick. 

Pr ior Lo 4/ I /55 . 

W i Lh "7" or " 1 2" hands Lamp. 

�--.� 'o� i.·�-(! 
I\, A " " •' · 

_ -6 From St. John, N. B.,  1 852, via 
� f h t' -( ..,. 

�· Portland, Me. , where "SHIP" and � /�
_

:z:
_-:-

.
----::----:----

"

-

7"

_

w

_

ere

-

ap

-

p

-

lie

-

d. ---
�� b /�J�� 

Ship letter from St. John, N . B. ,  
in 1 854, landed at  Eastport, Me. , 
and struck SHIP/7 in circle. 

; ( . .. .. · ,.-. ._ -- 'fj j ' , ... \ i . � � L , /� / 7-� �=-d!Y"�.>-P/-'>7. L 
�� ��: 
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;
a
h
n
e fancy SHIP /6 hand 

Francisco o 
. 

stamp used at 

letters add 
n mcomin 

. 

ressed to th 
g ship 

at port. 

New 0 1  r eans S 
black or· . H I P/6 in 

. tgm New York C" tty.  

USPM . - Ship Letters 

New Orleans SHIP/ 
Albany, N .  y ? �n letter to 

M . 
. Ong1n T . 

ex1co Jul 6 
epic 

' y ' 1 852. 
' 

..,� -�  -·".. ... 

�/I� . 
. 'M���JU?-

New Orleans . 
CENTS in 

cncular SHIP /6/ 

black on 1 858 cover. 



"STEAMSHIP" Markings 

During the 1 85 1 - 1 86 1  decade, the marking 
STEAMSHIP was not specifical ly authorized 
by the PL&Rs. I t  is therefore necessary to study 
the covers bearing these markings and later 
POD practice to determine their s igni ficance 
and use during the period. General ly ,  they 
appear to have been adopted to identify and rate 
mai l travel ing to the Uni ted S ta tes from foreign 
coun tries over ocean routes that had been desig
nated as U.S .  post roads . 

As earl y  as 1 847 the Uni ted Sta tes entered into 
i ts first mail subsidy contract for the transpor
tation of mai l to a foreign port .  This route, 
from Charleston to Havana, was put in to oper
ation in 1 848. I t  was declared to be a post road. 
Special  rates were establ ished for mai l carried 
by the contract s teamers traveling the rou te. 
These rates were un ilateral on the part  of t he 
Uni ted S tates; there was no treaty wi th Spain 
establ ishing the route, nor was there any shar
ing of postal revenues wi th her. The published 
rates covered U .S. inland postage and U .S .  
ocean mai l  service to or from the poin ts desig
nated. 

When the subs idized rou tes to Panama and 
the West Coast were establ ished, uni form rates 
to terminal  and in termediate points over both 
of these routes were a lso set, and again the 
routes were declared to be U .S .  post roads. 

The rates do not include foreign postage for 
transportation beyond the rou tes of the U .S .  
mail steamers. At the West Indies, Havana, and 
Panama connections were made wi th British 
mai l  steamers for farther points .  Likewise, U .S. 
mail steamers touched at M exican ports, to 
which U.S. postage could be prepaid for con
nection wi th the Mexican mai ls .  

Neither did these ra tes apply to mai l  carried 

under agreement w i th Great Bri tain to foreign 
ports beyond the reach of the U .S .  mai l  con
tracts . In these cases, i nvolving principal ly  
mai l s  to the west coast of South America and the 
non-British West I nd ies, treaty rates were estab
l ished for the entire route. 

The basic single rates were l 0¢ from point  of 
foreign origin along the rou te to destination in 
the U.S .  for distances under 2 ,500 mi Jes and 20¢ 
for distances over 2,500 m i les. Prepayment was 
required on outgoing mai l ,  since there was no 
method by which postage due cou ld be col lect
ed from the addressee. Incoming mai l  could be 
received col lect. 

S ince these mai l rou tes were declared to be 
U .S .  post roads, a distinction between contract 
and non-contract ships was not observed. The 
same theory tha t requ ired private express com
panies operating over internal post roads to 
carry mai l  in prepaid Nesbitt envelopes appl ied 
here. The receiving clerks charged the publish
ed rates on al l  such incoming mail ,  whether the 
letters were carried by contract s teamers or not. 
Thus, a letter from Havana to New York by a 
private non-con tract sh ip would be marked 
STEAMSHIP rather than SHIP and would be 
rated 1 0¢ rather than the pre- 1 86 1  ship fee of6¢.  

Some mail carried over these routes was not 
marked STEAMSHIP .  The postmaster at 
Charleston sometimes used a Charles ton town
mark embodying a " I O "  rating numeral .  This 
townmark had been used prior to J u ly l ,  1 85 1 ,  
to rate unpaid domestic mai l .  The pos tmas ters 
at both Charles ton and Savannah used mark
ings identifying the source of the mail  (Havana) 
w i thout the accompany ing word STEAM
SHIP. The posta l clerks at San Francisco al 
ways and those at New York occasional ly used 
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on ly  a norma l townmark wi th  a separa te appro
priate rat ing  s tamp ( " 1 0 "  or "20 " ). 

USPM - Steamship Markings 
I ndependent  Line via Panama have great ly  
added value. 

Covers showing transi t via N icaragua or 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Number Notes 
Applied a t  Bal timore 

STEAM, SHIP I sl -2 l x4; 24x7 1 0  Two separate handstamps. Blue. 
Applied at  Charleston 

CHARLESTON S.C./D / 1 0  2 c-32 8 Used on domestic mail prior 

to Ju ly I ,  1 85 1 .  Blue. 

CHARLESTON S.C./D/ 1 0/HAV ANA 3 c-35 7 B lue, black. A similar marking 
with H AVANA i nverted 

has been reported. 

HAVANA 4 sl -26x4� I O  Blue. 

STEAMSHIP/ 1 0  5 c-29 

Applied at New Orleans 
STEAMSH I P  6 c-29 7 
STEAMSH I P/ I O 7 c-29 7 
STEAMSH I P/20 8 c-29 7 

STEAMSHIP /Cts c-29 7 

Applied at New York City 
STEAM/SH IP 9 sl -25x l 4  4 Red, black. 
STEAM SH IP/Cts 1 0  c-32 8 
STEAMSHI P  /Cts. 1 1  c-28 8 

STEAMSH IP/ I O  1 2  c-28 7 

STEAMSH I P/J O 1 3  c-29 6 

STEAMSH I P/ I O  Cts 1 4  c-28 6 

STEAMSH I P/20 1 5  c-29 7 
STEAMSH I P/20 1 6  c-3 1 7 
STEAM SHIP/20 Cts 1 7  c-32 9 

N .  YORK/STEAMSHIP 1 8  c-34 4 

Applied at Savannah 
HAVANA, 1 9 s l-20x3 I O  
STEAM 20 sl -?x4 1 0  This may have been struck in 

error. Only one known. 

HAVANA 2 1  sl-20x3� I O  



Baltimore to Savannah 

STEAM 

S H I P  
I 

2 

5 6 

� STEAM fB � S HIP � 

\_Ct.� 9 

1 0  

1 3  1 4  

Cts 
1 7  1 8  

HAVANA 
4 

3 

7 8 

l l 
1 2  

1 5  1 6  

ll A  NA.. STEA 
1 9  20 

lIA VA NA 
2 1  
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From Mexico to New York, 1 853. 

By way of New Orleans where 
STEAMSHI P/ I O  was applied. 

USPM - Steamship Markings 

HAVANA in black on 1 859 
en velope fro m C u ba to 
Canada via Savannah, Geo. 
One cent overpay of 1 5¢ rate. 

_, -

Incoming letter, from 
U. S. Navy vessel. 
Carried on ocean 
route designated a 
U. S. postal route, and 
correctly prepaid 1 0¢, 

as indicated by cir
cular N.  YORK/ 
STEAM SH I P. 



Illustrations 
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Letter to Vermont with 
N e w  O r l e a n s  c i rc u l a r  
STEAMSHIP, with n o  rate 
expressed, tying 3¢ 1 857. 

Pencil "Due 7." This hand
stamp was reserved for mail 
partially prepaid and/or 
with an odd amount due .  

275 

The New York post office was 
not entirely consistent in i ts 
handling of mail from Cali
fornia by non-contract ship. 
This cover shows two contra· 
dictory handstamps: SHIP and 
STEAM/SHIP. The stamp was 
accepted as part payment of the 
7¢ ship fee, and the cover rated 
"Due 4." If carried on the ocean 
mail route, it should have been 
rated 3¢ or 7¢ due as a steamship 
letter, depending on whether the 
date was during the 6¢ or 1 0¢ rate 
period. 

This letter, mailed via Nicaragua 
in 1 853 when the rate was 6¢, was 
rated "Due 3," the stamp being 
recognized as part payment of 
the full rate. 

J 
}· 
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To Argentina in 1 860 

at 33¢ per � oz. rate by 
B r i t i s h  m a i l  v i a  
Southampton, Per 
" Ful ton " (Am. Pkt . )  
Credit  0£ 1 2¢ to 
Bri tain. 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail Mark ings 

The Kelley's Island 
p re - p r i n t ed t o w n 
mark o n  a double 
weight cover to Swit
zerland by French 
mail. 

Cover to Mexico in 1 855 
with the 1 0¢ rate £or 
under 2,500 miles paid 
by stamps. Mexican 
p o s t a ge c o l l e c t ,  a s  
shown b y  bold "4." 
Same route and service 
as described in STEA M
SHIP chapter, but m 

opposite direction. 



Transatlantic Mail Markings 
Charles ]. Starnes 

The study of U .S .  correspondence to or from 
Europe, or via Europe to farther places, de
mands a specifi c  knowledge of the separate 
postal treaties (conventions, agreemen ts) be
tween the Uni ted States and the Bremen, Brit
ish, Prussian, Hamburg, French, and Belgian 
postal administrations, plus addit ional articles 
and official  commun ications of the period.  
These agreements defined most, and some of 
them al l ,  of the fol low ing i tems: 

l .  Exchange offices and rou tes between 
them. 
2. Rate of postage (wi th a progression scale 
for mul tiple rates )  between the two coun
tries, the total rate comprising inland-sea
( intermediate transit ) - in land portions . 
3. Rates of postage to farther destinations, 
the total prepaid rate ( if  a l lowed), includ
ing base rate pl us foreign transi t charges. 
4. The amounts to be debi ted or credited LO 
the other country, per rate, for specified 
routes ,  paid or unpaid. 
5 .  Exchange office markings to be applied 
to each letter, including the total credi t  
( in red) or debi t  ( in black) to  the otheroffice, 
the name of the sending office, and the 
country paying for the sea transit .  The lat
ter was expressed as "Am. Pkt. , Br. Pkt . ,  
Brem . Pkt. , "  etc. , "packet" referring to 
s teamship under contract to one of the 
countries for transa tlantic carriage of mai l ,  
irrespective o f  i ts registry.  
6. Handling of dead, m issent ,  and returned 
letters. 
7 .  Handl ing of registered letters. 
8. Rates and regulations for prin ted matter. 
9 .  Accounting procedures, w i th forms for 

letter bi l ls ,  quar terly reports, etc. 
If a thorough study of foreign mail covers is 

desired, there is often required a knowledge of 
other treaties (Anglo-Prussian, Anglo-French, 
etc . ) , coinage eq uivalen ts ,  foreign debi t and 
credi t mark ings, local due charges, sail ing 
dates , and specia l  trans i t  routes. Fortunately ,  a 
comprehensive text can be recommended, 
George E. Hargest 's History of L etter Post 
Communication B etween the Un ited States and 

Europe, 1845-1875; Smi thsonian Institution 
Press, Washington, D .C . ,  1 97 1 ,  or second edi
tion , Quarterman Publications, 1 975. This 
unique work not only deta i l s  the operat ions of 
a l l  the various mai l  sys tems and gives many 
cover analyses, but also furnishes an extremely 
valuable tabu lation of U.S. postage rates to 
foreign countries .  

Bremen Conventions 
The 1 84 7 agreement ,  effective 20 March 1 848, 

provided for transmittal of mai ls by the Ocean 
Steam Navigation Co. (American Packet) be
tween New York and Bremerhaven . Letter 
pouches from New York were del ivered to the 
Bremen pos tmaster, who was responsible for 
the receipt and dispatch of mai l ,  to and from the 
U.S. ,  of some 30 German autonomies, ut i l izing 
Bremen postal arrangements with 1 7  d ifferen t 
German postal adminis trations. In addit ion , 
mai l  cou ld be forwarded to Austria, Denmark, 
Norway , Sweden , Russia, Swi tzer land, Greece, 
and I taly .  For his services as a " U .S .  mail 
agent" ,  the Bremen postmas ter received 20 per
cent of a l l  postages col l ected and credi ted to the 
U.S .  

The rate structure of  this agreemen t, the first 
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Bremen convention 29¢ rate to Russia ( Dorpat, Estonia), 1 859. The only New York 
exchange marking is the red 26¢ credit to Bremen. Blue AMERICA/UBER BREMEN/ 
FRANCO and red "f(ranco) 6 (si lbergroschen), " 1 4¢ credit to Prussia: "6" marked over 
and "3 £," 7¢ Prussian foreign transit marked in. 

U.S. -European postal convention, was neces
sari ly cumbersome. The total postage com pris
ed U .S .  i n ternal postage to New York (5¢ u nder, 
1 0¢ over 300 m i les) ,  American Packet to Bre
merhaven (24¢), and transit from Bremen to 
destination ( foreign postage) .  Prepayment was 
optional; part payment was recogn ized. Al 
though total rates were publ ished, the amount 
of the foreign postage was uncertain,  and the 
U .S .  Post Office recommended only the total 
U.S .  postage to Bremen be prepai d  (24¢, 29¢, or 
34¢) .  From l July 1 85 1 ,  the total U.S .  postage 
from origin to Bremen was reduced to 20¢ per � 
oz. 

The second Bremen convention, effective 1 5  
August 1 853,  set a new base rate to Bremen of 
1 0¢ per � oz. ,  w i th carriage by Bremen or Ameri
can Packet. The credi t  divis ion was 5¢ U.S .  in 
land postage, 4¢ sea postage, and 1 ¢ Bremen in
land postage. A l l  postage which the U.S .  credit
ed Bremen ,  except l ¢ per rate, was specified to 
"go to the benefi t of the proprietors of the Bre
men l ine of s teamers. " The Bremen pos tmas
ter's 20 percent emolument was e l iminated. 
German-Austrian Postal Union (GAP U )  
members, agreeing to a maximum 5¢ transit  

from Bremen , ut i l ized the 1 0¢ Bremen rate for a 
total rate of 1 5¢  to and from the U .S .  (except 
Oldenburg, which was 1 3¢) .  Enclaves i n  south
ern Germany using the Thurn and Taxis postal 
service did not lower their charges, and their 
total rate was 22¢, to and from U.S .  Rates to 
other countries, w hen prepaid, were the total of 
1 0¢ Bremen + 5¢ GAPU + foreign transi t .  
Franking with the in ternational l 0¢ rate to Bre
men was accepted as part payment of the GAPU 
rate, and the 1 5¢ GAPU rate is believed to have 
been accepted as part payment of the foreign 
rate. 

After June 1 858 the U.S .  inland port ion on 
prepaid mai l was reduced to 3¢, probably as a 
means of encouraging the North German 
Lloyd Line to carry the Bremen mai l .  1 

Under the firs t  convent ion, the Bremen office 
usual l y  marked i ncoming U.S. letters w i th the 
red or black straight l ine AMERICA/UBER/ 
BREMEN,  32x7mm overal l .  Prepaid mai l  un
der the second convention bears the shorter blue 
straight  l ine AMERICA/UBER BREMEN/ 
FRANCO, 29x l 4mm overal l .  

l .Chron icle 48:32-36. 
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Bremen convention 1 3¢ rate to Oldenburg. Transit by North German Lloyd steamer 
"Bremen," leaving New York on 1 6  March 1 86 1 .  Red N. YORK BREM. PKT. PAID with 
ms. " I O," the 1 0¢ credi t  to Bremen, U.  S. retain ing only 3¢ inland. 

British Treaty 
The 1 848 treaty, effective 1 5  February 1 849, 

establ ished Boston, New York, Liverpool ,  
Southampton , and London a s  exchange off ices. 
Later, U .S .  exchange offices were set up at 
Phi ladelphia on I January 1 854, Port land on 3 
February 1 859, and Detroi t and Chicago on 1 4  
December 1 859. San Francisco, from 1 853, ex
changed mails  with Panama for the west coast 
of South America and the Bri tish West Indies, 
but only forwarded British mail addressed to or 
through the United Kingdom to the New York 
office. 

The rate to the United Kingdom was 24¢ per Yi 
oz. ( 29¢ from the Pacific coas t), with prepay-

Paid letter, Am. Pk t .  
Br .  Pk t .  

Unpaid le tter Am.  Pkt .  
Br. Pkt .  

ment optional and part payments not recogniz
ed. The credi t  division was 5¢ U .S.  in land ( 1 0¢ 
from the Paci fic coast) plus 1 6¢ sea postage plus 
3¢ Brit ish in land , with the exchange office 
accounting for a single-rate letter as shown in 
Table I .  

Transatlantic carriage by American Packet 
was principal ly  by the Col l ins l ine to January 
1 858 and by the Inman l ine (" Dales" l ine) there
after. Bri Lish mai l s  from Detroi t, Port land, and 
Chicago were also carried by the Canadian 
Al lan Ii  ne, American Packet. Bri Lish Packet ser
vice was by the Cunard line, with a minor con
tri bution by the Galway l ine in 1 860-6 1 .  

Table I 
To U.K. 

U .S .  cred i t  to Br. 
3¢ 
1 9¢ 

U .S .  debi t to Br. 
2 1 ¢  
5¢ 

To U.S. 

Br. Cred i t  to U . S .  
2 1 ¢  
5¢ 

Br. debi t  to U .S. 
3¢ 

1 9¢ 
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British treaty 24¢ rate to England, by Bri tish packet, 1 859. Red N EW YORK 1 9 and PAID 
LIVERPOOL BR. PACKET. 

Letters from the U.S .  through Great Bri ta in 
to their colonies, possessions, or  foreign coun
tries (except France) were subject to the same 
addit ional postage charged in Bri ta in for tran
sit from the Bri t ish exchange office to dest ina
tion , i . e.,  the total postage rate from the U .S .  to 
destination was 21 ¢ plus the postage Br i ta in 
charged i t s  ci tizens for the same service. The 
addi tional  articl es to the treaty,  effective "on or 
before" I July 1 849, l i s ted in one table places to 
which the ful l  postage had to be prepaid, the 
rates bei ng dependent u pon the route, that is ,  
whether via Southampton, Marsei l les, Fal 
mouth, or pri va te ship. Another table l i s ted 
places to which the postage coul d  not be pre-

British treaty open mail rate to 
Germa n y ,  2 1 ¢  A merican 
packet to  England, 1 856. Red 
N EW - Y O R K  A M .  P KT .  
London office routed under 
terms of A nglo-Prussian 
treaty, applying black U .  S. 
PKT. and 3�/GROSCHEN, 
the debit to  Prussia. Postage 
due at Bremen, 16 grote ( 1 6¢). 

paid, but had to be sent by "open mai l . "  The 
rates were 5¢ per Yi oz. ( 1 0¢ from the Pacific 
coast) by Br i t ish Packet from the U.S .  to En
gland, and 2 1 ¢  (26¢ from the Pacific coast )  by 
America n  Packet to England. Open mail  was 
sorted at  the Brit ish exchange office and routed 
to desti na tion under terms of various Bri t ish 
arrangements. There were no U .S. credi ts  or 
debi ts involved. Great Britain collected i ts tran
sit charges to farther places ( from E ngland i f  
carriage was by A merican Packet; from U.S .  
port i f  by Bri t ish Packet) by debit ing under 
Anglo-foreign treaty terms. Open mai l  to Bri t
ish possessions was debited at London to the 
colonial offi ce. 
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/ I 

Prussian closed mail 30¢ rate to Bavaria, 1 856. Red BOSTON 7 PAID BR. PKT. and 
AACHEN FRANCO. 

Prussian Convention 
The Prussian agreement, effeclive 1 6  October 

1 852, provided for an exchange of closed mai l s  
v ia  England and Belgium,  w i lh New York, Bos
ton , and Aachen as exchange offices. I n  May 
1 86 1  Portland, Detroi t, and Ch icago were add
ed. Sealed mai l  went to England by ei ther 
American or Bri lish Packel from New York or 
Boston, and by American Pack el, lhe Al lan l ine, 
from Riviere du Loup, Quebec, or Portland. 
Further transit  was through England and cross
channel to Ostende, and thence by Belgian 
mai l s  lo Aachen, where the pouches were open
ed and the mail routed lo deslinalion by the 
Prussian postal system. The rale to a l l  members 
of the GAPU was set at 30¢ per �oz. Prepaymen t 

was optional ,  and part payments were nol re
cognized . The U .S.  paid Brilain bu lk rates on 
westbound mai l  for the Belgian and Bri tish ler
ritorial transi t  and for Atlantic transit, if by 
Bri tish Packet; on eastbound mai l  the U.S .  paid 
for Atlantic transi t, if by British Packet, and the 
British terri lorial tra nsi t .  Prussia paid direct ly 
for the Bel gian lransi l  on eas tbound mail ,  but 
U.S.  paid i ndirecl ly by crediting Prussia wi th 
2¢ per single rate let ter. The rate division was 
between U .S.  and Prussia:  eastbound, 23¢ U.S . 
and 7¢ Prussia (5¢ GAPU and 2¢ for Belgian 
lrans i l ) ;  weslbound, 25¢ U . S. and 5¢ Prussia. 
The exchange office accounting for a s ingle
rate letter was as tabulated in Table I I .  

Table I I  

TO CAP U TO U. S. 

Paid letter 

Unpaid letter 

U . S .  cred i t  to Pruss ia 

7� 
l l  .S .  debit to P ru ss ia  

23<t 

Pruss ia cred i t  to l . S .  

25�. 
Prussia debit to U . S. 

5tt 
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The base rate decreased to 28¢ on prepaid 
mail to many GAPU destinations in Septem ber 
1 86 1 ;  since this was due to a decrease in  the Brit
ish bul k  rate charges, the U .S. credi t  to Prussia 
remai ned the same, but Prussian cred it to the 
U .  S. o n  prepaid mai l  from the GAPU was re
duced to 23¢. 

Prepaid rates to des t inat ions beyond the 
GAPU l imi ts combined the base rate wi th the 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail Markings 

foreign postage, credi t to Prussia being increas
ed accordingly. Rates to farther places l i s ted as 
prepayment optional could be part paid with 
the 30¢ GAPU postage only. 

The Aachen office at first marked FRANCO 
o n  incoming prepaid let ters from the U . S . ; the 
red boxed AACH EN-DATE-FRANCO (earl iest 
use, April 1 854) was the standard receiving 
handstamp on such mai l  by 1 856. 

Prussian closed mail 35¢ rate to Rome and the Papal States. Newport, R. 1 . ,  through rate 
PAID 35, hackstamped red NEW-YORK BR. PKT., and on front 1 2¢ credi t  to Prussia (2¢ 
Belgian transit, 5¢ GAPU, 5¢ foreign). Red AACHEN FRANCO. 

M ails to France before I April 1 857 
No formal postal arrangemen t existed be

tween France and the U.S .  during this pre
treaty period. The grea t bulk of mai l to France 
was carried under the 2 1  ¢/5¢ open mail  provi
sions of the Bri tish treaty (see previous d iscus
sion ) .  Transi t  beyond l imi ts of the U .S .  mai l 
system ( New York or Boston i f  Brit ish Packet, 
Liverpool or Southampton if American Packet) 
was by Bri t ish mails to French port - usua l l y  
Calais, occasional ly Havre. This transit was 
paid for by France to Bri tain under terms of 
Anglo-French treaties� No British debi ts were 
marked on such mail except during the " inter
im"  period, January through March 1 857 ,  
when the new A nglo-French treaty bu lk  rate 

2. C h ro n icle 37:2-7 .  

debit markings were appl ied: GB/40c on Amer
ican Packet and GB/ l f60c on Bri tish Packet 
letters. 

A smal l  amount of mail  to France was carried 
at the "blanket" direct rate to non- treaty coun
tries, effective l J uly 1 85 1 ,  20¢ per � oz. for dis
tances over 2500 m i les. This postage had to be 
prepaid on letters from the U.S .  and was levied 
on incoming letters. The New York and Havre 
Steam Nav igation Co. put off mai l at Havre, 
where it was charged the French private ship 
rate, 3 decimes per 7.5 grams to or from port, 
and double this rate to or from any other poin t  
in France. This mai l  usual ly received the Havre 
handstamp OUTRE M E R  LE HAVRE wi th 
da te .  See i l lus t ra t ion , p. 2. 
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Bri tish treaty open mail rate to France, 2 1 ¢  A merican packet to England, 1 856. Red 
N EW-YORK AM. PKT. Black ETATS- U N IS PAQ. AM.  A CALAIS and 8 decimes due 
for letter under 7.5 grams. 

French Convention 
This agreement ,  effective 1 Apri l  1 857 ,  set up 

a separate postal system u ti l izing the existing 
transatlantic  routes and packet l ines. New 
York, Boston ,  Phi ladelphia,  San Francisco, 

Ta ble I I I  

Havre, and the travel l ing off ice from Calais to 
Paris were the original exchange offices . On 1 
Apri l 1 86 1 ,  Por tland, Detroi t, Chicago, and 
Paris were added and San Francisco was dis
continued. 

Route Ra te Division Exchange accounting, 

Am. P k t .  to 
England, Br. 
mai l  to France 

Br. Pkt .  to 
England, Br. 
mail to France 

D i rect to Havre, 
Am. Pkt .  

U. S. 

in la nd 

3ct 

3ct 

3ct 

Sea 

6ct 

6ct 

9ct 

The rate to France and Algeria was 1 5¢ per � 
oz. ,  prepayment optional ,  part payment  not re
cognized. The major rou te was transit to Sou th
ampton or Liverpool by American or Bri t ish 
Packet, and thence by British mails to France. 
France paid England for a l l  Bri tish carriage at  
bulk rates defined by the Anglo-French treaty. A 

eastbound 
Br. Fr. Paid, credit Unpaid, debit 

tra nsit in land to France to France 

2ct 4ct 6ct 9ct 

2ct 4ct 1 2ct 3ct 

3ct 3ct 1 2ct 

second route was direct to Havre by American 
Packet (provision was made for a French pack
et, which s tarted in 1 864). Table I I I  gives the 
actual rate division� and U.S .  exchange ac-

3. Rate division s of the via England routes calculated 
from transit  charges given in  the 1 856 Anglo-French 
trea ty. 
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French convention 1 5¢ rate to France, direct via American packet, 1 859. Red BOSTON 
PAID 3 and blue ET. U NIS. SERV. AM. D. HAVRE. 

counting on eastbound mai l  (s ingle-rate letter) .  
Although the sending exchange off ice was to 

credit or debi t each letter, it was specified that 
the receiving office sta te the type of service. 
Thus mai l  to France bears the markings of 
French off ices: 

American Packet via England - ET A TS 
(or ET. ) U NIS SERV.  AM . CALAIS (or 
A .C . ) ,  ET. U N IS SER V.  AM.  V .A .  
HAVRE.  
British Packet via England - ETATS (or 
ET. ) UNIS SERV. BR .  CALAIS (or A .C . ) .  

.'//('. 
/1 

( (.� � {,. . ) / c."' ,1... I/, J )' 

/ . / 
. J: 

American Packet direct - ET. UNIS 
SERV. AM.  D.  HAVRE. 

Mail  from France bears the U .S. offices mark
ing: 

"Am. Service" ( in blue if direct, and red if 
via England)  or "Br. Service" (red) .  

Rates to places beyond France were standard
ized at 21 ct, 27¢,  30¢, or 33¢ per \4 oz. To most 
European destinations prepayment was op
tional ,  but for mai ls  via Suez, prepayment was 
compulsory. Credi ts on prepaid mail were in
creased by the excess over the base 1 5¢ rate. 

French convention 27¢ rate 
to Austr ia ,  d i rect v ia  
American packet, 1 857. 

Red through rate PAID 27 

of Newport, R. I. Red 
N EW-YORK AM.  PKT. on 
reverse, on front 1 5¢ credit 
to France (3¢ Fr. inland and 
1 2¢ foreign),  ET. UNIS 
SERV. AM.  D. HAVRE. 
and red PD. 



Hamburg & Belgian Conventions 

Hamburg Convention 
This convention, effective I July  1 857 ,  pro

vided for the exchange of mai ls  between New 
York and Hamburg by Hamburg or American 
Packet .  No American Packet service was ava i l 
able in  th i s  period ,  and transit was by  the 
Hapag l i ne, the Hamburg Amerikanische 
Paketfahn Aktien Gesel lschaft. The agreemen t 
was simi lar to the second Bremen convention of 
1 853: 1 0¢ per l7 oz. to Hamburg, GAPU and for
eign rates i dentica l ,  rate division the same. 

\ 
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However, the amount U .S. credi ted Hamburg 
went to that office; arrangements wi th the 
Hapag l ine were left to Hamburg. The treaty 
specified that Hapag sai l ings from New York 
were to al ternate at regu lar in tervals with those 
of the Bremen steamers. Un l ike the Bremen 
change to 3 ¢  U.S.  in land in 1 858,  Hamburg 
mai l s  continued w i th the 5¢ U.S. in land unti l  
the latter ha l f  of  1 863 . 

Hamburg convention 1 5¢ rate to Prussia, 1 860. Red N .  YORK PAID 1 0  HAMB. 
PKT. Blue Hamburg St.  P. A. on reverse, on front b lack FRANCO. 

Belgian Convention 
This agreement ,  effective in the U.S .  24 Janu

ary and Belgium 1 March 1 860, provided for the 
exchange of closed mails via England, with 
New York , Boston , Os tende ( loca l ), Ostende 
( travel l ing) ,  and An twerp as exchange offices. 
Closed mails  were carried to England via Amer
ican or Bri tish Packet at U .S. expense, under 
terms of the U.S . -English treaty , and through 
England at Belgian expense, under terms of the 
Anglo- Belgian treaty. 

The rate was 27¢ per Y2 oz. ,  wi th prepayment 
optional ,  part payment not recognized; the di
vision bei ng 5¢ U .S.  in land , 1 5¢ sea, 4¢  Bri t ish 

transi t ,  3 ¢  Belgian in land. Thus, prepaid mai l  
from the U.S .  shows a credi t  to Belgi um of 7 ¢ ,  
and from Belgium 20¢ credi t to the U .S. 

The convention provided for a d irect rate of 
1 5¢ per Y2 oz. to Belgium, and also for sending 
mai l s  to other countries by the c losed mai l sys
tem, but nei ther of these provisions was opera
tive in this period. 

The few covers to Belgium noted bear the Bel 
gian exchange markings ,  black circu lar hand
stamp ETATS UNIS PAR OSTENDE/D and 
black straight l ine BR. PACKET. 
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Operations of the U.S. Exchange Offices 
The exchange office performed the essen tial 

treaty functions of dispatching, receiving, and 
accounting the foreign mails .  Local post offices 
forwarded foreign mai l  to the appropriate ex
change office, where it was sorted by c lass and 
treaty transi t .  Each separate letter was marked 
according to treaty regula tions, lotted wi th sim
i lar mai l ,  and packaged with a letter bi l l  of spec
i fied form. The lots were then pouched and sen t 
by the next steamer to the corresponding ex
change office. Mails received from foreign ex
change offices were first checked against their 
let ter bi l l s ,  an acknowledgement of receipt 
mai led, and the individual letters further mark
ed if necessary by treaty regulations or domestic 
requirements ,  and then forwarded to des t ina
tion in the regular U .S .  mails .  

The actual U.S .  exchange office mark ings 
fol lowed, more or less, the individual treaty re
gulations, plus necessary requ irements of the 
domestic system on col lect mai l ,  plus some spe
cial explanatory markings. A functional class
i fication of t hese markings follows: 
Credi ts an d Debits 

(a) NAME- DATE-PKT-NUME RAL, cir
cular handstamp, often with PAID, nu
merals sometimes separate. Used with al l  
conventions ( infrequently on French) .  Red 
on outgoing prepaid mai l ;  black, w ithout 
PAI D, on debited letters. 
(b) NAME-DATE-NUMERA L-PAID, cir
cular handstamp, numerals sometimes 
separate. Red on prepaid outgoing French 
convent ion mail .  Used without PAID on 
Bri t ish treaty mai l .  
(c) N U MERAL, handstamp often used on 
mai l  to E ngland from in land c it ies ex
changed at New York . 

Service 

(a)  NAME-DATE-PKT. , circular hand
stamp. Used primari ly on British treaty 
open mails .  
(b)  Am. ( Br. ) Service, boxed handstamp. 
Red on incoming French mai l via En
gland, blue if  American Packet direct from 
Havre. 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail Markings 

Through Rate (total treaty rate) 
(a) On outgoing prepaid mai l , red. For
b idden by Bri t ish treaty, required by Prus
sian convention. Seldom used at exchange 
offices, since i t  cou ld be confused w i th a 
credit marking. 

(b) On incoming prepaid mail ,  red. Found 
on Prussian mai l ( treaty regu lations) ,  and 
occasionally on letters by other systems. 
(c) On incomi ng unpaid mail ,  b lack. The 
s tandard usage, required by U .S .  regula
t ions, and necessary for postage due col lec
tion by the loca l offices. Normal ly  a circu
lar handstamp wi th N U MERAL-DATE
NAME and/or P KT. 

Special 
(a) SHORT PAID, INSUFFICIENTLY 
PREPAID, etc. Used to explain hand l ing 
of partial ly-franked let ters as unpaid. 
(b) PAID TO BREMEN.  Recogni tion of 
1 0¢ Bremen rate as part ia l  payment of 
GAPU rate. 
(c) SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL. A New 
York marking appl ied to foreign mail  
letters given dockside handl ing after the 
regu lar mai ls were closed; an extra rate was 
paid in cash .4 

(d) AMERICA UBER BREMEN. Applied 
in Bremen to incoming U .S. mail  by the 
Bremen postmaster, acting ( to 1 5  August 
1 853) in his capaci ty as a paid U .S .  mail  
agent. 

Method of Listing 
This l is ting is a col laborative attempt to re

cord most of the types of markings appl ied by 
the U .S .  exchange offices. I t  is beyond the scope 
of this section to show the foreign exchange 
markings used on mail  to and from the U .S . ,  
important as they are in cover study. Emphasis 
in the l ist ing reflects the majority in terest in 
outgoing franked prepaid mail ,  but some of the 
col lect and through rate markings are noted. I t  
is not feasible to  l is t  a l l  known markings or  a l l  

4.  S . B .  Ashbrook, Stamp Specialist 5:  32-68. 



Exchange Office Operation 

possible  uses of the same handstamp. Actual 
strikes can vary up to 1 mm in overal l  measure
ments from the i l l us trations; the th ickness and 
relat ive spacing of numerals  and dates, type of 
let tering, etc., are closer approximations. It 
should be remembered that the same marking 
found on covers a t  different periods w i l l  show 
variations due to over or under inking, differ
ences in pressure appl ied, and wear or breakage 
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of the handstamp used. 
Under each exchange office, typical mark

ings are noted for each of the various mai l sys
tems it processed. Where the funct ion of the 
handstamp is not obvious from previous dis
cussions of treaty systems and exchange office 
operation , a short exp lanation i s  given. Unless 
otherwise s tated, these notes refer to s ingle rates , 
debi ts ,  and credi ts. 

From New Orleans 1 3  Jan.  1 857 to France in interim period. Endorsed " Asia," but arrived in 
New York after "Asia" had sailed. Struck TOO LATE in red at  New York to explain fai lure to 
make requested sailing, and sent by " Persia" on 4 Feb., as shown by N EW-YORK BR. PKT. 
British "tray" marking G.B/I F60C, indicating bulk rate (up to I oz. ) a t  which Br. sea and 
transit was to be collected. 

CHICAGO A M .  PKT. 42 
debit on double letter to 
England. INSUFFICIENT -
LY /PREP AID for 48¢ rate; 
stamps therefore disregarded. 
Rated 2/- due in ms. 
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New York Exchange Office 

Bremen Convention Mails (from 1 5  A ugust 1 853) 

Wording 

N. YORK 1 U.S .  PK! ID/PAID 

N .  YORK U.S. PK! ID/PAID 
N .  YORK 6 U.S. PK!/D/PAID 
N.  YORK 8 U.S .  PK!/D/PAID 
N. YORK 12 U.S. P K!/D/PAI D  
15/D/N.YORK U .S. PK! 

1 4/D/N.YORK U .S .  PKT 

22/D/N.YORK U.S .  PKT 
NEW YORK U .S .  PK!ID 
N. YORK 7 BREM. P!</D/PAID 
N . YORK 14 BREM P!</D/PAID 
N . YORK 12  BREM P!</D Yr/PAI D  
N .YORK I O  BREM P!</D/PAI D  
PAI D /D/Yr/N .YORK BREM. P KT. 
N . YORK BREM.  PKT.ID/Yr/PAI D  
DIN .YORK BREM PKT. 
N EW. YORK ID/BREMEN P!< 
5/D/N .YORK BREM.P!< 

Paid to Bremen 

Credits or Debits: 
N EW 19 YORK/D 
N EW 38 YORK/D 
N EW 3 YOR K/D 
N EW 6 YORK/D 
NEW 5 YORK/D 

N EW 2 1  YORK/D 

All  of the above markings are of the 
same type, w i th extra large numerals .  

3 ,  19 ,  38, e tc. 

3/D/ EW-YORK AM. PK! 

2 1 /D/N.YORK A�PK! 

Tracing Shape 
Number and Size 

2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 

8 
9 
I O  

c-32 

c-32 
c-32 
c-32 
c-3 1 
c-33 

c-32 

c-32 

c-28 
c-32 
c-32 
c-32 
c-32 
c-30 
c-30 
c-30 
c-30 
c-30 
s l -38 

Notes 

Red, er. Bremen 1 ¢  on 1 0¢ part pay ment 
of 15¢ rate to Hanover. 

Red, wi th separate er. numerals .  
Red, er .  Bremen 6¢ on 1 5¢ GAPU rate. 

Red, er. Bremen 8¢ on 22¢ rate. 
Red, er. Bremen 1 2¢ on twice 1 5¢ GAPU rate. 

B lack , 1 5¢ tota l rate col lect on 
incoming unpaid letter. 

Black, 14¢ dr. Bremen on unpaid 
letter to Wurtemburg. 

Black , 22¢ total rate col lect 
on i ncoming unpaid letter. 

B lack , with separate dr. numerals .  
Red, er. Bremen 7¢ on 1 0¢ rate to Bremen. 

Red .  As above, double rate er. 
Red, er. Bremen 1 2¢ on 1 5¢ GAPU rate. 
Red, er. Bremen 1 0¢ on 15¢ GAPU ra te. 

Red, wi th separate er. numerals .  
Same as above. 

Red or black, with separate numerals .  
B lack. 

B lack , dr. Bremen 5¢ on outgoing unpaid leuer. 
Red. Recogni tion of 1 0¢ rate to Bremen as part 

paymen t of 15¢  rate to Hanover. 

British Treaty Mails 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  
1 5  

c-3 1 
c-3 1 
c-3 1 
c-3 1 
c-30 

c-3 1 

c-3 1 
c-3 1 

Red, 1 9¢ er. to Bri ta i n, Bri tish Packet. 
Red, double er., as above. 

Red, 3¢ er . to Brita in ,  American Packet. 
Red, double er. ,  as above. 

Black , dr. 5¢ to Bri ta in ,  unpaid outgoing 
letter, Brit ish Packet .  

B lack, dr .  2 1¢ to Bri ta in ,  unpaid outgoing 
let ter, American Packet .  

Large numerals with no other U.S. exchange 
markings. Primari ly on mai l  to Bri ta in .  

Red. 
B lack , dr. 2 1 ¢  to Bri ta in on unpaid 
ou tgoing letter by American Packet. 



New York Exchange Office - Bremen & British Mails 

2 3 4 

-

6 7 8 9 

........ _ -

1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  

Prepaid stampless Bremen convention 22¢ rate to Wurttemberg. Magenta ms. "22" 
and PAID. Red N. YORK U.S. P KT. PAID 8, 8¢ credi t  to Bremen. Faint blue 
AMERICA/UBER BREMEN /FRANCO. 
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5 

I O  

1 5  
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Wording 

42/D/N EW YORK A�PK! 

38/D/N.YORK B� PK! 

5/D/N .YOR K B� PK! 

I O/DIN.YORK B� PKT 
1 0/D/N.YORK B!l PK! 

Service: 
N EW YOR K/DIA� PACKET 

NEW-YORK/ D/B.R PK! 
N EW-YORK/DI A!"f P K! 

Through Rate: 
B� PACKET /D/24 

B� PACKET/D/PAID/24 
N .YORK B!l PKT /D/PAID/24 
N EW -YOR K/ A.PCKT./D/24 

N EW-YORK A�PK
'.r /PAI D/D/24 

NEW-YORK A�PKT /D/24 
N.YORK A1'VIPK! /PAI D/D/24 
N . YORK BR. PKT./D/24 
Speczal: 

SHORT PAI D  

SUPPLEMENTARY /MAI L 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail Markings 
Tracing S hape 

Num ber and Size Noles 

New York Exchange Office (con t . )  
British Treaty Mails  (cont. )  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  
1 9  

20 

2 1  
22 
23 

24 

25 

26 

c-30 

c-3 1 
c-3 1 

c-3 1 
c-26 

c-33 

c -28 
c-28 

Black, dr. 42¢ to Bri ta in ,  double rate unpaid 
ou tgoing l et ter by American Packet. 

Red. 
Black. Used as 5¢ dr. Lo Br i ta in  on unpaid 
outgoing letter by Brit ish Packet; a lso for 
col l ect ion of 5¢ from addressee on foreign 

letters prepaid to U .S. fron tier. 
B lack . Same as above, double rate. 

Black . 

Red. A l l  three of these markings ( 1 7, 1 8, 1 9) used 
on Bri t ish treaty open mai ls (An. X I )  to many 

destinations ( inc lud ing France before l Apri l 1 857) .  
Nos. 1 8  and 19 were a lso used on pre-treaty mail  
to France, American Packet direct to Havre. A ll 
used w i th separate credi t  numerals on regu lar 

Bri t .  mai l to dest inations beyond U .K .  

c-32 B lack. Total rate col lect on 

i ncoming unpaid letter . 

c-33 Red. Incoming prepaid. 
c-3 1 Red. 
c-36 Black .  Total rate col lect on 

c-3 1 
c-3 1 
c-3 1 
c-27 

b-36x9 

b-2 1 x l 2  

i ncoming unpaid let ter. 

On part ial ly paid open mai l letter to France 

through Great Bri tain ; also on 
French treaty mai l .  

Showing special  dockside handl ing of  ma i l  
to  Great Britain.  Also used on French treaty mai l .  

Prussian Convention M ails (from 1 6  October 1 852) 
N.YORK 7 B� PK·.r/D/PAID 27 c-3 1 
N . YOR K 1 4  B�PK.r/D/PAI D  c-32 
N . YORK 7 A�PK

'
.'"/D/PAID c-32 

N . YORK BR. PKT. /D/7 PAID 
N.YORK BR. PKT. /D/ 1 4 PAID 
N . YORK AM.  PKT. /D/7 PAID 
N.YORK AM. PKT. /D/ 1 4  PAI D 
23/D/NEW. YORK BR. PK'.r 

28 
29 

c-25 
c-25 
c-26 
c-26 
c-3 1 

Red. 
Red. Twice 7<t er. to Prussia, double rate. 

Red. 
Red. 
Red. 
Red . 
Red. 

B lack, dr. 23¢ to Prussia on 
outgoing unpa id let ter. 



New York Exchange Office - Bri tish & Prussian Mails 

20 2 1  22 

�HORTPAl D) � .. 7 �. 
25 o O C T  .,, 

� 2 1 � 
1-PA ID"' 29 

24 
26 27 

Prussian closed mail from Texas to Denmark at 35¢ rate; 1 ¢  overpay. Red N .  YORK BR. 
PKT. PAID 7.  Proper credit was 1 2¢, not 7¢; error caused Prussian clerk to mark cover as 
paid through Prussia only. Block of 12 (pos. 1 3- 1 8; 23-28R3) said to be largest block of 
imperforate 3¢ known on cover. 

29 1 
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Wording 

23/D/NEW- YORK AM.  PKT 
46/D/N.YORK AM. P KT 

28/D/NEW YORK BR.  PK! 

N .  YORK 30 A'."! PKT !DIP AID 
N .YORK 60 A�PK! ID/PAI D  

N.  YORK A M .  PKT./D/30 

N . YORK AM.  P KT./D/30 
N .YORK BR. PKT./D/30 
N .YORK 60 BR. PKT.ID/PAID 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail  Markings 
Tracing S hape 

Num ber and Size Notes 

New York Exchange Office (cont.)  
Prussian Convention Mails (cont . )  

30 

3 1  

32 

c-3 1 
c-3 1 

c-32 

c-32 
c-33 

c-3 1 

c-26 
c-3 1 
c-3 1 

B lack . 
B lack ,  Lwice 23et dr. Lo Prussia on 

oulgoing unpaid leuer. 
Red, twice 7¢ regular p lus 7¢ foreign er. 
lo Prussia on double 37¢ rate Lo R ussia. 

Mosl  mail prepaid lo deslinalions beyond 
GAPU bears lracing numbers 1 7 , 1 8 or 1 9  
wi th separale numerals :  e.g. , No.  1 8  wi lh  
handstamped " 1 2" for 1 2¢ credi t to Prussia 

on 35¢ rate Lo Swi tzerland; No. 18 w i th ms. " 1 5" 
for !Set  credi l  Lo Prussia on 38et rale Lo Sardin ia .  

Red.  Tolal ra le on incoming prepaid mai l .  
Red. Total double rate on 
i ncom ing prepaid mail . 

B lack. Total rate col lecl on 
incoming unpaid letter. 

B lack, as above. 
B lack. 

Red. Total double rate on 

i ncoming prepaid letter. 

French Convent ion Mails (from I April 1 8S7) 

NEW PAID YOR K/D/ 1 2  

N EW PAI D YORK/D/24 

N EW PAID YORK/D/36 

N EW PAID YORK/D/48 

NEW PAID YORK/D/6 

N EW PAID YORK/D/ 1 8 

NEW PAID YORK/D/3 

NEW PAID YORK/D/9 
N EW PAID YORK/D 
N EW 3 YOR K/D 

N EW 6 YORK/D 

33 c-30 Red, I 2ct er. to France, Bri t ish Packet through 

34 

3S 
36 

Great Brita in ;  a lso quadruple 3et er. on 
quadruple ! Set  American Packet direcl lo Havre. 

c-30 Red, double 1 2¢ er. to France, Bri t ish Packet 

through Creal Brita in ,  twice 1 5¢ rate. 
c-30 Red, double 1 8¢ er. to France, Bri l i sh Packel 

through Great Bri ta in ,  on double 
2 1 et  rate Lo Germany. 

c-30 Red,  quadruple 1 2¢ er. Lo France, Br i t ish Packet 

through Great Bri tain ,  on quadruple 1 5¢ rate. 
c-30 Red, 6et er. lo France, American Packet 

to Great Br i tain .  
c-30 Red, as above, triple rate er . ;  also 1 8¢ er. to 

c-30 

c-30 
c-29 
c-29 

c-30 

France on 2 1 ¢ rate to Belgi um, Bri l ish Packet 
through Great Britain. 

Red, 3¢ er.  to France, American Packet 
direct to Havre. 

Red , as above, triple rate er. 
Red, with separate er. numerals. 

B lack, 3et dr. to France on outgoing unpaid 
letter, Brit ish Packet through Creal Bri ta in .  

Black , as above, double rate dr. 
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30 

34 

Wording 

N EW 24 YORK/D 

N EW 9 Y O R K/D 

N E W  1 8  YORK/D 

N EW 1 5  YORK/D 

EW 30 YORK/D 

N E W  45  YORK/D 
N E W  60 YO RK/D 
N E W  PAI D YORK/D/ 1 5 
N EW PAID Y O R K/D /30 
Br. Serv ice 

Am. Service 

3 1  32 33 

35 36 37 

Tracing Shape 

Num ber and Size Notes 

New York Exchange OHice (cont. ) 

French Con vention Mails (cont . )  

3 7  

c-30 Black, double 1 2<t dr. LO France, American Packet 

c-30 

c-30 

c-30 

c-30 

c-30 

c-30 

c-29 
c-29 

b-2 1 x l 2  

b-2 I x l 2  

to Great Brita in ,  on unpaid double 2 I <l  
rate to Swi tzerland. 

B lack, 9ct dr.  to France, American Packet 
to Great Bri tain,  on outgo ing u npa id le tter .  

B lack , as above, double rate dr. 
B lack . Tota l ra te col lect on incoming unpaid 

letter; also in red, total rate on 
incoming prepa id let t er .  

B lack.  Total double rate col lect  
on incoming unpaid le tter. 

Black, as above, triple ra te total collect. 
B lack , as above, quadruple rate total col lect. 
Red. Total rate on i ncoming prepaid letter. 

Red, as a bove, dou ble rate. 
Red, type i s  i n  arc. On i nco m i ng let ters , 

Brit ish Packet . 
Red, type is in arc. On incom ing let ters , 

American Packet from Great Bri ta in . Also 
b lue, on incom ing le t ters,  American Packet 

d i rect from H avre. 
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Tracing S hape 

Wording Number and S ize Notes 

New York Exchange Office (cont. )  

Hamburg Convention M ails (from I July 1 857) 

N . YO R K  PAID HAMB. PKT./D/5 
N . YORK PAID HAMB. PKT.ID/ I O  
N .YORK PAID H AMB. PKT./D/20 
N .YOR K PAI D  HAMB .  PKT. IDl34 
N . YORK HAMB.  PKT.ID/PAID 
DIN .YOR K  HAM B. PKT. 
510/Yr/N . YORK HAMB.  PKT. 

1 51DIYrlN. YORK H AMB .  PKT. 

N .YORK PAI D HAMB. P KT. /Dl l 7 

38 
39 

40 

4 1  

e-30 Red, 51/: er. lo Hamburg on I OI/: rate lo H amburg. 
e-29 Red, I 01/: er. lo Hamburg on J 51/: GAPU rate. 
e-29 Red, as above, double ra te er. 
e-30 Red, twice I 7<t er . to Ham burg on double 22hate. 
c-30 Red, w i th separate er. numerals .  
c-30 Black, w i th separate dr. numera ls. 
c-30 

c-30 

c-30 

Black , 51/: dr. lO Hamburg on 
outgoing unpaid Jeuer. 

B lack. Tota l  rate collect on 

incom ing unpaid letter. 
Red, l 7<t er. to Hamburg on 22¢ rate. 

Belgian Convention Mai ls ( from 24 January 1 860) 

N.YORK BR. P KT./017 PAID 28 c-25 
N . YOR K.AM. PKT./Dl7 PAID c-26 

Boston Exchange Office 
The Boston office di spatched Brit ish Packe t 

(Cunard l in e) mai l  d irect l y , or i f  an ear l ier 
sa i l i ng date cou ld be made at N ew York , the 
mail was sent there ( the New York office a lso 
made up Bri t ish Packet mai ls  to meet the Bos
ton sai l ing dates ,  when practi cable) .  A l l  Ameri
can Packet mai l processed at  Bos ton was sen t to 
New York or Por t land . 

The mark ing pract ice used for British treaty 
mails  varied from that of the New York office. 
Boston general ly used separate numerals with a 
(AM.  or BR.  ) P KT. (PAID)/D handstamp. 
Some foreign mai l  processed at Boston bears no 
ci rcular exchange mark ings , but on ly cred i t ,  

debi t ,  or total rate numerals (crayon , pen, pen
ci l ,  or handstamp) wi th the regu lar town mark
ing. 

The standard reference work for Bos ton 
pos ta l h is tory is  the B lake and Davis book , 

Red, 71l er. to Belgium on 27/J rate. 
Red. 

Posta l Mark ings of Boston to 1890/ and i l l us
trat ions g i ven here are from t h is by permiss ion 
of au thors and publ isher .  N u m bers in  the  l i s t
ing below fol lowing the S ize and Shape l ist ing 
are the Blake-Davis  numbers. Since Bos ton 
practised the same exchange regulat ions, in 
general, as New York, explanatory notes are 
m i n imal . 
British Treaty Mails 

The fol lowing group of packet marki ngs was 
used wi th  separate numerals  for credi ts, debi ts, 
incoming total ra te prepaid, and incom ing 
total rate col lect .  W i thout numerals ,  some were 
used on the 2 1  ¢/5¢ open mai l  ( tracings number 
5 and 6 noted on pre-treaty French mai l ) . 

5. M . C. .Blake and W . W .  Davis.  Postal M a rk ings of 
Boston .  Massnchusrtts .  to 1890: St'vern - W y l i \'-.ft'we1 1 .  
Pon land.  1 940. 

Bri tish Treaty M ai ls 

Wording 

B� PACKET ID /PAID/BOSTO N .  
B� PACKET/O/BOSTON 
BOSTONIDIBR.P KT. /PAI D 
BOSTONID IAM.PKT. IPAI D 
BOSTONIDIB� PK! 

BOSTON/D/A�1PKT 

Tracing Shape 

Number and Size 

c-34 (70 I )  

c-34 ( 702) 
2 c-37 ( 707 ) 

3 c-37 ( 8 1 7 )  

4 c-32 ( 704 ) 
5 c-30 ( 8 1 2) 

Notes 



New York - Hamburg & Belgian Mails; Boston - Bri tish Mails 

38 

BOSTON BR. PKT. 24 ( to tal  
rate) on 1 858 incoming unpaid 
letter from London. From 
Smyrna, Turkey, through Lon

don forwarder. 

39 40 
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4 1  

BOSTON AM. PKT. 24 ( total 

rate) on 1 855 unpaid incoming 

letter from London. Addressed to 
author of "Two Years Before the 
Mast." 
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Wording 

BOSTON / B P KT/D/PAID 
BOSTON /A . P KT. ID/PAI D  
BOSTON B R  P KT ID 
BOSTON A M . P KT. ID 

BOSTO N B R .  PKT. ID/P A I D  

BOSTO N A M .  PKT. ID/P A I D  

Credits or Deb its: 

BOSTO N BR P KT. / D/ 1 9  P A I D  

BOSTON/DI A PKT /2 1 

BOSTON /D/A . PKT. /3 

BOSTON/D/B. PKT 15 
5 /D/BOSTO N BR P KT 

Through Rate: 

B!l PAC K ET /D /24/BOSTON 

BOSTON 24 B� P K! ID/PA I D  

BOSTON 4 8  B� P KT ID/P A I D  
BOSTON 2 4  B� P KT ID 
BOSTON ID/ B R .  P KT. /24 

BOSTON /24/A M. P KT ID/P A I D  

BOSTON /B. P KT . /D/24 

BOSTON I A.P KT./D/24 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail  Markings 
Tracing Shape 
Number and Size 

Boston Exchange Office (cont . )  

British Treaty Mails (cont . )  

6 
7 

8 

9 

c-30 ( 709) 
c-29 (82 1 )  
c-26 ( 7 1 1 )  
c-26 (835)  

c-26 ( 7 1 2 ) 

c-26 (83 7 )  

1 0  c-26 (795)  

I I  c-3 1 (825A) 

1 2  c-30 (824) 

c-30 ( 793 ) 
1 3  c-33 ( 783 ) 

1 4  c-35 ( 765- 766) 

1 5  c-32 ( 768) 

Notes 

c-32 ( 770) Total doub le ra te on incom ing prepaid  le t ter. 
c-32 ( 7 7 1 , 77 3 )  

1 6  c - 3 7  ( 7 74 - 778) 

c-37 (8 1 9) 

c-3 1 ( 79 1 )  

1 7  c-3 1  (820) 

Prussian Convention Mai ls (from 16 October 1 852) 

BOSTON 7 Al'."'PK! !DI PAI D  
BOSTON 7 B� P KT ID/PAI D  

23/D/BOSTON . B� P K.r 

BOSTON B R. PKT./D/7 P A I D  
BOSTON,  AM . PKT./D/7 P A I D  
B OSTON IDIB� PKT 
BOSTON/ D/A�P KY 

BOSTON 30 B� P KT/D /PA I D  

30/D/BOSTON , B� P K
"
.I 

1 8  c-33 (8 1 3 ) 

c-33 (788A) 

1 9  c-33 ( 788) 

20 

4 

5 

2 1  

22 

c-26 ( 805) 
c-26 (840 ) 
c-32 ( 704)  

c -30 (8 1 2 ) 

c-33 (786) 

c-33 ( 789) 

U sed w i th separa te e r.  n u meral .  
Same as  above. 

Tota l rate on incoming prepaid letter. 

Tota l ra te col lect on incoming unpaid le t ter. 

French Convention Mails ( from 1 April  1 857) 

Credits or Debits: 

BOSTON/D/3 

BOSTON/D/6 

BOSTON/ D/ 1 2 

BOSTON/ D/9 23 

c-30 (84 7 )  

c-30 ( 848) 

c-30 (853 ) 

c-3 1 (852) 

B lack.  

B lack . 
B lack , 1 2ct dr. to France on ou tgoing unpaid 

q uadruple 1 5ct ra te, Bri t i sh Packet 
t hrough G reat Br i ta i n .  

B lack, 9 <t  dr. t o  France on ou t going u n paid  

letter , American Packet to Great Br i ta in .  
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Belgian closed mail cover at 27¢ rate from New Hampshire to An twerp in 1 86 1 .  Red BOSTON 
BR. PKT. 7 PAID (7¢ credi t  to Belgium). On reverse ETATS-UNIS PA R OSTEN DE and BR. 

PACKET applied by Belgian exchange office at Ostend. 
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Tracing Shap{' 
Wording Numbf'T and Si::.{' No/{'S 

Boston Exchange Office (cont.) 

French Convention Mails (cont.)  

BOSTON/D/ 1 8  c-3 1 ( 867 ) B lack, as above, double ra le dr. 
BOSTON/D/24 c-3 1 B lack , 24 <t dr. Lo Fran ce on oulgoing u n paid 

leuer Lo Egypl ,  60rt ra le, American Packel 

d i recl Lo H avre. 

BOSTON/D/PAID/6 24 c-30 (850) Red. 
BOSTON/D/PAID/ 1 2 25 c-29 ( 855-857 ) Red. 
BOSTON/D/PAID/ 1 8  c-3 1 (868 ) Red ,  1 8rt er. Lo France on 2 l rt  ra le Lo Spain,  

B r i t i s h  Packet L hrough Creal Br i La in .  
BOSTON/D/PAI D/24 c-3 1 (870) Red . 
BOSTON BR. P KT.ID/PAID 8 c-26 ( 7 1 2 ) Used wi th separate er. numerals. 

Thro ugh R a te: 

BOSTON /D/PAID/ 1 5 26 c-30 ( 865-866) Red. 
BOSTON/D/PAID/30 c-32 ( 878 ) Red. 
BOSTON/D/1 5 27 c-30 ( 862) Black . 
BOSTON/D/30 c-3 1 (877 )  Black. 
BOSTON/D/45 c-3 1 (879) B lack . 
BOSTON/D/60 c-3 1 ( 882)  Red,  w i l h  separa le PAID.  Quadru p l e  rale, 

i ncomi ng prepaid .  
BOSTON/D/2 1 c-3 1 ( 872) Black, 2 1  ct total ra te col lect on incoming 

unpaid letter from Swi tzerland. 
BOSTON/D/27 c-3 1 (875)  Black , 27¢ tota l rate collec t  on 

i ncom ing u n paid leuer from l la l y .  
BOSTON/D/42 28 c-26 (876) B lack , 42rt lolal dou bl e  rale col lecl on 

i ncom i n g  unpaid leuer from I tal y .  

Br .  Serv ice b-2 l x l 2 Red, type is i n  arc. On incoming letters, 

Brit ish Packet. See New York l ist ing . 

Belgian Convention Mails (from 24 January 1 860) 

BOSTON B R. P KT. /D/7 PAI D 20 c-26 ( 805) Red. 
BOSTON B R . P KT. /D/2 7  PAID c-26 ( 808) Red. ToLal  ra le on i ncom i ng prepaid leuer. 

Philadelphia Exchange Office 
I n  this period, Phi ladelphia dispa tched i ts 

mai ls  from New York, Boston, or Portland. 
Doubtless Ph i ladelphia was suppl ied with ex
pected sai l ing dates, al lowing exchange person
nel to properl y  mark, debit ,  and credi t  Bri tish 
and French treaty mai ls .  Apparen tly this office 
processed very l i t t le mai l  addressed to dest ina-

t ions beyond Great Bri tain or France, but sent 
such mai l direct l y  to New York for exchange 
trea tment.  Mai ls  made up a t  the British ex
change offices and addressed to Phi ladelphia 
were bagged separately and forwarded unopen
ed after receipt a t  New York or Boston.  



Boston - French & Belgian Mai ls; Philadelphia - British Mails 

24 

Wording 

25 26 

Tracing Shape 

Number and Size 

Philadelphia Exchange Office 

Bri tish Treaty Mails (from I January 1 854) 

27 28 

Notes 

PHI LA D E L PH IA/ D/B� P K! c-32 B lack , wi Lh  separa te dr .  numeral on 

P H I LA D E L P H I A/ D 1A�l pK _ I  

P H I L\ B� P K·!·!DIP A I D  

PH I L\ A�1 PK .1 / D /PA I D  

1 9/ D/ P H I L ' .\ B!l P K'.1 
5/D/ P H I  LA B R  P K'.' 

I 
2 

3 

c-32 

c-32 

c-32 

c-3 1 

c-32 

i ncoming unpa id ma i l .  
Black, same a s  above. 

Red, with separate er. numera l .  
Red, wi Lh  separate e r .  numera l .  

Red. 
B l ack. D r. to Great Bri Lai n on 

outgoing unpaid ma i l .  
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I O/ D/ P H I  L.\ B� P K .I '  c-32 Black . Dou ble dr. to Grea t Bri ta in  
on  outgoi ng u npa id mai l .  

3 /D/P H I L:\ A"1 P K'F 
P H I L:\ 24 B!l P K'.110/P A I D  
24/D/P H I LADELPH IA B � P K T 

24/D/ P H I LAD E L P H I A A�1P K'.1 

48/D/ P A I D/ P H I LA DEL P H I A PA 

48/D/ P H I LADEL P H I A PA 

5 

4 
5 
6 

c-32 
c-3 1 

c-30 

c-32 

r-32 

c-3 1 

Red. 
Red. TOLa l ra te on incoming prepa id mai l .  

3 

B lack. Tota l  ra te col lect on 
incom ing unpa id ma i l .  
B lack, same as above. 

Red. Total  double ra te on 
i ncoming prepaid mai l .  

Black. Tota l double  rate on 
incomi ng unpa id mai l .  

4 

6 
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Tracing Shape 
Wording Num ber and Size Notes 

Philadelphia Exchange Office (cont . )  

French Convention Mails ( from 1 Apri l 1 857) 

PHILADELPH IA/P A ID/D/6 7 c-3 1  Red. 
PH ILADELPHIA/PAI D/DI 1 2  
P H I LADELPHIA PA./PAI D/D/ 1 5 
PHILADELPH IA PA./PAI D/D/30 

P H I LADELP H IA PA/PA I D/D 

PHI LADELPHIA/D/3 PAI D 
PHILADELPH IA Pa. /D/ 1 5 

P H I LADELPH IA Pa.ID 

Portland Exchange Off ice 

8 
9 

The Montrea l Ocean S teamship Co. (A l lan 
l ine) of Canadian regi stry carried mai l  under 
U.S. contract from Riv iere du Loup to Liver
pool between Apri l and October, and from 
Port land to Liverpool during the remammg 

c-3 1 
c-32 
c-32 

Red. 
Red. Tota l rate on i ncom i ng prepai d  mai l .  

Red. Tota l  ra te on double 
i ncom ing prepaid ma i l . 

c-32 Red, with separate ms "72",  6x 1 2¢ er. 
to France on prepaid 6x 1 5¢ rate. 

c-3 1 Red. 
c-32 Black. Tota l i ncom ing unpaid. 
c-32 Black. Incoming unpaid, rate struck separately. 

months .  Portland exchanged British and Prus
sian mai ls  by th i s  line as American Packet; 
French mai ls ,  though marked American Pack 
et, were treated for accou nt ing purposes as 
Brit ish Packet. 

Tracing Shape 
Wording Num ber a nd Size Notes 

British Treaty Mails (from February 1 859) 

PAI D/D/Yr/ PO RTLA N D  M E A� 1 PK .. 1 I c-32 Red, w i th separate er. numerals .  
PORTLAND M�:A''."1 PK·_r/D/Yr 2 c-32 B lack , w i th  separate dr. numera l s .  
PORTLAND M�:A�1PI( 1 /D c-26 Red, w i th 2 1 ¢  postage, open mai l  to R ussia .  
3/D/Yr/PORTLAN D M�:A�1PK.1 c-32 Red. 

6/D/Yr/PORTLAND M�: A�1 PK.1 3 c-32 Red. 
2 1 /D/Yr/PORTLA N D  ME A� 1 PK .r 4 c-32 Black. 
24/D/Yr/PORTLA N D  M�: A:\1 PK r 5 c-33 B lack,  total  ra te col lect on 

incomi ng unpaid mai l .  
24 /D/Y r/PORTLA N D  PAI D M !·: A� 1 P K.r 6 c-32 Red, total ra te on incoming prepaid mail .  

Prussian Conven t ion Mails ( from May 186 1 )  

PORTLAND M E  A M  PKT/D/Paid 7 c-25 R ed, w i t h  separat e  er. n umera l 

PORTLA N D  M E  A M  PKT /D/30 8 c-26 

PORTLAND ME .ID/PAI D 30 c-24 

on mail  beyond GAP U .  
B lack,  tota l rate col lect 

on i ncom ing unpa id mai l . 
Red, total rate on incoming prepaid mai l .  

French Convention Mails (from l April  1 86 1 )  

PO RTL A N D  M E. /D/60 c-26 Red, tota l rate on incoming prepaid 
mai l  from beyond France. 



Philadelphia - French Mails; Portland - Bri tish , Prussian & French Mails 30 1 

7 8 

9 

5 6 

Unpaid 1 5¢ French rate from Paris, 1 857. U . S. was debited 
1 2¢ in ms. Red boxed "Br. Service" and black total rate 
collect, PHILADELPHIA PA. 1 5  1 857 DEC 1 4. 

3 4 

8 

From Brunswick , Me. ,  to 

"West Coast of Africa" at 33¢ 

rate under the Brit ish treaty. 

Red PORTLAND M E. AM.  
PKT. PAID. Red 1 2¢ credit to 
B r i t a i n .  L i v e r p o o l  a n d  
London transits. 
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DETROIT A M  PKT 3 
PAID ON l 860 cover from 
M o n ro e ,  M i c h . ,  t o  
England at 24¢ rate. 
Carried on the "Anglo
Saxon" (Allan Line) from 
Portland 2 1  Apr. 1 860. 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail  Markings 

British open mail cover to 
Switzerland, 1 855. Red 
NEW-YORK AM. PAC
KET. Strip of seven 3¢ pays 
2 1 ¢  American packet rate: 
5¢ inland, 1 6¢ sea. 

J ,,--

...?� �AmrT;;dP'2!i,�, .-- -_ _;::,-r_CC-e,?Co 
�-. ·= · ,, 

1' ,, ,,, ,.,.. �' 

New York SUPPLEMEN
TARY MAIL on 1 860 cover to 
France by American packet 
direct. Received after mail for 
"Vanderbilt" had closed, 
requiring extra fee. Use of 
S UPPLEMENTARY MAIL 
handstamp as obli terator is 
uncommon. 

,,. .. . -:..J r , �A ',/'i?J--d£ � t::( 0' &-«'.t ( <" c 



Il lustrations 

British open mail 

c o v e r  f r o m  N e w 
Orleans, 1 860, 1 0  

Spain. Red N EW
YORK BR. PKT. 

Black 8.RS. ( reals) 

due from addressee, 
including Bri t ish sea 
and transit. 

Prussian closed mail 35¢ 

rate to Denmark, 1 86 1 .  On 

reverse red N EW-YORK 
BR. PKT. and 1 2¢ credit on 
front. Routed via Liver
pool,  Ostende, Aachen to 
Hamburg office of Danish 

postal system (HAM BURG 

K.D.O.P.A.). 

I • 
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Wisconsin to Scotland at 

24¢ rate, 1 860. CHICA

GO AM. PKT. 3 PAID 
to G lasgow exchange 
office, establ ished Sept. 

l ,  1 860. Very early use of 

new Chicago-Glasgow 

exchange for Allan Line 
mail .  
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Detroit Exchange Office 
This office exchanged Bri t i sh ma ils from 

December 1 859, French mails  from l Apri l 1 86 1 , 
and Prussian mai ls  from May 1 86 1 . The French 

and Prussian mai ls had to be dispatched via the 
Al lan l ine, but Bri t ish mai l s  could a lso be sen t 
via New York or Boston . 

Wording 

DETROIT. AM. PKT./D/3 PAI D 
DETROIT. AM . PKT.ID 
DETROIT MICH .ID/PAI D  1 8  

DETROIT MICH./D/2 1 

DETROIT MICH./D/42 
Br. Serv ice 

Tracing S h ape 
N u m ber a n d  Size No tes 

Detroit Exchange Office 

I 

2 
c-26 
c-26 
c-26 

Red, 3CJ: er. to Great Br i ta in .  
W i t h  separate numerals .  

Red, 1 8CJ: er. to France on 2 1 q:  prepa i d 
le t ter to Swi tzerland. 

c-26 B lack , tota l  ra te collect on unpaid 

letter by French mail from Switzerland. 

c-26 Black,  as above, double col lec t ,  double rate .  
b-2 l x l 2  Type i s  i n  arc. U sed on prepaid leuer to 

Swi tzerland by French mai ls ,  to expla i n  
1 8<t cred i t  a s  i f  by Brit ish Packe t .  

See New York listing. 
Chicago Exchange Office 

(Introduct ion to Detroit section applies also to Chicago.) 

CHI CAGO.AM. PKT./D/3 PAID 
CH ICAGO.AM. PKT./D/24 PA I D  

CH ICAGO ILL/D/PAID 1 8  

CHICAGO.AM. PKT./D/24 
CH ICAGO.AM. PKT./D/42 

CH ICAGO AM. PKT.ID/PAID 

INSUFFICIENTLY /PREPAID 

2 

1 
2 

3 

4 
5 

6 

c-26 
c-26 

c-26 

c-26 
c-26 

c-26 

Red. 
Red, tota l  rate on i ncom ing mai l 

prepaid from Great Bri tain. 
Red, I Ser er. to France on prepaid 2 1  q: 

rate leuer to Luxemburg by French ma i l .  
Red, a s  above. 

B lack, double 2 l ct  dr. to G reat Bri ta i n 0 1 1  

unpaid outgoing double rate mai l .  

Red, with separate er. numerals. 
arc-36x l I On underpaid let ter to Great Bri tai n .  

2 

4 5 

,� � Go � 
.. � JUR r 
- II ,.. 
"''D \'l> 

3 

"'���f ICIE1t�l � PREPAIO I* 
6 



Detroit & Chicago Exchange Offices; San Francisco Exchange Office 

San Francisco Exchange Office 
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Addi tional artic les to the Bri tish treaty e f fec
t i ve 1 5  January 1 853 ,  establ i shed San Franci sco 
and Kingston , Jamaica, (changed to S t .  Thom
as in June 1 858) as exchange offices for mail to 
the U .S. and to a l l  Bri tish and foreign ports 
served by the Bri tish West Indian packets. From 
1 May 1 85 1 ,  San Francisco made u p  mai l s  for 
ports on the west  coast of South America and 
sent them to the U .S .  Consul a t  Panama for ex
change wi th the Bri tish Packet Agency ; effec
tive 1 October 1 853, San Franci sco was estab
l i shed by British trea ty addi tional art i cles as an 
exchange office for such ma i l s .  However,  S an 

Francisco was not an exchange office for Brit ish 
trea ty ma i ls to o r  through England in this  peri 
od. I t  was an e xchange office for French conven
t ion mails ,  1 Apri l 1 857 to 1 Apri l 1 86 1 , but no 
San Francisco credi t  or debit marki ngs have 
been noted on covers. This mai l ,  as a l l  other 
cor respondence for E urope, was dispatched lO 
the New York office for exchange processing. 
San Francisco did often use through rate mark
ings on prepaid foreign mai l ,  fol lowing the do
mestic regu lations, and sometimes appl ied the 
same markings on incoming prepaid foreign 
l e t ters .  

Traci ng Shape 

Wording 

SAN FRANCISCO CAL/D/26 PAID 

SAN FRANCISCO CAL/D/29 PAID 
SAN F RANCISCO CAL/D/ 1 5  

SAN FRANCISCO CAL/D/ 1 5  PAID 
SAN FRANCISCO CAL/D/ 
Yr/30 PAI D  
SAN FRANCISCO CAL/D/PAID 

PAID 

2 

3 

Number and Size No tes 

2 

3 

.'· 

c-33 

c-33 
c-32 

c-33 
c-33 

c-33 

sl-20 

Red, total rate, open mail 
via American Packel. 

Red,  total rate to Great Br i ta in .  
B lack , total rate col lect, unpaid L O  France, 

French mail .  

Red, total rate to France. 
Red, as above, double rate. 

Red, w i th ms "42" ,  424' tota l rate 
to Denmark , Prussian mai l .  

Black, with red ms "29" total 
rate to Great Britain .  

I . I 4 i 
. { � 

Faint red SAN FRANCISCO 15  PAID (total rate) to France, 

1 857. Credit  marking, NEW YORK PAID 1 2  for Brit ish packet. 
Since the San Francisco office could not be up to date on East 
coast sa i l ings, accounting procedures were left to New York. 
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U .  S. Post Office Markings: Through 
Rate 

Departmental regu lations required the mai l 
i n g  postmas ter to mark the total rate in red ink 
on a l l  prepaid foreign letters, whether the  post 
age was paid i n  money or by  s tamps? I t  appears 
the through rate was genera l ly s ta ted on s tamp
less le t ters ,  bu t that the pos tmas ters  ordinari ly  
ignored the regulation on letters franked with 

6. 1852 P L  & R ,  Reg. Sec. 375; 1857 PL & R ,  Reg. Sec. 
333. 

USPM - Transatlantic Mail  Markings 

stamps. A variety of markings were used : N U
M E RA L  in ms . ,  PAID-NU M E RA L  straigh t 
l ine handstamp,  NAME-DATE- N l ! M ERAL
( PAID ) c ircular handstamp.  Covers show l ead 
penci l  and red i n k  numerals alone, and both 
b lack and red hands tamps on prepa id foreign 
letters. A few local offices appl ied a red NU
M E RA L-NA ME-PAID marking on incoming 
prepa id mai l .  

Tracing Shape 
Wording 

CHARLESTON S.C./D/Yr/30 

CINCINNATl .O ./D/24 PAI D 
PORTLAN D  ME/D/PAID/24 
PROVIDE NCE R. l . / D/24 
LEWISTON PAID/ms 30 
PAID 27 

TROY N .Y ./D/24 
PH IL�/24Cls/PAID 
PHIL� /5Cls./P AID 

2 

Num ber and Size 

2 
3 
4 

c-32 

c-32 
c-37 
c-33 

s l -? 

c-32 
oct-27x22 
oct-27x22 

3 

Notes 

Dou ble rate to France, French mai l . 
To Great Bri ta in .  

Used in 1 855 . 
With separate PAID. 

Prepaid Prussian mai l .  
Red. Newport, R. I .  to Austria, 27¢ 

rate by French mail . 
Red ,  to Great Bri ta in .  
Red, used J u ly, 1 85 1 .  
Red , 1 852, open mai l .  

4 

Red octagon PHILA. 5 Cts. PAID on 
1852 cover to France, open mail by 

British packet. Black 1 3  decimes due 

(British sea 5, transit 3, French inland 
5). 



Through Rate; Rarity Estimation 

Rarity Estimation 

The es t imation of the rarity of a fore ign mai l  
cover i s  most certai n ly a subjective mat ter ,  de
penden t on the s tamps used ( if any) ,  the ma i l  
system employed, the destination, the postage 
ra te, exchange and a uxi l iary markings. The 
va l ue-weight of each fea ture depends to a great 
extent on the particu lar in teres ts of the col lec-
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tor. A tabular summary of rari ty numbers on 
s ingle rate eas tbound l e t ters ,  prepaid w i th 
stamps, i s  given in Table  IV .  It i s  based on ex
change office-mai l  system-des tination cri teria , 
and is the resu l t  of an earl ier survey of auction 
l is t ings and later add i tional in formation. 

Table IV 

Exchange office New York Phlla .  Boston Portland Detroit Chicago 

A tlan tic transit, Pkt. Br. A m. Br. A m .  Br. A m .  A m. A m .  A m. 

British treaty 
to Great Bri tain 2 3 6 7 3 4 8 1 0  I O  
open mail  (not to France) 3 4 p p 4 5 9 p p 
Br. mai ls ,  beyond GB 3 4 p p 4 5 I O  p 1 0  

Pre-treaty to France 
open mail  via GB,  to I Jan. 1 857 I 3 2 4 

open mai l  via GB,  Jan. 3 5 4 6 
through Mar. 1 857• 
to Havre d i rect 9 p 

French convention 

to France through G B  3 7 7 8 4 7 9 p p 
to France, Havre direct 9 I O  9 
beyond France, through GB 4 7 p p 4 7 9 I O  I O  
beyond France, Havre d i rect 8 p 9 

Prussian convention 

to GAPU 4 4 5 5 9 p p 
beyond GAPU 7 7 8 8 9 p 10  

Belgian conven tion 1 0  I O  1 0  p 

Bremen convention 

before IS Aug. 1 853 I O  

from 1 5  Aug. 1 853 8 9 
(Bremen 
Pkt . )  

Hambu rg convention 8 
(Hamburg 

Pkt . )  

- dash:  not an exchange office under mail system indica ted. 
p:  usage poss ible, but  not yet reported . 
•: bearing the Anglo-French treaty  mark ings, GB/40c if by Am . Pkt . ,  GB/ l f60c i f  by Br. Pkt. 
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Oval exchange marking (used 
at Boston) on letter from 
N o r t h a m p t o n ,  M a ss . ,  t o  
Montreal area. 

USPM - Mails to British North America 

-' 

. J • I 

B u ffa l o  ova l  pos t m a rk ,  
Buffalo UD. ST A TES ex

change marking, and P-A-1-

D, all in blue on paid 1851  
letter to Toronto. Fancy bold 
IO/CENTS in black. 

�� dd'4- ��� 
��- A(,(/j/. - f� 

..--�--�--��--�� -�� ......... ��...-----�------------���--

� . 
t�· t ;_ � ,/ ' .  

·-- - .,,,,. 

Prepaid letter from 

Syracuse, N.Y.,  Dec. 
24, 1 85 1 ,  to Belleville. 
Fancy U. ST A TES/ 
s h i e l d  e x c h a n g e  

marking i n  black. 

P r oba b l y  used a t  
Cape Vincent, N.Y. ,  
exchange office; see 
text. 

{)) J/I \l- , - �- /t (,w-�- -c df.A-' 

� A.rL g�-� 
Prepaid cover from 

Kenosha, Wis., to 
Fergus, 1 85 1 .  Red U .  
S T  A TES in  fancy arc, 
used at Buffalo or 

Lewiston, N.Y. 



Mails to British North America 
Susan M. McDonald 

Exchange of mai l s  between the Uni ted S tates 
and Canada was governed by an agreement 
which took effect Apri l 6, 1 85 1  ( for text,  see the 
1 85 1  Postmaster Genera l's Report or Chronic le 
79: 1 8 1 -2 ) .  The ra te was 1 0¢ or 6d per Yz oz. to or 
from any p lace i n  the Uni ted States to or from 
any place in Canada, except to or from the Pa
ci fic Coast, where the rate was 1 5¢ or 9d. Pre
payment was not req uired but part payment 
was not recognized. No accounting was kept 
and each pos ta l  system reta ined what it col lect
ed on prepaid letters sent or unpaid ones receiv
ed. 

S im i lar arrangements were made in regard to 
the other BNA provinces tak ing effect at some
what later dates. Mai l  to and from Bri tish Co
lumbia and Vancouver I s land was routed across 
the Uni ted S tates and via Washi ngton Terri tory 
or San Francisco; prevai l ing U.S .  ra tes were 
charged in addi tion to prov incial postage. 

The agreement wi th Canada designated a 
number of exchange offices in both countries 
and requ i red them to mark let ters wi th the 
name of  the coun try of origin .  This require
ment gave rise to a variety of in teresting mark
ings , many of wh ich may be identi fied with the 
office or offices of use. Off ices on the border be
tween Maine and New Brunswick were a lso de
s ignated for exchange of mails  to and from New 
Brunsw ick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Is land, 
and Newfoundland . 

The l i s ts of U . S. offices and the ir BNA coun
terparts appear i n  the various Posta l Laws a n d  
Regu la tions. The text of  the 185 1  agreemen t 
enumerated 19  offices in the Uni ted S tates and 
1 4  i n  Canada - some Canadian offices ex-

changed with two or more U .S .  ones. The l ists 
of offices were con stantly being augmented; de
letions and substi tu tions a lso occurred. Abou t 
45 U . S. offices were l is ted in the 1 857 P. L .  & R .  
with the l i s t  remain ing fairly constant there
after. Mai l between certain large centers (New 
York , Boston , A lbany, or Bu ffalo to or from 
Mon trea l ,  Kings ton, Toronto, Ham i l ton, or 
Queenston ) was exchanged by through bag, 
and was not processed by off ices on the border. 

In addit ion to the official overland route, a 
service to and from the Marit imes and New
foundland by Cunard packet via Boston was 
avai lable ( and had been si nce 1 840) .  The U . S. 
rate at f irs t  charged was the domestic rate to the 
port ,  that is, from July  1 ,  1 85 1 ,  3¢, whi le the un
paid  letter rate of 5¢ was col lected on incoming 
letters. Sometime in  the second hal f  of 1 854 
(between August  1 5  and November 2 1 )  the U .S. 
rate was raised to 5¢, probably to conform to the 
open mai l rate under the treaty w i th Brita in .  
The service , however, was never covered by the 
treaty or i ts addi tional articles. Prepayment to 
destination was never possi ble. A packet rate of 
5d cy . (4d s tg. ) between Bos ton and Hal i fax was 
col lected at Hal i fax, or 8d (Sd packet plus 3d in
land) i f  addressed beyond Hal i fax. ( For more 
detai ls ,  see the author's articles in Posta l H is
tory jo urn a l  for September 1 97 1  and January 
1 972) .  

Some ma i l ,  from New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia mainly ,  arrived by private sh ip. These 
letters frequently en tered by way of Maine ports 
or Boston and were charged the appropriate 
sh ip letter rates . Such routing in the opposi te 
direction from the United States to Brit ish 
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Buffalo exchange marking on 

3¢ envelope; balance of rate 
paid in cash. 

USPM - M ails to British North America 

Prepaid letter from New York 

to S t .  Ca ther i nes, 1 855 .  
S t r a i g h t  l i n e  U N I T E D 
ST ATES/PAID 6D. in red. 
Amount paid or due in Can. 
currency was added to some 
instruments to prevent mis
understanding. 

U. STJCt�s. s 
� �nY J m- n.c ;;, T �; 1 rl "ff!·' � 

7 :Z ,214e ,� /;& /./I, ) 

Unpaid cover 
Huron, M ich., 

Huron was the 

from Port 
1 860. Port 

U .  S. office 

· /  
' .· . ..  / 

An at tempt at partial 
payment on 1 856 cover 

from Warsaw, N. Y . ,  
where postmaster, con
trary to regulations, 
rated postage due "7" in  
ms. The Buffalo office 

d isregarded 3¢ stamp, 

and struck UD. ST A TFS 
/6d, used on unpaid 
letters. 

-

l · · � 

exchanging w i t h  Sarn ia ,  

C W. U .  STATES. 6d. in 
purpl ish red struck al Port 
Huron. 

v� , . 
I.I /.�'·' ' '� 

, . 
' . 
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FOttW.\RDED 
I 

---

This letter, addressed to Plattsburgh, N .  Y ., from Batavia in 1 860, was correctly prepaid at the 

domestic rate. When forwarded to Canada, however, i t  became short paid, and was rated " 1 0" 

due and struck U .  ST A TES at Plattsburgh, a U .S. exchange office. 

North America was seldom used in the 1 85 1 -6 1  
period. 

A special letter rate of 2¢ or Id between ad
j acent U .S . -Canadian border offices (no weigh t 
l imi t )  was agreed to i n  J une 1 85 1 .  I t  presumably 
covered the offices then in opera t ion ( some on 
the N . B .  border were later included ) ,  but detai l s  
are vague. Covers are very scarce. 

Pri nted circulars, newspapers, and the l ike 
were paid to the l ines at the appl icable domestic 
rates , and the applicable rates of the country 
addressed were co l lected from the recipien t .  
These uses should not be confused wi th the ex
change office rate. 

The first exchange markings general l y  con
sisted of the coun try name on ly .  The amount 

due or paid, in the currency of the cou ntry 
addressed, was soon incorporated i n  the hand
stamps used at  the busiest offices , notably 
Buffalo, to avoid confusion. Thus U.S .  mark
ings s tated the rate in pence whi le Canadian 
markings were ra ted in cen ts. The 1 85 1  agree
ment did not specify red for paid let ters and 
black for unpaid; these usual distinctions were 
onl y  fitfu l ly  observed. After adoption of deci 
mal currency by the Canadian Pos t O ffice, 
effect ive Ju ly  I ,  1 859, some U.S .  markings wi th 
cen ts rates appeared . W ith correspondence in  
currencies and i ncreased use of stamps , the use 
of exchange markings gradually declined in the 
1 860s. 

An unpaid 1 853 cover from New York to N iagara. Shallow arc exchange mark ing of U. S. office at 
Youngstown, N. Y. N iagara was the Canadian exchange office opposite Youngstown. 



I l lustrations 

Another short paid 

cover ( l855) exchang

ed through Swanton, 

Vt., and Phill ipsburg, 
C. E. ,  a rather obscure 
pair of offices. 

/ ,  / 

i/(v1�· 
/ ' 

1//;·:1-'2(_ . . I 
Unsuccessful attempt 

to use the demone

tized 1 857 1 0¢ on a 
cover from Boston, 
Oct. 27, 1 862. The 
oval exchange mark
ing, with dotted inner 

line, was used at 

Boston. 

3 1 3  

Short paid double letter from 
Wisconsin,  1 852. Beloit, after 
two day wait, rated as unpaid 
with encircled I O. The U. S. 
office (probably Burlington , 

Vt.) found letter overweight, 

assessed another rate, and 

struck its fancy arc. 

Short paid; rate was 1 5¢ from 

West Coast. "Due 1 5" in crayon. 

Canada struck "6" upside down 
to show 9d due. 
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Paid letter from Rouse's Point, N. Y . ,  in 1 855. The U. STATES./shield marking was 
struck in black at the U. S. exchange office at Rouse's Pt. 

Marki ngs are l isted in four general groups by 
shape. Col ors noted and period of use are given 
if information is avai lable. Dates and colors re
present verified information from my records 
and i nd icate range, not l imi ts. Earl ier and la ter 
dates are to be expected. Office of use i s  given 
where known .  In some cases, s imi lar i nstru 
ments were used a t  several offices, often s imul 
taneously .  In other cases, i t  appears that an 
instrumen t may have been used at one off  ice 
and then transferred to another. Defin i te attri
but ion is  impossi ble for some markings. It 

should be noted that some identi ficat ions made 
in the phi late l ic press cannot be substantiated 
or have been demonstrated to be wrong. 

Some markings which are apparen t ly the 
same may be distinguished by the relative posi 
tion of  the l etters and variations i n  the shape of 
the arc or other e lements. Markings not yet 
know n  used in the 1 85 1 -6 1  period are i ncluded 
as there is stong l ikel ihood tha t most of them 
were in use prior to the fal l  of 1 86 1  and tha t ex
amples w i l l  even tual ly  be recorded. 

From San Francisco, Oct .  I ,  1 85 1 ,  prepaid at the 1 5¢ rate for letters from the west coast. 
Exchanged through Buffalo, where arc UD. ST A TES was appl ied in blue. 



I llustrations 

Bold strike in black by Detroit 

office of oval exchange marking 

on unpaid cover from Grand 

Rapids, M ich., 1 859. 

3 1 5  

Boston oval exchange mark

ing in red on 1 856 cover lo 
Nova Scotia. By coastal 
steamer via St. John, N .  B. 

/ 
f •. 

. .  � 

; . 
,· ; i. 

/<?UH� /)1 IJ(/.?'1 t.{ 

t --1 I'( tt dLf I rq/-

. \ 

Circulars and the like continued 
to be "paid to the lines," with 
balance (at domestic rate) col

lected in the country addressed. 

In 1 854 the Canadian rate was Id  

(top), but was reduced to  �d in 
1 855, as seen on 1 858 cover 
(bot tom ) .  Ova l P R I N TED,  
CIRCULAR is  private marking. 
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size 0 ff ice Number Notes 

Enclosed Arcs 

U. STATES. I arc-33x l 8  Albany, N . Y .  9 1 85 1 ,  black . 
U .  STATES. 2 arc-33x 1 8  New York , N .  Y .  1 0  1 85 1 ,  red, I .  

U .  STATES 3 arc-30x 1 8  B lack Rock,  N . Y .  9 1 855,  red . 
or Rochester? 

U .  STATES 4 arc-3 1 x2 1 Detro i t ,  M ich. ,  3 1 858-64 , red , black. 
Ogdensburg h ,  N.Y .  

U.  STATES. 5 arc-35x 1 7  Youngs tow n,  N . Y .  8 1 85 1 -75, red, black .  
U .  STATES. 6 arc-34x20 Robbi nston , Me. 9 1 85 1 ,  red. 
U. STATES. 7 arc-28x 1 3  Boston , Mass.  3 1 852-55, red , b lack.  
U. STATES. 8 arc-32x l 8  Detroi t, M ich.  6 1 852-53 , b lack. 
U .  STATES. 9 arc-32x 1 7  Oswego, N . Y .  4 1 852-53, b lack. 2 .  

U .  STATES. I O  arc-35x 1 9\1 Houlton, Me. 9 1 853-57, red. 
U. STATES. 1 1 arc-28x 1 7!-2 Derby L i ne ,  V t .  7 1 853-62, red , black. 
U. STATES. 1 2 arc-33x20 Fran k l i n ,  V t .  1 0  1 855, red . 
U. STATES. 1 3  arc- Swanton , V t .  1 0  1 855, black . 

30Yix l 7Yi 

U. STATES. 1 4  arc-34x22 Portland, Me. 3 1 856-66, black. 
U STATES 1 5 arc-3 1 x 1 7  P l a t t sburgh , N . Y .  9 1 858-60, b lack. 
U .  STATES. 1 6  arc-34 Yzx22 Sau l t  S te .  Marie,  Mich . 8 1 86 1 -62, black. 
U�STATES. 1 7  arc-3 1 x 1 8!-2 Buffa lo, N.Y .  4 1 85 1 -52, b lue ,  blac k .  red. 

U. STATES. 1 8  arc-29x 1 7Yz New York, N . Y .  7 1 85 1 ,  red. 

U. STATES. 1 9  arc-3 I x 1 9  Ogdensburgh,  N . Y. 7 1 85 1 -55, red, black . 

U .  STATES. 20 arc-32x 1 8  Burl ington , Vt . ;  5 1 85 1 -57, red, black. 
H igh ga te, V t . ?  

U. STATES. 2 1  arc-3 1 x2 l Bu ffalo, N . Y. ? ;  9 1 85 1 ,  red. 
Lew i s ton,  N . Y.?  

U. STATES. 22 arc-3 1 x 1 7  New York , N . Y . ;  other? 9 1 852-53, black . 

U .  STATES./Shield 23 arc-32x l 9  Rouse 's  Pt . , N . Y .  6 1 85 1 -55, red, b lack . 
U. STATES./Sh ield 24 arc-3 l x l  7 Cape V incent ,  N . Y . ;  7 1 85 1 -55, red, b lack .  3 .  

Oswego, N . Y . ?  
U. STATES.IC 25 arc-34x20 Boston,  coastal  s teamer 8 1 858-6 1 ,  red , Mack.  
U. STATES/C 26 arc-3 1 x2 1 Boston, Por t l a nd ,  Me,  5 1 858-6 1 , red . 

coasta l steamer 
U �ST A TES/6.d 27 arc-29x l 8  Buffalo, N . Y .  4 1 853-59, b lue, black.  
U.�STATES/6� 28 arc-3 1 x 1 9  Buffalo, N .Y .  5 1 853-59, b lue, black . 

I .  S i m i lar  to # 1  bu t not ident ical . 
2. Often w i th " I O" separately s t ruck w i t h i n  arc. 

3.  Usual auribu tion to Ogdensburgh is wrong. U sed by an off ice w h ich exchanged w i t h  K ingston . 



Exchange Markings - Enclosed Arcs 3 1 7  

22 23 24 

27 28 
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Wording 

U�ST A TES/PAID/6? 

U �ST ATES/PAID 169 
u.QsTATES . / I  o ��s_. 
U, STATES/ I O  

U�ST A TES/HAUF AX 
U N IT E D/ST ATES 
U. STATES/ I O/ PAI D  

U NITED/6� /ST ATES 
U N  ITED/6:0/ST A TES 
U N IT ED/ST A TES 
U NI TED/ST A TES 

U NITED/6?/ST ATES 

U. S. I O  c ts/PAI D  
U .  S .  I O  c ts/. PAID .  

U .  STATES. 

UPSTATES 6P 
U. STATES. 6d .  
U NITED STATES/6P 

U NITED STATES/ 
PAI D  6P 

U .  S. I O  cts 
U . S. PAI D  1 0  

Tracing 
Number 

29 
30 
3 1  
32 

33 
34 
35 

36 
37 
38 
39 

40 

4 1  
42 

Shape 
and Size Office 

Enclosed Arcs (cont.)  

arc-27x l 9  
arc-3 I x20 
arc-3 I x 1 8 
arc-29x2 1 

c-26 
c-36 
c-29 

o-28x20 
o-26� 1 9� 

o-29x23 
d lo-24x2 1 

dlo-24x20 

o-2 l x l 3  
o-2 I x l 3  

Buffalo, N .Y .  
Bu ffalo, N . Y .  
Bu ffalo, N . Y .  

Detroi t ,  M i c h . ?  

Circles 

Hal i fax, N.S .  

Boston , Mass. 
Detroi t, M ich.  

Ovals 

Detroi t ,  Mich .  
Detro i t , M ich.  
Boston , Mass. 
Boston , Mass. 

New York, N . Y .  

Boston, o thers 
Lew iston, N . Y . ,  others 

Stra igh t Lines 

Rarity 
Number 

5 
6 
5 
7 

3 
9 
5 

6 
5 
4 
4 
9 
5 
7 

43 s l -3 l �x4� Ogdensburgh , N . Y . ,  Cape 4 
V incent N . Y . ,  I sland Pond, 

V t . ,  other 
44 s l -39x4� B uffa lo, N . Y .  6 
45 s l -46x5 Port Huron,  M ich.  9 
46 s l -47 x l 2  B u ffalo, Os wego , 4 

Rochester, N . Y .  

4 7  s l -4 7x l r n  Buffa lo, Oswego, Roch- 5 
ester, S uspension Bridge , 

N .Y .  
48 sl -b-24x7 B u ffalo,  New York , . Y .  6 
49 s l -b-28x6 Detroi t ,  M ich. 6 

4. Exchanged wi th " G. W . R. EAST" (Grea t Western Rai lway) .  

Notes 

1 853-55 , red. 
1 856-57 , red . 

1 859-7 3 ,  b lack . 
1 86 1 -63, b lue. 4 .  

1 845-67 , b lack .  5 .  
1 855, black. 6. 
1 86 1 -64 , red. 7 .  

1 852-54, red , b lack .  
1 855-59, red , black.  

1 855-60, red, black .  8 .  
1 859-65 , red , black. 

1 859-black . 9 .  

1 862-65 , red . 
1 863-65 ,  red. I 0. 

1 853-65, blue, red, b lack .  

1 852-54 , b lue, red, b lack . 
1 860-62 , red . 

1 854-6 1 ,  black. 

1 854-63, red . 

1 862-69, b lack . 
1 859-64 , red . 

5. Not a U . S .  mar k i ng or exchange marking.  Used by H a l i fax as rece i v i ng mark on mai l  from U .S. by Cun
ard packet.  

6. Assoc i ated w i th mail  po tmarked " E X PR ESS M AI L/Boston " to New Bru nswick .  
7. Past amibution to Port H uron is  wrong.  Exchanged w i th "G.W.R.  EAST. " Ou ter r i m  often fa in t  or  

m1ssmg. 

8. Some strikes show partial  doubl ing of rim ;  this may be careless handling, or defect ive or deteriorat ing in
s trument.  

9. O n  m a i l  to Nova Sco ti a  and New Brunswick b y  coastal  s teamer to St .  John. 
1 0. Both 4 1  and 42 a re of ten poor l y  s truck . A ppare n l l y  both were used a t  two or more offices. 



Exchange Markings - Circles, Ovals, Straight Lines 

� STA -,..� 
...;) . ,.\{' 
HALI F A X  M V 20  

1 85 9  

3 1  

33 34 35 

37 38 39 

U. S TATE S 
4 1  42 

43 

U. STAT E S . 6d .  
45 

UN I T E D  STATES 
6 ?  {Q.S.l 0 c� (9. 5. PA I 0. 19) 

48 49 

Straight line UD. ST ATES 6D. applied 
in black at Buffalo exchange office on 
unpaid letter from Philadelphia, 1 852. 

46 

3 1 9  

32 

36 

�6cl d \ $..?> • '?. 4 T °£.  
40 

U� STATES 6 �  
44 

U N I T E D STA TES PAID 6.0 
47 
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Prepaid 1 853 letter from Syracuse, N. Y.,  with 
fancy PAID in shield. Red arc exchange mark
ing applied by Buffalo. 

Washington, D.C., FREE 

postmark on envelope franked 
by C.H.  Van Wyck, M .C.,  who 
often gave out franks by favor. 
Such franks were not valid for 
international mail ,  but the 

U .S. exchange office neglected 

to rate postage due. Therefore 
the Canadian office struck its 
m a r k i n g  C A N A D A - 1 0 -
CENTS, normally used on 

unpaid letters to the U .  S. 

• 

USPM - Mails to Brit ish North A merica 

Mail to Nova Scotia by Cunard 

packet from Boston was not 

covered by terms of the 1848 U .S
G.B. treaty. At first the rate 
charged was 3¢, as shown on 
upper cover ( 1 85 1 ). In late 1 854, 

the charge became 5¢ (bottom, 

1861 ). The "5" handstam p de
notes 5d due at Hal ifax for 
packet postage. See text. 



Honolulu Mail 
Tracy W. Simpson 

From sometime in 1 85 1  to a bou t June, 1 857 ,  
the pos tmaster a t  Honolulu applied the 28mm 
HONOLULU/D/U .S .  Pos tage Pa id marking 
to let ters for which the 5¢ Hawai ian postage, 
the U . S .  ship to shore fee, and the U .S .  in land 
postage from San Francisco to dest ina tion had 
been pa id in Honolulu.  Afterward, the s imi lar 
34mm marking was used. 

These marki ngs are found on covers bearing 
Hawaiian s tamps, U .S. s tamps, or on stampless 
covers . In the latter case appropriate SHIP 
mark ings were appl ied in San Francisco. Cov 
ers w i th these markings bearing U . S .  stamps 
had the stamps appl ied to the let ter at Honolu-

Wording 

HONOLU LU/D/U .S .  Postage Paid 
H ONOLULU/D/U .S . POSTAGE PAID 
HONOLULU/D /HAWAI IAN ISLANDS 

2 

Ju i f  the marking ties the stamp, and presum 
ably also i f  the s tamps were not tied .  The Hono
lu lu  pos tmaster had a supply of U .S .  s tamps for 
such purpose. Accounting for them was in ac
cordance w i th an arrangem en t made w i th the 
San Francisco postmaster. 

A variant shows payment of Hawai ian post
age by Hawaiian stamps or by cash,  as evidenc
ed by the Honolu lu  postmark, but the cover 
also bears U .S .  stamps - probably appl ied by 
t he ship captain - for payment of U .S .  postage 
plus ship fee. Such stamps are cancel led at San 
Francisco, usually with a townmark that t ies 
the stamps. 

Tracing Shape Ra rity 
Num ber and Size Number 

I c-28 8 
2 c-34 8 
3 c-28 6 

3 Red HONOLULU U. S.  POSTAGE PAID on 1 859 cover pre

paid by Hawaii 5¢ and U.S. 12¢ stamps. OVERLAND in black. 
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VIA LOS ANCELES. 

From Virginia City, U tah, 

showing the 1 0¢ "over the 

mountains" rate. Carried 
over the Central Overland 
Route (Cal ifornia Trai l ). 

P.M.S.S 
Goldf!n ..\.gE

June �l. I • � ;:-

USPM - U. S. Mai l  Routes to the West 

West coast mail could be 
sent,  at various t imes, by 

several overland routes 

instead of via Panama. 
H e r e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  
" O v e r l a n d v i a  L o s  
Angles," used to specify the 
Butterfield Overland Mail ,  

is  prin ted on the envelope. 

d'�?· c$,d/;/?:; 
· · :. ·�;udfa0 

.��'d¥ 
/ 

/,2-e,-Ln'- M .�; k/ 1-f'�..:-.i'<�/� 
� .  F 7<7f-,._/(_ �/¥�u hua:. 

San Francisco News Letter, 
a two page paper printed 
twice a month, sent by the 

"Golden Age" June 20, 

1857. Rated DUE IO,  be
cause addressed to Panama; 
the rate from San Francisco 
to there was 20¢ for a 

distance over 2,500 miles. /-*{,.££ a.-v� £_ 



U.S. Mail Routes to the West 
From the date of acquiring the vast area west 

of the Louisiana Purchase from Mexico by con
quest and from Great Bri tain ( in the case of 
Oregon) by negotiation, to the end of this peri 
od, residents there made constant demands for 
adequate postal service to the East. The govern
ment responded by establ ishing four major 
mai l  routes (and three minor ones) to connect 
the two areas. 

Markings used on these rou tes which are ex
ceptional in appearance (non-stock styles ) are 
l isted i n  other schedules. This l ist ing attempts 

to establ ish rari ty factors for use over the rou te 
named rather than for postal mark ings.  An ex
ception is the short l ist of O VE RLAN D  mark
ings shown below. Markings on mail  carried by 
private expresses or independent ocean mai l  
l i nes are l isted elsewhere. This  schedule  is con
cerned only wi th mail  carried on official U .S. 
mai l  contract routes. 
Ocean Mail Via Panama 

The eastern terminals of this rou te were New 
York City and New Orleans. The wes tern ter
minus was San Francisco. 

Ju ly 1 ,  185 1 ,  to March 3 1 ,  1 855: 6¢ rate prepaid or 1 0¢ unpaid. 

Description 

Eastbound 

From San Francisco 
From Sacramento, S tockton, Marysvi l le, Nevada City 
From other California towns 
From Oregon Territory 
From Wash ington Territory 

Westbound 

To San Francisco 
To other Cal i fornia towns 
To Oregon or Washington Terri tories 

From San Francisco 

April l ,  1 855, to 1 86 1 :  1 0¢ rate 

Eastbound 

From Sacramento, S tockton, M arysv i l le, Nevada Ci ty 
From other Cal i fornia towns 
From Oregon Territory 
From Oregon State 
From Washington Territory 

Westbound 
To San Francisco 
To other Cal i forn ia towns 
To Oregon Territory or S tate, or Washington Territory 

Rarity Num ber 

2 
4 
5 

6 

7 

3 
6 
8 

I 
3 
4 

6 

5 

7 

I 

5 

7 
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Central Overland Route 
Beginning in 1 850, the Post Office Department 
issued a series of con tracts for carrying mail  
over the Cal i fornia Trai l .  Different contractors 
normally  carried the mail  from the Kansas Ci ty 
area to Sal t Lake City, and from Sal t  Lake City 
to Placerv i l le, the western terminal .  Service was 
very unsat isfactory, and in terruptions because 
of severe weather or I ndian troubles were fre
quent. I t  appears that most mai l  carried on this 
route origi nated at  or near one of the terminals 
or stations a long the l ine. This is probably be
cause i t  did not become a " through" route un ti l 
the Butter£ ield operat ions were shifted north in 
1 86 1 .  A substantial percentage of the covers that 
have survived consist  of mi l i tary mail and mail  
from immigrants along the Trai l .  

Because La Porte and Nevada City were on or 

Town and State 
La Porte, Cal. 

Nevada City,  Cal.  
San Francisco, Cal. 
Any use over the Cal ifornia Trail ,  

either eastbound or westbound 

Tracing 
Num ber 

I 

2 
3 

USPM - U . S. Mai l  Routes to the West 

near t he Central Overland Route, it is bel ieved 
that the s traight  l ine OVERLAND used at those 
towns may have speci fied that rou te. The case of 
San Francisco is more doubtfu l .  This was the 
western terminus of the But terfield Overland 
Mai l  and the natural assumption would  be that 
the straight line used there appl ied to that rou te. 
However, the vast majori ty of Bu tterfiel d  mai l  
from San Francisco appears to have been mark
ed "Overland Via Los Angeles" in manuscript.  
In  any event ,  the rou ting of mai l  bearing any of 
these markings has not been proved as far as the 
compiler knows, and col lectors are requested to 
supply h im wi th any information which wi l l  
shed addit ional l ight on  these interesting 
markings. 

Wording 
OVERLAND 

OVERLAND 

OVERLAND 

Shape 
and S ize 
s l -42x3 
sl-29x4 
sl-40x4� 

Rarity 
Num ber 

9 
9 

8 
6 

O V E R L A N D  OVERLAND OVERLAND 

Butterfield Overland Mail 
· In 1 858 this firs t " through" overland rou te 

was opened. There were two terminals in the 
East, St .  Louis  and Memphis. These two branch 
l ines joined at Fort Smith,  Arkansas. From 
there the route ran through Indian Terri tory, 
Texas, what are now the States of New Mexico 
and Arizona, and southern Cal i forn ia via Los 
Angeles to the western terminal ,  San Francisco. 
In early 1 86 1  operations were in terrupted by 
Indians who had grown bold because of troop 
wi thdrawals from the Southwes t, and by Con
federate forces in Texas. In March-Apri l ,  1 86 1 ,  
the equipment was transferred north and after 
Ju ly  of that year Butterfield and his su bcon trac
tors operated a through route over the Cal i for
nia Tra i l  ( the Central Overland Route). 

During this en t ire period the ocean mail  

2 3 

route was favored by the government. In  order 
to have a letter u·avel the Butterfield Route, the 
sender had to inscr ibe i t  "Via Overland Mai l "  
or w i th some equ ivalent language. Westbound 
letters are known marked "Overland Via St .  
Louis" and eastbound letters wjl l  ofter bear the 
words "Overland Via Los Angeles ."  No specific 
words were requ ired. The compiler has a semi
l i terate letter marked simply " Land Rout. " 

Santa Fe Route 
The first U.S. mai l contract for carriage of 

letters over the Santa Fe Tra i l  was awarded in 
1 850. The eastern terminus was variously at 
Independence, Westport, and Kansas Ci ty ,  
M issouri .  The southern terminal was, of 



Map of Mail Routes to the West 

hl· .. - --

lIJ · -

1'};� Nq'l'o� � -

-··-. .  \ 
�· ----.. NESR.A.SKA TERR. 

Map showing various overland routes to the West Coast. 
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course, Sante Fe. The area between these two 
points was very sparsely populated, and as a 
consequence few stations along the route had 
post offices, at least unti l  Kansas Terri tory was 
establ i shed in  1 854. No special markings, ei ther 
manuscript or handstamped, ident i fy ing the 
route are known. 

Via Tehuantepec 
This  route, by ocean mail  to the Is thmus of 

Tehuantepec, across the Isthmus, and by ocean 
mail to San Francisco, was inaugurated i n  1 858 

and las ted for only about a year. Mai l  travel ing 
th i s  route had to  be inscribed "Via Tehuan
tepec. " Very few covers are known. 

San Diego-San Antonio Rou te 
San Diego, Cal i fornia, and San Antonio, 

Texas, were the two terminals on this rou te, 
which commenced operat ions on Ju ly 1 ,  1 857.  
It  is  commonly cal led the "Jackass Route" in  
memory of the  animals that  carried the mail .  
On December l ,  1 858, the E l  Paso-Fort Yuma 
section was cut from the contract because i t  was 
duplicated by the Butterfield l ine. The San 
Diego-Fort Yuma and the E l  Paso-San Antonio 
sections cont inued to operate. In 1 860 the re
maining portion of the western end of the l ine 
was terminated, l eaving only  the El Paso-San 
A ntonio run, which i tself was terminated w i th 
the beginning of the C iv i l  War. 

Covers that traveled this rou te are ident ified 
by manuscript routing i nstructions, such as 
"Via San Diego and San Antonio" or " Fort 
Yuma Via San D iego." 

Descriptio n  

USPM - U. S. Mai l  Routes to the West 
Stockton-Kansas City Route 

The route from Stockton, Cal i forn ia, to 
Kansas City was inaugurated on October 1 ,  
1 858 ,  and was terminated on J une 30, 1 859. The 
annual expense to the P .0 .D .  was $80,000, and 
the proceeds to the P .O.D .  $ 1 ,255. The bu lk of 
the mail carried over the route traveled between 
Kansas City and Albuquerque, duplicating 
much of the Santa Fe route. The 1 859 PMG 
Report stated that only two letters were carried 
the entire route from Stockton to Kansas City 
and that but one letter traveled the en tire route 
from Kansas City to Stockton .  

O n l y  one cover has been identified a s  being 
carried on the route. It originated at  S tockton 
and is addressed to an eastern destina tion . 

3¢ "Over the Mountains" Rate 
The Act effective Apr i l  1 ,  1 855, had set the 

single letter rate for distances up to 3,000 miles 
at 3¢, and 1 0¢ for distances over 3,000 m i les . 
Most West Coast mai l  went v ia Panama, which 
was more than 3 ,000 m iles from New York to 
San Francisco. The distance over the Butter
field Overland Route, however, was 2, 794 m iles 
from terminal to terminal .  Therefore, if a letter 
was routed overland and both the sender and 
addressee were located on or near the route ter
minals,  i t  could go for 3¢ rather than 10¢. Most 
examples were used between Cali fornia and 
Texas, Arkansas, or M issouri .  The Act of Feb
ruary 27, 1 86 1 , ended this  bargain rate by re
quiring l 0¢ postage for a s ingle letter travel ing 
between any State or Terri tory east of the Rocky 
Mounta ins and any State or Territory on the 
Pacific Coas t .  

Rarity Number 
Butterfield Overland Mail  

Covers, eastbound, or westbound, marked in manuscript 2 

"Via Overland" or equivalent (Covers w ith prin ted 
pictures or wording indicating overland rou ting are rare) 

Santa Fe Route 
Any cover shown by poinls of origin or destinaLion 

to have traveled Santa Fe route 

Covers, eas tbound or westbound, inscribed 

"Via Tehuantepec" 

Via Tehuantepec 

4 

7 



I l lustrations 327 

A triple weight cover that may have been back-packed over the Sierras by "Snowshoe" Thompson. It 
certainly went by Chorpenning Route from Salt Lake to San Francisco, then by steamer to New York via 
Panama. 

The 3¢ "over the mountains" 

rate. From St. Louis to San 
Francisco over the Butterfield 
Route was under 3,000 miles. 
Therefore the 3¢ rate applied. 

New York City ocean mail 
postmark used to Oregon; 

2¢ overpay of 1 0¢ rate. 

Carried on the "Moses 
Taylor." 
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Dc.1 cription 

USPM - U. S. Mail Routes to the West 

R a rity N u m ber 

San Diego-San Antonio Route 
Covers, eastbound or westbound, inscribed with 

appropriate routing ins tructions 

Stockton-Kansas City Route 

Eastbound from Stockton, Cal . ,  inscr ibed 

with appropri ate rou t ing instructions 

3¢ "Over the Mountains" Rate 
Any cover, eastbound or westbound, i nscribed "Via 

Overland Mai l" or equivalen t, showing 3¢ rate 

and no postage due 

In tra-Cal i fornia Mai l  

(Letters originating in Cal i fornia, addressed wi thin the State.) 
From San Francisco 

From Sacramento, S tock ton, Marysvi l l e, Nevada City, San Jose 

From olher California towns 

Mail between California, Oregon, and Washington Territory 
From Cal i fornia town lo Oregon 

From Cali fornia town to Washington Territory 

From Oregon Terri tory to California 

From Oregon Stale to Cal i fornia 

From Washi ngton Terri tory lO Cal i fornia 

Between Oregon and Washington Territory 

I nt ra-Oregon Territory mail 

Intra-Oregon State mail 

Intra-Washington Territory mai l 

_, 

/ 

8 

I O  

6 

2 

3 
4 

5 
7 

6 
4 

7 
7 
6 

5 

7 

The Postmaster General's 1 859 report stated that only two letters had been carried the entire 
overland route from Stockton, Cal . ,  to Kansas City. If so, the survival of this cover is one of the 
miracles of philately. 



Military Markings 
David T. Bea ls III 

This ,section a t tempts to include the postal 
markings of the m i l i tary pos ts tha t had their 
own post offices. Mos t  were des ignat ed Fons.  
but a few were des ignated Barracks, Camp, or 
by some other name. The army was mai nta ined 
at minimum s trength during th is decade be
tween the Mexican and Civ i l  Wars, and hence 
the amount  of surviv ing m i l i tary mai l  is su b
s tantial ly less than from the periods of greater 
m i l i tary acti v i ty.  Aside from coast  defense, the 
primary miss ion of the army was to support the 
immigration on the overland trails and to con
trol the Indians as they were pushed back by the 
arrival of the whi te man .  Whi le  there were no 
major batt les during this period, sma l l  engage
ments were fought a lmost  continuously 
throughou t the West .  The larges t mi l i tary op
eration was Col . A lbert Sidney Johnston 's ex
pedi tion to U tah in 1 85 7 -58,  wh ich is  some
times referred to as the Mormon War. 

A grea t majori ty of these markings are west
erns, mos tly terr i toria l ;  many were from the 
firs t towns in newly set tled areas. Conseq uen t
ly ,  one of the most romantic periods in  our 
coun try ' s  history is well  i l l ustrated by this f ield. 

Wording 

Stampless covers of t he period have been in
cluded in  th is  s tudy.  

In  addi t ion to the actual postal markings, the 
i n terest of a cover is  enhanced i f  i t  has a m i l i tary 
address, or if it is from the correspondence of a 
wel l known soldier or other historic personage, 
such as Gen . J .  W. Denver or Col .  Peter P i tch
lyn . I f  it a lso con tains a letter of  m i l i tary or 
other his toric i n teres t ,  even better. 

Further in formation on th is  subject may be 
found in The Chronicle, issues No. 64, 65 , 66, 
67, 68 , 70 and 79. 

In this schedule ,  we have l isted al l presen t ly  
known mi l i tary mark ings, together w i th the 
dates during which their use has been recorded, 
and the color of each marking i f  i t  is found 
struck in a color other than black .  Townmarks 
marked by an asterisk ( *' )  in the date column 
were a lso used e i t her dur ing the period before 
1 85 1 ,  or after 1 86 1 ,  and are usua l l y  somewhat 
more common during these periods than dur
ing the decade under consideration. For in
stance, the J EFFERSON BARRACKS Mo. was 
used during both periods. 

Shape 

and Size Color 

Dates 

of Use 

Rarity 

Number 

Arkansas 

FORT SMITH/D/ARK. 
FORT SMITH/D/Ark. 
Fort Smith Ark . ID 
FORT SMITH/D/Yr/ARK 

c-22Yi 

c-30\-2 

ms 
dc-26Yi 

1 854 

1 843- 1 858* 

1 86 1 - 1 862 

I O  
6 
1 0  

7 
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Wording 

Fort Tejon Cal/D 

Fort Wise C.T./D 

Fort AbercrombielDIYr 

Fort Arbuck le C .N ./D 
FORT GI BSON/D/Ark. 
FORT GI BSONIDIARK. 

Fort Wash ita C.N./D 
Fort Wash i ta/D 
FORT WASHITA/D/ARK 

S hape 
a n d  S iz.r 

California 

ms 

Colorado Territory 

ms 

Dakota Territory 

ms 

Indian Territory 

ms 

c-30!1 
c-33 
ms 
ms 

c-33Y2 

USPM - M ili tary Markings 

Dales R a rity 
Color of Use Num ber 

1 0  

1 86 1  9 

March 30, 1 86 1  9 

1 855- 1 856 8 
1 843- 1 852• 7 
1 855- 1 858 7 
1 852- 1 857 6 

1 857 8 
B lue, black. 1 855- 1 862• 5 

Kansas Territory and State (Unorganized territory prior to 1 854) 

FORT LEAVENWORTH/D/Mo.  
Fort Leavenworth/D 
FORT LEAVENWORTH/D/KAN 
Pawnee Fork/DY r  
PAWNEE-FOR K.K.T.lmsD 
(This post became Fort Larned on May 29, 1 860) 
FORT RILEY ID/KT 
Fort R i ley K T ID 
FO RT RILEY /D/KAS 
Fort Scot t, Mo.ID 
Fort  Scott K T  ID 
FORT SCOTT ID/KT 
FORT SCOTT ID/KAN 
FORT SCOTTIDIKAS 

c-30 
ms 

c-23 
m s  

dc-25!1 

c-33!1 
m s  

c-25 
ms 
ms 

c-37 
c-25 
c-26 

M ichigan 

Fort Wi lk ins M ilD 
FORT WILKINSIDIM IC H  

Fort R idgely/D 
FORT R I DGELYIDIM IN 
Fort Ripley M .T./D 
FORT R IPLEY /D/MIN .  
FORT SNELLING /DI __ 

ms 
c-3 1 

M innesota Territory and S tate 

ms 
c-25 
ms  

c-30!1 
c-34 

1 839- 1 859 3 
(Probably 1 856)  9 

1 86 1 - 1 863• 9 
1 860 I O  

1 860 9 

1 856- 1 858 7 
1 858 7 

1 86 1 - 1 863• 8 
1 844- 1 853• 7 

1 857 1 0  
1 857- 1 858 5 
1 86 1 - 1 863• 9 
1 86 1 - • 7 

1 852 9 
1 854- 1 858 7 

1 857 I O  

1 860- • 8 
1 852 1 0  

1 852- 1 855 6 
1 855- 1 863• 6 



California to Texas 

Wording 

JEFFERSON BARRACKS/D/Mo. 

Shape 

and Size 

M issouri 

c-29 

Nebraska Territory 

Co lor 

Blue ,  b lack, 
green,  red . 

Dates 

of Use 

1 833 - 1 863• 

(Prior to 1 854 unorganized terri tory, attached to Clackamas Co. , ')re. ) 

Fl KEARN Y  0 RID f-47x3 1 1 852 
Fl Keamey/D ms 1 854 - 1 857 
FORT KEA R N EY ID/NEBR c-32Yi 1 859- 1 860 
FORT KEA RN E Y  IDIN.T. c-26 1 86 1 - • 

FORT LARAMIE/msD/O. R. c-30 1 85 1 - 1 853 
FORT LARAMIE/D c-3 1 B l ue. 1 853 or 1 854 
Fort Laramie/D ms  1 853 
FORT LARAMIE/DIN T  c-32 B lue, b lack. 1 854- 1 862• 
Fort Randall N T ID ms 1 86 1  
FORT RANDALL/DIN T c-26 1 86 1 - 1 862• 

New Mexico Territory 

FORT BUCHANAN/D/N.M.  c-35 1 859-1 860 
FORT CRAIG/msD/N. M .  c-32 1 860- 1 862• 
Fort Defiance N .M ./D ms  1 857 
FORT DEFIANCE/D/N .M . c-33Yi 1 858- 1 859 
Fort F i l lmore N M/D ms 1 852- 1 858 
FORT FI LLMORE/D/N . M. c-32 
Fort Un ion/D ms 1 852 & 1 856- 1 858 
FORT UNION/D/N E W  MEX.  c-29 

FORT UNION/D/N.M.  c-32Yi B lue ,  black. 1 860 

New York 

FORT HAMI LTON/DI . Y .  c-34 B lue . 1 860- 1 86 1  

Oregon Territory and State 

FORT LELAN D/D/OREGON dlc-33 1 856 

Texas 

Fort Belknap Tex.ID ms 1 859 
Fort Chadbourne Tex/D ms 1 86 1  
FORT CLARK/D/TEX c-26 1 85 1  
Fort Clark Tex.ID ms 1 857 
FORT CLARK/D/TEX c-33 1 858 
Fort Davis/D/Tx ms 1 858 
FORT DAVIS/D/Yr/TEXAS c-33Yi 1 860- 1 86 1  
Camp H udson Texas/D ms  1 860 

33 1 

Rarity 

Number 

7 

9 
7 
7 
8 
6 
I O  
8 
5 
I O  

9 

6 
6 
9 
8 
7 
9 
7 
6 
8 

6 

9 

8 
9 
I O  
I O  
8 
I O  

3• 
8 
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Wording 

Fort Inge TexaslD 
Fort Lancaster TexlD 
FORT QUITMANIDITEXAS. 

Shape 
and S ize 

Texas (cont . )  

ms 
ms 

c-33 

Color 

B l ue ,  black . 

Unorganized Territory 

Fort AbercrombielD Yr  
(This s i te, on  west bank of Red River, was in Minn.  
Ter. unt i l  Minn.  became state on May I l ,  1 858. I t  
was then in unorganized terri tory unt i l  formation 
of Dakota Ter. March 2, 1 86 1 . ) 

ms 

U tah Territory 

Fort Bridger U .T./D 
FORT BRIDGER, U.T.IDYr 
FORT BRIDGERIDIU.T. 
Fort Churchi l l  U TID 
Camp Floyd U T ID 
CAMP FLOYD, U.T.ID 
CAM P  FLOYDIDIU .T. 
Camp Scott U T  ID 

·. 

ms 
s l -5 1 x l 0  

c-32\.1 Claret, b lack. 
ms 
ms 

c-35 
c-26 
ms 

FORT BRIDC. 

Dates 

of Use 

1 853 
1 859 
1 86 1  

Nov. 30, 1 860 

1 857- 1 860 
1 858 

1 858- 1 863• 
1 86 1  

1 858- 1 859 
1 858- 1 859 
1 858- 1 86 1  

1 858 

' /, . , , '£ · ?� � 
An example of the rare straight l ine from Fort Bridger, U .  T. The townmark 

was printed on a press. The cover traveled the California Trail to 
Independence, Mo., where it entered normal mail channels for the East. 

R arity 

Number 

9 

7 
7 
6 
8 
6 
5 
4 

8 



Texas to U tah; I l lustrations 

A prepaid cover from 
For t  R i p l e y ,  M i n . ,  
which was missent to St .  

Pau l, and there marked 

"Miss & Fordw" in ms. 

ult? r/t�Vtvl:hl 
��/, 

/{, uk 11.a--z..q-p./tJ, 
u!I� 

� ff�u_ � i). /H -� 
*' �  
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Mail  carried over the 

Oregon-California Trail 
before the Butterfield con
tract was moved to the 
Central Route is very 

scarce. The townmark on 

these covers reads FT. 
LARAMIE.0.R. (Oregon 
Route). The 5 rate mark on 
the unpaid cover at top was 
separately struck in the cen

ter of the townmark. Below 

the townmark alone t ies the 
3¢ stamp. 



334 

A well traveled cover, 
a d d r e s s e d  t o  F o r t  
Belknap, Tex. ,  forward
ed from the adjacent 

Fort Washita to Waco 

Vil lage, Tex. Thence to 
San Antonio, and finally 
to Sandusky, 0. Army 
officers moved faster 
than the mail. Three 

unpaid forwarding rates 

total 1 5¢ due. 

./�. I • '-, 
.... �- •"" 

�� � 
·� 

\ . .  ·· . 
'• 

��·· ?,.tb=4 ,,{...,,, 
). ., ,,,... 

USPM - M ili tary Markings 

A spectacular western fort 
cover carried by Butterfield 
Overland mail from San 

Francisco to stage station at 

El  Paso, then by mil i tary 

courier north to Fort Craig. 
From there forwarded to 
Virginia rated "ford 3¢ 
due." Whether forwarded 

back down Butterfield 

route or over Santa Fe Trail 

is not known. 

I ,. 

.. 

/ 

Double letter to France 
from Fort Defiance, N.M. ,  
Jan.  1 4, 1 859. Whether this 

cover traveled the Butter

field Route or the Santa Fe 
Trai l  is not known, al
though over a month 
elapsed before i t  received 
the New York exchange 

marking. 



Rocky Mountain M ails and the Pony Express 
The Leavenworth & Pikes Peak Express 
Companies 

Gold was discovered at the presen t s i te of 
Denver in the summer of 1 858,  causing a great 
rush to the area from the East .  Whi le  post of
fices were establ ished at Auraria and Corav i l l e  
in J anuary and M arch, 1 859, no through U .  S .  
ma i l  service was established over the P latte R iv
er Road until  August ,  1 860. Between 1 859 and 
1 86 1  one or all of the partners of the freighting 
firm of Russel l ,  Majors & Waddel l ,  acting 
through two corporations and one unincorpo
rated association, ran express serv ice to the 
mines, w hich included carry ing mai l .  The pos t
masters at the western terminals of the regu lar 
mail  system (at St .  Joseph,  Leavenworth,  and 
A tchison) were directed to del iver mail for this 
area to those express companies. 

From Apri l  18 to J u ly 2, 1 859, the express ser
vice was operated by the Leavenworth & P ikes 
Peak Express Company over the Smoky H i l l  
Route (across Kansas Terri tory) .  This com pany 
was a subsidiary of Jones & R usse l l  Company. 

On Ju ly  2,  1 859, the express service was 
moved to the Pla tte River Rou te and operated 
directly  by the Jones & Russell  Express Com
pany. This company acqu ired the mail  contract 
to Sa l t  Lake Ci ty .  At this t ime the U .S .  mai l  
rou te was extended to  J u lesburg for mai l  di
rected to the Colorado gold fields. The last run 
of th is service occurred on February 23, 1 860. 

I n  order to provide the necessary financial re
sources to extend their services to Cal i forn ia 
and to inaugurate the Pony Express, Russel l ,  

Majors & Waddel l  organized the Central Over
land & Pikes Peak Express Company on Febru
ary 1 3 , 1 860, w hich bought ou t the predecessor 
com pany, and began service under the new 
name. The Jones & R usse l l  handstamp was 
continued in use unti l  receipt of the new oval 
markings , about J une I .  New postal contracts 
were not awarded to the Central Overland & 
Pikes Peak Express Company, the Denver to 
J u lesburg contract being awarded to E . F. Bruce 
in August, 1 860. On March 2, 1 86 1 , a contract 
for overland mail serv ice to Cal i fornia was 
awarded to the Butterfield Overland Mai l  Com-
pany. However, an agreement was reached by 
these parties whereby the Central Overland & 
Pikes Peak Express Company actual ly  operated 
both of these services eas t  of Sal t  Lake City un
der sub-contract .  Consequently, a weekly mail  
service was inaugurated to Denver on August 
1 4, 1 860, though m uch mail continued to be 
carried by express. 

On March 22, 1 862, Ben Hol laday bought the 
Central Overland & Pikes Peak Express Com
pany and cont inued the service as  the Overland 
S tage Line. Unt i l  September, 1 860, the express 
charge was 25¢ per let ter in addi tion to U.S .  
postage; t hereafter, i t  was reduced to 1 0¢ as a re
su l l  of competi tion wi th  Hinckley & Company. 

See "The Leavenworth and P ikes P eak Ex-
press Companies" by David T. Beals III m 
Western Express, October, 1 975, pp. 3 - 1 3 .  
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Wording 

LEA V' H CITY & PI KES PEAK/ 
D/EXPRESS CO. 

JONES & RUSSELL 'S PIKE'S 
PEAK/DENVE R CITY ID/Yr! 
EXPRESS CO. 

JONES & RUSSELL'S PIKE'S PEAK/ 
LEAVE 'TH CITY ID/Yr/EXPRESS CO. 

THE CENTRAL OVERLAND 
CALI FORNIA/& P IKE'S PEA K/ 
EXPRESS COMPANY !DIS! 

JOSEPH.  MO. 

THE CENTRAL OVERLAND 
CALIFORN I  /& PIKES PEAK/ 
EXPRESS COM PANY /DI 
DENVER CITY K .T. 

Same, s lruck in green rather 
than black 

THE CENTRAL OVERLAND 
CALIFORN IA/& PIKES PEAK/ 
EXPRESS COMP ANY /DI 
LEAVENWORTH CITY , K .T. 

DENVER./CENTRAL./OVER� 

CAL. &/PIKESPEAK/EXPRESS 

Hinckley & Company 

This com pany was orga n ized by C. S. H inck
ley and John A. Sowers in 1 860. In i tia l ly ,  i t  
operated between the moun ta in  min ing camps 
and Denver .  Later in  1 860 i ts service was ex
panded to Omaha, where it connected with the 

Wording 

HINCKLEY & CO'S EXPRESS,/DYr/ 
DENVER CITY . 

USPM - Rocky Mountain Mails & Pony Express 

Tracing Shape Rarity Dates 

Number and Size Number of Use 

c-35 

2 c-35 

2a c-35!1 

3 o-42x3 I 

4 o-42x3 1 

4 o-42x3 1 

5 o-42x3 1 

6 s l -32�x34 

7 4-30-59 to 7-2-59 

5 7-2-59 to 6-7-60 

1 0  7-25-59 

3 1 1  -6-60 to 9- 1 2-6 1 

3 6-6-60 to 5-25-61 

8 

9 1 0-6-60 

8 March , 1 860 to 5-3 -60 

Western S tage Company and provided compet
ing service to St. Joseph.  On May 1 1 , 1 86 1 ,  i t  
was purchased b y  i ts rival ,  the Central Overland 
& Pikes Peak Express Company. 

Tracing 

Number 

7 

Shape 

and Size 

c-34 

Rarity 

Number 

4 

Dales 

of Use 

6- 1 4 -60 to 4- 1 -6 1  



Leavenworth, Pike's Peak, Hinckley 

2 2a 3 

DE NVER.  
CENTR�L. 
O�it •.CA L .  'I 
P 'Kl�PfA� 

4 5 EX PP.ES 1 7 
6 

A remarkable cover showing early mail service from the gold fields near present day Denver to 

the East. Mailed and postmarked in ms. at Coraville, K.T., J une 8, 1 859. No U .S. mail routes 
served Coravil le, so i t  was handed over to the Leavenworth Ci ty & Pikes Peak Express Co. ,  
which applied its handstamp, and carried the letter over the  Smoky H il l  Route across Kansas 
Territory to Leavenworth City, where it was turned in to the post office. It was postmarked 

there J uly 2, 1 859, and sent on to Ohio via normal mail  channels. 

337 
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Pony Express 

The great saga of the Pony Express is wel l 
known. I t  was operated from Apr i l  3 ,  1 860, to 
November 20, 1 86 1 , by the Centra l  Overland 
Cal i fornia & Pikes Peak Express Company. 

Wording 

PONY EXPRESS/horse/DIST. JOSEP H .  

PONY EXPRESS/horse/D/SAN FRANCISCO 

PONY /THE CENTRAL OVERLAND 
CALIFORNIA/& PIKES PEAK/ 
EXPR ESS COM P  ANY /D/S!JOSEPH.  
MO./EXPRESS. 

THE CENTRAL OVERLAND 
CALIFORN IA/& P IKES P EA K/ 
EXPRESS COM PANY ID 
SAN FRANCISCO .CAL. 

. PONY EXPRESS.ID/SACRAMENTO 

CALIFORNIA PONY EXPRESS/D/NEW YORK. 

CALIFORNIA/PA I D/PONY EXPRESS. 

8 

I I  1 2  

USPM - Rocky Mountain Mails & Pony Express 

The terminals were San Francisco and St. Jo
seph, M issouri. The Pony Express was not a 
part  of the U .S .  mai l  system, but connected with 
it at the eastern terminal ,  S t. Joseph. 

9 

13  

Tracing 
Number 

8 

9 

I O  

1 1 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

Shape 
and Size 

o-49x34 

o-49x34 

c-0-4 1 

o-4 1 x3 1  

o-36x28 

o-4 1 x29 

o-40x23 

I O  

1 4  

Rarity 
Number 

5 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 



Pony Express; I l lustrations 

Between April and J uly 1 859 

mail to the gold fields at  Cherry 

Creek, K.T. (now Denver), was 
sent to the post office at Leaven
worth City,  K.T.,  and turned 
over to Leavenworth City & 

Pike's Peak Express Co., which 

carried it  over the newly estab

l ished Smoky H i ll Route. 

"�· -�'*:' J 
t .... .,. . ·' ; .  

A pony express cover a l l  the way 

from N ew York to San Francisco 
without entering U .S. mails. Re
ceived at company's N.Y.C. office, 

where clerk noted payment of $5 

express charge and cancelled stamp 

with CALIFORNIA/PAID/PONY 
EXPRESS. Carried privately by the 
company to i ts St .  Joseph office and 
there struck running pony. 

,. 
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An early use 0£ the $2 Wells, Fargo 
stamp (May 4, 1 86 1 )  iri conjunction 

with San Francisco running pony 

handstamp. Operation of western 
half of route had been transferred to 
Wells, Fargo & Co. in April 1 86 1 .  
To New York. 

� .  

A 1 9  day winter trip by  pony express 
from Sacramento to St. Joseph. 
Sacramento oval in dark blue. To 
Washington, D.C. 
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Rare red oval of the Middle 
Fork Express, used m 

conjunction with a Wells, 

Fargo handstamp from 
Greenwood, Cal. 

-�--- - _ _...____ - ... _ . 

Copy·.Bi<;h!�· 
LE'ITERS eaclooed ID llllefle Eo\·�lope•, Papen, 
and otbf.>r 1nilil matter, :Sm:11l Pt'U'\' +<1, Oagu,�rreorr.yc11, 
At-., dlnx·r(.'ll lo 1lw .\JfC:Dl of du.• f'••J:11v·l\1:st C-0. and dc
J>OOilell In An l'lM om .... , wW be dellT'ered imme
d.la\ely on the Jbn·1hu1:on of the )laihi:, In SAY Fil.AN� 
01800, SACILUI £NW, ),fa t ff!llVl[.ldl anf\ .,.STOCK TO�' 

d in  tbeoe dtin only for the pr8'"'11t. 

A.gent of the Penny-Post Co. 
SAN :r:R.AHOISOO, 

�..,/ f' 't' .. I\ Box 6,005. Tile 1'. l'. Co. will plcllS\' <ldil<r to 
• W. COLLI 8. Front • tree!. 

OAL. 

USPM - Pacific Express Co. Mail  

A t  first Hinckley & Co. 
carried mail only between 

� the mining camps and 

Denver, where i t  connected 
with the COC & PPE line to 
St. Joseph. Both hand
stamps appear on this 
cover .  La te r  in 1 860  

Hinckley transferred i ts 

connecting business to the 
Western Stage Co. The 
corner card (for a Miss. R. 
packet) was apparently 

carried to the gold fields by 

the sender. 

The Penny-Post Co. of Cali
fornia, like many o ther private 
expresses, served mining com
munities with inferior or non

existent U. S. postal service. This 

outer envelope from Stockton 
contained an enclosure for 
delivery by the Penny-Post, 
probably to the mines. 



Pacific Express Company M ail 

Tracy W. Simpson 
In the Far West during the 1 850s, despi te the 

U.S .  mai l -carryi ng monopoly, many individu
als or firms carried mail between sett lemen ts 
and the larger pos t offices - or ignored the post  
offices ent irely and del ivered direct to addressee 
over a wide range. The Post Office Department 
rendered such poor service, or none at a l l ,  that 
enforcement of t he U .S .  monopoly was not then 
exped ient. However, accepting the si tuat ion, 
the Act of August 3 1 ,  1 852, legal ized this carry
ing of mai l  by ou tsiders provided such mai l was 
enclosed in  sealed em bossed U .S .  s tamped enve
lopes (Nesbitts) of denom i nations correspond
ing to the ful l  U . S .  postage for tota l  d is tance 
traveled. The requ ired Nesbi t t  envelopes did 
not appear unt i l  J u ly , 1 853, so previous to their 
arrival the express companies used ordinary en 
velopes wi th U .S .  adhes ive s tamps .  Adhes ives 
were a l so used after the Nesbitt  envelopes ar
rived to provide increased postage on mul t i -rate 
letters when a Nesbi t t  of the requi red denomi
nation was not avai lable .  This lat ter pract ice 
was contrary to law, but no consis ten t effort was 
made to enforce the law in this respect unt i l  
1 865 when high values became avai lable. Dr. 
Carrol l  Chase est imated that express com pany 
covers wi th adhesi ve s tamps are fifty to one 
hundred t imes as scarce as such covers of the 
Nesbitt  type. "Paste-ups" of several Nesbi t ts 
were sometimes used for mul t iples. 

A point  to remember is that if an express com 
pany had .a con tract to carry U . S. mai l i t  was not 
bound by the requirement that Nesbi t t  enve
lopes be used, bu t it was a l so i l legal  for i t  to ac
cept an extra fee for carrying a letter. Thus, such 
a "contract" express carrier cou ld accept let ters 

wi th adhesive s tamps a t  any point  on the rou te 
provided the letter was later del ivered to a post  
office w here i t  entered the mail  in  the usual 
way. The carrier could col lec t  a WAY fee, if de
manded , for such mid-poin t pick -up. Many 
s tage l ines had such mail carryi ng contracts, 
among them the But terfield Overland l ine, and 
later the Cen tral Overland. 

Postal Markings 
The extra fee above U .S .  postage on express

carr ied let ters was first indicated by hands tamps 
showing the name of the express company and 
of ten the town of origin,  supplemen ted by 
PAI D, FREE,  COLLECT, e tc. Such combina
tions are cal led "hands tamped franks. " Later, 
decora tive labels con taini ng s imi lar informa
tion were pri nted on Nesbi tt envelopes. These 
are cal led "prin ted franks. " Some of the early 
handstamped franks continued in use as can
ce l lat ions  or origin mark ings on prin ted franks. 
An express " frank" is usua l ly d is ti nguished 
from a corner card by con tain ing the word 
PAID as wel l as the name of the express com
pany. Separa te appl ica tion of a PAID also qua l 
i fies the cover as a handstamped fran k provided 
the name of the company and the town of origin 
are on another handstamp. 

The word PAID was a lso s ingly handstamp
ed on mul t ip le ra te let ters i f  the sender had paid 
the increased express fee. S imi larly, t he let ter 
was handstamped CO LLECT if the sender had 
neglected to pay for i t .  In the latter case, the 
recipient paid the extra express fee. 

Wells,  Fargo & Co. ,  the larges t of the com
panies , a lso used auxi l iary markings resem-
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bl ing those of the Post O ffice Department; thus:  
those containing STEAMBOAT to designate 
origin on a s teamboat; M ESSENGER to indi
cate mai l handed to an express messenger on his 
route; FREE probably to indicate express busi 
ness mail ,  or mai l  that requi red U .S .  postage 
but not the usual express fee . 

Scope of Listing 
We are here concerned wi th Pacific express 

companies and mai l  between A tlan tic and Pa
cific offices of those companies. The Rocky 
Mountain expresses are l is ted elsewhere. This 
l isting does not include prin ted franks or covers 
which are not ei ther Nesbitt  envelopes or wi th 
adhesive s tamps. The l i s ting includes the hand
s tamped franks, handstamped cancel lations or 
origin marks on prin ted franks, as wel l as auxi l 
iary express markings. Many closely s imi lar ex
press origin markings appear wi th numerous 
town names. A few are l is ted, but absence of a 
town from the l is t  does not imply rarity. Each 
l isted marking is described ,  bu t minor varia-

S hape 

USPM - Pacific Express Co. Mail  

tions in the l is ted s ize are to be expected because 
of differences in length of town names. A l l  l i st
ed markings were used in the period of the use 
of the l 85 1 -6 1  issue of  U .S .  s tamps, and the l 853 
and 1 860 Nesbitt issues. 

See Fran ks of Wes tern Expresses by M .C. 
Nathan for an extens ive description and history 
of each of the known express companies as wel l  
a s  a l is t ing of  many of  their markings. 

Western Express, the officia l publ icat ion of 
the Wes tern Cover Society, is the special ists '  
medium of exchange of information on these 
and other matters . The authori ta tive source of 
information on Wel ls, Fargo & Co. markings is  
The Handstamps of Wells ,  Fargo & Co.  by John 
F. Leutzinger. 

Other towns than those l is ted are to be ex
pected; absence of l is ting does not imply rari ty. 
Only typica l  i l lustrat ions are shown. They are 
identified w i th the list by wording, s tyle and 
s ize. Tracing numbers are not used. If a mark
ing is shown used at severa l towns, the rarity 
number appl ies to the commonest town.  

R arity 

Wording and Size Number Notes 

ADAMS & C?IDISAN FRANCISCO dc-36 5 Also SACRAM ENTO, 

ADAMS & CO./SOUTHERN/ 
COAST EXPRESS 

c-39 I O  
STOCKTON .  B lue. 

ADAMS & C�/D/CHINESE CAM P  o-35x25 A lso AUBURN,  SAN JOSE, 

Note: Many other Adams markings are 
k nown on s tampless covers. 
ALTA EXPRESS/COMPANY /STOCKTON 
AL TA EXPRESS/COMPANY I 
SACRAMENTO 
ALTA EXPRESS/-CO. -/AU BU RN 

ALTA EXPRESS/SACRAMENTO/ 
COMPANY 
ALT A EXPR ESS/COMPANY I 
JAMESTOWN 

c-27 
c-38 

o-4 l x26 

o-34x26 

o-39x27 

7 
6 

6 

6 

6 

ALTA EXPRESS CO.ID/SAN FRANCISCO o-37x29 6 
ANTHON Y  & CO'� /-PAID-/NORTHERN o-? 
EXPRESS 
BALLOU'S/FRASER RIVER/EXPR ESS/ o-46x24 I O  
FORT HOPE 

SHASTA, SONORA .  Red, b lue. 

B lack , blue. 

Also ANGELS, FOREST HILL. 
B lack ,  b lue. 
Black, red . 

Also O ROVILLE. 



Adams & Co. to Everts & Co. 343 

Shape R a rity 
Wording and S ize Number Notes 

]. BAMBER & co? /PAID./CONTRA o-52x30 2 Red.  
COSTA EXPRESS . 
J .  BAM BER & CO/CONTRA-COSTA/ o-50x28 2 Red. 
EXPRESS/SAN FRANCISCO . 
BEEKMAN 'S EXPRESS/JACKSO N VI LLE d lo-42x29 9 Red. 
O.T. 
BERFORD & CO'S/PA I D/EXPRESS dlo-49x32 8 
F.W .  BLAKE & cQ5/EXPRESS/ dlo-46x25 7 B l u e. 
WEA VER VILLE 
FORWARDED BY /BROWN'S/E XPRESS dlo-33x l 9  8 
BROWN'S/EXPR ESS/STOCKTON dlo-54x27 8 A lso ANGELS.  
COPLEY & C'.?§ /M I N ERS '/EXPRESS d lo-38x29 9 Red. 
CRAM ROGERS & co� /WEAVERVILLE/ dlo-53x25 6 B l ue. 
EXPRESS 
CRAM ROGERS & C." /EXP RESS/YREKA o-40x24 6 
CRA M  ROGERS & C0

.
5/EXPRESS/SHASTA o-5 1 x27 6 

CRA W FORDS M I D DLE FOR K/Express d lo-42x27 1 0  " Express" is in  gothic let ters. 
CROOKS '  /EXPRESS/SCOTT RIVER o-40x20 7 Blue. 

EVE RTS & COS./EXPRESS/FEATH ER sl-36x 1 4  6 
RIVER 



344 USPM - Pacific Express Co. Mail 

Shape Rarity 

Wording and Size Number Noles 

EVERTS & C°' EXPRESS ./MARYSVILLE/ dlo-50x3 l 7 Also G I BSONVILLE and 
CON NECTING W ITH/ADAMS & CO. FORBESTOWN. 
Same as  above, bu t wi thout ADAMS & CO. 7 After the fa i l ure  of Adams, these leuers 

were cu l from the handslamp, 
but traces remained. 

EVERTS, DAVIS & CO'S EXPRESS/DI o-50x35 7 
ST. LOU IS 
EVERTS , DAVIS/&CO'S/EXPRESS/ c-4 1 7 
ST. LOUI S  
EVERT SNELL & co s /EXP RESS/ dlo-53x26 7 
FEATHER RIVER 
EVERTS SNELL & co s /EXPRESS/ dlo-5 1 x28 7 
FEATHER RIVER 
EVERTS, WI LSON/&CO. 'S/EXPRESS./ c-33 8 Also P INE GROVE, MARYSVILLE.  
LaPorte 
EVERTS WILSON & CO'S/EXPRESS/DI o-50x35 8 
ST. LOUIS 
FARGO & co s /FEATHER RI VER/ dlo-38x2 1 8 B lue. 
EXPRESS 
FARLEY'S/EXPRESS/YOUNGS H I LL d- b-45x3 l 1 0  Green. 
FORWARDED BY/FOR D & CO' s/EXPRESS o-34x20 I O  Dotted out l ine. 
FREEMAN & CO./EXPRESS/ o-37x28 3 Also STOCKTON, SACRAM ENTO.  
SAN FRANCISCO 
FREEMAN & CO'S. /EXPRESS./DIAMON D o-43x25 3 Also ANGELS, COLOMA, 
SPRINGS. COLUM BIA, COULTERVILLE, 

G RASS VALLEY ,  JACKSON,  
J AMESTOWN, LOS ANGELES, 

PLACERVILLE, SANTA CRUZ, 
SHASTA, TEHAMA, VALLECITO, 

WATSONVILLE, S HAWS FLAT, 
SAN ANDREAS, MOK H ILL, 

VOLCANO. 
FREEMAN & CO./E XPRESS/VICTOR IA o-46x24 1 0  
FREEMAN & CO'  s ID/EXPRESS . c-28 4 
FREEMAN & CO.ID/SAN FRANCISCO o-37x28 3 
FREEMAN & CO 'S .ID/SAC. MESS. o-38x30 4 Sacra men lo Messenger. 
W.!!!T. GIBBS'/PAID/EXPRESS dlo-46x27 8 
GILBERT & HEDG ES/EXPRESS/ dlo-40x26 9 A lso MONTEREY.  
-SAN FRANCISCO-
GREATHOUSE & SLICER ./YREKA/ b-37x22 6 B l ue, b lack. 
CONNECTING WITH/WELLS FARGO 
& co 



Everts & Co. to Langton 's Pioneer 

q. W A � O  
\O B Y  �<> 
H lJ N T [ R  & C!! 
E X P R E S S  

Shape 
Wording and Size 

GREATHOl SE & S LICERS/Express/ o-40x23 

YREKA 
GREEN HOOD & N EW BAl  ER/Express/ dlo-49x2 1 
WEAVE RVILLE.  CAL. 
GREEN 'S/EXPRESS dlo-43x24 
HALL & ALLENS/Express/DUTCH FLAT o-39x l 9 
] .  HAWES & CO 'S/S.F.&N . Y./EXPR ESS dc-34 
HAYDONS EXPRESS/PETALUMA dlo-5 l x3 1  
] .W.  HOAG & CO/CONTRA-COSTA/ dlo-5 1 x28 
EXPR ESS/SAN FRANCISCO 
FORWAR DED/BY/HUNTER & C"'! shield-37x39 
EXPR ESS/MUD SPRINGS/CAL� 
LANGTON'S EXPRESS/DI o-37x28 
DOW I E  V I LLE 
LANGTON .& BROS.�/EXPRESS/ o-40x26 
FOR EST CITY 
LANGTON 'S/PI ONEER/EXPRESS dlo-23x l  7 

345 

-1�:�llc� 
COMMlCTtNG W 11 M . 

\\\\\Ma> . 

R arity 
Number Notes 

6 " Express" is goLh ic. 

3 " Express" is golh ic .  

8 
9 " Express"is  golhic .  
8 
1 0  
5 

7 

3 Also MARYSV ILLE.  

8 Also CAM PTONVILLE.  B lack, blue. 

8 
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S hape Rarity 
Wording and Size Number Notes 

LANGTON'S/PIONEER/EXP RESS/ dlc-39 8 Also DOWNIEVILLE.  
MARYSVILLE 
LANGTON'S/MARYSVILLE/ o-5 l x28 to 4 A lso SAN FRANCISCO, VIRGINIA 
PIONEER EXPRESS o-48x27 CITY,  DOWNIEVILLE, CHEROKEE. 
LAN GTON'S PIONEER/EXPRESS/ o-37x28 to 6 Also CAMPTONVILLE,  
DOW N I EV I LLE o-4 I x26 FOREST CITY, EUREKA CITY , 

MOORES FLAT. 
LANGTON'S/SAN JUAN/ o-33x23 5 
PIONEER EXPRESS 
LANGTON 'S/MONTE CRISTO/ o-40x23 8 
PIONEER EXPRESS 
LANGTON 'S/PIONEER EXP RESS/ s l -40x22 1 0  
M INNESOTA 

LELAND & McCOM B'S/SOUTHERN/ dlo-49x3 1 7 
EXPRESS 
N ICHOLS & CO'S/EXPRESS/ o-35x25 7 
SAN FRANCISCO 

P ACIFIC EXPRESS CO/SACRAMENTO dlo-55x34 5 Also GEORGETOWN ,  MARYSVILLE, 
(Sometimes PAID between) NEGRO H I L L, PLACER VILLE, 

QUARTZBURG,  SAN FRANCISCO. 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO/SAN FRANCISCO dlo-5 l x29 4 A lso BENECIA, BIG OAK FLAT, 
(Sometimes PAI D  between) DIAMOND SPRINGS,  FOLSOM ,  

GOLD H ILL, MARTINEZ, 

M ICHIGAN BAR, M ICHIGAN 
BLUFF, MOK HILL,  SAN ANDREAS, 

SHAWS FLAT, SONORA, 
JAMESTOWN. 

PACIFIC EXPRESS CO./PAID/ do-36x27 3 
STOCKTON 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO./PAID /N EVADA o-36x27 3 Also CHINESE, COU LTERVILLE, 

MURPHEYS. 
PACIFIC EXPR ESS CO.ID/ dc-36 4 3mm letters. 
SAN FRAN CISCO 
PACIFIC EXPR ESS CO. ID! dc-36 3 4mm let ters. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO.ID/SACRA M ENTO o-36x27 3 Also AUBURN,  COLUM BIA, 

COU LTERVI LLE,  ELDORADO, 
LOS ANGELOS, MARYSVILLE, 

N EVADA, STOCKTON ,  V I RGINIA 
CITY, VOLCANO (39x3 I ) . 

PACI FIC EXPRESS CO.ID! dlo-49x28 4 A lso DON PEDROS BAR, 
CHINESE CAM P  M U RPHEY 'S,  LAGRANGE. 
P .E .CO. sl- 1 4x5 6 Precancel on 3<t imperf. 



Langton's to Service & Roberts 347 

Shape R arity 

Wording and Size Number Notes 

PEN N Y  POST CO./SAN FRANCISCO c-28 9 A lso SACRAME NTO. STOCKTO N.  
PION EER/D/E X P R ESS o-35x27 1 0  
RE I N KIN GS/COAST/E X P R ESS o-37x22 7 
RHODES & C0/EXPR ESS/W EAVERVILLE o-4 l x27 7 Also RED BLU FFS, SHASTA. 

B lack, blue. 

RHODES & LUSKS/EXPRESS/YREKA . d lo-38x26 7 B l ue. 
R HODES & W H ITN EY 'S / d lo-50x28 7 Bl ue. 
EXPR ESS/Y R E KA . 
R HO D ES & WHITNEY 'S/ dlo-40x23 7 B l ue. 

EXPRESS WEAVERV ILLE 
RITN ERS/SALMON RIVER/EXPRESS dl o-44x29 7 
W . H .  R O BIN SO N/E X P RESS A G E N T/ d lo-45x25 5 
SACRA M E NTO 
F. RUM RILL & COS./EXPRESS/ d lc -3 1 6 
CAM PTO NV ILLE 

F .  RU MRILL & CO'S/NORTH E RN / d lo-34x25 6 

EXPRESS/CONNECTING WIT H/Wel l s, 
Fargo & Co. 
F. RUMRI LL & CO 'S/E X P R ESS/ d l o-4 1 x24 6 
DOW N I EVI LLE 
SERVICE & RO BE RTS/YUBA/EXPRESS o-45x26 8 



348 USPM - Pacific Express Co. Mai l  
S hape R arity 

Wording and S zze Number Notes 

W . E .  SINGER & C0.5 /EXPR ESS/ dlo-50x27 5 
FEATHER RIVER 
SINGER & CO'S/FEATH ER RIV ER/ o-48x28 5 
EXPRESS/CONNECTING WITH/W EL LS,  
FARGO & CO. 
STEELE 'S/E XPR ESS/HORN ITOS dlo-49x3 1 I O  
STI LES'/-DAILY-/-EXPRESS-/N EVADA. o-45x27 1 0  
STOLP'  s /EXPRESS/NEVADA.  o-4 I x28 9 B lue, black. 
SWART & C0.5 /EXPR ESS/OAKLAN D o-52x3 l 7 Bl ue. 
SWIFT & CO 'S/EXPRESS/SA TA ROSA dlo-48x26 6 Also BODEGA, GEYSERVILLE, 

M E N DOCI NO CITY , PETALU MA .  
TODD & C0  /EXPRESS sh ield- 1 6x l  9 8 
TRACY & COS/EXPR ESS/PORTLAND o-4 I x24 9 A lso ALBANY,  OREGON CITY , 

ORO FINO, WALLA WALLA. 
TRACY & COS./EXPRESS/DALLES o-39x22 9 
Tucker 's/SISK IYOU/Express d l - b-37x20 I O  "Tucker's" and " Express" in go th ic. 
WASHBURN'S EXPRESS/ dlo-53x30 9 "& NEWS AGE NCY" in label. 
& N EWS AGENCY /CAMPTONVI LLE . 
C .H .  W I N ES & CO/EXP RESS/ o-52x33 8 Also SACRAMENTO.  
S A N  FRANCISCO 

Wells, Fargo & Co. 

The "Group" numbers shown here are those 
of John F. Leu tz inger in The Handstamps of 
Wells, Fargo & Co. Since th is schedu le com
prises a very smal l  por t ion of  t ha t  work ( 1 85 1 -

6 1  ) ,  and since markings known associated on ly 
w i th stampless mai l are not l i sted here, the sub
headi ngs first adopted by Tracy W.  S impson are 
retained under t he major group numbers . 

Group l 

( In  use prior to printed frank era. Several used thereafter as cancels. ) 

Wording 

WELLS, FARGO & C0 /CALIFORN IA/ 
EXPRESS/COU RT SQUARE/BOSTON 
WELLS, FARGO & C.0 /BAN KE RS &/ 
EXPRESS/FORWARDERS/ 
82 BROADWAY-N.Y .  
WELLS, FARGO & CQ /EXPRESS/ 
SAN FRANCISCO 

WELLS, FARGO & CO./EXPR ESS/ 
M ICHIGAN CITY 

Shape R a rity 
and Size Number 

Shield 

shield-4 1 x45 7 

sh ield-35x37 9 

shield-34x32 7 

Fancy Frame 

ofr-4 l x29 7 

Notes 

Blue, black. 

Red, blue. 



Singer to Wines; Wel ls Fargo 

.. , \__\,f ARco4 �'c>"' r_, CAIJFOIOOA 
EXPRE SS 

COURT SQUARE 
•os T ol\ 

w. F.a.co. 

Wording 
S h a pe R arity 

and S ize Number 

Group l (cont . )  

Town in Center Without Date 

Notes 

WELLS FARGO & co 2/MARYSVILLE/ d lo-38x2 1 5 A lso BENECIA, YANKEE JIMS. 
EXPRESS Blue, red. 

Initials 

W . F.& CO. s l - 1 9x3 

"Assem bly" 

W ELLS FARGO & CO. /PAI D/ASS EM B LY do-53x38 

WELLS, FARGO & C." /E X P R ESS/ 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Rectangu lar 

b-3 1 x23 

Group 2 

7 B l ue. 

9 \V i t h  ornaments .  Red. 

9 B l u e, red. 

(Containing the designation "STEAM BOAT." 

WELLS, FARGO & C 2 / E X P R ESS/ b-36x24 7 B l ue. 
STE A M BOAT 

WELLS, FARGO & C 2/E XP R ESS/ o-42x24 5 B l u e. 

STEAM BOAT 

WELLS .  FARGO & C� /EXP R ESS/ ofr-43x26 5 Convex o u t l i ne. B l ue.  
STEAM BOAT 
W ELLS , FARGO & C� /E X P R ESS/ ofr-34x22 7 Concave ou t l i n e. B lue.  
STEAM BOAT 

WELLS.  FARGO & C.0 1 EXPRESS/ o-40x23 6 " Express" is goth ic. B l ue. 

STEAM BOAT 
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Wording 
S hape Rarity 

and S ize Number 

Groups 3 & 4 

USPM - Pacific Express Co. Mail 

Notes 

("Express" in center, wi thout date, in old German - gothic - script. 

Simpson's two classes: smal l  letters 2�·3!4 mm high; large letters 4mm.) 

WELLS, FARGO & C? /Express/ 
SAN F RANCISCO 

WELLS, FARGO & C'. '  /Express/ 
BEAR VALLEY 

Small  Letters 

dlo-38x23; 
also 

dlo-40x22 

Large Letters 

dlo-44x25 

Groups 5 & 6 

3 

4 

Also ANGELS, BENECIA, 
CACHE VILLE, CHINESE CAMP ,  

COLOMA, COLUMB IA, CRESCENT 
CITY , DIAMOND SPRINGS, DON 

PED ROS BAR,  FIDDLETOWN ,  
FOLSOM ,  FOREST H ILL,  G RASS 

VALLEY ,  HORNITOS, IOWA CITY , 
JA MESTOWN , KNIGHTS FERRY,  

LOS ANGELES, MARTINEZ, 
MARYSVI LLE , M ICHIGAN BLUFF, 

MOK H I LL ,  M U R PHEYS CAMP ,  
OREGON CITY,  PACHECO ,  

PETALU MA, P LACERVILLE , RED 
BLUFF,  SACRAMENTO, SAN 

ANDREAS, SANT A CRUZ, SILV E R  
CITY UTAH ,  VOLCANO,  

VICTORIA V . I . ,  YAN KEE J IMS ,  
Y REKA. 

Also B IG OAK FLAT, N EVADA, 
ROUGH & READY, SNELLINGS, 

VIRGINIA CIT Y .  

("Express" in  block l etters i n  center, w ithout date.) 

WELLS, FARGO & COS. /E XPRESS/ dlo-53x28 6 
SAN FRANCISCO 
W ELLS, FARGO & co: /E XPRESS/ dlo-36x20 6 Red. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WELLS, FA.RGO & COS./EXPRESS dlo-37x20 6 
GREENWOOD 
WELLS, FARGO & CO'S/E XPR ESS/ o-38x24 6 B lue. 
PETALUMA 
WELLS,  FARGO & CO�./EXPRESS/ dlo-36x20 6 Red. 
SACRAMENTO 
WELLS, FARGO & c 0  /E XP RESS/ o-4 l x24 6 Blue. 
SONOMA 
WELLS, FARGO & CO /EXPRESS dlo-4 1 x26 6 Blue. 
RATTLE SN AKE 
WELLS, FARGO & CO.' /EXPRESS/ dlo-5 l x32 6 
IOWA HILL 



Wells Fargo 

Wording 

WELLS, FARGO & C� /E XP RESS/ 
NAPA CITY 
WELLS, FARGO & COS. /EXPRESS/ 
ROUGH & R EADY 

TOO LATE. 
IA CR.AMENTO 

f CO LLECT) 
Shape Rarity 

and Size Number 

Groups 5 & 6 (cont.) 

dlo-44x24 6 

dlo-38x22 6 

Group 7 

(Separate auxiliary handstamps.) 

TOO LATE./SACRAMENTO. 
TOO LATE 
COLLECT 
PAI D  
PAID/THROUGH 
FREE 

WELLS, FARGO & C�/D/SAC. 
MESSENGER 
WELLS, FARGO & C� ID/ 
PETALUMA ROUTE 
WELLS, FARGO & C�/D/ 
SAN JOSE ROUTE 

sl-40x9 4 
b-sl-33x8 4 
b-sl-29x7 2 
dlo-28x l 5  2 
o-39x22 

dlo-28x 1 5  
8 
3 

Group 8 

("Messenger" handstamps.) 

o-37x29 3 

o-38x26 5 

o-38x26 4 

Groups I I & 1 2  

Notes 

B l ue. 

B lue. 

B lue. 
B lue. 
Blue. 

Blue. 

(Circles and ovals with center "Express" replaced by date.) 

Circle 

WELLS. FARGO & C� EXP RESS/DIS. FR� dc-37 3 

Double Oval 

WELLS, FARGO & C .0 /DI.SAC. CITY. do-37x28 3 

B lue. 

Also STOCKTON ,  
MARYSV I LLE .  B lue. 
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Wording 

WELLS, FARGO & CO.ID! 
SAN FRANCISCO 

O ROVILLE 
PLACER VILLE 
STOCKTON 

S h ape R a rity 
and S ize Num ber 

Groups I I & I 2  (cont.) 

Single Oval 

o-36x28 3 

Group 1 4  

(Straight l ine handstamps.) 

8 
8 
8 

USPM - Pacific Express Co. Mail 

Notes 

Nole I .  

I .  Thi s  type was used at nearly a l l  offices in the middle and late 1 850s. The s ize varies by as much a 2mm. I t  

was the principal marki ng used lo denote date and origin on printed franks. 

Wells Fargo Steamboat 
handstamp m fancy 
frame. 

Wells Fargo Steamboat hand

stamp in oval on envelope of 
connecting Swift Co. Express. 



Domestic Waterways Name-of-Boat Markings 

John A. Eggen 
Domestic waterway Name-of-Boat markings 

are found appl ied by the purser or clerk aboard 
the vessel to letters carried by s teamboats. The 
steel ,  brass or wood handstamps contained the 
boa t ' s  name and other words as desired by t h e 
boat's owner. A large number of these markings 
were appl ied to letters that entered the mai ls at 
N ew Orleans from r iver boats w hich did not 
have a route agen t on board. Such mail was 
marked WAY on arrival at the post office if the 
boat had a contract to carry mai l s  or STEAM or 
STEAM BOAT if the boat was not unrler such 
contract. Let ters w i thout  WAY or STEAM 
markings but beari ng a tow nmark in combina
tion wi th a Name-of-Boat mark ing were doubt
less carr ied aboard a s teamboat and mai led as a 
courtesy wi thout receipt of a way or steam fee. 

The steamboats which pl ied the western 
waters pr ior to the Civ i l  War were general ly in 
dividua l ly owned and operated. The emergence 
of the s team boat l ines and companies w hich 
owned and operated severa l boats s imul ta
neously did not general ly occur unt i l  the post
war years .  The ear l ier boats were akin to " tramp 
steamers"; they traveled the waters w here busi
ness was to be found. In  many cases, mai l  con
tractors h ired boats by the trip. I ce in winter and 
low water in the summer months a lso dictated 
nav igation,  particularly on the smal ler, sha l 
low rivers . D uring their l i fe span , these boats 
were often operated on several different rivers or 
on runs between different ports. Thus, the dis
t inctive " Frank Lyon " marking can be found 
used on the A labama R iver and also on the 
M ississippi River; later, w hen the vessel served 
as a contract ma i l  carrier, only the route agent 's  

oval "Route 7309" marki ng was struck on her 
loose mai l .  

Letters carried aboard steamboats w hich bear 
the hands tamped Name-of-Boat markings are 
found in the fo l lowing categories of use: 

Bills of Lading 
These were often marked B /L in man uscript. 

In formation relating to cargo transm it ted on 
board the same vessel required no postage to be 
charged prov ided they were unsealed .  The 1 852 
PL&R contained the fol lowing Regulation, 
Chapter 20, page 40: 

Sec. 1 58.  Masters or managers of al l  ot her [ t h a n  con

tract ] steamboats,  are req u i red by law, under pen a l t y  

o f  t h i rt y  dol la rs ,  10 del iver a l l  let ters broug h t  b y  t hem , 

or w i t h i n  their  care or power, addressed Lo,  or des

t i ned for, t he p laces at w h i c h  t hey a rri ve , 10 t h e  post 
masters at  such places: excrpt lellns rp/a t ing to some 

part  of t h e  cargo. All  le1 1 ers not addressed to persons 
10 w hom the cargo. or any part of i t ,  is  consigned. are 

t herefore t o  be del i vered i n to the post office, 10 be 

charged w i t h  postage. 

Even though B i l ls of Lading did not enter the 
posta l sys tem these covers frequently bear ei ther 
a manuscr ipt or handstamped Name-of-Boat 
marking. They wi l l  not be marked STEAM or 
WAY,  nor w i ll they bear a townmark. 

Private Carriers 
The carriage of ma i l  by private express was so 

common in the early years that an act was 
passed in 1 845 to proh ibi t t h i s prac t i ce of co m 
pet i ng w i th t h e  pos t a l  sys tem . Con t i n u ed v io
la t ions promp ted fu rther leg is la t ion i n  1 852 to 
con t ro l  the m a i l ;  s u bseq uent  regula t ions a n d  
i ns t r u ct ions to pos t masters, i ssued on Sept. 20, 
1 852. con t a i n  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  at page 1 5 : 
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By the 8th section of the forgoing act [ 1 852), t he Post
master General is authorized to provide and furn i sh 
to Postmasters, and other persons applying therefor, 
suitable letter envelopes with postage stamps thereon 
for prepayment of postage; and by the same section i t  
is provided that letters inclosed i n  such envelopes 
with postage stamps thereon of a val ue equal to the 
postage which would be chargeable upon such letters 
and envelopes if the same were conveyed in the mai l s  
o f  the U n i ted States, may be sent ,  conveyed, a n d  de
l ivered otherwise than by post or mai l .  

After 1 852 private carriage was, therefore, offi 
cia l ly permi tted provided the letter was enclos
ed in a s tamped envelope; however, the first 
Nesbit t  embossed envelope was not issued unt i l  
J uly l ,  1 853. I n  the 1 855 PL&R , the Regul a
t ions, Chapter XXI , page 20, are further ex
plained: 

Sec. 1 1 7 .  Persons desirous to send their letters by 
steamboats can most readi ly  accomp l i sh their  object 
by enclosing such letters in t he stamped envelopes 
issued by t he department ,  i nasmuch as letters so en

closed may be conveyed out of the mail wi thout v iola
tion of law , and need not be del i vered to t he post
master on t he arrival of the vessel. 

The s tamp was requ ired to be cance lled by pen 
or other obl i terating mark. I n  actual practice, 
adhes ive s tamps were also used on regular en
velopes to comply w i th the regulations. These 
letters are not to be confused w i th letters carried 
"by favor" (or "pol i teness of")  by private in di -

USPM - Name-of-Boat Markings 

viduals which were also carried out of the post
al system. This was permi t ted by the PL&R 
( 1 852 ), Regulat ions, Chapter 49, page 82: 

Sec. 355. This is not to proh i bi t  the conveyance of any 
letter, packet,  or packets, or other matter,  by private 
hands, no compensation bei ng tendered or received 
t herefor i n  any way, or by special  messenger employ
ed onl y  for the single particular occasion. 

Name-of-Boat markings are often found on 
"private carrier" l etters conveyed i n  accordance 
w i th Section 1 1 7 of the PL&R referred to a bove. 
These le tters bear the proper prepaid  postage 
even though they were carried out of the mai l 
system. 

Non-Contract Carriers 
These let ters were received by the clerk 

aboard the boat en rou te between post offices. 
They were carried to the nearest post office and 
depos i ted in the mai ls .  The 1 852 PL&R, Chap
ter 1 5 , page 22, s ta tes :  

Sec. 1 1 0. U pon letters and packets received from the 
masters of stea mboats, on waters deemed post roads, 
t he persons addressed w i l l  be charged, when del ivered 
to them, the same postage as if the letters and packets 
had been conveyed in the mai l  overland. 

Sec. 1 1 1 . If  a letter be received as above, to be sent in 
the mail to another office, there wi l l  be cha rged the 
proper rate of postage for the di stance between the 

. - ·· · -· L -

Steamboat mail from the Great Lakes other than Lake Erie is scarce. This cover was 

carried by the steamboat " Planet," and entered the mails at Chicago. 



Contract & Non-contract Carriers; Method of Listing 

place at w h ich the letter was p laced on board the boat ,  

a n d  t h e  office t o  w hich i t  i s  addressed. Letters brought 
by steam boats should be marked "Stea m boa t , "  at the 
t i me of receiving them.  
Sec. 1 1 3 . The master. . .  i s  to be paid two cents for each 
letter and packet del ivered by h i m ,  except at ports on 

Lake Erie, where one cent is to be paid to t he master. 
and except w here special  contracts are made. 

Hence, the postmaster s tamped the le t ters 
STEAM or STEAMBOAT and paid 2<t each (or 
l <t on Lake Erie) to the clerk of the vessel for h i s  
efforts. The postmas ter also applied a town
mark i f  the  letter was to  be  del ivered beyond the 
poin t  of receipt .  

Contract Carriers 
Some of the s teamboats had officia l contracts 

w i th the Post Office Department to carry mai l .  
These boats a lso received mai l  en rou te ,  and the 
clerk carried the let ters to the first post office at 
his  arriva l for deposit  i n to the mail system. The 
1 852 PL&R , Regulations, Chapter 33,  page 48, 
states :  

Sec. 200. On the letters brough t b y  a mail  carrier t o  be 

mailed, ca l l ed way letters, one cen t  i s  to be charged, i n  

addi tion to the u sual postage, w h ich i s  to be rated 

from the p lace w here the carrier received the letter. I t  
i s  to b e  marked "Way " and one cent pai d  t o  the car
rier. 

By January 1 853 ,  the practice of adding the way 
fee to a prepaid le t ter was abandoned. The re
ceiving pos tmaster marked these letters WAY 
and paid the  clerk of  the  vessel 1 ¢ for each loose 
letter received en route; this was in add i tion to 
contract amount  paid to the owner of the boa t .  
These letters often bear a townmark applied by 
the receiv ing pos tmaster as wel l as Name-of
Boat marking applied by the c lerk of t he boat ;  
the townmark was s truck on letters to  be del iv
ered beyond the poin t  of receipt .  

Route Agents 
Name-of-Boat markings used in  conj u nction 

wi th route agent markings are a lmost unknown 
except for the "Natchez" used in combination 
w i th " Route 7309. " 

Other 
Letters w ith  Name-of-Boat markings are a lso 

found in combination w i th other official post 
office markings such as DROP, CARRIER,  or 
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in the case of F .A.  Dentzel ,  a postal agent 's  own 
marking. 

The earl iest hands tamped Name-of-Boat 
marking recorded by Eugene Klein in h i s  book 
Un ited States Waterway Packetmarks, appear
ed on Lake Champlain aboard the Fra n k lin i n  
1 832. Subsequent years found the use o f  t hese 
markings dramatical ly increasing. By the 1 850s 
large numbers of let ters bore them, predomi 
nately those carried o n  the lower Mississippi 
River. Mos t  of the letters received in to the mai ls  
a t  New Orleans which were marked STEAM or 
WAY at that post office also bear a N ame-of
Boat marking. Al though Name-of-Boat mark
ings were used at upr iver poin ts on the Miss is
sippi such as M em ph is ,  St .  Lou is ,  Louisvi l le  
and Cincinnati and a lso on the A labama R iver 
at Mobile ,  such cases are decidedly  more rare. In  
general , i t  appears tha t  most letters not carried 
in the locked " through mai l "  bags b u t  which 
were received in to the mai ls at  New Orleans 
from s teamboats not carrying route agen ts did 
bear a Name-of-Boat marking in 1 852 and 
thereafter . 

There is no conclusive evidence yet d iscover
ed or reported to indicate the exact reason for 
the developmen t and use of these markings or to 
indicate that they have any official Post Office 
Department sanction. 

Readers are cautioned that manuscrip t  nota
tions mentioning a boa t are not Name-of-Boat 
markings ,  but  ra ther rou ting instructions 
appl ied by the sender. Covers bearing these 
markings may or may not have been carried by 
the boat mentioned.  

The ensuing l is t  is arranged a lp habetica l l y  
according to  the name o f  the boat.  This presen ts 
two difficu l ties to one who is unfami l iar w i th 
name-of-boat markings: 

l .  The name of the boat is often buried in the 
m iddle of an extensive text composing the 
marking. For easier ident i fi ca tion, boat names 
are set in bold type. They do not, of course, so 
appear in  the mark ing i tsel f .  

2 .  The arrangemen t i s  a lphabetical ,  begin
n ing wi th  the first name or in i t ia l  i f  more than 
one i s  involved. Thus, the A. L.  Shotwel l is l i s t 
ed a lphabetica l ly under "A" rather than  "S" .  
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Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Color ( s)Number Waterway (s) 

FAVOR'S EXP R ESS/D/STEAM E R  c-32 9 Coast of M aine. 
ADMIRAL. 

ADMIRAL sl-26x4 9 Coast of Maine. 
Regular Wednesday & Saturday/PACKET I 2 f-o-50x36 B lue. 9 Alabama River. 

ADVANCE,/CAPT. S .  W. ABELS./FOR 
DEMOPOLIS, /BLADON , AND/ 
CULL U M 'S SPRINGS.  

REGULAR SATU RDAY PACKET/ 3 dlo-50x36 B lue. 7 A labama R iver. 
A DVANCE/ CAPT. S. W. ABELS/For 
DEMOPOLIS/&/MERRIWETHER 'S 
LANDING 

STEAM E R/AFTON J.R 3a o-43x24 Red. 9 M ississ ippi and 
Red R ivers. 

STEAMER/ A. FUSELIER. o-42x26 Red. M ississippi R iver. 
STEAM ER/ ALECK/SCOTT I 4 dc-26 (neg) 1 0  Ohio and M ississippi 

OFIS! LOU IS R ivers. 
R EGULA R  SATURDAY PACKET/ 5 d lo-49x34 B lue. 9 A labama and Tombigbee 

ALICE VIVIAN /CAPT. S. W. ABELS/ Rivers. 
For DEMOPOLIS/&/M ERRIW ETHER'S 
LANDING 

FROM STEAMER/ ALICE W. G LAZE. o-5 l x23 Red. 9 Red River and 
Bayou La Fourche. 

FROM/LOUISVILLE & NEW O RLEANS 6 o-5 1 x35 1 0  
PACKET/A. L. SHOTWELL/B.  L .  
ELLIOTT, MASTER 

PACKET /STEAMER/ AMANDA. 7 o-45x27 B lue. 4 Lower M ississippi R iver. 
FROM STEAMER./ANNA PERRET. dlo-54x28 Red. 7 Red River and Bayou 

La Fourche. 
STEAMER/ ANTELOPE o-46x26 Red. 9 M ississippi and 

Ohio R ivers. 
STEAME R/ ATLANTIC o-36x22 Red. 9 M ississ ippi  R iver. 
LOUISVILLE & NEW ORLEANS d lb-49x28 Blue.  9 M i ss issippi and 

PACKET /STEAMER/ ATLANTIC/ A.  Oh io R ivers. 
McGILL Captain:/] .  S .  Woolfolk Clerk: 

STEAMER/BAYOU BELLE. o-42x2 1 Red. Red R iver. 
FROM STEAM E R/B. E. CLARK. o-35x l 9  Blue. 9 M ississippi and 

Red Rivers. 
STEAM BOAT /BELLA DONN A 8 o-46x l 9 Red. 7 M ississipp i  R iver. 
PACKET/BELLE SULPHUR/ 9 dlo-53x22 Red. 5 Red River. 

A .  CARLILE MAS./ 
R .  C .  HUTCHISON CLK. 

RED RIVER PACKET /B. L. HODGE/ 1 0  o-54x3 l 6 Red R iver. 
JOHN SMO KER MAS.  



Admiral to B. L. Hodge 

9 I O  

A name-of-boat marking o n  the same cover with a route agent's mark is very unusual. Here the 
marking of the Steamer Crystal Palace appears with the route agent's LOUISVILLE & ST. 
LOUIS/D/S.B. The cover was handed to the route agent on board the "Crystal Palace" at St. 
Louis and postmarked by him April 5, 1 854. 
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358 USPM - Name-of-Boat Markings 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording N um ber and Size Color (s)Number Waterway (s) 

STEAM E R/BLOOMER o-5 1 x30 Red. 9 M i ssissippi and 
R ed R ivers. 

PER BLUFF CITY sl -40x5 Red. 4 M ississippi and 
Ouachi ta R ivers. 

FROM/STEAMER/BRIDE dlo-39x24 Red. 9 Red R iver. 
STEAMER/BRILLIANT dlo-5 1 x33 Red. 9 M ississippi R iver and 

Bayou Sara. 
CADDO, N ;> 2. sl-50x 1 0  Red, 9 R ed R iver. 

black . 
RED RIV E R/PACKET/CADDO N.0 2 I O  a o-40x22 Red. 9 Red R iver. 
STEAMER/CAPITOL o-44x24 Red. 5 Missi ssippi R iver. 
OUACHITA PACKET/CATAHOULA./ I I  o-49x32 B lue. 7 Ouachi ta R i ver. 

J. D. WALKER, MASTER.  
C.  D. J.R 1 2  d lc- 1 6  B lack. 9 Bayou Sara and 

M ississippi Rivers. 
FROM/STEAM ER/CERES. o-44x24 Red. 9 M ississippi R i ver. 
STEAMER/C. E. WATKINS dlo-37x l 9 Red. 9 Lower Miss issippi. 
ST. LOU IS ,  CAIRO AND NEW ORLEA NS/ 1 3  oct-54x48 9 M issi ss ipp i  R iver. 

RAILROAD LIN E  STEAMER/ 
CHAMPION/F. B. MOORE, Captain,  
DUVALL W. YOUNG, Clerk/LEAVES 
NEW ORLEANS FOR/CAI RO A N D  ST. 
LOUIS.ID 

N .  0. & ST. LOUIS R . R. LINE/ o-46x28 9 M ississippi R iver. 
CHAMPION/F. B. MOORE, Capt./ 
DUVALL W. YOUNG, CLK 

FROM/PACKET /CHAN CELLOR. dlo-42x26 Red. 7 Mi ssissippi and 
Ohio R ivers. 

ST�CHAN CELLOR/G. W. STEWART/ o-48x24 B lue. 9 M ississippi  R iver. 
-MASTER. -

STEAMER CHARMER/R . HOLM ES,/ d lo-34x25 B lack. Yazoo and M ississippi 
Clerk./Capt. W.  C. WILSON R ivers. 

CHARM ER/DEW DROP. o-35x26 B lack. 7 Yazoo and Miss issippi 
( Note: Dew Drop connected w i th Charmer Rivers. 
to provide through serv ice. ) 
N EW ORLEANS/& FLOR ENCE/ 1 3a o-37x27 Red. 9 M ississippi and 

PACK ET /CHEROKEE Tennessee R ivers. 
STEAM ER/floweri ng rose/CHEROKEE 1 4  c-34 B lue. Black Warrior R iver. 
RED RIVER PACKET/STEAM ER/ dlo-47x30 Red. 7 Red R iver. 

CHOCTAW 

MICH.  CENTRAL R . R .  LIN E/TRIP-/D/ o-50x34 9 Great Lakes. 
STM R.  CITY OF CLEVELAN D  

FROM/STEAMER/CLEON A .  triple lo- Red. 9 M ississ ippi and 
5 l x35 Red R ivers . 



Bloomer to Dr. Batey 

1 5  

Tracing Shape 

Wording Number and S ize 

s! LOUIS &/NE W  OR LEANS/PACKET I o-36x25 
COLUMBUS 

FROM/STEAM E R/COMET. 1 5  o-3 1 x20 
STEAM ER/COMPROMISE 1 6  dlc-32 
PACKET /COM PROMISE o-27x22 
STEAM ERIN? 2/CORA. o-30x24 
CREOLE sl -26x4 
STEAMER/CRYSTAL PALACE o-37x28 
STEAMER/CUBA. dlo-44x27 
ATTAKAPAS PACKET./DELIA./ o-52x35 

A. MEYNIER 
ATTAKAPAS PACKET./DELIA./ o-52x35 

E .  CASTI LLO 
STEAMER/DOLLIE WEBB/CAPT. dlo-50x32 

J R .  DAVIS 
REGU LA R  PASSENGER PACKET/ o-68x36 

DOUBLOON/W.C. HAR RISON, 
MASTER 

DOVE 1 7  s l - fr -36x l I 
D� BATEY. o-27x 1 4  

1 t.,.,1: r.- � u •.-.a.t 
I 

r t.r.A \' U  JfEW OM.EA•• roa 
CAllW AllD IT LOUii. 
MAR 25 

1 3  

1 7  

Rarity 
Color ( s)Number Waterway (s) 

Red. 7 M iss issippi River. 

Red. 7 M ississippi River. 
Red. 7 Red River. 
B lue. 7 Red River. 
Red. 9 Ouachi ta River. 

Black .  9 Red River. 
9 M ississippi R iver. 

Red. 7 Red R iver. 
Red. 9 Attakapas River. 

Red. 9 Attakapas River. 

Red. 7 M ississippi R iver. 

Red. 7 Red River. 

9 Ohio River. 
Red. Ouachi ta and 
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360 USPM - Name-of-Boat Markings 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Color (s)Number Waterway (s) 

REGULAR OUACHITA/PASSENGER o-57x24 B lack, 7 Ouachi la River. 
PACKET /STEAMER/ blue. 
DR. BUFFINGTON . 

FROM NATCH ITOCH ES/PACKET/ 1 8  o-37x20 5 Red River. 
D. R. CARROLL 

FROM STEAMER/D. R. CARROLL o-57x34 Blue. 9 Red R iver. 
STEAM ER/N � 2/D.R FRANKLIN 1 9 b-35x2 1 Red. Ohio R i ver. 
STEAMER/D. S. STACY. dlo-45x29 Red. 7 Ouachi ta and 

Mississ ippi R i vers. 
STEAMER/star/DUBUQUE 20 d l -do-34x20 B lack. Mississ ippi R iver. 
STEA M E R  DUKE/S.  A P P L EGATE,  o-42x 1 8  B lack, 9 Red River. 

MASTER blue. 
DUKE sl-24x6 B lue.  9 M i ss i ss ipp i  R iver. 
STEAM ER/ECLIPSE dlo-55x33 Red. 9 M ississ ippi and 

Ohio Rivers. 
PACKET /ECLIPSE 20a dlo-40x22 Red. 9 M ississippi and 

Ohio R ivers. 
STEAMER/ELIZA BATTLE 2 1  beehive- Blue. Alabama River. 

27x23 
STEA M E R /wrea t h/EL PASSO 22 b-32x l 7 Red. M issouri R iver. 
STEAM ER /EMPIRE PARISH dlo-55x27 Red. 9 M iss iss ippi R iver . 
PACKET /EMPRESS. 23 dlo-48x3 1 Br. , b lk .  4 A labama River. 
ST. LOUIS & NEW O RLEANS/ scrol l -rect- B lack . 9 M i ssissippi R iver. 

Passenger S teamer/FALLS CITY/ 48x37 
H. W.  SMITH, Master/LEAVES NEW 
O R LEANS/For ST. LOU IS/D Yr 

STEAMER/FASHION . 24 dlo-46x32 Red. 7 Red R iver. 
PACKET/FAWN sh ield-28x3 1 Red. 9 Ohio R iver. 
WARD'S LINE STE AM E RS/D/Yr/ c-34 Red. 9 Great Lakes. 

STEAMER FORESTER 
PACKET/star/FOREST QUEEN 25 o-35x26 
FRAN K LYON /picture 25a o-30x20 Red, b l .  8 M ississippi R iver. 
FROM/STEAMER/GEM c-24 Red. 9 Mississippi River. 
STEAMER/GEN .!--QUITMAN. o-48x27 Blue. 7 Mississippi R iver. 
STEAM ER/] .  W .  GOSLEE/ dlo-50x33 Red. 9 Mississippi R iver . 

GEO. COLLIER 
STEAMER/GIPSEY dlo-40x26 Red. 9 Mississippi R i ver.  
STEA M ER GIPSEY o-34 x l 9  Red. 9 Mississippi R iver . 
STEAMER/GLENDY BU RKE 26 d lo-45x28 Red. 7 Mississippi R iver. 
REGULAR SATUR DAY EVEN ING/ o-59x36 Blue. 7 Gulf  of Mexico 

COAST PACKET/GOLDEN AGE./ 
S.  H ENO . MASTER .  

St .  B t. GOSSAMER/Thursday a t  2 o'clock o-4 1 x23 Black. 7 Osage and Missouri Rivers . 
STEAMER/D/Y r/GRAND DUK E. c-35 B lack . 9 Red River. 



Dr. Buffington to Grand Duke 

1 8  
1 9  

5 \ �A .41£"� �� El PASSO 

-- --- - - -·---

Large circu lar marking of 
the J .F.  Pargoud, operat
ing on the Mississippi 
River. 

" 

36 1 

U. S. Mail Saturday Evening 
Packet Str. Natchez marking 

tying 3¢ 1 857 to cover to 

Virginia. 



362 USPM - Name-of-Boat Markings 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Number and Size Color (s)Number Waterway (s) 

STEAM ER/GRAND R EA L/SAM-I . o-63x39 B lue. 9 Mississippi R iver. 
APP LEG A TE MASTER 

FROM/STEAM ER/GREN ADA./ dl o-48x32 Red. 7 M issi ss ippi River. 
M. GWARTN EY,  M ASTER. 

S.  B. GREY EAGLE/D 27 s l -24x3 9 
N EW ORLEANS & BA YOU SARA/ 28 o-56x33� Red. 9 Bayou Sara. 

FREIGHT /PACKET /GROSSE TETE. 

Regu lar Mi ssouri  Ri ver/PASSENGER sh ield-46x35 Black . 9 M issouri R iver. 
Packet/HANNIBAL/W.  B. Haslet t, Capt ./  
Geo. M.  Haslett ,  C lk 

FROM STEAMER/H. M. WRIGHT.I d lo-49x32 Red. 9 M issi ssippi R iver. 
J .  D. CLARKE/MASTER. 

STEAMER/H. M. WRIGHT o-37x25 Red. 9 M ississippi R iver. 
R EGULAR PACKET /HOMER half  c-4 1 B lack . 9 Red R iver. 
MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS/PACKET/ dlo-43x32 Red. 9 M ississ ippi R iver. 

H. R. W. HILL1 T. H. N E vV E L L  MASTE R 
NASHVI LLE/&/N EW ORLEANS/ 29 dlo-43x32 Red. M issi ssippi R iver. 

PACKET /H . R.  W. HILL1T. H. NEWELL/ 
MASTER 

STEAMER IATAN/D/P. R .R . 30 dlc-35 
M E M PHIS & N EW O RLEANS/U.S. M./  3 1  o-58x35 Red. 9 M ississippi River. 

MONDAY PACKET/INGOMA R/j . D. 

CLARKE. COMMANDER.  

LAKE SUPE RIOR LINE/STEAMER/ 32 o-50x34 B lack . 7 Lake Superior. 
I RON CITY / HUSSEY & McBRIDE,/ 
AGENTS,/ CLEVELAND,O. 

STEAMER/scrol l/ ISABEL 33 b-34x20 B lue. M ississ ippi R iver. 
FROM/LOUISVILLE & N .  ORLEANS/ 34 shield-43x30 Red. 9 Mississippi R iver. 

PASSENGER PACKET/JAMES ROBB.I 

]. E. MONTGOMERY/MASTER 
PACK ET /boat/JEFFERSON 35 d lo-45x28 Red. 7 B lack R iver. 
STEAMER/JENNIE GRAY/ 36 s tenci l -r- Black. 

CAP.T M.  A. KNOX o-1 26x64 

Leaves New Orleans every Saturday al c-38 B lack. 5 Mississ ippi  R iver. 
5 P.  M .  /STEAME R/} . F. PARGOUD./ 
]. W. TOBIN ,/COMMANDER/Leaves 
Trenton every Tuesday at 1 0  o'clock 

STEA M E R /} . F. PARGOUD, 1 .J . \\' . c-? M ississ ippi R iver. 
TOBIN,/CO M MAN DER 

FROM/·STEAMER/ J. M .  RELF. o-46x22 Red. 9 M ississ ippi R iver. 
Natchi toches and A lexandria/PACKET/ o-43x l 7 9 

JOHN D. PERRY /WILLIAM K I M BALL, 
MASTER/M. H I LLARD CLERK 



Grand Real to John D. Perry 

f .f. GltEY EAGLE·· <t<.'TOaER 2 t::/ 

33 

Name-of-boat markings do 

not often embody a date. This 

one from "S. B. Grey Eagle" 
has a type-set month like 
many straight line town· 
marks. Here i t  was used to 
cancel the stamp in compli· 

ance with law governing mail 

carr iage by non-con tract  
boats. 

3 1  

.. �"" s-u PERio� �I: 
� STEAMER � 
I R  0 11  C I TY. 
HUSSEY & McBRIDE �� A6 l!!NTS 0 "  � VELA�� 

32 
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364 USPM - Name-of-Boat Markings 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Color (s)Number Waterway (s) 

FROM STEAMER/JUDAH TOU RO. 36a dlo-53x24 Red, 5 M ississippi River .  
b lue. 

C .  M. & P. MAIL LIN E/S. B .  R IGGS, c-37 1 0  
CL KID/KENTUCKY 

-Chicago, M i lwaukee & Lake Superior c-49 Black. 9 Lake Superior. 
Line -/STR. LADY ELGIN ( boal) 

STEAM ER/LADY PIKE 37 b-28x l 6  Red. 9 
STEAMER/Latona 38 b-24x l 7 Red. 7 Ouach i ta and 

M issi ssippi R ivers. 
BAYOU SARA/PACKET/ 39 o-49x l 9  Red . 5 Bayou Sara and 

LAUREL HILL. Lower M ississippi . 
FROM STEAM E R/LECOMTE./ o-49x27 Brown, 7 Red R iver. 

C. JOHNSON, CAP. 
T 

black . 
FROM/STEA MER/LOUISA dlo-54x37 Red. 3 Mississippi R iver. 
RED RIVER PASSEN G E R/PACKET/ o-56x33 Bl u e , 9 Red R iver. 

LUCY HOLCOM BE/W;\ I  D.  BATEMAN.  red . 
MASTER. 

STEAMER/M AGNO LIA 40 leaf-45x2 1 Red. 9 Mi ssi ssippi River. 
REGULAR/PACKET /M AGNOLIA 4 1  o-35x l 8 Red. 7 A labama R iver . 
PACKET/MAGNOLIA dlo-38x24 Bk. ,  bl. 9 M ississippi River. 
M ARSH A LL/N EY. o-32x23 Red. 9 Mississippi River. 
STEA M ER/MARY BESS 42 sLenci l -r-o- Black .  7 M ississippi River. 

52x3 1 
STEAM E R/MARY BESS. o-46x 1 8  Red, 7 Bayou La Fourche, 

blue. A t takapas and Red Rivers. 
PACKET /MARY CLIFTON. 42a dlo-42x3 1 Red. 6 M ississippi R iver. 
REGULA R  VICKSBU RG & BEND/ o-54x3 1 Red. 9 M ississippi River. 

PACKET/M ARY E. KEENE./W. R.  
RICHA R DSON MASTER 

S. B ./MARY FOLEY o-29x22 Red. 9 Bayou La Fourche. 
MAYFLOWER 43 scrol l -25x l 4  Blue. 7 Great Lakes. 
STEAMER/M ESSENGER o-37x27 B lack . 9 Mississippi River . 
FROM/STEAMER/MOHAWK. 44 o-44x28 Red. 9 M ississippi River . 
STEAM ER/MORNING LIGHT I 45 d lo-50x32 B lack , 3 M issi ssippi River. 

CAP.T W� D ILLON. b lue. 
FRO M/STEAMER/M. R ELF. 46 o-46x22 Red. 5 M ississippi R iver. 
-S-JA-/D/MT. V ERNON o-33x26 9 
MUSIC 47 o-38x l 7  Red. 7 M ississippi R iver . 
LAFOU RCHE STEAMER/MUSIC./ d lo-38x 1 7  Red. 9 Bayou La Fourche. 

M .  STRECK, MASTER 
U. S. MAIL SATURDAY EVENING c-34 B lack .  4 M ississ ippi R iver. 

PACKET./Str .  N ATCHEZ/ 

ROUTE 8 1 65/D 



Judah Touro to Natchez 

39 
37 

S T EAMER 
-:;r1� .. \ .lf L)i 

la ton 
38 

1. •••·• ... 
· �tJry 1n�$; 

� �43 

47 

The "Judah Touro" operated on the lower Mississippi. When handed in at the New 
Orleans post office, the letter was postmarked and the stamp obliterated by STEA M in 
black . 
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366 USPM - N ame-of-Boat Markings 
Tracing Shape R arity 

Wording Number and Size Color ( s)Number Waterway ( s) 

U. S. MAIL/PACKET/NATCHEZ. 48 o-36x22 B lack .  3 Mississippi R iver .  
FROM/STEAMER/NATCHEZ./N .0 2. 49 o-43x26 Red. 3 Miss issippi R iver. 
MEMPHIS & NEW O RLEANS/ 50 o-43x26 B lue. 7 Mi ss issippi River. 

MON DAY /PACKET/NEBRASKA. 
PACKET/STEAMER/N EW LATONA. 5 1  d lo-43x26 Red. 7 M ississippi R iver. 
M ISSOURI  RIVE R/LIGHTENING 52  o-47x35 Blue. 9 M issouri River. 

EXPRESS/PASSENGER PACKET/ 
N EW LUCY 

OUACHITA PACKET/LEN MOORE/ 53 o-48x30 Red. 5 Ouachi ta River.  
MASTER,/N EW WORLD. 

STEAM ER N EW WORLD/A. P .  54  o-47x26 B lue. 9 M ississ ippi  R iver. 
HYATT/MASTER/]. W. MARTIN ,  

CLERK.  

STR. NORTHERN LIGHT/LAKE o-45x26 B lack . 9 Lake Superior. 
SUPERIOR LINE ./HAN NA 
GARRETSON AND CO.I 
CLEVELA N D  0. 

LAKE SUPERIOR LINE ./STEA M E R/ 55 o-49x34 Black . 9 Lake Superior. 
NORTH STAR/B. G.  SWEET/ 
MASTER/CLEVE LA N D, 0. 

STEAMER/OPH ELIA. dlo-45x28 Red. 9 M issi ssippi River. 
N EW ORLEANS & LOU ISVILLE/ triple- I - Red. 7 M i ss i ss ippi a nd 

Regular Passenger Packet/PACIFIC/ b-52x37 Oh io R ivers. 

W i l l  Leave N E W  ORLEANS For/ 
LOUISV I LLE ON/day and date/ 
5 o'c lock P .M .  

STEAM ER/PATRICK HENRY. 56 o-42x25 B lack , 7 M ississippi River . 
red. 

FROM/REGULAR F REIG HT/AN D/ 57  sh ield-32x34 B lue, 7 M i ssi ssippi R iver. 
PASSENGER/STEAMER/PAUL JONES. black .  

PACKET/P. C. WALLIS 58 d lo-46x22 Black. 9 Alabama R iver. 
NEW ORLEANS,/ALEXANDRIA &/ 59 o-48x30 B l ue, 3 Red River. 

NATCHITOCHES/PACKET I green, 
P. DALMAU. red. 

STEAM E R/D /Y r/PEERLESS. 60 d lc-33 Black . 7 M ississippi R iver. 
Steamer/Perry.  6 1  picture one B lue. I O  Long Is land Sound. 

stark SB 
STEAMER/PERRY. 6 l a  c-35 B lue, 6 Narraganset t  Bay . 

red. 
STEAMER/P. F. KIMBALL 62 o-48x32 Red. 7 Red River. 
STEAM ER/P. F. KIMBALL. 62a o-29x23 Red. 5 Red River. 
ST. LOUIS & M E MP H IS/U .S ./MAIL c-37 Red. 9 M issi ssippi R iver. 

PACKET/P HILADELPHIA/John H .  
Marshal l  Master. 



Natchez to Philadelphia 

5 1  

54 
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368 USPM - Name-of-Boat Markings 
Tracing Shape Rarity 

Wording Number and Size Color (s)Number Waterway (s) 

STEAMBOAT /PIOT A do-5 l x22 Red, 7 Red River. 
Bk . . b l .  

LAKE M ICH IGAN/STEAM BOAT CO.I oct-34x26 Blue.  9 Lake M ichigan . 
D/P LA N ET. 

WARD'S LIN E/PORTAGE/D/Yr/ 63 c-34 Black. 9 Lake Mich igan.  
STEAMER PLAN ET 

FROM/STEAMER PLANTER/C. V .  64 c-43 B lack. 9 M ississippi River .  
WELLS ./MASTER.  

M ISSOURI  RIVER/PACKET I 65 o-32x21 B lue. M issouri River. 
POLAR STAR 

PACK ET/POST BOY 66 do-47x32 Red. M issouri  River. 
STEAMER/PRINCESS N? 3. 66a dlo-46x30 Red. 7 M ississi ppi R iver. 

BY /STEAMER/RAPIDES 67 o-47x27 B lack. 8 Mississippi R iver . 
STEA M ER/RA PIDES 68 o-33�x2 1 Black. 5 M ississippi River. 
PACKET /RED RIVER. dlo-42x27  Red. 7 Red R iver. 
FROM/STEAMER.IRED RIVER 69 o-40x22 Red. 7 Red River. 
S .  B .  RED WING 70 f-scro l l -44x l 8  
STEAMER/REIN DEER. 7 1  o-37x27 7 M ississippi and 

Ohio R ivers . 
REGU LA R  TU ESDAY PACKET/ 72 o-5 1 x30 B lue. 9 Alabama R iver. 

RESCUE,/Capt. H .  R. J O H NSON./  
For DEMOPOLIS,/BLADON & 
CULLOMS SPRINGS. 

FROM STEAMER/REUB. WHITE.ICAP�- o-59x3 l Red. 9 Mississippi and 
J .  R .  ALLABAUGH./] .  A.  WOLF, CLERK.  Red Rivers. 

REG U LAR RED RIVER PACKET/ 73 o-55x3 1 Red. 9 Red River. 
ROB°TWATSON./JOHN SMOKER, 
M ASTER 

FROM/STEAMER/ROCKAWAY. 74 o-40x2 1 Red. 7 M iss iss ippi R iver. 
ATTAKAPAS PACKET/ROSA/ o-50x34 9 

WM.  GRIEG 
R ED RIVER PACKET.I-ROSA- dlo-59x30 Red. 9 Red River. 
STEAMER/R. W. M�RAE 74a o-47x27 Red, 4 M ississippi R iver. 

brown.  
FROM/STEAMER/R.W. POWELL. o-48x25 Blue,  4 Red R iver. 

red, 
black . 

BAYOU SARA & COAST PKT/SALLIE o-53x35 9 Bayou Sara and 
ROBINSON/E. R .  GROSS, MASTER Lower M ississippi .  

FROM /STEAMER/SALLIE SPANN. 75 dlo-49x32 Red. 7 A labama River. 
STEAMER/SAM DALE. o-42x20 Red. 9 A labama R iver .  
STEAMER/SARAH GORDON 76 d lo-50x35 
WARD'S LAKE SUPERIOR LIN E/D/Y r/ 77 c-34 Black, 9 Lake Superior. 

STEAMER SEA BIRD red. 



Piota to Sea Bird 369 
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370 USPM - N ame-of-Boat Markings 

Tracing Shape R ar ity 
Wording Number and Size Color (s)Number Waterway ( s) 

REGULAR ALABAMA RIVER PACKET I 78 c-35 A labama R iver. 
SENATOR./CAPT./H. C. BALDWIN./  
For Selma/ AND ALL/Intermediate 
Landings .  

N ASHVILLE & MEMPHIS/U .S .M./ 79 o-50x33 9 Cumberland, O hio and 
PACKET /SLIGO NO. 2 Miss i ssippi R .  

STEAMBOAT /SOUTHERN BELLE 80 dl -do-49x32 B lue, 7 M i ss issippi R iver. 
red. 

INDEPENDENT /PACKET I o-54x27 9 
S. S. PREN TISS. 

STEAMER/S.T ANGE (star) 8 1  c-26 M ississippi & M issouri R .  
R E D  R I VER/PACKET /ST. CHARLES. dlo-45x3 1 Red. 7 Red River. 
STEAM BOAT/ST. JAMES. 82 dlo-42x26 Red. 5 M i ssissipp i  R iver. 
MOBILE & MONTGOMERY/TUESDAY 83 d lc-37 Blue. 9 Alabama R iver. 

EVENING/PACKET /S! NICHOLAS/ 
J .  J .  COX MASTER 

FROM/STEAMER/STORM. dlo-48x32 Red. 7 Ouach i ta R iver . 
FROM/STEAMER/ST. PAUL. 84 o-4 I x26 Red. 9 Mississippi R iver. 
STEAMER/SULTANA/OF/S . 1 LOU IS 85 neg. dc-27 Red. 9 Mississippi River. 
PACKET /SW A M P  FOX dlo-52x35 Red. 9 Red River. 
NATCHITOCHES/PACK ET./ 86 dlo-43x26 Red. 7 Red R iver. 

SWAMP FOX 

STEAMER/S. W. DOWNS dlo-45x30 Red. 9 Ouachi ta R iver. 
FROM/STEAMER/SYDON I A. 86a o-50x24 Red. 7 Red R iver. 
U. S. MAIL STEAMER/McLELLAND/ 87 c-37 Red. 7 Ohio R iver. 

Master./TELEGRAPH NO. 2. 

FROM/STEAM/BOAT /TENNESSEE. 88 dc-27 Red. M ississippi and 

Cumberland R ivers. 
REGU LAR PACKET/STEAME R/ o-48x33 Red. 7 Red R iver. 

TEXAS 
STEAM SHIP/star/TEXAS. 89 c-24 Blue. 9 Gul f  of Mexico. 
STEA M ER/TEXAS RANGER dlo-53x35 Red. 5 Red R iver. 

Regular/ST. LOUI S  A N D  N. O RLEANS/ 90 d lc-40 B lack .  9 Mississ ippi R iver. 

PACKET/T. H .  LARKIN 
FROM/STEAM ER/TIGER. o-36x26 B lack .  9 A labama R iver. 
NEW ORLEANS & CAMDEN/PACKET/ o-63x33 Red. 7 Ouachi ta R iver. 

STEAMER TIGRESS/A.  P. HOPKINS, 
M ASTER 

STEAMER/TIM OUR 91  c-26 B lack .  
NEW ORLEANS/MEMPH IS PACKET I o-50x34 Red. 9 M ississippi R iver. 

T. P. LEATHERS. 
JOHN HUTCHING'S/STEAM E R/ c-44 B lack. 9 Great Lakes. 

TRAVELLER/TR I P  No._! 
J. J OHNSTON, CLERK/LAKE 
SUPERIOR LINE 



Senator to Traveller 

85 

88 

A spectacular cover 
from the "Sl igo No. 
2." Entered the mails 

at Memphis. Also 

New Orleans snow 
shovel and CAR. 2 
carrier handstamps. 

86 

89 

... 

37 1 

F R O M  

STEAMER 
"l'" PAU\.. • 

84 

, ,  
• 

87 

,. ' 
. . � 

... . 
. ' . · I . I 
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Tracing Shape R arity 
Wording Number and Size Color (s)Number Waterway (s) 

LAKE M ICHIGAN/STEAM BOAT CO.I  92 b-32Y2X25 Great Lakes. 
D/TRA VELLER. 

OUACHITA/PACKET /TREN TON. 93 o-50x30 Red. 9 Ouach i ta R iver. 
R EG U LA R  OUACHITA/PACKET/ o-40x25 7 Ouachita R iver. 

TWILIGHT /WILL LEA VE 
WEDNESDAY /at 5 P .M .  

STEAMER/TWILIGHT/REGU LAR o-5 1 x28 Red. M ississippi River. 
PACKET 

N.O.  ALEXANDRIA, GRAND ENCOR E/ o-56x32 9 
& SH R EVEPORT/PACKET U NION/ 
C.A. CROOK MASTER 

NEW ORLEANS/VICKSBURG U .S. shield-35x26 Blue. 9 M ississ ippi River. 
MAIL/PASSENGER PACKET/ 

VICKSBU RG/] .  M. W H ITE,  Master/ 
J .  P .  Clerk 

STEAMER/VICKSBU RG 94 o-48x24 B lue. 7 M ississippi R iver. 
FROM RED RIVER/PACKET I o-37x l 8  Black . 7 Red R iver. 

W. A.  ANDREW. 

SM. WAR EAGLE/D sl -40x3 Black. 9 M i ss i ssippi R iver. 
STEA MER/WAR EAGLE 95 o-30x20 Mississippi River. 
FROM/STEA M E R/W. A. VIOLETT 96 d lo-43x26 Red. 7 M ississippi R iver. 
REG U LA R  OPELOUSAS PACKET/VI A/ o-56x35 Red. 7 Atchafa laya and 

ATCHAFALAYA/W. BURTON./ Red R ivers. 
C. E. LOUALLIER MAS. 

STEAM ER/W. N. SHERMAN. dlo-43x23 Red. 9 M i ss i ss ipp i  R iver. 
LOUISVILLE/A N D/N E W  ORLEANS/ double zig- Black . 9 M ississippi R iver. 

PACKET "WOODFORD"/JAS . zag 46x3 1 
MATHER/MASTER 

FROM/STEAMER/W. W. FARMER. o-48x28 Red. 5 M ississippi and 
Ouachi ta R i vers. 

Pacific Coast 

(Additional data desired to complete this l ist. Present information inadequate to assign rarity numbers.) 

CAROLINE E. FOTTE 
STMR.  CITY OF NORFOLK 

BARK "FANNY M AJOR" 

"FRANCES PALMER" 
YACHT "GOLDEN GA TE" 
PER STR ISTHMUS 
PER " RESTLESS" 

SCfIOONER "VAQUERO" 

STEAMER/WINFI ELD SCOTT 

97 
98 

sl -48x6 
s l -57x6 
sl -53x5 
sl -53x5 
sl -56x6 
sl -42x4 
sl -44x5 
s l -56x5 
s l -50x9 



Traveller to Winfield Scott 

""\(j; MICHIQ-1� 
STEAM BOAT CO. 

JUN 
3 TRAVELIIR. 

92 

�� f.A hf �� 
- 0 -- -

�If EAG\.� 
95 

94 

P E R  ST! ISTHMUS 
97 

PF.R .. um.ESl_ 
98 

Honolulu, Oct. 16, 1 854, to New York. Forwarding handstamps of G. B. Post Co. and Via 

Nicaragua. Carried part way by Pacific Coast steamer " Restless." Entered mails a t  New York. 

Stencil marking of steamer " Mary Bess" and New Orleans underlined WAY. 

373 
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N a m e-of- boa t  h a n d 
stamps of "Caddo No. 
2" (above) and "Swamp 
Fox" (below ) .  Bo th 

covers a lso show New 

Orleans "underl ined" 
WAY. Underl ining was 
actually edge of instru
ment. 

Cover from San Fran
cisco with rou te re
ference (Steamer Sierra 
Nevada) and forwarder 

reference (Noisy Carrier) 

handstamps. Prepaid at 
6¢ rate (before 4/ l /55). 
Entered mails at New 
York. 



Forwarding Agents 
Pacific Out-of-Mail  Routes and 
Forwarders 

This schedule  includes rou te and forwarder 
references found on letters carried between 
San Francisco and New York by non-contract 
steamers that operated in competit ion wi th  the 
U .S. mail  s teamsh ips. 

These let ters were usual ly prepaid wi th  nor
mal postage for mai l  carried between t hese two 
ci ties, 6¢ before Apri l 1 ,  1 855, and 1 0¢ thereafter, 
for a s ingle rate. T hey were consequently not 
rated as shi p letters on arrival at dest ination. 

Since let ters carried ou t of the mails did not 

enter the pos t  office of the ci ty of origin ,  any 
postmarks on them were appl ied at the opposite 
terminal .  Letters from San Francisco w i l l  usu
al ly bear the marking STEAM /SH I P, N EW 
YORK SHIP ,  or a New York townmark. In ad
di t ion, many bear the markings shown here 
advert is ing the independent route or t he for
warder that delivered the letter to the steamer at 
San Francisco, these markings, of course, being 
appl ied at t hat c i ty .  

i 
· I  

i I 

-) ·j 

·.·i 

Forwarding handstamp of Noisy Carriers on cover from Sacramento, Cal .  
Probably mailed in April 1 855, shortly after rate change and rated " Due 4" in 
ms. 



376 USPM - Forwarding Agents 

Wording 

Route References 

VIA.N ICARAGUA./ AHEAD OF THE M AI LS. 
V IA NICARAGUA/ AHEAD OF THE MAILS. 
VIA NICARAGUA/AH EAD OF THE MAILS. 
VIA.  NICARAGU A/AH EAD O F  THE MAILS. 
VIA NICARAGUA/IN ADVANCE OF THE MAI LS 
N ICARAGUA LIN E/IN ADVANCE/OF THE M A I L. 
STM.R SIER RA EVADA/VIA NICARAGU A/ 
ADVANCE OF THE MAILS .  
INDEPENDENT LINE/AHEAD O F  THE MAILS/ 
U NCLE SAM/-AN D-/NORTH STAR./VIA. PANA MA. 
IN DEPENDENT LINE/AH EAD OF THE MAILS/. 
YANKEE BLADE/-AN D-/NORTH STAR./VIA. PANAMA. 

Forwarder References 

Tracing 

Num ber 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

Shape Rarity 

and Size Number 

b-55x20 3 
b-58x22 3 
b-58x22 3 

sl-28YzX 1 0  9 

d lo-49x28 8 

o-35x25 9 

o-49x26 6 

d lo-57Vix38 8 

dlo-58x38 1 0  

Private firms hand led both incoming and 
outgoing mail for persons who moved fre
quently or those who preferred not to stand in  
l ine al  t he post off ice for  t heir mai l .  Whi le  t he i r  

handstamps were thus  applied lO some local 
mai l ,  this l i st ing i s  res tri cted to mai l  carried 
over the N icaragua or Independent Line routes. 
Only a few are i l l ustrated. 

Wording 

Forwarder References 

FORWARDED/VIA/N I CARAGUA/FROM/NOISY 
CARRIERS P U BLISH ING HALL/SAN FRANCISCO 
FR OM/N OIS Y  CARR IE R 'S ./M AI L./77 LO NG 
WHARF S. F .  CAL.  
FROM/NOISY CARRIER 'S./MAIL./LONG 
WHARF S. F .  CAL.  
By Mail  S teamer/FROM /NOISY CAR RIER'S.  
NOISY CARR I ER 'S/MAIL/SAN FRANCISCO 
VIA.  N ICARAG U A/IN A DVANCE OF TH E M AI LS/ 
SU LLIVAN 
VIA N ICARAG UA/AHEAD OF THE MAILS/LELAND 

(Sim i lar to tracing number 2 above) 
NOIS Y CARRIERS/V IA NICARAGUA/PU B LISHING 
HALL ( reverse wh i te on sol id background ) 

Tracing 
Num ber 

9 

1 0  

I I  

1 2  

FORWARDED/V IA/ I N DEPENDENT LI E/AHEAD O F  1 3  
EVERYTHING/FROM NOISY CARRIERS/SAN FRANCISCO 
FORWARDED BY /G .B . POST & CO./SAN FRANCISCO (see note) 1 4  

Note: Tracing No.  6 has been seen o n  east t o  west mai l .  

Shape Ranty 
and S ize Number 

ofr-5 l x 29 8 

b-42x24 3 

b-42x24 4 

sc-34x2 1 1 0  

o-46x32 8 
d l o-5 1 x27 8 

b-55x23 9 

5 l x l 9  1 0  

52x35 9 

oct -40x24 4 

Note: The G.B .  Post markings were primari l y  appl ied to ocean m a i l  recei ved from sa i l ing vessels .  Few are 
k nown on stamped covers. 



Route & Forwarder References 
------- � 
VIA . N f CARAC  UA. 
AHEAD Of THE MAILS. 

, V I A N I C A R A C UA 
AHEAD OF THE MAI LS. 

V I A  N I C A RA G U A  
AHEAD Of THE MA I LS .  
�--------------� 2 

VM. NICMICllA 
J/114 " If I/Ill 

4 

377 

-Oii" o"-.., AR o to -.._'"' 
.- � V I  A -

,.,o .. 
NO I S Y  cau 1u'1 . 

M A  I L. 
n LOllC WMMF S.F. CM.. 

I O  

1 1  

------------�---- --

N I CA RACUA 
' ltOM 

HOllY CAlAtlR' PUIL I S NIHC NAU. 
SAN FAANC1$CI 

9 

Noisy Carriers handstamp in blue on cover carried by non-contract steamer on N ica

ragua route. Struck on arrival at New York with SHIP postmark of that office. 
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Steamboat Mail Forwarding Agents 

Hen ry A Meyer expla ined these mark ings 
thus: "Steamboat agents were persons or firms 
who represen ted one or more steamboats or 
l i n es at a certa i n  r i ver town . . . .  I f  a s h i pper or 

cit izen . . .  wished to send a let ter by the next pass

ing steamer, rather than wai t for the boat, he 
sometimes handed i t  to the agent or wharfboat 
manager and asked h im to send i t  at the first 
opportun i ty .  The agent sometimes applied h is 
handstamp on t h e  le t ter.  . . .  " 

ner had to be de l i vered to a pos t  offi ce at the 
port of arrival i f  the Regu lations were fol lowed, 
unless they were enclosed in a Nesbit t  envelope, 
in w hich case out-of-mail  del ivery was al lowed. 
N otwi thstanding this restriction, some letters 
wi th forwarder's markings were never placed in 
the U.S .  mai l .  

The few markings known are l is ted w ithout 
rari ty numbers. They are known on Nesbitt en
velopes or used with U .S .  stamps. 

Letters received and forwarded in this man-

Wording 

B.  J. B U T L E R .  Storage, Forward i n g  Com m ission Merchan t and 

General Steamboat Agent, Wharf Boat ,  V icksburg, M iss. 
FORWARDED BY/FOWLER & NORTON/COMMISSION/& FORWA R DI NG 
M E RCHANTS/CAI RO, ILL 
COR RISSEN B ROT H E R S .  N e w  Orleans 
GEO. D .  H ITE & CO./STEAMBOAT AGENTS/NEW O RLEANS,LA. 
FROM/GEO. D. H ITE/NEW ORLEANS 
I .  S. MOOR HEAD/STEAMBOAT/AGENT Forwarding & Commiss ion/ 
M E RCHANT/AGENT FOR/Bal t imore & Oh io R . R./LOUISV ILLE, KY 
FO RWARDED B Y/G. W. OLIVE R  & CO/N E W  ORLEANS 
FORWA R DED BY/O'RILEY &/M ITCHELL EVANSVI LLE IND.  
BRUCE PUTN AM Stea m boat Agen t a n d  Forward i n g Merc h a n t ,  

5 Front Levee 
T. B .  SMITH, Forwarding & Commiss ion M erchant ,  New Orleans 
S NAPP & HITE/N EW ORLEANS, LA. 

£..£,�����( 
' ./! 

��/L� � - )  ll�-- �-� . 

S hape and S ize 

not known 

o-52x35 

not known 
dlo-53x3 1 
dlo-55x30 

shield-53x53 

not known 
o-r-27x l 9  
o-56x35 

not known 
o-45x23 

Steamboat agent's handstamp on envelope addressed to New Orleans. Probably handled 
outside the mails. 



Steamboat & Naval Forwarders 

Naval Forwarders 
After the War of 1 8 1 2, the U .S .  Navy grew i n  

size sufficiently t o  permi t  squadrons t o  be 
s tationed on a more or less permanent  basis in 
foreign waters. Their pr imary mission was to 
protect American sh ipping. During the 1 85 1 -
1 86 1  decade, squadrons were sta t ioned off the 
coast of Africa, in  the Medi terranean, in the 
Orient, and in  the north and sou th Atlantic. 

Mai l to and from these squadrons was very 
uncertain,  being handed to ship captains for 
del ivery in the areas they v isi ted. Fam i l ies of 
naval  personnel obta ined access to this  system 
by addressing their ma i l  to the care of the U . S  
Navy Department, Navy agen ts, or officers ' 
clubs at  navy yards. 

Only three hands tamps are known to have 

Tracing 
Wording N u m brr 

U.S.  N AVAL LYCE U M/(sh i p) 

NAVAL/LIBRARY & INSTITl lTE/l l . S . 2 
NA V Y  YAR D/BOSTON 
NAVAL L IB R A R Y  & I NSTITllTE/(ship)/ 3 
U. S. N AVY YARD/BOSTON 

379 

been used by these nava l forwarding agen ts 
during our ti me frame. In  addit ion to these 
three, the private forwarding firm of G. B. Post 
& Co. at San Francisco (see "Pacific Out-of
mai l  Routes and Forwarders" )  a lso apparent ly 
forwarded mai l  to the Pacific Squadron . Al l  
markings shown here are known only in  black. 

For a more complete trea tmen t of the subject 
of mail  to and from U . S. squadrons in foreign 
waters and these in teresting mark ings , see 
R ichard B. Graham's " Ma i l  to and from Sh ips 
of the Un i ted Sta tes Navy ( 1 798- 1 86 1 ) . "  Posta l 
H is tory journa l, No. 4 ,  Nov. , 1 959, and 
" Nava l Agency Markings , "  Th e A merican 

Phila telist, Vol .  83, No. 2 (Feb. , 1 969), p .  1 35 ,  by 
the same au thor. 

Shape R a r ity 
Notes 

and S iu N u m b n  

o-38x27 5 Appl ied at Brook lyn 

Navy Yard . 
o-43x3 I 8 App lied at Char lestown. 

c-36!/i 9 

------� 1 /  NAVAL 
i LIBRARY& INmIUTE 
I U.S.NAVYYARD ' 

BOSTON 
2 

. .  

U. S. Naval Lyceum marking 
on a cover from Plattsburgh, 
N.  Y.,  to the U .  S. Frigate "St. 
Lawrence" of the South 

Atlantic Squadron, in waters 

off Brazil. 



USPM - Forwarding Agents 
---··--�- -- ---- �--------------.._ .. 

Cover from Winthrop, Me.,  
March 1 8, 1 852, in care of 
Naval Lyceum for forward

ing to U. S. Ship "Sara

toga" of the East Indian 
S q u a d r o n .  Over  n i n e  
months in  transit .  

This stamp of Swarts 

Dispatch Post serves 
as evidence of pre
payment of the local 
carrier fee to the post 

office. 

Boston NAVAL LI

BRARY & INSTITUTE 

marking, appl ied at 
C h a r l es t o w n ,  M ass . , 
Navy Yard. Addressed to 
U. S. Steamer " Mystic" 
of the African Squadron. 

Local issued by Westtown School, 
Westtown, Pa., on cover to Philadel

phia. Postmarked West Chester, Pa . 

.1);, '!I" .,,;,J;_J,'" /I: 
-

. 

Jtll"'-.::"'"Mh. ._:_i/:',J ! (,'('(' (" f:',<'l l  < l .I 



U. S. and Local Combinations 
This l i st ing i ncludes the use o f  s tamps of the 

privately owned loca l pos ts in com bination 
w i th U.S. s tamps and Nesb i t t  envelopes. These 
usages represen t the private enterprise s ide of 
the operat ions that were descri bed in the U .S .  
Carrier sect ion. Local s ta mps are the evidence 
of private carriage to the post office (and in a 
few instances from the pos t office lo th.e ad
dressee ) .  This i s  the business wh ich the govern 
men t sough t to destroy in  enforcing  i ts mo
nopoly in carrying mai l .  

Th is schedu le l i sts combina tion uses of  U . S.  
and local s tamps; i t  does not includf' the postal 
markings placed on a cover by the loca l pos ts .  
Scott 's  ca ta logue numbers are used to designate 

Name of Local Firm 

the local s tamps and the U . S . stamps of the 
com binat ion . No separa te l i s t ing i s  made of the 
Nesbiu envelopes used concurren t ly .  A l i s t ing 
such as 20LI 8  and # 1 1 ,  24 , 26 does not i mply 
that # 1 1 , 24 and 26 are on the same cover. A com
bina t ion w i th a 1 '1:  or 1 0'1: s tamp is  scarcer than 
one with a 3 '1:  stamp, so as a means of indica t ing 
such va l ues severa l rar i ty numbers are shown,  
in the order t ha t  the  cata logue numbers of  the  
U .S. stamps appear. 

I t  is assumed that the local and the U.S .  
s tamps are t ied to the cover. The rari ty number 
"O" indicates that a cover w i th U .S .  stamps is no 
more rare than a cover w i th local s  only .  

Rarity 

Com b in ation Num ber(s) 

Baltimore 

One Cent Despa tch 
Graffl in ' s  Bal t imore Dispa tch 
Rickeus & Hal l  
Wood & Co. Ci ty  Dispatch 

L ibby & Co' s  C i ty Post 

Brooklyn City E xpress Pos t 
Same 
Same 
Same 

Bronson & Forbes 
Floyd's Penny Post 

Same 
Moody's Penny Despatch 

Boston 

Brook lyn 

Chicago 

l 1 2L2 & # I  I 5 
73L I  & #25 7 

1 27 L l  & 3q: Nesb i t t  7 
1 48 L l & U I O  8 

Handstamp & # 1 1 7 

28L3 & # 1 1 3 
28L4 & #26 6 
28L5 & # 1 1 6 

28L5 or 28L 7 & #26 7 

27L I  & # 1 1 7 
68L l & #26 3 
68L2 & #26 3 

1 1  OL I & #9, 1 1  I O, 7 
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Name of Local Firm 

Browne & Co. ' s  C i ty Post 

Browne's D ispa tch Post Office 

Putnam's Penny Post 

Cincinnati 

Easton, Pa. 

F itchburg, Mass. 

USPM - U. S. & Local Combinations 

R arity 
Combination Number(s) 

29L l & #1 1 8 

30L l & #26 1 0  

Handstamp & # l  l (Two types, 
wi th and wi thout "Pu tnam ' s" )  

6 

G len H aven, N.Y.  

G len Haven Daily Mai l  (To Scott, Tul ly ,  or  Homer, 7 1 Ll & # 1 1 
N .Y. ,  and postmarked a t  these towns) 

Same 
Same 

H artford, Conn. 

7 I L2 & #I I , 26 
7 1  L3 & #I I ,  26 

Hartford Penny Post One variety known wi th #26 

Newark 

City Letter Express 45Ll & # 1 1  

New York City 

Bent ley's Dispatch l OL I  & #26 
Broadway Post Office 26L l & # 1 1 
Boyd's Ci ty Express Post 20L7 & # 1 1 

Same 20L8 & #I I 
Same 20L9 & # I I 
Same 20L l 0  & # 1 1 

Same 20L l I & # 1 5  
Same 20L l 3  & # 1 4  
Same 20L l 4  & #26 
Same 20L l 8  & # 1 1 ,  24, 26 

Chatham Square Post Office 1 36L3 & # l O  

(Swarts Ci ty Dispatch Post) 
Same 1 36L4 & # 1 1 ,  26, 35 

Same 1 36L6 & # 1 0  
Same 1 36L9 & # 1 1 ,  1 4  
Same 1 36 L I O & # 1 1 
Same 1 36L l I & #l l 

Same 1 36L l 4  & # 1 1 
Same 1 36L l5 & # 1 1 

East R iver Post Office 62L l & # 1  l 
Same 62L4 & # 1 1 , 26 

Messenkope' s  Union Square Post O ffice 1 06L l & # 1 1 
Metropol i tan Errand and Carrier Express Co. 1 07 L l  & # 1 1 
Metropol i tan Post Office 1 08L4 & #26 

Same 1 08L5 & # l  l ,  26 

7 

8 
5 

3 
3 
I 

7 

7 
5 

1 ,  8 , 3 
I 

1 ,  3, 5 
1 0  

I ,  5 
2 
I 

0 

0 
1 0  
3 
2 

5 
8 
8 



Cincinnati to Westtown, Pa. 

Name of Local Firm 

Price' s  City Express 
R usse l l  8th Ave Post Office 
Third Ave Post Office 
Union Square Post Office 

Same 

D. 0. Blood & Co. 
Same 
Same 
Same 
Same 
Same 

Ci ty Dispa tch 
S tait 's Despatch 

Prince' s  Lener D ispatch 

Com bination 

New York City (cont . )  

Philadelphia 

Portland Me. 

J 1 9L l  & #26 
1 30L l & # I  I 
1 39L3 & # 1 1 
1 4 I L I  & # I  I 
1 4 1 L2 & # l  l 

1 5L J 3  & # I  I 
1 5 L l 4, # 1 1 ,  24, 25, 26 

1 5 L l 5  & # I I ,  26 
1 5L l 8  & #26 
1 5LU5 & # 1 1 
1 5LU6 & #1 1 
4 1 L l  & #26 

Handstamp & # I O  (On leuer 
from mails  loca l ly 

forwarded by S ta i t ' s )  

1 22 L l  & #26 

San Francisco 

Cal i fornia Penny Post Co. (See Scott 's Specialized 

U.S. Cata logue and l ist ing herein on Paci fic Expresses . )  

Squ ier & Co. ' s  Lener D ispatch 
Same 

One Cen t  Despatch 

Wesuown School 

W a s h i ng ton  C i t y  O n e  C e n t  

Dispatch used on 1 856 cover from 

Washington, D. C., to Cal .  

S t .  Louis 

Washington D.C. 

Westtown, Pa. 

I 

1 32L I & #26 
1 3 I L I  & # 1 1 

1 1 2 L l  & # I I 

1 45L l & # 1 1 ,  26 

• •  / f ,. ' r:tfS,.� , ;; 

� � _.._,J ....;.. � .J� / � ("�.� / 
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Rarity 
Number(s) 

0 
7 
7 
5 
4 

I 
2 
3 
4 
4 
5 
6 

1 0  

7 
5 

5 

0 

,_:_; .... c...,; ... ... ' '- ----
- - ..,  _.,. 
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The Broad-Way Post 

Office local stamp paid 

for del ivery from a pick
up point to the post 
office. 

-.---- -------.�·- ---·---

Blood's local used on 
advertising cover of 
heater manufacturer. 

r 

/ 

. Y. / / .  ,. / / . 

USPM - U. S. & Local Combinations 

Handstamps of local 

posts are not l isted in 

this book. This cover, 
bear ing  t h e  o n l y  
recorded example of 
Amity Dispatch Post, 
i l lustrates the type of 

handstamp used by 

independent posts in 
place of adhesive 
stamps. 

The Glen H aven Daily Mail 

stamp, on a cover entering the 

post office at  Scott, N. Y. 



Earliest Uses 

First Day Covers 

1 ¢  1 85 1  
First day covers (July l ,  1 85 1 ) bearing the 1 ¢  

s tamp ( from P late I Early)  are known from:  

T•J> Ro"' R :  fo.,e 
P\i'll-. Oho £:>,.11 

SRI"  

M .. l\ W 1<Hl $  1 1'  l\ 11 D  
ClllCU�AI\ DATt! D .) U I U  :5 0  1651  

Boston Mass. 
New York, N .Y .  

------- --�--------" 

First day use of the I It stamp from Boston, Mass. One of two first day covers known with a 
JUL I postmark. 

3¢ 1 851  
First day covers ( Ju ly 1 ,  1 85 1 )  bearing the 3¢  

stamp ( from Plate I Early )  are known from: 
Baltimore, Md .  
Boston, Mass. 
Chicago , I ll ,  
Chi l licothe, 0. 
Cincinnati, 0. 
Clappville,  Mass. 
Cumberland, Md. 
Geneva, N . Y. 

Hartford, Conn .  
Lancaster, Pa. 
Lowell ,  Mass. 
M obi le, A la. 
New Bedford, Mass . 
New London, Conn. 
Phi ladelphia, Pa. 
Louisv i l l e  & Cincinnati Mai l L ine 
South Wi lbraham, Mass. 
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3Z8!(£j 

!rw. /tYwtVJ ��. 
Ri_A,�-lf:: 

� ��!!7 
(J� 

First day covers of the 3¢ stamp are known from 1 5  cities and one route agent. This 
example from Cincinnati shows the townmark designed for letters prepaid in cash. 

1 2¢ 1 85 1  
Although the 12¢  s tamp from Plate l was one 

of the three denominations official ly issued on 

Earl iest Use of Adhesive Stamps 

Ju ly l ,  1 85 1 ,  no firs t day cover bearing that 
va lue has come to the at ten tion of the compi ler. 

Earliest Recorded Dates of Use of Each P late Producing Postage S tamps in 1 85 1 -6 1  Period 

Pla te N u m ber 

l Early 
l Late 
l Late 
2 
2 
3 
4 
4 
5 
7 
8 
9 
1 0  
1 1  
1 2  

Imper/orate or Perforated 

I m  perforate 
I m  perforate 
Perforated 

Im perforate 
Perforated 

Im  perforate 
Im perforate 
Perforated 
Perforated 
Perforated 
Perforated 
Perforated 
Perforated 
Perforated 
Perforated 

1 ¢  

Earliest R ecorded Date 

J u ly 1 ,  1 85 1  
June 8 ,  1 852 
Ju ly  25, 1 857 

December 5 , 1 855 
J u ly 25, 1 857 
May 6, 1 856 

Apri l 19 ,  1 857 
July 26, 1 857 

January 2, 1 858 
December 30, 1 857 
November 1 7 , 1 857 
September 1 8, 1 859 

June 1 4 , 1 860 
January 1 2, 1 86 1  
January 25, 1 86 1  
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Plate N u m ber Imper/orate or Perforated Earliest R ecorded Date 

3¢ 

1 Early lm perforate J u ly I ,  1 85 1  

I Intermediate Im perforate J u ly 1 2 ,  1 85 1  

I Late Im  perforate October 4 ,  1 85 1  
2 Early I m  perforate J uly  23, 1 85 1  
2 Late Im perforate January 1 2, 1 852 
2 Late Perforated Ju ly 2 1 ,  1 857 
0 Im perforate September 8, 1 85 1  

3 Im perforate January 1 5 , 1 852 

3 Perforated J u ly 1 6, 1 857 
4 Im perforate March 3 1 ,  1 855 
4 Perforated August 1 7, 1 857 
5 Ear ly I m  perforate Ju ly  1 9, 1 85 1  

5 Late Imperforate September 3 ,  1 855 

5 Late Perforated August 1 9, 1 857 
6 Im perforate February 1 8 , 1 856 
6 Perforated May 1 2, 1 857 
7 Im perforate February 1 3 ,  1 856 
7 Perforated February 1 9, 1 857 

8 Imperforate Apr i l  1 4 ,  1 856 

8 Perforated July 25, 1 857 
9 Early Perforated September 1 5 ,  1 857  
9 Late Perforated January 22, 1 859 
1 0  Early  Perforated J u ly 1 1 , 1 857 

I 0 In termediate Perforated M ay 1 7 , 1 858 

1 0  Late Perforated January 3, 1 859 
1 1  Early Perforated Ju ly  29, 1 857 
1 1  In termediate Perforated J uly  8, 1 858 
1 1  Late Perforated December 2 1 ,  1 858 
1 2  Perforated February 1 8, 1 858 

1 3  Perforated Unknown 

1 4  Perforated March 20, 1 858 
1 5  Perforated October 30, 1 857 
1 6  Perforated October 28, 1 857 
1 7  Perforated Unknown 

1 8  Perforated November 1 9, 1 857 

1 9  Perforated January 26, 1 858 
20 Perforated December 1 5 , 1 858 
2 1  Perforated January 1 8, 1 859 
22 Perforated May I I , 1 859 
23 Perforated J u ly 7, 1 859 

24 Perforated August 22, 1 859 
25 Perforated Ju ly  26, 1 859 
26 Perforated January 2 1 ,  1 860 
27 Perforated September 2,  1 859 
28 Perforated J u ly 1 8, 1 860 
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Plair N u m brr lmprrfora lr' or Prrforatrd 

USPM - Earl iest Uses 

Ear/ir.1 / R r•tor(/r-d /)alf' 

2 

I 
2 

I 

I 

3 

I m  perforate 
Perforated 
Perforated 

I m  perforate 
Perforated 
Perforated 

Im perfora te 
Perforated 

Perforated 

Perforated 

Perforated 

Perforated 

5¢ 

1 0¢ 

1 2¢ 

24¢ 

30¢ 

90¢ 

March 24, 1 856 
August 23 , 1 857 

May 8,  1 86 1  

May 1 2 , 1 855 
J u ly 27, 1 857 
May 27 , 1 859 

August 4, 1 85 1  
J u ly 30, 1 857 

J une 1 ,  1 860 

J ul y  7, 1 860 

August 8, 1 860 

September 1 1 ,  1 860 

A spectacular valentine, more so because of the stamps frank ing it. The vertical pair of l ¢ 

is positions 7- l 7R lE, the top stamp the rare Type I. An additional l ¢ to seal the back flap 
made up the ful l  quadruple rate. Postmarked Deep River, Conn. 



The Ci vii War 

R ichard B .  Graham 
The Civi l  War commenced w i th the firing 

upon Fort Sumter, in the harbor of Charleston , 
S .  C . ,  on Apri l 20, 1 86 1 .  The 1 85 1 - 1 86 1  issue of 
U . S .  postage stamps, by which the l imi ts of this 
book are measured, was then sti l l  in use. The 
contract wi th Toppan, Carpenter & Co. for 
print ing these stamps expired on June 1 0, 1 86 1 . 
Although the government had publ ished adver
tisements for a new contract in March, 1 86 1 ,  it 
was not unti l  August that the firs t  exam ples of 
the new designs under the National Bank Note 
Company contract began to appear; fu l l  distr i 
bution of the new stamps was not comple te un
t i l  about the end of 1 86 1 . Thus,  from August to 
early winter in 1 86 1 , both the old and new i ssues 
of postage s tamps were being used in different 
parts of the North. In the South, the Confeder
ate Post O ffice Department had taken over han
dling the mai ls by the time the new Federal 
s tamps were first distributed. Therefore, for the 
purposes of l is t ing markings in  this book, the 
Southern states which had joined the Confeder
acy are dropped as of June 1 ,  1 86 1 , except to the 
exten t that the Toppan , Carpenter stamps were 
attempted to be used in Sou thern towns after 
they were reoccupied by Federal troops . The 
l ist ings terminate for Northern towns as they 
were suppl ied with the new stamps. 

During th is trans i t ion period, the 1 85 1 -6 1  
s tamps may be found in  some very unusual 
usages, man y of which are not eas i ly explained. 
These w i l l  be categorized and taken in turn, but 
all stem from the secession of various Southern 
states from the Union;  the assumpt ion by the 
Confederate States of the ma i l  service in these 
Southern states on J une 1 ,  1 86 1  (and the suspen-

s ion of such service by the Uni ted States Post 
Office Department a day earl ier) ;  and the final 
ban on communications between the North and 
South  by the Federals in  August. From June I to 
mid-August the express companies did a boom
ing business, though the covers from their oper
ations are scarce and are not easy to iden tify or 
analyze. Covers marked SOUTH� LETTER/ 
U N PAID at Loui svi l le resu l ted from the ex
press operations. 

Federal mi l i tary operations led to several in 
teresting uses of  the 1 85 1 -6 1  stamps and postal 
stationery. These include camp markings, oc
cupation uses from Federal post offices i n  the 
seceded states, the very unusual " Free for the 
(7th)  Regi ment" markings on pos tal stationery 
appl ied by the Adams Express Company on 
covers addressed to troops in the Washington
Bal timore area, and the "G. B .D. " markings on 
covers from Federal m i l i tary un i ts at the head of 
the Shenandoah Va l ley .  These la tter are some
times considered to be our first "A.P. O . "  mark
ings . 

Al l ied, but not subj ect to categoriza tion , are 
the uses of 1 85 1 - 6 1  s tamps on patriotic covers, 
both Union and Confederate. Wh i le these are 
not wi thin the scope of a book on postal mark
ings ,  a few are i l lustrated here because they do 
bear mark ings of in terest or because they exhib
it in terest ing aspects of the beginning of the 
War. 

The s imultaneous withdrawal and demone
t ization of the 1 85 1 -6 1  s tamps and posta l statio
nery with their replacement by the new 1 86 1  
issues complete the story .  
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Discontinuance of Federal Mails in the 
Confederate States 

For a t ime, the Uni ted S ta tes con tinued to 
operate the mail sys tem in Southern states after 
they had seceded from the Union, and even after 
the Confederate States of America was orga
nized. As a resul t ,  during this l imi ted period of 
time, Uni ted States s tamps may be found used 
in several "foreign countries ."  From date of se
cession to date of admission to the Confederacy, 
such covers are known as " Independent State" 
uses; thereafter they are known as "Confeder
ate" uses. Not a l l  of the Confederate s ta tes had 
covers from both classificat ions, and one, Ten
nessee , has few from the firs t and none from the 
other, s ince i t  d id not secede prior to the suspen
sion of the Federa l mail service in the rest of the 
seceded states. 

The Confederate Sta tes Post Office Depart
ment assumed control of the mai l s  in a l l  of the 
then states of the Confederacy on June 1 ,  1 86 1 ,  
Federal service being suspended al  the same 
t ime by a notice from Pos tmaster General 
Montgomery Blair dated May 27, 1 86 1 .  The 
notice s tated that such service was suspended in 
the states of V irginia (except for Western Vir
gin ia, not  speci fica l ly  defined ), North Caro
l ina, South Carol i na,  Georgia ,  F lorida, A la
bama, M ississippi,  Louisiana, Arkansas and 
Texas. " . . . from and after the 3 1 st  i n s tan t . " 

Tennessee did not secede unt i l  J une 8, 1 86 1 ,  
and did not formal ly  join the Confederacy unt i l  
July 3 .  Federal mai l service was suspended in  
Middle and Wes t Tennessee on June 1 0 , 1 86 1 . 

The dates of secession and of joining the 
Confederacy of the various rebel l ious s ta tes are 
the cri teria for ident ification of covers of the 
Independent Sta te and Confederate use of  U . S .  
s tamps, the date of the postmark being the key 
factor. Included wi th  th is section is a table 
showi ng those dates. The Prov is ional Govern
ment of the Confederate S ta tes was formed on 
February 4, 1 86 1 ,  at Mobi le, Alabama, a date 
considered to be the beginning of the Confed
eracy . Al though bot h  Kentucky and M issouri 
were admitted to the Confederacy, the Confed-
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Dates of Secession and A d m ission lo the Con
federacy 

SPcPssion Da ir' A dm il lr'd 
Sta IP DatP lo Co11fNlnacy 

Alabama Jan. 1 1 . 1 86 1  Feb. 4 .  1 86 1  
Arkansas May 6, 1 86 1  May 1 8 . 1 86 1  
F lorida Jan .  1 0. 1 86 1  Feb. 4 .  1 86 1  
Georgia Jan .  1 8, 1 86 1  Feb. - ! . 1 86 1  
Kt'n t ucky Nov. 1 8. 1 86 1 •  0t"<. 9. 1 86 1  
Lou i si ana Jan.  26.  1 86 1  Feb. 4 .  1 86 1  
M i ssissi ppi .J an .  9, 1 86 1  Feb.  4 .  1 86 1  
M issour i  Oc1 . 28 .  1 86 1  .. NO\'. 28. 1 86 1  

Nort h Carol i na May 20. 1 86 1  May 27 .  1 86 1  

Sou t h  Carol ina Dec. 20. 1 860 Feh. 4 .  1 86 1  
Ten nesst't' J u rw 8. 1 86 1 J u ly 2. 1 86 1  
Texas Feb. I .  1 86 1  Mar. 6. 1 86 1  
\ ' i rg in ia  A p ri l 1 7 . 1 86 1  M a y  7.  1 86 1  
• Ord inance of Secession passed by a "Sovercign ty Con

ven t ion" represent i ng65 count ies. The state kgis lat  me re
fused to pass such an ordi nance. 
.. Passed by a spec i a l  session of the state lcg i s la t 1 1 n'. con
sis t i ng only of the  Sout hern sym pa t h i zers in t ha t  body. 
There is some dou bt as to whet her a quorum was prese n t .  

erate governments of  those s ta tes were never 
real l y  in effective opera tion, so that nei ther 
Independent Stale use nor Confederate use of U .  
S .  stamps has been col lected a s  a val id category 
from those two states . 

In iden t i fying covers of t hese two uses, the 
year date must be firm ly es tabl i shed as being 
1 86 1  ( except in the case of South Carol ina, 
which seceded on December 20, 1 860) .  A few 
townmarks d id contain year date s lugs, wh ich 
i s  the n icest cover of this kind to own . However, 
val id docket ing ( beware of faked docket ing) or 
dated enclosed letters are also acceptable evi 
dence o f  dates. 

A very few covers may exist bearing 1 85 7  
stamps and the marking M AILS SUSPEN DED 
in one form or another. These markings are 
wel l known on covers bearing stamps of the 
1 86 1  issue, a l though t hey are not common. The 
original order suspending pos ta l  services in the 
seceded states directed that a l l  let ters for those 
states be sent Lo the Dead Letter Office . The 
M A I LS Sl SPENDED marki ng was applied a t  
the Dead Letter O ffice in Wash ington and not 
at the town where the let ter origina ted. There, 
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Oval M AILS SUSPENDED on a star die envelope from Knoxvil le, Iowa, A ug. 24, 1 86 1 ,  
addressed to M issouri. 

according to the P M G  Report of Decem ber, 
1 862, "Forty-six thousand, six hundred and 
ninety-seven (46,697)  letters, wri tten in the loyal 
States and directed to States under i nsurrection
ary contro l .  . .  when suscepti ble of restoration, 
were stamped mails suspended and returned to 
the writers. " The same statement was made 
about 2 1 ,000 additional letters in the fol lowing 
annual report. 

Express Company M ai ls Between North 
and South 

From J une l ,  1 86 1 ,  unti l l ate August ,  when 
the Federal government banned a l l  North
South  communications, the express companies 
flourished by carrying mai ls  across the l ines.  
Most known covers show only a part of the ser
vice, separate covers often having been used to 
enclose the letter and the express fee to the ex
press office. These outer wrappers were discard
ed upon receipt at the express office. In the 
northern States, express mai ls  were carried in 
stamped envelopes in accordance with the 
P L  & R .  

Since many of  the northern express company 
markings used in  this traffic are of  the same 
fami ly  sty le found on other express covers that 
were not carried across the l ines (particularly 

those of Adams Express Com pany) ,  they are, 
s tanding a lone, not proof of the usage discussed 
here. The accompanying tracings of markings 
appl ied by Adams  Express Company are repre
sentat ive of a large and varied field . 

At least three companies operated from south 
to north over the maj or express rou te between 
Nashvi l le and Lou isvi l le .  These were the 
Adams Express Company,  American Letter 
Express Company, and Whi teside's E xpress. 
Markings or stickers of both Adams Express 
Company and American Letter Express are 
known, but no markings attributed to Whi te
side have been reported. 

Many northbound covers through Louisvi l l e  
were directed abroad, and bore high value 
s tamps with postmarks of offices in the seceded 
states . The U .S .P .O.D.  took exception to the 
use of these s tamps, which were unaccounted 
for by southern postmasters. On June 24, 1 86 1 ,  
the Loui svil le postmaster was d irected to re
move all s tamps from these letters and forward 
them as unpaid, where that was permit ted by 
postal treaty. Where appl icable treaties re
quired a letter to be prepaid, i t  was to be sen t to 
the Dead Letter Office. 

Rather than remove the s tamps from a large 
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vol ume of mai l ,  the Louisvi l le postmaster 
adopted a handstamp reading SOUTH!" LET
TER/UNPAID. This,  together with appro
priate due markings, was appl ied to a l l  letters 
received from the South at the Loui sv i l le post  
office ( includ ing some wi th no s tamps, bu t 
marked " Paid" ) .  The earl iest reported use of 
this handstamp is  a somewhat doubtful ( i l legi
ble) June 26, and t he latest is  J ul y  1 1 . There is 
no real reason why uses up to la te August cou l d  
not have occurred. S ince the U .S.P .O .D. an
nounced the banning of all  mail across the l i nes 

USPM - The Civil War 

on August  26, 1 86 1 ,  the mark ing could not have 
been used after that date. A l l  of the express com
panies term inated their across-the- l ines servi ce 
wi th in  a few days of this order, w h ich brought 
to a close the open communication between the 
North and South, except via flag of truce or 
other specia l  means. 

A few flag of truce covers w i th 1 857 s tamps 
exist ,  most of these being marked w i th the large 
bal loon pos tmark of O ld  Point  Comfort, Va . ,  
w hi ch was a major Federal exchange point  
throughout the war .  

Cover from Petersburgh, Va . ,  wi th  SOUTH:' LETTER/U N PAID struck at Lou isville. Latest 
reported use. 

Military Markings 

The best known Civi l  War m i l i tary use of 
1 857 stamps is on covers bearing the markings 
of the General Banks D ivis ion post  office. This 
m i l i tary organ ization originated in the late 
summer of 1 86 1  when the Arm y of the Potomac 
was organized into five grand div is ions w i th  
Banks, stat ioned a t  the head of  the Shenandoah 
Va lley, commanding one of them . Later, this 
organization bore other designations, but the 
original name was cont inued in the postal 
markings , which were apparen t ly  appl ied at 
the field headquarters of General Banks and his  
successors regardless of whether the command 
was a division, corps, or depanment .  

Al though various vers ions of the Banks Div i 
sion markings appeared from September, 1 86 1 ,  

through September, 1 862, only those found as
sociated wi th  1 857  s tamps are l i s ted here. These 
al l read "G. B . D . "  and are found in manuscript 
and in three di fferent handstamps .  The hand
stamps are al l struck in black. The last of the 
three i s  found on covers through the end of 
Novem ber, 1 86 1 . At that time the troops went 
in to win ter q uarters and mark ings of Potomac 
area Maryland towns (notably Sandy H ook) are 
found on their mai l unt i l the fol low ing March, 
when the last handstamp again appeared for a 
few days, struck in  blue, and always on stamp
less covers or those wi th  1 86 1  s tam ps. 

Occupation Uses 

For the purposes of this section,  occupation 
uses are covers bearing U . S. stamps used from 
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post off ices in the seceded sta tes after J une 1 ,  
1 86 1 ,  where Federal troops were presen t and in  
control .  A few such poi n ts, notably Old Point  
Comfort, Va. , and Key West ,  Fla. , were actual ly  
never in  the possession or control of Confed
erate forces. A few others, such as Alexandria, 
Va., and perhaps a few of the western V irginia 
towns, were considered Confederate for a few 
days or weeks at most ;  in these cases the post 
offices were never under firm Confederate con
trol and rapidly reverted to the Federal sphere. 
Al though Kentucky was admi t ted to the Con
federacy and some of i ts towns were under Con
federate con trol for a t ime, that s ta te is not con
sidered to be a Confederate state for purposes of 
defining "occupation" markings. 

Port Royal ,  S .C. , was recaptured by the Fed
erals in November, 1 86 1 . Although the wri ter 
has recorded no covers w i th the early version of 
the Port Royal occupation postmark, this is a 
defini te possi bi l i ty ,  and the postmark i s  record
ed in the tracing plate accompanying this 
chapter. 
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Adams Express Company - Free for the 
Regiment 

During the early part of the war, w hen the 
New York 7th Regiment was sen t to Washing
ton to protect that  c i t y  un t i l  other t roops cou l d  
be brought i n ,  the mai l service from the north 
in to Washington was cu t off for a few days by 
the destruction of the rai lroads just  north of 
there. During this period the New York office of 
Adams Express Company announced a free 
mai l  service to 7th Regiment members. The ser
v ice was la ter apparent ly  extended to other regi 
ments, bu t was  discontinued soon thereafter as  
the Federal mai ls were again operating i n to 
Washington. Two special hands tamps used in  
late Apri l and early May ,  1 86 1 ,  may be found on 
covers directed to the care of the Quartermaster 
of the 7th ,  and on U.S .  3¢ s tamped envelopes. 
Several examples of the f irst version of the 
marking are know n on covers bearing no 
stamps at a l l ,  but covers wi th stamps are also 
possi ble. 

In early 1 86 1 ,  when Washington was temporari ly  cut off from com munications with the 
north because of the destruction of rai lroad track in Maryland, Adams Express Co. 
carried mail  from New York to the New York regiment defending the capital .  This is one 
of two handstamps used by the company in performing this service. 
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• 

OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED of Harrisburgh, Pa., on cover dated Oct. I ,  1 86 1 .  
Rated DUE 3. 

Demonetization of the 1 857 Stamps and 
Postal Stationery 

The contract of Toppan, Carpen ter & Co. to 
produce U.S.  postage stamps expi red on June 
1 0, 1 86 1 .  The incoming Republican adminis
tration probably wou ld have changed prin ters 
in any case, but the possession of large numbers 

of the old stamps i n  the hands of postmasters in  
the seceded Sta tes, for which no value coul d  
probably be recovered, required some action to 
void the old issue and replace i t  w i th new 
stamps embodying a changed design. A new 

contract for printing U. S.  pos tage stamps was 
given the National Banknote Co. of New York 
in the summer of 1 86 1 .  

A n  attempt to use the demonetized 3¢ at Chicago June 1 3, 1 862. Cover was struck OLD 

STAMPS/Not recognized and oval H ELD FOR POSTAGE (reverse). The letter was 

given a file number and the addressee notified to furnish a stamp, on receipt of which the 

letter was remai led with a Chicago SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL postmark. 
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Cover from Phi ladelphia Aug. 26, 1 86 1 .  This was the first day on which the old stamps 

were invalid for postage at Philadelphia, and therefore the first for the use of the OLD 
ST A MPS/NOT RECOGNIZED handstamp. 

The new contractor experienced some d iffi
cul ties in producing these s tamps, particu larly 
wi th the color of the 3 ¢  denom ination. Because 
of this, supplies of the new s tamps were not 
delivered to the P .0.D.  S tamp Agent (s tationed 
at the printer's establishmen t )  unt i l  the middle 
of August ,  1 86 1 . Even then, suppl ies were not at 
al l adequate to keep up with demand. Many of 
the northern post offices had run out of the old 
stamps. The P .0.D .  had permitted the supplies 
to run low as the old contract ran out,  an tici
pating the new stamps much sooner than they 
were actua l ly  ready. T he s ituation was exacer
bated by the l arge numbers of newly  en l i s ted 
troops who generated a tremendous volume of 
correspondence between army camps and their 
homes . 

The problem then facing pos tal authorities 
was how the new stamps were to be phased in ,  
replacing the old. In  his  annual  report of  De
cember 2, 1 86 1 , Postmaster General Mont
gomery Blair  described the problem as fol lows:  

T h e  contract for t h e  manufacture o f  postage stamps 
having expired on t he 1 0th of J une 1 861 , a new one 
was entered into with the N a ti onal Bank Note Com
pany of New York, upon terms very advantageous to 

the Department ,  from w h ich there wou ld resul t  an 
annual saving of more than t h i rty percent in the cost 
of the stamps. 

In order to prevent the fraudu lent use of the large 
q uantity of s tamps remain i ng unaccoun ted for, in t he 
hands of pos t masters in disloyal States, it was deemed 
advisable to change the design and t he color of those 
manufactured u nder the new contract, and also to 
modify the design of the stamp upon the stamped en
velopes, and to subst i tute as soon as possi ble the new 
for t he old i ssues. It was the design of the Department 
that the distri but ion of the new stamps and envelopes 
should commence on t he first of August, but,  from 
unavoidable delays, t hat of the latter did not take 
place unt i l  the 1 5th of the month. 

Actual ly ,  B lair did not quite sta te the case of 
the distribution dates correctly, in that the first 
distri bu ti on of stamps occurred on the 1 6th and 
the envelopes about a week earlier. The replace
ment process was not complete throughou t the 
northern s tates unt i l  about the end of January, 
1 862, or even a bi t later in some remote areas of 
the West .  

In a notice sent to postmasters in early Au
gust ,  1 8 6 1 ,  a very elaborate scheme for the de
monetizat ion and replacemen t of the o ld  
s tamps was ou tlined. Under this p lan,  new 
stamps were to be shipped to all post offices 
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within a zone of several s ta tes s imultaneous ly. 
Upon receipt of the new s tamps, each office was 
to advertise i n  the newspaper, offering to ex
change new stamps for old for a period of s ix 
days from the date of  the first appearance of the 
ad. After tha t time, the old s tamps wou ld no 
longer be redeemed or considered val id for post
age. The process was set up to occur on a zone 
by zone basi s at about three or four week inter
vals, beginning in the East first. This,  of course, 
was demonetization and rep lacement of the 
stamps at the mai l ing offices. I n  add it ion , a de
monetization process was se t up to be operated 
at the receiving offices, by w hich l et ters bearing 
the old s tamps would not be recognized beyond 
a certain date of the arrival of letters postmarked 
in post offices in each of the zones. 

The on ly part of this original demonetization 
scheme that ever took p lace was the s ix day de
monetization and replacement process in the 
mail ing offices, after an advertisemen t had been 
placed in local papers to that effect .  This was 
because the new stamps were never avai lable i n  
sufficient quantities t o  place in service s imul
taneously throughout  even a whole state, to  say 
nothing of a zone of several s tates. Thus, there 

- -- - � \)r-.Ll $t!'Y"'. -:) 
\ -� ..,. . • • •• "1f 
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was never any demonetization at receiving of
fices, at l east not duri ng late 1 86 1  and early 
1 862. 

Only certain large offices were supplied at 
first ,  and this was probably done in the usual 
way, by requisi tion to Washington , where an 
order was sent to t he S tamp Agent in New York 
to ship the requ ired s tamps. When they were re
ceived , the postmaster placed an announcement 
in the local paper stating that a six day ex
change period was in effect. The same thing 
took place about the same time or s l ightly 
earl ier for stamped envelopes. 

After the demonetization process was com
plete in  some communi ties ,  a few postmasters 
acquired a handstamp reading "Old Stamps 
Not Recogni zed" to indicate why addi tional 
postage was charged on letters bearing the old 
s tamps. An occupied ci ty, New Orleans, used 
the marking " I l legal S tamp" for the same pur
pose, much la ter. The known handstamps of 
this nature are shown on the accompanying 
tables. Numerous manuscript explanations for 
non-recogni tion of old stamps, such as " i l legal  
stamp," " fraud, " and other s imi lar comments, 
are known. 

('; ,; � . ,;r;:J . � . · (� ,_,1t;1/( , ftl '.__ , ,(,� fl� 
,, :· ·' _ · _/ I ( {"·[ . t/i�w ?c.1 lG 
'-.. ·_.;/ ,1 /2-<-d i� g � 

C/t: d. 
The writer of this letter tried to pay the 3¢ rate with a strip of three I ¢  1 857 stamps after 

the demonetization process had been completed at South Manchester, Conn. The post
master refused the old stamps and made the sender buy a strip of the new I ¢, which was 

then pasted over the old. 



I l lustrat ions 

Manuscript postmark of 

Sandy Hook, Md. ,  the 

principal town handling 
m a i l  f rom t roops o f  
General Banks Division 
during the winter 1 86 1 -62. 

Cover from Montgomery, 

Ala., capi ta l  of the Con
federate States, featuring a 
Confederate shield. Carried 
entirely within the C.S.A. 

by the U. S. mail service. 

Dated May 2 1 ,  1 86 1 ,  the day 

it was decided to move the 
capital to Richmond. 

:!£C ESSlON ANTIDOTE. 
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Very late use of G. B. D. 
(General Banks' Division) 
marking in  black. 

� #� �-���� . ,,��;_? 
f� �  _)/� 

- I 
- J 

Letter from London re
turned to sender because 

mails to the South had been 

suspended. SENT BACK 
TO ENGLAN D, etc. ,  1s a 
British marki ng. 
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M arkings Associated with Demonetization and the Civil War 

Tracing Shape Rarity 
Wording Town Number and S ize Number Notes 

Non-Recognition of Old Issue 

OLD STA M PS/NOT R ECOGN IZED Phi ladelphia s l -4 I x22 2 
OLD STAMPS/Nol recogn ized Chicago 2 s l -33x8 6 
OLD STAM PS NOT RECOGN IZED Harrisburgh, Pa. 3 sl -43x2Yi 9 May be framed. 
Ms. markings to indicate non- Various 2 
recogni tion , i f  old stamps are 
supplemented by 1 86 1  s tamps or 
due markings 
Old stamps covered by new s tamps Various 4 
ILLEGAL ST AMP New Orleans 4 s l -43x5 8 Dec. 1 863 or later. 

Non-Recognition because of Source 

SOUTH'.'ILETTER/U N PAID.  Louisv i l le 5 sl -36x l 6  4 Before demonetiza-
t ion and ban on 

commercial  in ter-
course 8/26/6 1 .  

Express Company M ark ings 

AM. LETTE R  EXP. C9'DYr/ Louisvi l l e  6 c-29 8 No .  6 and 7 were 
LOUISV I LLE . KY associated wi lh 

Nashvi l le-Louisv il le 
•ADAMS E X. CO.•/DYr/LOUIS- Louisvi l le 7 c-32 5 across l i nes route 
VILLE.KY.  June-August 1 86 1 .  
FREE. /For the 7th Regimen t /  New York 8 sl -49x20 6 Nos. 8 and 9 on 
ADAMS E X PR ESS CO. /Per HOEY free mai l  by express 

lo soldiers al Wash-
FREE/For lhe Regi ment/A DAMS New York 9 sl-47x20 7 ington, spr ing 1 86 1 .  
EXPRESS CO./Per HOEY 

Suspension of  M ai ls 

MAILS SUSPENDED IO  s l -45x2Yi I O  Nos. 1 0  and 1 1  ap-
pl ied to leuers 

addressed 
MAILS/SUSPENDED Dead Let ter 1 1  o-37x l 6  4 to Sou th and sent to 

Office DLO, and returned to 
(Washington, senders i f  possible. 

D .C . )  

General Banks' Division 

G B  D/Sept 6 1 2  ms 8 Army post office, 
Maryland and 

Shenandoah Val ley 
G .B .D. /D 1 3  s l -2 1  x2Yi 4 Sept-Dec 1 86 1 . 
G .B . D/D 1 4  arc-2 1 x2Yi 7 "B"  inverted. 
G .B. D/D 1 5  arc-25x6 6 

Occupation Use of 1 857 Stamps 

PORT ROYAL/D/S.C. 1 6  c-33 Possible. 
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.... 

OLD S TAMP S  
NOT R E C O G N I  l t O  

i L L E  C A l S T . � :v, P 
4 

O L D  S TAMPS OLDSTAMPS NOT R£COGNIZED Xo "t" rec oynized 
2 

SOUTH�! lfTT E .� 
U N PA I D .  

5 

FR EE. 

3 

FR EE 
For the 7th Regiment 

ADAMS EXPRESS CO. 
For the Regiment 

ADAMS EXPRESS CO. 

7 

M A  I L S  S U S P E NDE D 
I O  

8 

G. B .  D. Cs . J::1" • -0 
0 C T. 31. o c r .  t s  

1 3  1 4  

l l 

Per HOEY 
9 

Per HOEY 

1 2  

G B D �� Ro� 
0 DEC � 

� NO V 1 8  
. 

1 5  

1 6  

.,./ "� 4·� , ' e " ,.,, · . · � ,. : 1 � . , ., , ,. 6 �-
/� �)" ��.---

' � Straight l ine M AILS 
S U S P E N D E D  o n  
prepaid let ter from 

Paris Feb. 22, 1 86 1 ,  to 

New Orleans. Re
ce i ved a t  B o s t o n  
March 1 1 . Very early 
for mail suspension 

to South . 

. . . 
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North to South express 
mail after June I ,  1 86 1 ,  
when the U .S. mail service 
to the Confederate States 

was suspended. Carried 

entirely out of the mails. 

Cover mailed at  Pittsburgh 
A ug. 1 7, 1 86 1 ,  to Phila
delphia with 1 857 3¢. 

Forwarded from Phila

delphia with 3¢ 1 861  on 

A ug. 1 9, the first day the 

new 3¢ was available there. 

-
USPM - The Civil War 

Cover from the South after 
suspension of service by 
U.S. post office. Carried to 
Louisville and there mailed 

by Adams Express Co. 

Stamps probably applied 

by Adams at Louisvil le. 



A Portfolio of Covers 

A Boston newspaper took 
pride in its building. 

·��-
VHA\'ES & W.ESTO.N1 l'mpril"tor.i. 

. 

AM�R. UNION NEWSP.IPER ESTABL!SHMENT 
OW.t•(I, 36 Waab!ngtoo S!reet, 

' 

Bo1too, Mu11. 

��:-;!rn'il���i1fl;::;,.( · 
� -

A state map made a striking 
corner card. 

J 

A delicate, intricate all-over 
design represented a perfume 
and ink manufacturer. 
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,- � a, \ . � , .  t .  1 

Peace among nations was a 
much desired goal.  

A bo l i t i o n i s t  se n t i m e n t s  were 

common in many countries. The 

envelope shown here was publ ished 
in Scot land. 

USPM - A Portfolio of Covers 

Propaganda envelopes were 

popular at m id-century. Here 
cheap postage was the theme. 

The evi ls of drink agitated 
many. 



Propaganda; Business 

I 
�--

An elaborate design for a 

lumber dealer. 

A china dealer's premises 
depicted in l ine engraving. 

403 

Bus inesses used i l l us tra ted 
envelopes to advertise their 
products. Here a store was pic· 
tured in the shape of a hat. 

. -;) ·-... -

A saw was the motif for a 

hardware store. 
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House or portrait painters? 
The i l lustra tion doesn't say. 

A cherub promoted dent is
try. 

II 7t;,� )JJ,�.,;y � � �-�,,._,_ 
. "" 
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Varied occupations and services 

were represented on corner cards. 

Barnum's museum was feat ured 

here. 

Daguerreotypes were becom
ing fashionable in the 1 850s. 



Occupat ions; Manufacturers 

This sawmill  and lumber yard 
was housed in an eleganl build
ing. 

C o w i n g  & Co.  m a de 

pumps, fire engines, hose, 

and pipe. 

, (ft"'l . ·  i 
-··· -·-···-------- - ---

405 

M a n u fa c t u rers  o f r en  

showed their factories in 

the most favorable light. 
Note the size of this 
brewery. 

The magnificent premises of an 
iron works were depicred in rhis 
heavily embossed design. 

� - Ww1� c o., 
Sn•ui 1'- r. 

•..t.... .. V•A.OT rr  OP AU. 
Y.A.R11' r; •  01 '�� AN � 1��:� 

P U M P S, 
GarMa E•Pau, 4e., 

IDUUUCINO asvsa.&.L SIJICJ)I 
UHUILT roa 

' Rail·Road Water Statlnn .. 
Milli. Factoria, b. 
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A miner's implements 

forming a coat of arms. 

(�-

One cause of the ap
proaching Civil War is 
shown on this corner 
card from Tennessee. 

(_f) .! 
. @�; 

/ 

USPM - A Portfolio of Covers 

In the 1 850s the gold rush was in 
ful l  swing. Mining scenes ap
peared on envelopes sent back 
east. 

The 1 856 presidential cam
paign was the first in which 
corner cards were extensively 

used. Portra i ts of Buchanan, 

the winner (shown here), are 
m uch scarcer than those of 
Fremont, the loser . 

. .  



The foll<iw.ing Lilt embracu nearly all the Regulation• of the Department. The omi•tiom 

eon•ilt in leaving out a few_ lengthy in•truction•, po••euing no •pecial intere&t to eitizem 
genwaUy, or to the bulk of Po•tma.tter•. 

R E G U L A T I O N S .  

C H A PTER I • 

• 4PPOJNTMENT OF POST MASTERS. 

Ste. r. At all poet offices where the compensation of the po8tmaster exceeded one thousand cloUare for 
the tlecal ye&r end.log June 30, 1835, or for any subsequent fiscal year, n. deputy postmaster is to be ap
pointed b7 the President, by and with the a.dvtce and cousent of the Senate, and can be remoTed b,y the 
President only. At all other offices, the P08tmastcr General has the sole power of nppolntment a.ud r• 
moTal. 

&c. 2. Upon the appointment of a postmMter, he is furnished. with a letter of appointment and a 

blank bond. Upon executing the bond, as required, talcing the oath of office, enclosing them in a letter 
directed to the Appointment Office, and depositing iuch l&tter ln the post offioo, and not before, he \1 

authorked to take charge of the office. 

Su. 3. No person can be appointed postmutcr who c&nnot legally execute an-official bond. 

�- 4. No person can hold the office of poatma.eter, who is not an actual resident of the city er tow a 
wberoin the post office is sltua.ted, or within the delivery or the office. 

&c. 6. Tht'\ duties of his office must be performed only by himself, pcreonally, or by a sworn aesilltant 

or ualltants, whom he may employ to &id bhn, when necossary ; far the care and attention of every one 

9' whom he will be responsible to the Department. 

Su. 6. Enry assistant, before he Is permitted to bal"enny ag:ency In the busine1& or the office, mutit 
take and subscribe the following oaths, which must be certified by & magistrate, and forwarded to the 

Appointment Office. 

"I, , do swear, (or affirm, as the case may Be) that I will faithfully per· 
form nH the dutiee required or me, and abstain from every thing forbidden by the laws in relation to tbe 

establishment of the Post Omce and post roads within the United States." 

11 I do aolemnly swear, (or a.ffirm, as the case may be1) that I will support the Constitution of tll.1: 
United Stat.ea." 

&c. 'T. These oaths should be certified by the magistrate who administers them. 

Ste. 8. It ia forbidden that nny person be employed a.s assi:tant or clerk in any Post office, or 38 mall 

eurier, who shall be at the time when he subscribes the required oath of office, leas than sixteen :re•n 

old. 

&c. 9. On ta.king charge of a poet office, the postmaster will ma.ke in duplicate four tenral innntoriea 

of the public property belonging to it u follows : 

1.  Of all laws, regulatiODl', lists of post offices, circulars, orders, &c. 

t. or all locks, keys, a.nd mail bags. 

$. Of all letters, packets, newapapen, pamphlet., a.nd other mall matter, stating the a.mount of unpa.id 

pootopl thtnlOD ; &Dd 

Col 
' 



4 REGULATIONS. 

4. Of all desks� cases, nnd other furniture, or fl:tturos, books, m::ips, Llauk8, nt.d &tu.tloncry allowed or 

furnishOO by the Department. 
Sec. IO Ile will deliver one of each of these duplica.tes, with his recoi1>t tbcrco!l, to his predeee560T. 

'1'1.Jc other be will transmit-No. I to the Appointment Ofilce-Xo. 2 to the Jmtpcction Office, aod No1. 3 
•nd 4. to tl.ie Aullitor'e Office. 

&,c. 11. Preca.ution should be takm by the postma.ster in :ill c:i..scs to nppuint an assist.not, to preveni 
the office from be.Jog left without a duly qualified person to perform its dut ies, in case of tho neoeeeo:ry 
absence, tho sickness, resignn.tion, or death o f  the postma.stor. 

.SOC. 12. The poet master will ca.use bi::1 clerks, and c.lso the h:ttcr carriers of bi!- cffice, to take the nc�
Hrf oaths of officf", and \\.'ill send them for ftlo to tho .o\ppoinlment Qfllcc, befurc they enter UpoJJ their 

dut.ioe. The n.gents of the Depart1.lll'l1t will promptly report n.ll instnnces of non-complianoo with ibi1 
rog\tb.tion to the .�ppointmC'nt or Jmpection omce as tho ct'.Su may Le. 

8 .. •c. 13. No Postmaster, A<:sistant Puqtnrnster, or clerk cmplLlycd in :l r0�t Office, can bold a mail eou
tra.ct or be concerned ic C:'.!.rryino the mail. 

Se:; 14. The po:stm:i.:;ter will keep h:.s offico opC'!l for the tfo�p:l.tC!t of 1111 ,iUP"l�, every day� except Sun· 
da7, during the usual hours of lJuii:lrss in the }l!:-..:C' ; mttl ri.tt"utl :it �·11c}1 ()t!J\'r h:..iur:i a:; may be necessary 
to rccoivc and <lcspatch mrdl�. When tile m[!.}1 arrive� on Sunr!ny. lie will kcC'p his om�e open for on• 
hour or more, if the pulJ!iC convrnicnce rcqu!:o it, oft(·• th� arriYal �:! ,\  a.-;�:ortmrnt thereof unlcee it  be 

•luring t}I() timo of puhlic war.ship; ill whi;,;h C..1.3e he wit! keep tlw onkc 01>!_'ll for one hour or more. if 

DOCC'jij!lry, after the religious i;cniccs have ccasctl. 
&c. 15. Postmaster�, a:.:;istautsancl ckrl;:<J, TC!;',;l&.rly C'Dlploycd in Post omced_. nrc exempt from militia 

•lnty, �nd from scn·ing: on jnrics, hut. not from wcrking on roa-d .. 1. uor from o!J<'yin:;: a immmons to appoor 

in court as witnesses, or to testify Uef,irc a Gr&.nd Jury. 
Sx. 16 A postmnst'3r is rcr.ponsihlc for the disch:ir.:;c, b�· him'lclf or Jilq Rl'.'Orn nssistant, of all the du" 

t;.iM of the office, until hit! suc�'">:·or shall have been appointed nnd qualifi:!d-cven although tho term l>r 

wbirhlhe mn.y luwe been ar1pOintccl hag cxph-ed. 

&c. 17. Whether the nppointm�nt be from the Prcs!drnt or tl:c ro:'it.mast�r G eneral, in the event of 
dr!lth, the responsibility of tbc surctirs will conti:J.t:,11 for- the fidelity of tlrn pcr.>011 Ion in charge or tile 
uatr.e, until a successor is appointed nnd qua.lificJ. 

,Y<.f.-. 18. Aud it may lie lav;ful for the 1mret.ies, or any ouc of them, to perform tho duties of poetmallter, 

by th!.'>msclrns or ng:ent, nutil their succccsor be arJpoiutcd. The pcr;;ou pcrfurmiug such tlutics should, 
boforo entering on the discharge of them, take the n<ma.l oatll Justic�s of tho pc::ico, unka.s cl:cludod by 
their own State Jaws, mny s�rvc also as postmnstcrs. 

Sec. 11>. All instruction!!, circulars, anrl or.Jcrs rccci\·cd by n postme�:tr.r, from nny branch, or oOk:er 
of the Department, n.rc to Lio fikll in the office, nn<l tunicd on·r to l1i.-.; 8ucctssor. Jn like manner be will 

turo ot'or to his succesaor, or in the event of thG <liscontinuancc of tbo office, delh·er to the nearest po�t,.. 
ut!U!ter, a.-;public p1·opc1·ty, all dc3ks, cases, a.nt.l othc;,· fur:1iturn aDll fixturns, and nll l>ook11, maps, bJaohe, 

st.'\tionory: a.nd other articles, which ha,·e either lJ;.!ell furuishod to Ltim a.s postmaster, or have been 
oh:ugcd and allowed at any time, whether as con�!ngcut oxp!:?nses iu tho <}Ua.!·tcrly account, or as items ia 

ihe commission, emolument, or other a-::count, uud which may rcm::Uu on hand when the vacancy or 
..ti&c.ont..i.nuance occurs. 

&c. 20. Every postmaster, in addressing tho Dr-pnrtmont, should be careful to write the no.me of his 

otfice, County and Stn.tc, at the hc:.d of his.letter, and to avoid writing upon more than one subject in tho 
siamo letter. Ho shoulJ then post.mark _the letter with tho name of hi<; otfico and State, as well a.a date of 
wl\iliag, a.nd.addroaa it to the pro1Jer bureau. 

C H A PTER I I .  

MAKING UP THE HAILS. 

&c. 21. The maile were eatnlilh;hi:d for the transmission of intelligence ; the artJclos, theretbre, proper 
to be &cnt tn them are lottcrs, ucw.-;papcrs, pamphlets, and other printed matt<3r, including parcel1 and 

Uound boob not weighing oYor :our pounds. 

REGULATIONS. 5 
·'!···i:. 2:?. Pacli;cts of every <lt'scr:iption, weighing more than four pountls nra to be excluded, excepc 

J1tilol:c docum�nts. printNl hy onlC'r of either House of Congrcs:J, or such pnlilieations or books as have been 
•H· irny J,e pu\.llisi1e1l1 procured or 11urcltased, by or<ler of either House of Congress� or joint resolution of 
tA1" twoJ !.fonscs, and Jo:;g:Hlly franked. 

.'t'.•t:. z:J. IJrttcrs rcc'..'h-ed to IJc> i;ent by mail, should bo carefully markfld "·ith the name or the po� 
1.d'fir::� at which thry arc rcc�ivetl, n.ud the aLhrcviu.tet.l name of tho State or Trrritory� the day of the month 
·m which they R.r.c fvrwarJe::.l in th� mail, nnd the rntc of postage cha.rg:ea.lilo on them; or if they be free, 
wil l !  t.ho word Fl'cc. 'fhr. name, <late, 1md Pree, may 1.tc either written or etarupctl. 

..-.:i:c. �4. Letters, however, mu�t b?ar post-mar!(, aurl po�t hills must bear the dato on which the mail 
r.ont�iniug them is a.ctua.lly srnt off, nHhou�li thr•y may h:\vc bc�m ma.do up on a previous day. The poe;.

l1il1.�. a.'! to yc:i.r, month, and lhy of the mmith, shouhl be fully :incl plainly written. 

·'"'('. 2� Postmaster� will carefully nssort tho letters dcpo�itcd in their offices for m:iiling:, and will mail 
t.fl.-.m :l.'i fo 1Jlf)ws. to wit:  

EVl'!"Y pri<itma.'itl"r will mail and po�t!Jill direct to the plrtco addre11scd, 1st, all letters for his own State 
•If' 1'.·;-;· !i.vry: 2(1, all It ur.r�, for !JllSt oflit.:cs in othc1· Stu.le:i amt Tcrritorie�, which should not pa&H through 

a. .ti.;��: i .utin,; onkc on their pro!J<'I' route to the omce of t.l.clivcry ; a.n<l 3t.l., all letters on which thti in!'trul·· 
tio•,1 "· 11VJil di.rect ·' sl1:dl be writtt'u. 

L••t'. .... r . .: uot rrquirc1l hy the foregoing proYhlions to Uo ma.ikd direct shall bo postliillert and m:iilOO to 
th ' l!::�t.riiiutin.g- omce throur�h wllich th('y shonlclfirst p� on the proper route to the plnco of their dcsti
u:t t ;  1:\-tmkss the mnili11g ojjice be a distrilmtinoo.tfice. 

_, ..... :..'.·�. Each p:1c!,:i.�0" eontain:n;;: kLkr8 mailed u.nt.l. po.itbillcd direct should he plainly directed on tM 
•)uf,,;,Ju with th� name of tho omcc to which it is to be sent, and of tho county and St.nte in which such 
<•i1i .�(� i.:; 5:t.ua.tcd. 

.'i·',I';. :r.. Pac�.:a�es cont:i.ining letters for distribution should be 11la.inly directed in tho s.'\.mo m3Jlncr, 

wiili t.:1c :vldition of Lhe ktkrs '=J). P. O." (for distributing post office) afLel' the name of the office. 
Se:·. �S. The number of letters and amount of po!'.lta.gc nrCI to he cnteretl under the proper headB in tt•• 

p .. .>.>t. 1 . : t J ,  to l,c t1{!nt. wi:h them. The u�mm;: of the offices from and to which they arc sent should np}>E'3or 
in 1J1�ir propur places at tho top of tho bill, which must be pin.inly d:itcd and slgn'Jd by tho postmMWr. 

C H A PT E R  I l l .  

RECEJVING AND DISPA 1'CHING MA ILS. 

Sx. 29. A po:.tma..•;t.er will aiw:ays he in rendinNt."l, in person, or by bis D.&1istnn�, to receive the ma.il 
... ·ti�a it aniv>!s, u.nJ. di<ipatch it with all po!'.Sihle expedition. 

.S·:c:. :)1). Jf no !'lpccial order upon the suhjcct ha.s been made in ro:;::ird to hi� office, ho is allowed 8CTCD 
miun t•",;:; only to chrng;� the mail. 

Sec. 31. ·way officC's on ra.ilro�d.-s will Uc snppli!i!<l liy the cxchaugin:; of pouches as tho cars paM, witl1-
rmt wi:lt.in3' for time to clrnnge tho mail, nnd poatma.:itcr3 at such offices should ba.vc tho maiht ready when 
�·" ca.-s ::UTivc. 

S,·c. 32. Jf tile mnil Uc carried in a stu.ge, coachi or sulky, it will be tho duty of the cirivcr to deliver it 
� r.c.v th1� door of flu! po8t office ns Lio can eomfJ with hi� vehicle, but not to leave hia hof808 ; And .he 
•houtd not Ix: pcrmittctl to throw tho mail on the ground. 

S:r.. 33. The p::>st.mMter will never d'.:t,i� : a m:1:l beyon:J tho timo fixed for its departure, except in 
1nm�wmro Of3J>ecinl instructions rcccivctl frou the D�pa�tmcnt. 

&c. �. When the m:iil i:i to rem.a.in but a fow minntos ot his offioo, bis mail Mhould be made up and 
rea::ly lo be put in Lo the mn.il-ba.g IJcfore thu timo when it usually e.rrivCfl . 

• ..Y'I;. 30. Ho will stop e.ll 11nckets which he finds going in th9 wrong, and put them in tho right direction. 
Su. 3G. Jn ca.s� ofa failure of the mail, he will forwn.rt.l. all tho pa.ckct'J by tha next trip. 
.sec. 3i. lt i:t inadmi:3sible to send letters in a canvaaa bag without a look, unlees they aro en.clOIOd io a 

:o.cked bng. 
Sec. 38. Never deliver the mo.il bag to the carrier withoui boing c�rtfUn tbM it ls locked. 



6 REG ULATIONS. 

C H A PT E R  I V .  

OPENI"YG OF THI:." Jf,IIL. 

.c;.x. 39. Upon the arrh·at of t.he mail at any post offico, the packets :i.ddrc3sed to that office, and 110111> 
o<.hcr, should lie opened, and the postmaster will find with each oni! a \Jill of the coul"lltd1 called a post 
bill. CompRrc t h is lJill with tlw contents, amt if they do n0t ngn:r, note upon the I.Jill the amount Clf the 

ditfcrt-ncc, and whether 1mdcrclwrgcd or 01'erchar9c<l. 

Sec. 40. E\·cry pmitmnst<'r will thrn look over the letters thn� rccl'iv<'d, to sec if the po�t:q;cs be propcrl,'f' 

cfJarg.Jd or marked on thrm. amt correct the ratf's on the le:ttcr.'l, where he find� nii:;takcs, noting tlltt 

a.mount corrcctctl on the Uill, as under or O't•crcltar9cd. 

&c. 41. ]f n. postma.st<'r firnls any lct tc-rs that arC" 11ot for his ll<'li\'cry, aud arc mis-i;;cnt to his off.cc, hf' 
will put them in tile proper J>lacc t,1 be forwarJcll, noting on the !Jill the amount fo:-w:.inkd1 and writiug 

oo the letters the wor<ls " mine"t and forwarded," with the date. Tiley :sl1ouhl Uc forwanlcd by the firt-1t 
mail. 

Sec. 42. It ia proper to forwnnl a letter when duly rcCJ.ncstc<I. When forw:lrdcd, no sulJi1ional po�t�e 

1hould be chnre;c<l, if the ktt1·r, contrary to its ad<lrcss1 ha.s been rnis-s..:ut. 1 f it has bet•n ecnt accordin� 

to it.a address. and thc·n forw:irJ..:J, it must be charged with addit ional postage, nt the prt-J1U.id rntc>, :icconl

ing to dista?1cc>, c�tal>lishC'd l>y the :ict. of March 3, 1855, which additional postni;c tuay iJc paid <'it.her at 
the forwarding uflicc or at the office of dcl i nry . 

&c. 43. A postnrn.stcr will not suffer any package to be opened which is uot addressed to his onicc� nor 

any addressed to his om.re to Le (lpcned hy persons not duly authorized. 

&c. 4-t U11on mak.in; up the mail, it i:i the duty of every postm�ter, wl1en ho knows that auy ll'ttn 

ht..a been Hle:;<ally franked, or that the frank on any ll•ttrr is forg<'d, to Ln.' at the �amc- ns unpaid ; unrl 

the poetma�tcr nt th<' omcc or UcJh·<'ry of any letter which he knuws has IJ:.!�·11 il11.•;;ally fra11k1.11. or '1c 
.. ·bi.;h the frank has l>t'Cn furgcd1 is <lircctcJ. to charge such letter with the kgal 1wz.tagc. 

Sec. 4.5. Having carefully examined the post bills, oml fomu.l tllcm rig:l1t 1 or di�co•crcd llml ('Orrcctc<.! 

their errors, as well in c a .. -;t in g up, :is in the particulars otbovc nwntio111•J. ewry postma;:h'r will <'Utc·r 

their contents in the Acer.uni of mails rccefrcd, stnting the name uf the oflice (anJ State, if it i!' ont of hi1 

owo,) from wh ich each Lill c:>.me. 

&c. 46. F.Hry poi:.;tmaatcr will enter the amount of unpn.i<l lcttcrs, as i t is charg<'d in the biil, whl'th1.:r 

tho chMge be correct or erroneous. If erroneous, it fall$ cithc>r umler the <lcnomi n:\til1n Clf 1111drrcl1arg<Xl 

or 01·trcharged, nod by nn entry of the sum, multr or oi-uchar9ed1 in the proper column, that f"rTOr ir: 
baJanC(!d. 

C H A PTER V. 

TIAIE .ALL O WED FOR CLOSJNG MA ILS. 

&c. 47. The great m:tils arc to be closed nt all distributing offices not more th:i.n one hour btforc lht· 
tim� fixed for t heir dcparturt• ; nm! all other mails at those offices, u.1H.I :ill mail:t at all 01hcr office!, not 

more than half no hour before thnt time, unless the departure is between 9 o'clock, P. �1., and 5, A. M .. ii. 
which case the mail is to be closed a.t 9, P. M. 

C H A PTER V I .  

HAILS FOR DISTRIBUTION, IN IVZUT MANNER T O  BE N.ADE UP. 

Ste. 48. Distributing offices are established to insure certainty and regularity io the tranemiMion of 

letters and packcte between remote points : Rnd to this end, beeidcs the u�ual business of a po8t office. 
cutrun peculiar duties are performed therein. 
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&c. 49. All post bills sent from distributing offices a.re to be filled accordiog to the directions in cba.pter 

2: with tho contents of each p1LrCC'l, and addressed either to the particular office to which the letters are 

destined, or to the proper d hstributing office as such. These post bills are then to be dated, a.nd entered 

in the Account of mails swtfrom the diitrilnding office. 

Sec- 50. _>.., postmaster at a distributing office will not open and distribute a maiJ which is addressed to 

inotller office. 

&c. 51. If letters !Jc sent hy a.ny postma.ster to a distributing office, when they should have been mailed 

direct to the offices to which they arc addressed, the postmaster a.t such distributing office will request the 

post.ma.slC'r so sc111ding to correct his practice; and if continued, report him, for auch violf\tion or inEtruc 

tious, to tlte appointment office. 

CHAPTER V I I .  

DELIVERY Al>tD RETURN O F  LETTERS. 

&c. 52. The per�ons entitled to letters received by ma.it, aro thoBo whoae namea are in the addrees, or 

to whose care they may be directed . 
&c. 53. The delivery should be either to the person addressed, or according to his order. The order iB1 

in some cases implied, 115 where n person is in the habit of receiving bis letters through bis son, clerk, or 

servant, and of recognising the dclinry to him. 

&c- 54. I f  a Jetter appear to be of YtLluc, it will be safest to require a written order for its delivery, W 
tho person calling, if he be not the person a.ddreased . 

Sec- 55. ] f tllC're be two or more persons of the S:l.me nnme, and a letter intended for one is deUverd to 

another, the postmash'r will r seal the letter in tho presence of tho person who opened it, and requ08t 
birn to writl' upon it the words, ''Opened by mt through mistake," aod sign his nam e ;  he will then replace 

the letter in the office. 
Sec. 56. To prl."\"ent fraud, the postmaster will be careful not to return any letter put into bis odlce for 

transmit5sion liy mail1 unless to the writer thereof, or some one presenting bis written order. 

Sec. 57. And to enable him to know thl\t the person R.p plying for the return ora let ter is the writer, be 
m11.y require him, or his messenger, to exhibit to him the same superscription and seal that are upon the 
letter. And if t.he postmaster is satisfied that tho hnndwrit.ing and seal are the same, be wm returo the 
tett.c r ;  taking I\ receipt, and preserving it with the paper containiog the Buperscription, and the order, if 
one were SC'nt. 

Sec. 58. A letter bca.ring tho fr:1.nk of an individual may be returned to him, or his order. 

Sec. 59. When a letter i:J d"'livercd, and the postage paid thereon, the postage should not be returned 

aft.er the letter h:ui been opened, cxcP.pt in ca.sea where the pastmaster is satisfied it has been opened by 

the wrong p�rson through mistake, in which event the letter should be restWed, and a memorandum or 
the mistake mfl.de tL.:reon in wi-iting. 

C H A PTER V I I I .  

LETTER PO.ST.AGES. 

Su;. 60. Thn Act of March 3, 18551 requires postage on all letters, except those to foreign countrie� 

n.nJ to offic..!rs of the government having the franking privilege, and on omcial bueinesa, to be prepaid, 

from 11.nd after the first day of April, 1855, by &tamps, stamped envelopes, or money ; and it further 
provide� that, from and after the first day or January, 1856, all postage, as a.foreaa.id, ahn.11 be paid by 
stamps or stamped envelopes, exclusively ;  pre-payment in money being prolnl>ited from and after the tut 
mentioned da.te. 

&c. 61. Pr&payment on drop lettcra la optiona.J.. 
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SEC. W. Rates of Letter Postag,. betu·ecn oJfices in the United Sta/cs, and lo and Jrc-m 
Canada and the other British Norlh American I'ro1Jince3. 

Sec. G3. The mode of computing tl1e rates upon intanrt lcttCrs-i. t. lf'tt!'rs from one office within Uio 
United States or 'fcrritorh·s to an0lhcr, nud alrn 11po11 lctll'rs Li:hHl'll tlic li ti i !<.:ll Swtcl" 1111tl tile Erilifh 

Nortll American pnn·i11ccs-i� to Uc as fulluws, to wit : Single rate. i � uot t:-.C.:L''11i11t,;: lial f an oti11cc; dou
ble ratC'1 if (•Xct•t.>ding: half an ounre, but not cxccl·din� nn oune<:: trtLlc ml•!, if e x ct·cri i n �  ;:n 01 inr:•, lmt 

r.i::.t exct•cdi1';; an cunr-c und a lmlf; and so on, cl.inrging an at.lditiunn! r:i.tc for cn•1·y cL1Ll i ;.;onr:.l half 
ounce or fraction vf half 3.n ounce. 

The mode of conq1uti11g rates upon letters to GrPnt Ilrit1tiu, nnd to all otht>r foreign cCJuntrirs, the 
Briti�h ?\orth American provinces excepted, hi stated i n  Sections 10[1. HlG nnd•lC'i. 

Sec. &t All clrvp·kttcr@, or letters placed in nny post office, not for transmi:;slon, but for <lcli,·ery onty. 

11h:tll 1Je cbur;;ed with postage at the rate of one c�·ut each. 

Se.c. 65. The 10 or 15 cents (nccording to the dii-taoce,) pnyi:: for the sin�le lct.tcr from nny post offir6 
in the Uuitcd St:ttcA, to nny po6t oflice in eitlt(•r of the llriti11h l'\orth Aml'rican provinr:cfl ; nnd ?'t'ce1·crsa: 
pr"'-paym�11t is optional in citlrnr country, but a. prc-paymunt of any tliin� 1c.i:;� tlrnu the full rate if not 

to Uu rc;unled. 
'l'be six peuce (6d.) lilld sl1illing marks of prc-p&ynwnt in Urn Uritish North American provinces will 

00 rcco�nizcc.1. 

&c. 66. The distnnc:<' nccoraingto which postage iE c1ungco.ble� iit thut OD the post road from one office 
to another, upon wtiicl1 the mail is conveyed. 

&c. 61. Lt:ttf!rS should in all co.ses lie sent by the most expeditious routes, u1:1lcss otherwise onJcn:�d by 
tb., person stinlling the same. 

Sec. GS. It is a. pC'nal ofience to d('po�itc in nny post omce to bf! ('nnve�·c>d in th� rnnil, ,.,.itliin the Uoit
ed Statcs, any eu\'clupo or 11ackct containing; letters adlln·f!SC'd to different pC'rsons. 

Sec. 69. Letters a:itl packets that nm ca.rricd on nny of tht' 'nLtiml of the United Et:\trs. iu vcm:1rls, un� 
der nu urrnng{'nu.:ut w i t h  the Dqmrtmcot: arc SMIJjcct to the sauu• 1-osta.;o :is if cnrricd iu the mail over-
land. &e also St.-;lion 11-l on this J)oird . 

.sec. iO. Letter postage is to he cl1argcd OD all handbills, circulars, or other printed matter which tihall 
contain any mi\nuscript writini; whatever. 

&c. 71. Postnia.�tcrs will chilr:;c letter posta.ge on all 11u.c1:cl8 that nre closely cnvelopod and sealod, 80 
ibat their content3 cannot be known. 

Ste. i2. Daguerreotypes when sent in the ma.ii should be rated and charged with letter pootage by 

weight. 

&c. 73. The act of March 3, 1855, making no provl:tion for unpm'd letters to plnces wilMn the lfni(ed 
..siatu-on th6 s;une or day follow in:; any euch unpa.iJ letter or IC'ttrr3 being put into a post office, the 
1�0.11tm�ter thcn!or will vo.:1t up conspicuously in his omcu a llit of the se.i.uc, tit11ting t.lrn.t they a.re held 
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up for postage. Any unpnid lcttrr�, t.1rr.ppctl iuto the mnil ca.rli io l>c forwarded, must bo deposited by 
tho route ag:cuts in the post office nt or nearest the point whcro they uro received, and tho pootma.ster 
will add thci;n to his li.-;t, stating that they were 1mt into tho cars unpaid. If not attended to, oll such 

lrtt1:r.:! muitt Uc returned monthly to the cknd letter office . 

• Xe. 74. Letters nrn.iled in tho <'ara can ht! prcpn..it.l only by ueiog postage 6tamps or stamped cnvclopee, 

a.nd when not thus pn':mid, it i:'I the duty of l'ostmastcrs to treat all 1rnch letters as unpWd, nlthough 

w:u-kcd " paid "-no route agent bc!ng pc•·mittcd to recch·e pre-payment in money. 

Sr,e.. 76. L<.•ttl'rs part paid !!ltoul<l. l>c cic�patchP-J, charged w itll tllo additional po5tagc due at the pre· 
rt.id rate, acconlin::;: to distance, c�;tahlisilcd hy mid t>.et, except whero the omis�ion to pn.y the correct 
amount Li known to ham liern intcntionnl� when they should Le trcakd the samn as letters wholly 
unpc�itl. 

S'l.. 7G. Dill':i of la<ling nnd nn')('al.,.11 lcttcr� relating exclusively to the whole or aoy part.of the cugo 
u( u. v�.;d or !:!t<'aml1oat, ma.y lm f!cnt on �melt nu�d or slcamboat outside of Urn mail, unless they are 
pJ:u;,,.t iu u.n cn,·clopc with otht•r matt<'r. In the latter ca.sc, the whole packRgo is subject to lotter 
J•O'tt�C. 

·"..c. 7T. The postmaster will pa.y the m:til carrlr:r one cent, if dcmaudcd, for each \l'a7 letter he de.Ih'en 
'"' hlw, a.ud add tba.t cent to tho orcHna.ry po�trge on the letter. 

""" -
0 
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Q Weighing 1 ounce, � or under. 

Onr 1 ounce, and 
not over 2 ounces . 

Over 2 ounces, and 
not over 3 ounces . 

Over 3 ouncefil, a.nd 
not O\'er 4 ounces. 

Q Over 4 ounces, and 

� not over 5 ounced. 

$;> Over 5 ouncefll, and � not over 6 ounces. 

Q Over 6 ouncea, and � not over 7 ounctia. 

Q O'ver 7 ounces, and � not over 8 ouneca. 

When weighing at 
least 8 ounces. 

Q Over 8 ounces, and 

� not over 9 ounces . 

Q Over 9 ounces, and 

� not onr 10 ounces . 

Q Over 10 ounces, and 
� not over 11 ounce!. 

� Over 11 ounce8, and � not oYer 12 ounces. 

Onr 12 ounces, and 
not over 13 ounces. 

� Over 13 ounces, and � not over 14 ounces . 

� I  Over 14 ouncee, and 
not over 15 ounces. 

OTer 15 ouncet1, and 
not over 16 ounces. 
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&c. 79.  E&ch newspaper, or periodical not exccerllng one OUI!ce and a half iu weight, when circulated 

in the Stato where pul.Jlishcd, 18 !Ullject to a. po!tege of one-half cen t only. 

Sec. 80. Small new:;1papers, &c., when sent in pacltcts of less than eight ounces, or to more than one 

addrese, must be rated singly. 

&c. 81. Tho weight of newspapers, perlotllcahl, and other printed matt.er, must be taken or deter· 
mfoed when they are in n dry state ; and when the weight of any book or other pulJJieation eiceed1 
oo� pound, the same progressive rates, above laid down, mugt be cbar�ed for the excess. 

Sec. 82. Newspapers, periodicals, magnzines, book�, or any other printed paper or mutter, must be sent 

without any covers or wrappers, or in covers or wrappers open at the ends or sides, so that the character 
of the matter contained thcrC'in mny be detcrminecl wi t hout removing such wrappers. 

Sec. 83. It will be observed th:it �xccpt in respect to l>ooks, tho postage on nil printed ma.tter to Cali· 
k>r·ufa, Orrgon and Waeh ington Ty. is tLe same ns to nny otl.ier part of the United Sta tee. 

cKC. 84. Quarterly Rate& of Postage, when paid quarterly or yearly i11 advanu, on 

Newspapers and Periodicals, to actual Subscribers. 

� >. i> 
� :.:: � � d � <I.> >. 0 >=. 

i_. � � � � � :s  
·d :.::; .!. 

·� Q.l ·a ] _A_i_"'- � � l � � -"°-Cents I Cent� I Cent� Ccnb I Cent"' Cents Ocnl.!I. 

Wcek.1-;- Ncn 11paprn1 (ont• copy only ) s<'nt by the \, -- -- -- 1 -- -- --
--

pnl>h!ilio1"' to :l.(;t11al 1'nh"cri l1ers \\Jtlun the county I I I I whcrl.! prmt<'ll urn! pul.J 1  ... lt1•tl . . • .  . .  . . . • • • . . . • . . . • . • • • • • • . •  1 . ... . . Free. 
Kows1rnpcrs am! pc1 Hul11 .11,., 1u1t <'XC<' f'!\111:,!; 1% on nee 

1n w,·1ght, when c 1 1 cul.1tl•d in the St.lte ''here pu\.J- 1 
lu�hed . . .. . . .. .. . . .  22% 19% 9% 6Y:i' 3}.i 1� % 

)f('W>ipupri. .. . rn1l 1wnul\u .d�. of tho \\f'Jg;ht of 3 \ I ounc.•.s and under, s1·11t to any pitrt of the Uuitcd I · 
Statc:t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  45X \ 39 JO!�i 13 e� I I� 

t1vcr 3 awl nrlt JJ\'l'r 4 Ullll<'f'." · ·  . . . . 1 91 78 3 'J  2 6  1 3  3 
Ovr.r 4 an1 l ur)t ovC'r 5 nnncl·� . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 1 r .:-�r.�� l  1.17 I 5S}{ 39 I lflj1 4� 
l)vcr a aud not O\"cr 6 ou11ct�s . . . . . . . . .  . . . . , 1 .Si I 1 .06 78 l 5:! 20 12 6 
Over G not.I uot over 7 01111crs . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  2.:27 � ·  l .fl5 9i!.1 1 65 I 3:.?�\ 15 l 7Y, tJver_7��nt OY<'r � �<l . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ... 2.7:1 I 2.�4 l.li 78 30 18 9 

Sa. 85. Ily a joint Resolution of Cong-res!', the Congressional Globe nnd Appendix may also be sent 
frC'e through the mails rn lon g as the same may Ue publhhed Uy order of Coni;ress. 

Sec. 86. Papers nnd Documents relating to the Census, marked "0.fiicial Business, Ct:nsus," have a lik• 
�ri'filege when sent Ly the Ccnsu;, '.\larshals or their Assistant3. 

Ste. Si. If the publisher of o.ny newspaper or periodical, o.fter being three months previously notified 

t.ba.t his publication is not ta.ken out of the office to which it  is sent for delivery, continue to forward 

1uch publication in the mail, the postmMter to whose offico such publication is sent w i11 dispoge of tbe 

1ame for the postage, unless the publisher shall J>A.Y it ; and whenever any printed matter of any 
•esoriptio:1, re<'eived during one quarter of the fiscal yeo.r, shall have remained to the office wit.hon• 

being called for during the 'vbole of any succeeding quarter, the postma.ster at such office will give such 

11.oticl' to the publisher ; and if he fail to pay the postage thereon within a reasonaUle time, will 11ell the 

1&me and cretlit the proceeds of such sale in hia quarterly accounts in the usual manner. A 1imilar 
eourse is to be pursued in reference to pamphlets n.nd magazines publishecl periodically. 

&c. SS. Quarterly paymente in advance ma.y be ma.de either a.t the mailing office or the ofl\ee of 
4eUvery. When made at such ma.Hing office, at the commencement of a. yaar or of a. quarter, (u be 

m�y elect), the publisher must prepare and hand to the postmaster ready fur signature, a receipt fo 
ea.ch po5t office to wh ich the papers a.re to be sent for delivery-stating the number of papers to be 11ent 

t•> 1ucll. poet office, and tbe amount of postage to be paid thereon ;  also, giving the names of each of the 

aubacribcrs. l!pon the payment of the postago the receipts muet be t1igned by the po11tmuter 

at the ma.Uing office. The publisher will then dirP.ct such receipts to the postmasters at th• 

olllcoa of delivery, and they will  be recei\'ed there a.s evidence that the postage bu been duly p&id. To 
entitle them to pu.�frf'..t: throttgh tho mails, such receipts must be left unsealed, endorsed " Post om" 
Bu.ainea-," IWd directed to the postmaster at the office of delivery. The postmasters to whom 1veh 



12 REGULATIONS. 

receipte: have been seot, will be thereby authorized to del iver the pnpers mentioned lo such uceipta·to 

the 11ubscribera thertiin ca.med without further charge for postage. 

SU. 80. When periodicals are printed not oftener t h a n  once a qunrtcr, and nre sent from the oftke 

of publication to l\Ctua.1 subscribers, the amount of poi;;tn.ge bl'ing marked thereon ns prcpnid, 3.t tbe 

ma.illng office, and the name of  that oflice with tho clatu of nmilini; Ucing written or stamped tbel'Con. 
will be aufficlentevldenco to warrant their deHrery wilbout further charge .-S1teh periodico.Ja m:i.1 bt 
prepaid by etamps. 

&c. QO. Publishers of newsp::lpcrs may, w ithout suhjcctin:; them to oxtrn poRtngc, fohl within lbtir 
regular issues a supplemen t, pro,·illcJ tho weight or tl1c wl1olo Jooa not cxccl'U one anll a half ounc<.·• 

within the Stato where printc<l, or three ounces when ecol o ut of tho State. llut in all such c::i..se6, th• 

addod matter must be a g•muine supplcmc11t, or nppcnUngc to tho ncw�pnpcr in question, anti of thc t'sm• 
MSCotial character, convrying intelligence of pn.ssing events of gnn<'r:tl interest. 

Su. 91. PublhJhcrs of ncw::ip�pcrs cannot send F;pccimcn unmborij of lhcir pap�rs to postmra;tu,i .::nd 

ethors, without prepaying postage thereon. 
,'}ec, 92. It is a violation of h\W to enclose or conceal a lcttrr or otli..::r thing, (except bills and rrcci)JIP 

for tiubscription) or to make any mcmornndum in writing, or to print r.ny word of communication, afln 
its publication, upon any nC'wsp�pcr, parnplilrt. mag:!\zine or other 1u-intcJ matter. In oll 1rnch t.'.l.SNI let· 

We post.nge ahoult.l be demnnUc.J, A.ntl: ir the per.o;on aUUr<'si;eU rcfu!)O to pay such letter po'ita.g�, the pac:k· 

a.ge should bJ returneJ to tho Postmhl�r from whc;sc office it c:unc, to prosecute th� semler for the iw.n

a.lty of $5, pre;;cribed l>y the :>Oth section of the act of 1823 : and alt transient prinktJ. matter .shnui<l lJ1 
diltinctly po.stmarktd at the ma£ling o.ffict. 

Su. 03. Any memorandum in writin:;, or hy marks or signs, uron thn con•r c·r wrnpp<'rof a. ncw�pnpcr: 
pa.mpblct, mngazine, or other printed m:i.ttor, other u�:rn the> uamc :rnrl ndtlnss of the person to whom it 

i1' to bo 8ont, aul1jcct<i the pacl.-oge to ldler1>0::ta9e ,· but, in Hach C':t'!<'B, i-h011lrJ tho party arlJrcsimd fa.ii LO pa,.,. 
letter postn.ge, further procC'rdin:;s shoulrJ 1Jt1 W<liHd nnJ the patlrngo 11laccd with tho other refus<'d mat· 

tor i n  the office, there l.>eing no couccaJmrut nor a.ttcrupt nt frnud. 

Sec. 04. Circula.ra, a.dYcrtiscrnents :rnd businci:s earl.ls, not wcii;hing o,·er thrf'o onncf'�, sf'nt :my ()j ... 
taoco io tho United StAtcc;;, u.ro ch:ugf'alJlo with one cent postac;e each '"'hen pn•paid, nn tl two c1·nts cacl1 
wbon not pre-paid. The same rates apply when st>nt in pnck:tg!?�, u11lcAf; the p;wli.:l:;cs bo scall:tl1 l!'O u.1 
to prevent .. the contents from Uciug n.'!certalned. If sca.lc>d, thry arc clmrgeal>le with lcU.cr pcii;tag" ti." 
weight. 

Sec. 95. Bona. fidc sul>scri\.Jcrs to weekly newapapcrs cnn l'Cccive the Ra.mo fre:c of pm!t:lgo, lf  they rc!'lide 

ln t.be county in which tho paper ir:; printed n.nd puLHshct.l., C\"C'U if the office to which the ptlpcr ia l!Cllt i1 
without the county, proYi<.lcd it is the office nt which they rC'gularly receirn tlu·ir m:iil matter. 

&.c. 96. Post.'\g:o cannot be prepaitl on rcguhr newspapers or prriodicnls for n lc>ss term thnn one 'JOBT· 

ter j a.nd in all casl!9 posL<\gc must be paid on such mMtcr a.t the commcnc.:ment of n. quarter. 

S«. 91. Exchange newspapcra and periotlicals, cannot Uc reruailcd without Ueing- ch:i.rg:aable witb 
p08tage. 

Set;. 98. A pa.mpltl.d is a. printed but unbound pul:licntion, relating, solcly1 to soma subjt'ct of Jocul. 

ephemeral or temporary interest or importance only. Ilcnce, w ith the exce11t ion of those not c-0nt:liDfOf; 

moce than 8i:ttecn octavo pages each, for which, under certain conditions, the Act of Au�ust 30, 1852, l..::1.1 
made special provision, no publica.tion, nlthough f,ilUcU nnd unLound, can be permitted to pruis in the mniJ 
u a "pamphlet," instead of n. "book," unless it:t scope l\Dd subjects nro such n.a to bring it fairly wil.bia 

the distinctive definition nbo''<� gi,·en. 

Su rul. A newspaper ie defined to be nny printed pul>lication issued in numl>rrs, and publiEhed at !!horl 

8tated intervals of not more tlrn.n n month, co1n·eying intelligence of passing events. It gcocrally c-0n,i@t& 

.Ca sheet, but ma.y be composed of two sheet.a of paper. 

St:c. 100. Publications borrowing the name, bnYin� the form nnd some of the cha.racteristics of n ncwe
paper, printed for gra.tuit.ous circulation, and depending on their advertisements for support, cannot b• 
aeot by mail gra.tuitously to persoos not actual and b011a fide subscribers upon the footing of newsp!\pPr& 

"aeo.t from the omce of publication to nctua.J and bona fide subscriben." 

REGULATIONS. 
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C H A PTER X .  

SEC. 10 1 .  Po&togt3 t o  Foreign Countriu. 

liS 

Th o  Asterisl< ('") indicates that in cases where i t  is prefixed, pre-payment i s  011tior.nl : i n  all other �&�. 
pro-payment ia required. 

- - - - - - - ----------

I RATES OP POST\GE I RATES OF 
FOR LETTERS / POSTAGE FOR ed t I WEJOHl�G R\LP oz I N'EWSPA PJH>.�. 

�111 the first two columns of thi� l ist, tho ra.tes nam mas '
.
n OR usDrn 1 ____ _ 

nery 111stn11ce bcprt>pn1J, a.nd with 5 cents moro when the leltcr 1s j In npm matl Il i.. : _; >.� · 13� . 
from 01 P.:;;on or Cahforn1n. The 2L c<·nt r:\tc i s  t he U.S. 1 nlnn<.l and 1 to G. Britwn. L -:: o '::; �e t :::: � 't 
Atl::i.ntic Se&, :lml tl11.i 5 c<·nl rnte tllc U. 3. J11l&.ml post.'lgC Only. I n  I e +:- 1 1 � � � 1 � "5 ·e_ : E .o ·P 
the Prussian closcl.l mnil1 (third column,) the rates set tlown arc C."? t;" · -= .:;  ;i. c: ·.:: :> r "C ·� g' 
gencrnlly the full postn.ge to dcstiontio11. New�;papcrs must l>e i ·� � c  ...... lj�£ il �;3 i 1�;§ � 
prepaid. Jn tho B riti:d1 mall, thn .j. cent rn.tc is the U. S. nnd Dl"i· I � ff 1 � � -9 ,  t.J -� .::; 0 � � · � S S 
tish and the 2 cc11t the U. S. 11ost:i�c vuly. J n  tho Prussian m ail, I � .:  1 � &.E ' . � ::3 :� i.t: :1i �.I .E u� � 
the �cl!nt rate is the U. S., British a

.
ntl GNman postage. ti'� � :g t'f1 � ;.O 1 :; ::) � I �? t 

I � � ?." I�� !�� ;l��� 
Cent� . •  Ccut:s. Ccuts. I Cents. 1 Cent-s. 

• .\.ten (Asirl) �ia. SouthRmpton . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .  . 
do. vii\ �larscillt:s .. . . . . ........... . . . . . . . . ..... . ......  .. G:'> 65 : . .\lcxn1ulrctla, . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Alr.xa1nlria. .. . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Alton:\.. . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . .. . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 

4;, 1· 45 . 4 

21 5 40 II 2 I 6 

�t ·1 ::�� � I g Alg:C'ria . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  . 
Anti\·ari . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �} 1 0 40 � ! � 
Asct·11shm, vi:\ 1•:n�lancl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 43 l 45 4 

21 11 5 *30 2 Austria ::rnJ it� States.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.4.ustralia or ;;.ny olhcr forci;n country, hy prh·at.c t!hip, ''in Eng-

land. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 37 4 
Azores, Islam.ls! ,·ia ::;uu�hampton and Li�lJon . . . . .. . .. . .. .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . 
Baden . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �r l �  ·�o 

4 

Iln,•nda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 5 "'�0 
Uol;!;iu1n . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 
Tlcyrout .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... . . . . .. ... . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... · · · · · · · · ·  ... · · · · · ·  
Bo111·l1011 a111l norn�o. T·;land.s of, v i a  Southampton a.nd lntlia . . . . . . .  . . 
llo11rbo111 \•ia Marseilles... .. .. . .. . ... . . . .. . . . . 
Bour�has. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . . . .  . 
Brc1nt'n . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . .  . . .. . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . ... . .. ... ... . . . 
Brunswick . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Rrazil!l, ,-ia l"almonth.. . . . . . . . .  . . . • . . • • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bu<>no.; Ayrl."�, \ ia. Engl:ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
CA'fa . . . . . . .  . . . . .. . .. . .. .. .... .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . 
C1tnn.ry hila11ds, via :England .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .... ... . . . . . . . .  . 
Canclia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 
Canoo . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . ... 

f'A\P� of Oond JI  ope.. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . ... ... ... . . . . .  . 
Cape tlc Vertie islands ................ ..... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
C<>.01110 · - · ·  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  . 
Ceylon, via f-:outliampton... . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

do. vill �l11rscil1C'-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... ..... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
China (except Hong l\.oug) via. fl.lnr�rillC's .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 

do. do. via Sontlmmpton . . . . . . . .  . 
d(I. dfl. via 'l'ric�te ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

C..:inst.'\ntinnpl� . . . . . .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Cuxhn,·('TI.. . .  . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 
])arJaJH:lt{·� . . .

.
. . . . . . . . . ... . . . ... . . . . .... . . . . . , • • • ,  · · ·. · . . .  · · · •· . . . .  · · · · · ·  · ·· ·· • · • • • •  • 

Denmark1 (llc•lsteiu i11cltt1lctl) ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dur.tzzn .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  . 
East lmlies. via Southampton . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . .  . 

rlo. vi:\ !\1:1.rscillc!f .. ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . 
do. ( l•:nglish po�sl'ssions inJ via Trieste ...... . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
do. all other countries io and beyond the .Bast Iudies, via 1.'rieste . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .... ... .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . 

};�pt, (except Alexandria) via Southampton . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
do. do. ''ia Trieste . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

21 5 
21 5 
53 53 
i3 73 
21 5 
21 5 
21 5 
45 45 
45 45 
21 {l 
65 65 
21 
21 
45 
65 
21 
45 
65 
43 
33 

21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
45 
65 

57 

5 
.J:j 
65 

5 
45 
fo5 
41 
33 

5 
5 
6 
5 
5 

45 
t)(j 

do. do. by dosed mail, via Marseille!!. . . . . . . . . . . . .  61 

57 

61 
51 

5 
6 
5 

do. do. by French packet, via �larseillcs..... . . . .  51 
'France ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .  21 
GnlRtz . . . . . . . . . . .. . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 

g:��js�
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t;�

·
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::: :::: : : : :::::::::::::::: I �i 

"'40 

40 
l!!�l) 
*;}0 

40 

*.JO 
•40 

*40 

62 
•40 •30 
*40 
*3;) 

40 

38 

iO 
38 

*40 •4-0 •;.II) 

2 
2 
2 
4 
4 
2 
4 

4 
4 
2 
4 

4 

2 
2 
2 
2 

4 

2 
2 2 2 

6 

e 
6 

6 
6 
6 

6 
6 

6 

13 e 
6 
6 6 
6 

10 

13 

6 e 6 
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14 REGULATIONS. 

'l'b.e Asterisk ("') indicates that in cases where it is prefixed, pre·payment is optional : in all other caeee, 

pt·e-payment. is required. 

4ii"'ln the first two columns of this list, tho rates named must in 

every instance Uc prepaid, and with 5 cents more when the letter is 
from Oregon or California. 'l'lrn 2l cent rate is the U. $. Inland and 

Atla�tic Sea, and tho 5 cent rate the U. S. Inland postage only. Jn 
the Prussian closed mail, (third column,) tbt: rates eet tlown are 

generally the full postage to destination. Newspapers must Le 
prepaid. In the British mail, the 4 cent rate is the U. S. nnd llri
tish, and the 2 cent the U. S. postage only. In the Prussian mail, 
the 6 cent rate is the U. S., British and Germa.n postage. 

Gibraltar ......... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . . .................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Groece1 via Trieste . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

do. ,·ia Mnrseillea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

do. Yia Southampton......  . .. .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Ramburgl:.i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . .  

l{anover ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  . 

Heligohmd, Island of, via. London .. .. . . . . . . . .. . .. ... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  . 

llolla.nd . . . . . . . . . ...... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

Hoo
�0�

oog, 
,
':

i
i
: J::::�!�:�:::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::: ::: : :: ::: ::: :: : :: :: : ::: : ::: 

Ibraila ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . .  . 

Jneboli . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Joninn Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .... ........ ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

It.aly ......... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

do. (elC('pt Lombartly1 Modena, Ptt.rma, Tuscany, o.nJ the Papal 

.Ta.������.:::·.:: ·:.'.:::::·.: ....
.
.
.
.
.
.. ::::.::'.::: ::-.:::::: ::: : : :::: ::: : :: ::: :::::: ::-. : :: :: :  : : : : : : 

Java, via Snuthan1pton . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . ... ............ . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . .  .. 

do. via Mnrscillcs . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

La.rurea ......... . . . . . . . . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . ... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

I.atakia .... . . . .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . 

Le.l>uan, vln Southampton and India... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

do. Vil\ Mnrseilles . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .  . 
I.-auenburg .... . . . . . ...... . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .. . t�!:�t:��� -�·

i
·�:. ��: ·:.: ·::. ·::. ·:.: ·::. ·::. ·::::::::::::::. ·:: :::. ·::. ·. ·. ·.: ·. ·_ .. ·."::::: ·.::: :: ::: : 

WmUardy .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

MadeirA., Islnncl of, via Southampton ...... .. 

Malta, Island of ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

Mauritius, ,·ift. Svuthl'lmpton ... . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

d'l. "Via !tfo.rseilles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

==��i��.����::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ::::::: : : : : ::::: :::: : : : : : : 
b-lodenn. ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ..... ... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  . 

ltfoldA.,'ia .... ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

Moluccas, "Via Soutlu\mpton and India .... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

do. via �t:i.rscillcs . . . . . . . . . .................. . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  . 

:r�.\��
i
:.��� .. � '.�. �:��-���-�-�� ·::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: : ::: � :: : :: : : : : : : : : ::: : 

Na.pies, Kinji!.'dom of . . . . . . . . . .... .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ...... . . . . . . . . . ... . . . ..... . 

New South Wales, via Plymouth .... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .  . 
do. do. ,·ia lt1areeille3 . . . . . . . . ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

New Zea.land, ,· ia Southampton and India, .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . . ... .  . 

do. "Via :\farseilles .... . . . . .............. ........ ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 

N o��h Austral�
·
� :::1 ��� ��:�1rp�·�: �:.�.�-�:.:'. '.'.'.'.". '. :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

do. ''ia Marseilles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . ...... 

Nor"·ay ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. �����-�.��·:::::::::::::::::::.-. ...........

....

.

.

............

.

..... .-::::::.::::: :::::::::::::::�::::: ::·.::: 
���fi�����·i�-.. ��d�:·�i·�-�-;;th"��pu;�·.:::·.::::::::::::::::::: :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  

do. via Marseilles .... . . ... ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Poland ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Portu:;;al, via South&mpton . . . . . . . . . . ... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .  . 

Prevel!la ....... ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Prussia ...... ... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  . 
J?hodes ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  . 

.Boman or Papal States . . . . . . . . . ...........  , .......... , ... , . . . . . . . .. . ... .  , . . .... , . . . 

RATES OF POSTAGE 
Fon LETTERS 

WEIGlll:'<IO 11.\LF OZ. 
on U:'<IOER. 

21 21 21 
21 

21 5 
45 45 
G5 65 
21 5 21 5 
f>3 53 
73 73 
21 5 
21 5 
21 5 
21 5 
65 65 
21 5 
45 45 
65 65 
21 5 
21 I 5 
21 5 :.n 5 
5:1 53 
73 73 
45 45 
21 5 
21 5 
33 33 
43 43 
53 53 
73 73 
33 33 
53 53 
73 73 
21 5 
21 5 
21 5 
21 5 
45 45 
65 65 
21 5 
63 63 
21 5 
� l  5 
21 5 
21 5 

30 
40 

*40 
40 

*33 
*30 

30 
•33 

�30 
40 

"'33 
30 

40 
30 

•46 
.. JO 
•33 

30 

*37 

40 
•au 
••o 
*35 

RATES OP 
POSTAGE POB. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

6 
c 

6 
6 
6 
6 
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The Asterisk (*) indicates that in cues where it ls prefixed, pre--payment ii optional : i n  all other cue 

pre--pa.yment is required. 

BA.TU or POSTJ.G.I 
POB. LrrTZll8 

Wil.GHJNG Bill' OZ. 
&-In the first two columns of this list, the rates named must in oa Ul'fDEB. 

RA.TU or 
POSTA.Oa POB 
NEW8PAPU8. 

Mery instance be prepaid, and with 5 cents more when the letter ia l-Il----.1-,.,--l -----
from Oregon or California. The 21 cent rata is the U. S. Inland and 

n � mat .&J ,... �.bit • �.W • 
to G. Britain. " � g *. 'll._ :::i � il. Atlantic Sea, and the 5 cent rate the U. S. Inland postage only. In � +- a � .J 8 .c::1 ;::s a..c1 ·a 

the Prussian closed mail, (third column,) the rates set down are 

c.-g � 'i £� .� g' 
-a � f' generall y  the full postage to destination. Newspapers must be - ... M g ., �'.E !:: IZl0$ E .a � -� � A.-+:- u'2� o - o _ ..... Q 

prepaid. In the Ilritisb mail, the 4 cent rate is the U. S. a.nd Brt· � e � S'i � :g 5 � a � � S 
ti.sh, and the 2 cent t.he U. S. postage only. In the Prussian mail, � ..,. � �" Ei �Pi: ..ci r.n >. .,00 � 
the 6 cent rate is the U. 8., British and German postage. 00 g .!::: 'r-2' � z =i .� i:i ! i ;::) � 

a .. . � • ..a ;: .. f! e .. 1: 

Russia . . . .. . . . . . . . ...... ................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . .  . 
Salonicn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... ...... . . . . . . . . ..... .. .................. . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
So.msulb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . .. ... . . . . .......... . . . . ........................ . 
Sa.l'Jinia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .............. . . . . . . . . . . ... ... . . . ... ... .............. . . . . . . . . . . 
Sa:couy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ ............ . . . . . . . . . . ..... . .... . . .. .... . .............  . 
Schwerin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . .. . . . . ....... . . . . .  . 
Strclitz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ........ ......... . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Scutari, (A::;ia) ... .. .. . . . ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... ................. . . . . . . . . . 
Smyrna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... ................ . . . . . . .  . 
Sicily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... ..... . . . . .  . 
Sinope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Servia . . . . . . . . ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Sierra Leone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ...... ...... . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
South Australia, via l'lymout.h . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .......................... . 

do. Yia. ?tlarsei.lles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . ... . ... . . . . .. . .. . . .  . 
Spa.in, via Jo�rancc . . . . . . . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

do. via Southnmpton .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Sumatra, via Southampton ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . . . . . . . .  . 

do. or any other place in the Indian Arcbipel&go, via Mar-
seille& . . . . . . . . . ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 

Sweden . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . .  . 
Switzerland . . . . .. ......... ............. ...... . . . . .. . ..... ............................. . 
Syria.1 via Southampton ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... .. . . . . . .  . 

do. via Marseilles, by French packet . . . . . . . ................... . . . . . . .....  . 
do. do. by closed mail . . . . . . . . . . ................................ . 

Ta.ltcha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................................... ......... ................ . . . . . .  . 
Tenedos . . .. . . . . . . . ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... ................ . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Trebizond e  . . . . . . . . . . .......... ........ . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Tuloza . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... ........ . 
Tunis, via Marseillca, by French packet . . . . ................ . . . .... . . . . . . . . .  . 
Turkey (in Europe) and Turkish Islands in the Mediterra.nean-

e:tcept as herein mentioned .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... . . . . ........... . . . . . . . . .  . 
Tuscany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... ............. . . . . . . . .  . 
Va.Iona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... .......... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ .................. . 
Van Dteman'e Land, via Plymouth ................. ............... ............  . 

do. do. by Australian mail packet, via England. ..... .  . 
Varna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .... .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . .. ...........  . 
Venezuela, via Southampton ................... .......... .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Venetia.n States ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ................... . ... . . . . . .  . 
Victoria, (Port Philip) via Plymouth .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. ... . . .. . . . .  . 
Volo . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . . .. . 
Wallachia . . . . . . . . . .......... ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ................ . . .... . . . . .  . 
West Australia, via Plymouth ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . .............. . . . . . . . . . .  . 

do. by direct Australian packet, Tia .England .... . . . . . . .  . 
Wurtemburg ...... ..................... ....... . . ... . . .......... . . ........ . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

I:) >.  =i �  � ::: � � C, jl.j � g,, � � £ � Q)  � � Gf  � � i"  -- -- --- --- ---
Cents. Centi, Cent.. Centa. Centi. 

21 5 •37 6 
21 5 •40 2 6 
21 5 •40 2 6 
21 6 •38 2 6 
21 5 •so 2 6 
21 5 •so 2 6 
21 5 •so 2 & 
21 6 SO 2 6 
21 6 •40 2 6 
21 6 80 2 6 
21 6 40 2 6 
21 6 SO  2 6 
46 46 4. 
33 33 4 
43 43 
41 41 
78 73 4 
53 63 4 

73 73 
21 6 •42 2 
21 6 036 2 
57 67 ' 
61 51 
61 61 
21 6 040 2 
21 6 40 2 
21 6 040 2 
21 6 040 ll 
61 61 

21 6 so 2 
21 5 •35 2 
21 6 '° 2 
46 45 4 
33 33 
21 6 0(-0 2 
46 46 4 
21 5 •30 2 
45 46 4 
21 6 '° 2 
21 6 so 2 
46 45 4 
S3 S3 4 
21 6 •so 2 

• 
6 
& 
• 

6 
6 
6 

6 
6 

.., 
r;· 
"' 

.... -
� 
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BY THE KEW YORK AND BREMEN LINE, DIRECT. 
Centi!. 

Bremen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . ... . .. ..... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *10 

Altona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... .......... . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . ........ .......... .......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . ..... •22 
Austria, empire of (including Hungary, Oalacla, Lombardy, Venice,) &:c .. . ... .. . ... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  •u 

BaTaria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *1� 

Brunswick . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. -to 
Hamburg . . . . . . . . . .. .................... ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .....  •1$ 

Hanover . . . . . . . . . . . ....... ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ............ .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ...... ... ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... •16 

Lubec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... •1$ 

Mechlen burg-Schwerin . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · · ·  · .. .. ... . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  •16 

Mechlen burg-Strelitz . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ........ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . ....... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  •16 

Oldenburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..........  · .  ·· · ·. · · · · · · . . . . .  · · . · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . •13 

PrwsiA., kingdom and provinces of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . ... ... . . . . . . .... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  •16 

Sa.xe-Alten burg . . .. . . . . . .... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ..... . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . .  · . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. .... .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. •J� 

S&xony, kingdoo1 of .. . ... . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . ........... . . . .  , . . ... . . . . . . . . . .  •1� 

All other Oorma.n States, cities and towns ....... ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . .  •22 

Alexandria ...... . . . ... . .... ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30 

Constantinople . . . . . . ................. . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . ........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .. ... ... . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  •33 

Corfu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30 
Denmark . . . .. . . . . .......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...  •27 

Greece . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  •33 

Italy, (except IA>mbardy and 'renice,)........ ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ... .. ............. . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . ...... 38 
Malta, Island of. . . ....................... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . ......................... . .... ..... ... ... . . . . . . .  . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ......... 00 
Netherlands, The ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . ................................... . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  •26 
Norway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .... ... . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  lt37 
Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .......... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *211 
Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .  •29 

Schleswig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... .............. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . . . . . . . ...... ...... "21 
Sweden . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *33 
Switzerland . . . .. . . . . . . . ................... . . . .. . . .. . . . . . ....................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ...................... .  � 
Walla.chi& . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . . . . . . . . . ......... 30 

Newspapers tent from the United States by the Bremen Line, 3 cents each, prepayment required. Thil 
pays to any part of the German Austrian Postal Union. 

Newspapers ""Ctivtd by the Bremen Line are in like ma.oner prepaid in Germauy, 
On Pamphlets, Maga.zines, and other printed matter, 1 cent an ounce, or fraction of an ounce, must be 

prepa.ld at the mailing flfflCe when sent from, and collected at the office of deli\'ery, when receiTed in, the 
Unlted States. Thia ia the U. S. postage only. 

Newflpapere, 2 cents each, pr&-payment requlr�d. Letters of the weight of Y.; oz. a.nd under, by th• 
Ha.ne line, a.re subject in France, to an additiona.l poetage of30 centimea,(6 cents,) if destined to Hane ; 
and 60 centimes (12 cents,) if destined to any other part of France or A1geril\. These rates are reapeo
tinly doubled on letters over � oz., and not o,·er � oz., a.n. addition&! rate being charged for each addf · 
tlona.1 � oz., or fraction thereof. 

} •10 cents, whAn not OTeT 8,000 

ea;�� �Ja !��n�:���u�ran:.����-' . .  ��-
i
.�� .. �.���·.· ... I.���-�-�� 1 5 

n
��

l
��d�r�be��eJ�n���:���� 

3,000 miles. 

Newspapers and periOflicAla are chargeable with the regular United States rate11 to nnd from the line, 
which poet.age muat all be pa.id in tho United St.it.ea. Edit.on, �owever, may e:r.cb.a.nge free of o;i;:pen.11. 
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UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

Great B;i.min !'-nd Ireland, by either U. S. be &dded when to or from QJifornla or Oregon. Pr&-
} •24 cent.I, {California and Oregon· excepted) 6 cent.a to 

or Unt1sl1 hue.................................... payment optional. 
On either a letter or pR.Cket of any weight, the wllok postage or none at aU 1hould be prepaid. If any 

thiog leu tha.n the whole Is prepaid, no account le ta.ken of It, and it U mtirt.ly lott to Utt lt:f'lder. 
In respect to British Ma.its, where the officiRl postage entrlell on the lettera recei'red are in red Int:, the 

letter i1 be con1idered a.a paid, and 11 to be delivered accorclingly; where In hlack Ink, a.s unpe..ld, and 
the postage Is to be collected. Postage in aucb ca.sea is either wholly pa.id or wholly unpaid. Tbd credit 
and debit ftguree on such letters show, on the paid letters, the amount to be credited to the United States ; 
on the unpaid letters, the amouut ch&rged to the United State11 by England ; and these figures, 113 centl," 
" 19 ceotl," 11 5  cents," " 21 cent.I," le., are solely for the convenience of the exchange offtces in keeping the 
account with the British PoetOfftce. 

Newepnpera :2 cents each, pre-payment required. Pamphlet& and perlodlcal12 cent11 Heh, if not weighing 
oTer two ouncH, and 4 cent.a an ounce or fraction of an ounce, If they exceed two ounces, to be collected in 
all c88<".s io the United States. AH such printed matter ie subject to Ute additional charge.a in Great Brl· 
ta.in, e&eh country collectlng its own postage on printed mR.tter, whether the same is sent or receivOO.. No 
pamphlet can � sent weighing over 8 ounces, an! no periodical over 16 ounces, without being 1ubject to 
letter postage. Neither pampbletl nor periodicals are entitled to conveyance through England. 

NewspApers, 2 cente each, pre-p&yment required. The above Is the United States poet.age only. Except 
for Acapulco, on the Paciftc, &nd vicinity, the mails for Medco wUI be despatched by the U. 8. ma.11 atea.m· 
ehip liue from Nt>w Or1eana, via Tampico to VeraCru&, three times a month. 

West Indies, A:c.., British, Tiz ................. . . ...... . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l 
.l.ntigua. . ..... . . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . • . .••.•................• . . • . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • •  

BarbMoea .... ... ................................................. ......... .............. . 

Ba.ha.ma11 .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 
Berhice ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

Carriac<10_, ,, .......... ....................... . . . . ..................................... . 
l>emt:ir&rL....... •. • ... •. • ... ••• ... ••• ••• ... . ........ .. .. . . .. • . .  • • .. ... .. • • ... .. ......... 

J I>ominica. .......... . . .......... ... .................. ...... . . . . . . . ...................... . 

Esaequibo ............... ......... . . . .................................................. . 

Grenada ...... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .............. .. 

Janu\iCA ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .................. ............... .................  . 

lfonblerra.t.. Nevis ........ . . . . . . . . .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . ........... . 

St. Kitt'1, St. Lucia.. ................ ...... ... ............ ............ ......... ...... . 
St. Vincent.. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Tortola, Tobago, Tri.nlda.d ...... ......... ...... . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 

New1p1.pera, 2 cents each-Prepayment required. 

IO cent., whoni diatanoe from tho 
m&iling omce doee not exceed 
2,500 miles ; and 

20 cenu, where diFtance exceeds 2,000 miles. Prepayment r&
qulred being U. 8. pootap only 

West lodiA !alandl (not Brlt!.h) ewopt Cnb&. • . • • . • • • • . . ••.•••••...•...••• 

Tu.rk '11 111lAnd ..... . ... ... . ............................. .... . . . . ... ... ................. . 

CarthA)leD& ••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ,., . . . . .. . . . ..... . 
Bonduf'tl . ..... .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. � . ................ . . . . . . . .......... . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . :t h�:Jk.��::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

mailing office doe11 rwt u.ceed 2,600 mlleo; and 

{ M oo..W, wh.,.. c!Utance�m tho 

'4 oenta, wllere &""'"" a.....ia ��IDl�l:;:'� 
........ 
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Newspapers sent, 6 cents each, prepayment required. On papers received, the rate to be collected. is 2 
oent8 onJy, the British postage being prepaid. 

t To St. Thomas and the other Danish lslam.l.5, by U. S. Pacl.:tt to Kingston, the single ralo is 18 c,enti. 
u nder 2,500 miles, and 28 cents over 2,500 miles, pre1)aymcnt required. 

Quito . . . . . . . . .  do. . . . . . . ... . . . . .. ... .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

�., • .. . . ... ,�;m> ·· · · · ·· · . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ······· · · · · · · · · · · · · . . . . . . ... • -• � ••••• - ;  "'""" 

Guayaquil, (Ecuador) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . ... ... .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. ... . .. . . . . . . } 
�2�;�/;(i�::i�.�·::'.i//::/.: .. ::i::':

·
:
·
:'.'.:'.�:::.: :::::::

·
:
·
: .::: ·:::;:: .

·:�:: · 24 f !��;:srf i�r���f &:�;; 
S. Ia;;o . . . . . . . . •  do . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Newspapers sent, 8 cents, an<l newspapers received, 4 cents each, to l>e collected in the United Stntc�. 

l..ambayeque .. do . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Hunnchaco ... do . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. ....................  . 

Casmn ..........  do. ............ ... . . .  ... ........ ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32 cents on lette1·s St'.nt ,· being tin� 

Payta ........... (Pcru) ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) 
Huacho . . . . . .... do. ....... . . .. .  ... . . . . . . . . ....... ......... . . . . . . . . ...................  United States nnd foreign post· 
Callao ........... do. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .... .. . ... ... ... . . . . . .  . . . . . . • • . . . .  age. Pre-payn1ent required. 
Lima ............. do. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... ................. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 cents on letters 1·cce:ived; boiug 
Pisco ............  do. ....... ........... . . .  . . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  the United States postage only. 
Islay ....• . . . . . . . .  do . . ........... ... ... ... .......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Arica ............ do . ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . lquique ......... do . ............ ............... ................. ..... . . . . . . ..........  . 

Newspapers sent, 8 cents, and newspapers received, 4 cents each, to be collected in tlrn United States. 

{ 28 cents on letters sent ; being the 
Bogota ......  New Grenadn............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . .  

�
g
�i

.
tei��;!;::

n
�o�=�g

u
�!C:.t· 

Buenaventura do. . . . . . . . . . . ................... ...... ······ ·· .... ······ ······ 26 cente on letters rll'-ived ,· being 
the United States postage only. 

Newspapers aent, 8 cents, and newspapers recoiYed, 4 cents, to be collected in the United States. 

Australia, by private ship from New York, 5 cents, prepayment required. 

New1pepen and periodicals must be pre-pa.Id the regular domestic rates to San Francisco. The raM 
payable on letters at the point of deetina.tion in the Sandwich Islands 18 6 cent11, and on newepapen 2 

centa each. In China and New South Wa.les the ship posta.g_,, it is under.stood, is comparatively trining. 
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&c. 102. V At.UABLE LETTERS, addressed t o  Germany, or any part o f  the German Austrian Postal Union, 

by the Bremen 1ine Ma New York, or by the Prussian closed mail via New York and Boston, will be 
registered on the application of the person posting the same, in the same manner and on the same terms 
RB those deliverable in the United St&tes,lprovided that tht:i full postage chargeable thereon to destination, 
together with a regittratWnfu office anti on ta.ch lt.thr, is prepaid at the mailing office. 

Sec. 103. ON PAMPHLETS AND MAGAZINES, to or from the west coast of South America, the United States 
postage is four cents, and to or from all other foreign countrieB (except Great Britain and the British 

North American Provinces M above,) one cent a.n onnce or fraction of an ounce, to be collected in all 
ca.ees in the United State•. 

&c. 104. Newspapers and Periodicals to foreign countries (particularly to the continent of Europe) 
must be sent in narrow bands, open at the sides or end; otherwise they are chargeable with letter postage. 

Sec. 105. All letters to an!l from foreign countries (the British North American Provinces excepted) 
are to be charge<l with ainglo rate of postage, if not exceeding tho weight of half an ounce ; double rate, 

if exceeding J1alf an ounce, but not exceeding an ounce ; quadruple rate, if exceeding an ounce but not 
c:.:ceeding two ounces, and so on, charging two rates for every ounce or fractional p&rt of an ounce over 

the first ounce. As this rule differs from tltat followed in respect to domestic letters, great care is requisite 
to prevent mistakes. Postmn.sters should be careful, also, where the postage is prepaid to collect the 
proper amount. They should be particular to notice the route indicated on the envelopes of letters, an<l 
to collect postage accordingly. Letters mailed o.t some offices, marked "tiia Engla.nd1" or " t:ia Prussian 

Clcsed Mail," for a German State, are frequently tAken upon the prepayment of Bremen rates, and tbO:iO 
marked " i-ia Bremen," at Prussian closed mail rates, &c. 

Se.c. 106. If letters for foreign countries, marked " Paid," arc dropped into the Post Office without 
being paid: tho Postmaster will erase the word " Pnid," and write on the back of the letter, the words 
" .Not Paid," v;ith his nnme o.nd title of Postmaster. 

Sec. 101. In the case of letters to go through France, tho French�postage is rated by the quarter ounce 
for the single letter. This is ten cents, except with refL•renco to letters for tgypt, Syria, o.nd Tunis, by 
French packet, when the single French rate is twenty cents. Therefor6, the quarter ounce French rate 
only being embraced in the above rates for letters ml\rked "via France," or " via Ma.rseitlca," the French 
rate on all such letters must be doubled for each quarter of au ounce. 

C H A PT E R  X I .  

SHIP AND STEAMBOAT LETTERS. 

&c. 108. The tPrms ship ktttrs and packets, embrace the letters and packets brought into the United 
States, from foreign countri<'s, or carried from one port in tho United States to another, in any priTate 
t;hip or vessel, before such lettera bR.ve been ma.tied. 

Sec. lOtJ. The masters of steamboats nndcr contract with tho Department, will deliver into the post 
offices, (or to tho local agent of the Department, if there be any,) n.t the places at which they arrive, nll 

letters receil"cd by them, or by any person employed on their boa.ts, at o.ny point along the route. 
&c. 110. Masters or managers of all other stenmboats, nrc required by law, unrler a. penalty of thirty 

dollars, to deliver a.11 letters brouiht by them, or within their care or power, addressed to, or destined 
for, the places at which they o.rrivt>, to the postmasters at such places : except lt.Utrl rdating to &omc 

part nfthe cargo and left unaca.lcd. All 1ntters not ncldrcssed to persons to whom the ca.rgo, or any part 
of it, is consigned, arc therefore to be delivered into tho post office, to be charged with postage. 

&c. 111. Every master of a vessel from n foreign port is bound, immediately on hia arrival at a port, 
and before ho can report, make entry, or break bulk, under a penalty not to exceed $100, to deliver int-0 
the post office nil letters brought in his vessel, directed to any person in the United States, or the Tel'ri

tories thereof, which are under his ca.re or within his power, except such letten 88 relate to the cargo or 
some part thereof. 

Sec. 112. All ship letten and packets are to Lo charged with n. postage of six cents each, when 
delivered from the office a.t which they an' first received ; when forwarded in the mail to other offices, 
with two cents, in addition to the ordinary rates of postage. They should be all marked u Ship," at the 
time of receiving them. Thia applies to all letters and packets: brought by vessels from foreign countriee 
ae well as those conveyed from one port to another in the United States over·routee not declared poet ro&de. 
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.sec. 113. Muters of fureign packets are not to be pa.id a.nything for letten deli'tered into the om.ce ; 

1ucb letters are, ootwlthtta.ndlng, to be charged with poetage, when delinred from the office, or for· 
11'ardod by mail. 

&c. 114. Upon letten and packet.a received from tbemaeters, clerks, or other employees of steamboe.te, 

on waters deemed post roads, the persons addre88ed will be charged, when delivered to them, the ea.me 

poet.age as if the letten and packets had been conYeyed in the mail overland, although not convtiyed 

under foll arrangement with the Department. Su, aUo, &dion 69. 

&c. 116. An letten placed on a mail eteamboat, on which the mail1 are in charge of a route-agent, 

1bould £'O into the hands of such agent ; and on these letters the master or the Yeeael is not entitled to 
receive any compensation. None but prepaid letters should be received on such steamboat, and these 

ehould 00 duly mailed. But should any chance to be unpaid, they should be deposited by the route.

agent in the post office nt or nearest the point at which they arc received, and the postmaster should poet 

up a list of them, with the unpaid letters dropped into his oftkc, adding that they were put (Jn board 

the Bteamboat unpaid. If not attended to, such letterB are to be sent monthly to the Dead Letter Omce 
&c. 116. In like manner, when practicable, all letters should be prepaid which a.re received by steam· 

boat. or other vessel! not in the mail service, or carrying the mail with no route agent on board. When 
pre.paid, the muter of the veuel, if under contra.ct to carry the mail, may receive one cent " way," and 

if not under contract with the department, two ccnta each from the postmuter in whose ottico be 

deposits them ; and they should be delivered to their address without any charge beyond the amount 

pre-paid. But itrunpaid, they ahould be treated 88 ship letters, and are chargeable tu1 such with a postage 

ot elJ: cents, if delivered at the office at which the vessel shall arrive, and with two cents in addition to 

the ordinary rate of postage if destined to be conveyed by post to another place. Jn the latter case tho 
muter of the vessel is entitled to receive two centl'I a letter. 

&c. 117. Personl'I desirous to &end their letters by steamboats can most readily accomplish their object 

by enclosing such lettcre in the stamped cnvelopeB i.ssued by the department, inasmuch as lettcnJ eo 
enclosed may be conveyed out of the mail without a l-'iolation of law, and need not be delivered to the 
poetmaster on the arrinl or the vessel. 

&c. 118. Postmasters should take receipts of the masters of boats, stating the number of such lf�ttert1 

and the places from which they were brought. 

&c. 119. The account or eteR.mboat letters received, stating tht) sums paid for them an<l thG poet.age 

cbr.rgeable thereon, i8 to be kept in the account of Ship and Steamboat Lt.lkr1 re«ived. 

C H A PTER X I I .  

AD VERTISING LETTERS. 

&c. 120. When the gross receipts of the Poet Office for the then next preceding quarter shall not ha Te 
exceeded $500, the poetmaster shall advertise such uncalled-for letters once in six weeks only : when such 

(!'088 receipts shall have exceeded $500, and ban not exceeded $1,000, the postmallter shall advertise once 

a month only : when such gr.as receipts shall have exceeded $1,000, and shall not have exceeded $7 ,6001 
the postmaster &ball adnrtise twice a month : and when such gross receipts shall have exceeded $7,600, 

the poatmaster shall advertise once a wuk. The following additional initructions on the subject will be 

obtened : 

1. Such ad'fertisemectl'I are to be inserted in one newspaper only, which must be printed in the 
city, town, or village in whJch the post office is situated, and must have the largest circulation within the 

ra.nge of delivery of aaid office of any paper issued weekly or oftener, printed in such city, town, or Yil· 
lage. Should the publlBher of such paper refuse to give such list of letters one insertion, nt one cent for 

eiacb letter, the poetmaater will designate for this service some other paper published in the same place. 

He is also required to post in a conspicuous place in hie office a copy of such list on the day or the day 

alter the publication thereof. 

2. If u.re is no newspaper printed in the city, town, or village where the post office is kept, or 

If the •dhnlhers of all the papen printed shall refuse to advertise the letters for the sum above mentioned, 

Ulan marauacript list.I or them a.re to be made out and posted at such public places in the town and neigh· 
borhood u ah&ll appe&r beet adapted Wr the information of the parties concemed. 
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3. ReruseU lettforl5 a.re not to be advertised, nor tboee which the po8tmaster expecta will be lm· 

mediately taken from the office. 

4. Drop anti box letter111 circulan, free packets containing printed documents, speeches or other 
printed matter, u.re not to be advertised. 

5. When nuthority for the publicntion of llsts of foreign letters in a newspaper printed fn a 

foreign languRgc is deemed advisable, the postmaster must make a 1:1pecla.l application for the nec.1:na.ry 

order to publish in such paper. 

6. All orders for publication of these lists of uncalled·for lettere in more than one newspaper 

are vacated and annulled. The present law authorizes a single publication in one paper only. 

7. When tlaily, semi-weekly, tri-weekly, or weekly papers are irau�d from the same omce, the 
proprietor must not he allowed to aggregate the circulation of such papers, but the single circulation of 

each issn� of the particular paper for which be claims the publication. Whether the pllpcr is issued daily, 

tri·weckly, semi-weekly, or weekly, must bo shown, and the advertisement inserted in tho particular paper 

which has tha la.rg:est circulation. 

C H A PTER X I I I .  

DEAD LETTERS. 

Su. 121. Dead letters are such u have been advertised and ht.n remained on band tbroo monthl 

longer. 

&c. 122. But letters refused, or which cannot be delivered, are also to be considered dt:ad letters and 

forwarded to the Department at the end of ea.ch month, without being advertised. Also, those held up 

for the payment of the postage, and not attend�d to, and those attempted to be eent with eta.mpe pre· 
Tiously used. 

&c. 123. ..\ll lettcn from foreign countries, including those from the British North American Province., 

ahould be returned at the expiration of one month after having been duly a.dvertiBed. 

&c. 12-l. Letters for foreign countries which cannot be forwarded without pre-payment of poetage ; 

letters not adJrcJfsed, or so badly directed that their destination cannot be ascertained, and lotten addresaed 

to places where there are no Post Offices, must be returned to the Department monthly with the " refused" 
a.nd " foreign dead letters." 

Su. 125. At the end of each quarter, all dead lcttere then on hand, including such as are mentioned in 
tho four preceding sections, and were not returned In the fl.rat two months of the quarter, must be for· 

warded to the Department in the regularly quarterJy return, with a dead letter bill, showing the whole 

number then sent, a.s well as those aent in tho two previous months. 
&c. 126. When refused letten, or letters which cannot be delivered, or letters from foreign countries' 

or any such a.s aro mentioned in section 131, are returned to the Department monthly, the Postmuter 

should not omit to note on the dead letter bill for the last month of the quarter, the amount of the 
bills returned for each of the two preceding months, so as to give a c<nnplete. dead �tter trill far the 10.\oU 
quarter, corresponding in amount with the credit claimed for dead letters in bis quarterly account current 

All dead letter bills a.re to be made in duplicate, and one of each retained by the Postmaster. 

&c. 121. The dead letter bill should be ao made up as to ehow the 1l'UIDber of unpaid Jetter& of each 

rate,-tho number of paid letters of each rate,-tbe number of drop letters,-the number of unpaid, 
foreign letters and their rates,-the number ofpaidforeaUn lettere and their rates; and each description 

of dead letters here mentioned ehould be carefully put in separate parcels, and the whole tied in on• 
buodle. 

Ste. 128. If the den.cl Jett.era at any office be so numerous o.a to make it necessary to put them In se"Teral 

bundles, the �undles should be numbered conaccutively, beginning with number 1, and the dead ltitter 

bills 1hould always be put in the last number which should be marked " BiJJ.." 

&c. 129. No allowance will be made for dead letters returned, unlese they a.re accompanied by a de&d 
letter bill. 

&c. 130. When a letter is refUB&d, the word " refused" should be at once plaints written LJOa. it, and 

the letter put with those to be returned at the end of the month. 
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Ste. 131. If previous to its return, tho seal ofa dead letter be broken by accidont1 or by baviug �n 

delivered to tho wrong person, t.be fact and circumstances must lJc noted upon it. 

&c. 132. };very dead letter must bear on the sealed sido the stamp or post mark of the P08l office 1i�· 

which it is ret urned, and the date of its return to the Department. 

&c. 133. When any letter from this Department, or from any otlicr Department or puLlic office at 

the seat of Government, is not called for within one month from the time of its receipt, or when the person 

l\ddressed is known to be dead, or to have mo\.·cd away, such letter must be returned direct to tl1c Depart· 

mcnt or public office in which it originated, and should never be sent to the Post Office Department ni; a 
dead letter. 

&c. 134. AU unpaid newspapers, pamphltts, and other printed m.atlcr mailed in any foreign couutry, 

and received at any Post office in tho United States, which may Uc refused, or canuot Uo <lclinrcc.J. as 

addrossed, must he returned to the Department a& dead m:�ttcr-in the same manner, nnJ under the 

l&lllC general regulations a.s apply to the return of dcatl letters, anti should 1Jc a<ldrcssoc.J. to tho Third 

.Assistant Postmaster General. 

C H A PTER X I V .  

LETTER CARRIERS. 

&c. 135. Postmasters aro authorized to employ letter carriers. Thry arc to 1Jc nominat ed to, and 

&ppointcJ Ly the Postmaster General, au<l nre rcquirec.J. to g'iYe bonds to tho United States, to 110 approved 

by bim. 

&c. 136. When so appointed and qualified, the postmaster may, at his risk and rcspousiLility, pla� 

in the hands of the carriers for delivery, all letters receh·ed, except such as are for persons wl10 may bavt 

lodged with hiw a written request to retain their letters in the ollice. 

&c. 137. Such carriers may charge and receh•o two cents for every letter, nnd n half cent for Hcry 

newspaper, delivered by thew, unless otherwise directed by the Postmaster General. 

C H A PT E R  X V .  

LOST LETTERS A ND  .MAIL DEPREDA TIONS. 

Sec. 139. Money and other valuable things, sent in the mail, are at tho risk of tbe·owncr. Ilnt, ii they 

bo lost, the Dcpn.rtment will make every effort in its power to discover tho cause, nod, if thcrn hns b<'f'n 

a theft, to punish the offender. 

Sec. 1-10. In every case of loss by mail, whether supposed to be the result of casualty or of Jcprcdation, 

the D<'partmcnt should be informed without delay, of all the circumstances connected w it h it. Particn· 

lnr care should be taken to state the name of the office in which the letter was placed, the thly on which 

it was so placed, and whether by the writer himself, or by another person, tha day on which, if nt all, it 

was actually mailed, the names of the writer and tho person addressed, the amount, and if prncticni.Jle, n 

particular description of the valuable enclosure, the amount of postage mnrkcc.J. on the letter , nnJ if paid, 

whether by money, or by stamp, the office to "°hich addressed, and whether mailed direct thPrP.to, or ta 
what office for distribution, and the route by which it was sent, with any further pn.rticularR tllat mny 

aid the Department in its investigation respecting the cause of loss. 

Sec. 141. No reported loss will be investigated by an agent, unless satisfactory evid<'nce ia  prodnce<l, 

either by the certificato of the postmaster, or some other disinterested individual that the money or other 

valuable thing was deposited in tho post office. 

&c. 1!2. All necessary expenses that ma.y be incurred in recovoring the mail, and in apprehending the 

robber, will be reimbursed by the Deportment. 

Sec. 143. In some ca.sea it may bo proper to offer a reward, not to exceed fifty dolle.rs, payable on con

viction, for the apprehension of the crimina.l. 
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Ste. 144. In every case when the criminal is apprehended, tho Attorney of the United States for the 

district in which the offence was committed, should be promptly Informed of the facts, and hie atlvice oh
tained. 

Sec. d4.5. If the prosecution be bad before the Federal Court for the District, as it. should be in alt cases, 

and must be when State omcers refuse to act, the A ttornoy of the United States will conduct it. 

&c. 146. Persons arrested for mail clcprcdationB shouhl in all cases when it is practicable, be talten 
before a district, or a. circuit judge, or a commissioner of the United States, for examination and commit

ment. 

&c. 147. In C\"Cry ca.so it is expected that postml\Stcrs will spare no exertions to have justice done, 

llfld the guilty punishe<l, by procuring testimony, tm•I giving tho prosecution every other aid in th<'ir 
power. 

Sec. 148. C:.1..qcs of mail roliUcry shoutc.J. ho tlt once reported to the Department, nnd information giHn 

from time to time, of what furLlrnr tran:;pires respecting them . 

&c. 1-l9. At n.l l l::lrge offices at which d1dly mails from other large offices aro received, care should IJ� 
taken to note the fact, if th3 usunl mail from auy of thoso offices fail for any given day to Rrrive, and i f  

aubsoquent mails arrive, leaving that for a prececding dny still due, the mailing omce should immediately 

bo written to for information, whether such mail a.a that supposed to be missing, was actually sent; and 

tf the answer be in the allirmativo, a report of the l08s should, without further dela.y, be made to the De
partment. 

&c. 150. If a postma.ater baa reason to believe that a mail has been robbed or stolen, in the Ti.cinity of 

hia office, be should nt once examine into the evidence of the fa.ct; and, if satisfied that such robbery or 

theft hatt actually occurred, should take immediate and energetic meaauree for recovering the mall, and 

for apprehending and prosecuting the offender. 

&c. 151. The postmaster, or one of his assistants, in all cases, immediately before the office Ia swept or 

otherwise cleared of rubbish, is to collect and examine the waste paper which baa accumula.ted therein. 

in order to guard ngninst the possibility of loss of letters or other mail matter, Which may have fallen on 

tho floor, or havo been intermingled with such W88to paper during the transaction of business. The ob

servance of this rule is strictly enjoined upon all postmasters, and its violation will constitute a grave of

fence. PoFitma.stcrs should be careful to use, in mailing letters or packets, all wrapping paper Ht to 

bo usod again ; and tile sale of any such paper is strictly forbidden. 

C H A PT E R  XVI.  

�/AIL CARRIERS, ROUTE A GENTS, AND LOCAL AGEN1S. 

Ste. 152. It Is th� duty of a mail carrier to receive and convey n letter, (nnd tbe money or a stamp of 
suitable <lenominittlon for its postage when teudered,) if dellverrd to him more than a mile from a pod 

office, and to hand it, with tho money, or etamp, into the first post office at which he arrive&. A. penn.lty 

of $60 attaches on failure to do so. 

&c. 153. On Hnilroad and Steamboat routes, it is the duty of Route ngents-lst. To receive lettne 

written after the mail bas closed, &nd way lutters pre-paid by etampsj to mail and po.st 
... 
bill said letter�, 

and direct them to the proper office for delivery or distribution, nnd to report a list of all such letters to 

tho Contract otnco. 2d. To assort the mails for the 8{1Vcral offices, being entru�ted with the key to the 

iron lock for tha.t purpose. 3d. To attend to the dt:!livcry and reception of mail bags. 4th. To report to 

the Inspection Office alt irregularities of service on the route, especially every instance in which they 

tail to receive or deliver a mail where one is due, with the eauso of such faUure-which, if not knl)wn, 

must be ascertained by inquiry. 

&c. 154. Irr connection with the same cla.88 of Routes, Mall meaeengera, in certain ca.see, a.re appointed 

to carry the mail to and from Poat Offices, when euch offi.cea a.re more than eighty roda from the at.Mm· 
boat la.nding, or railroo.d station. 

&c. 155. Route a.gents, mall messengers, and local agents, must take the usual oaths of omce, and 

traMmlt them to the Inspedion omce. They a.re thereupon exempt aa mall carriers, from mJUtla and 
jury duty. 
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All postm::tStcrs, whether their commissions exceed or fi\ll short of $'200 per Annum-restricted 

io letters and packets relating exclusively to the business of their offices or the Post Offico Def)artment. 

Nou. T�ey must be marked " Post Office Business," a.nd this declamtion subscribotl by tho po!jtma.eter 
himself, with a designation of his office. 

&c. 162. Publiahers of pamphlets, pcriodica.h1, magazines and newspapers, not exceeding sixteen ounooe 
in weight, may exchange their publications reciprocally free, and may send their bills for subscription" 
to their publications enclosed in them without additional postage-Restricted to one copy each of ea.ch 
publication. 

&c. 163. It is the practice of many to actdross their hand bill! o.nrl newspapers in the nature of circu
lars or hand bills to post masters1 by wllich means they give them an extensive circulation free or 
postage. This is an abuse which must be correctot.1. In every instance where a postmaster receives a 
eommunication1 addressed to him as postmaster, which is ofa private character, o.nd designed to promote 
private interests, with an evident intention of giving circulation to it, without paying postage, he will re
turn the 11amc to the person who sent it: under o. now envelopc1 with the charge of letter postage endorsed. 

&c. 16-l. If the name of the individunl franking a letter be known as the handwriting of a person 
eotitletl to frank, the letter may be reganfod as free, although the style of his office be omitted. 

&c. 165. No postmaster or other privileged person can authorize his assistant, clerk, or a.ny other per
eon to write his name for the purpose of franking any letter, public or private. 

&c 166. Tho personal privilege of franking travels with the person possessing it, and can be exercilted 
in but one place at the so.me time. 

&c. 1Ui. �fo postmaster or privilegell person can leave hi!! frauk behind him upon enYelopes to oovcr 
hh� correspondence in his absence. 

&c. lGS. [f lette rs or paperg be pnt into a post offico b�a.rin� tho frank of a privileged person who no· 
toriously has not been in that ,·icinity for several days; or if letters or P•\per3 marked free, be received at 
an oflico1 direete1l to a privileged peuon, but notoriou:dy intcnlll'd to Uc received by som e person not privi· 

leged, whether a.cting as the agent of the privilcgcJ person or not, it is the duty of the postmasters to 

treat them as unpaid. 

&c. 169. If any letter to or from .a privileged person, be put into or received at a post office, of greater 
weight than such person has a right by law to frank, tho postmaster will charge the excess with letter 
postage. 

&c. 170. It being impra.cticablo in all ca.sea to determine what postmast�rs arc entitled to receive their 
private communications free, a manuscript letter nddresscd to a postmaster should not be detained in the 

mailing office, for the reason that the postage on it is not prepaid, except in cases where it is known that 
the postmaster addressed is not entit:ed to receive his private letters free. And if letters to any post
master 1uc known to relate exclusively to " po3t office business,'' being so Buperscribed1 they should be 

mailed free. 

Su. 171. Any postroa.ster receiving a letter free1 which should have been charged with postage, it 
bound 1Jy his oath of office to charge himself with such postage in his account with tho dep::utment. 

&c. 172. Postmasters o.re required to report to the department all \'iolations of the franking privilege. 

&c. li3. Tho law1 fixing the penalty for violation at fifty dollars, provides c( that no postmaster or 
Msistant postmaster shall act ns agtnl for lottery offices, or, under any color of purchase, �or otherwise, 

Tend lottery tickets," and that 11 no po.:Stma.stcr shall rr.ctivt free of postage, or frank lottery schemes, 

e.ircu\ars or tickets." Thcreforo, all such lottery scheme�, circulars or tickets1 addressed either to n 
postm;lo;;tcr or a.ssistan t postmaster1 must hereafter be excluded from the mail, together with all other 
transient matter of this kind, addressed simply to an office and not to any individual. 

Sec. lH. If any persoh shall counterfoit the hand writing, or frank of a person entitled to the franking 
privilege, or cause the same to ba done, in order to avoill the payment of postage, each person so offending 
La liable to a fine of $500. 

Sec. 175. Properly franked ma.ii m:l.ttcr, or ma.ii matter addressed to a person enjoying tho franking 
privilege, is entitled to be carried free in the mail when " forwarded " to the person elsewhere, as well a1 
in its transportation simply to the omco to which originally addressed. 

&c. 176. If a· postmaster, having the franking privilege, franks matter which exceeds half an ounce 
in weight, and which docs not relate exclusively to the business of his office, or of the Post Office Depart.
ment, the excess is chargeable with postage : and if not so charged at the mailing office, the charge 
should \Je ma.de at the office of delivery. Postmasters' .As.ri&tan.U are forbidden by law to exercise the 
franking pri\·ilege under any circumstances. 
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&c. 156. !!fail carritrs, contractors o r  11tage drivers cannot lawfully earry out o f  t h e  mail, any letter 

or packet, unless tht:l same hfl!'I been pre· paid by a stamped envelope of euita.Ultt denominatio n ;  but lll"8 
permittc..>d eo tocerry new11pnpers for Ral� or distribution to subgcribers, o.ud also pamphlet!!, muga'l.ints and 

periodicals when not marked or directed, nor intt!nded for immediate distribution to subscribers or others, 
but intonUed for sa.le as mcrchandizc nnd sent to some bonafuk dealur, or agent for the sn.Je thereof. 

C H A PT E R  X V I I .  

THE FRANKING I'lllVILEGE. 

&c. 158. The right to send and l'CCeivc lcttcra n.nd packets through tho mail, free of posti\ge, is held 
l!lithor M a  personal privilege, or o.s a.n official trust for the miLintcnanco of official correspondence. In 

both its forms, the right varies in respect to diffurent classes of officers nnd lndivilluah, in the kind a.a 
well as weight of matters which may Le so sent or received. An interchange between puLli�hers of p:>..m· 
phlets, periodicala, magazi11es and newspapers, of their respective publications, is allowed for the purpose 
of promoting the disst'mination of that kind of information of which they aru the n�hicleii. 

&c. 159. The following officers and persons enjoy the right a! a personal pri\'ilcge, subject in tho case 

of Romo of them, to the several restrictions stated anll annexed. 

1. The Presh.lcnL &ad Vice Pre..i;ideot of the United States ; tllc in lliYiduals who at former periods han 
fillod the office of Presitlent and Vice President i Mrs. Harrison, Mrs. Polk, relicts of former President.a. 

Rostricterl in tho c&5e of the Yiee President, or cx-Vico Presidents, to letters and packets not 'vcighing 
over two ounces and to public documents 

:?. Meml>ers of Con;;ress and Delegates from Territories, <luring their tl'rm of officc1 and until the let 

Monday of December, after its expira.tion-Ilestricted to letters and packets not exceeding two ounces in 
weight, and public documents. Public documi;:nts arc those printcll hy the order of either House of 
Congress, and publications r\ntl books procurl'd or purchased Ly Congress, or either House fur the use of 
U10 members. 

3. The Secrctnry of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, dudng their official 
tcrJU.<J. Rc.strictetl as Members of Congress anti Delegates. 

4. Every postm:.i.ster whoso commissions for the previous fiscal year, ending 30th June, cliU not exceed 

$200--Restricte<l to sending letters written by him!:lelf on his pri\'atc business, and receiving written com· 
munications addressed to himself on his private business ; such letters Or written communirntions not to 
ox:ceGd half an ounce in weight. Ile cannot, therefore, receive or send free any description of printed 
matter. He cannot frank or receive free letters written by or a.Jdres!!cd to his wifo or any other member 

of his familyi or by or to a firm of which he is a member. Neither is he authorized to frank letters con· 

taiuing money or other things, nor letters written by himself on tlrn business of others, whether they be 
!otters of sub3cription to editors, or publiMhers, or other description. The penalty for a violation of thil 
l•w ia $300. 

&c. 160. Dy the following officers, the privilege is hclU in trust for the maintenance of correspondence 
required in the performance of official duty. 

1. The Secretaries of the Departments, Postmaster Genera.I and Attorney Genero.l of the UnitOO. States ! 

the 1st and 2J Comptrollers of the Treasury; the Solicitor of the Treasury ; the Auditors of tho Trensury ; 
the Tran.surer of the United States i the Register of the Treasury ; the Assistant Secretnry of State; the 
A.ssisbnt Secretary of the Treasury : the Commissioner of the General Land Office; tho Commissioner of 
Customs ; the Commissioner of Patents; the Commissioner of Indian Affairs ; tho Commis3ioner of Pen· 
aions ; the Assistant Postmasters General ; the Adjutant General of the Army ; the Quarter Master Gene
ra.I; the InSpector General ; the Commissary Geot'ra1 of Subsistence; the Paymaster General ; the Chief 
Engineer; the Surgeon General ; the Colonel of Ordnance ; the Chiefs of Bureaus of the Navy Depa.rt-
ment; ar.d the Superintendent and Assistant Superintcmdent of the Coast Survey-Restricted to letter• 
and packets relating to their official duties, those sent to be marked or sh.mpcd ':officlnl business," and thia 
declaration to be subscribed by the officer with a designation of his offkc. In the case of the heads of 
departments alone, this declaration may be subscribed under their direction by their respective Chief 
Clerks. 

2. The Governors of St&tes to the Governors of other States :-Restricted to laws and report!, bound 
or uubound, records and documents of tbe State, which the Legislature thereof may direct to be sent to 
the Executive of other Sta.tea. 

.... -
00 
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C H A PT E R  X V I I I .  

.A.CCOrrNT O F  NEWSPAPERS. 

Sec. 176. a. Every poetmuter will keep-

1. An aocount in which ha will enter a.t the beginning of the quarter, or on flrRt receiving any pn.l'
ticular pnper, o.11 newspapers by name that are to come regularly to his office, except euch weekly papers 

aa are free, and ln the proper column opposite each paper, the amount of postage thereon fortbe qunrtC'r. 

This postage is to be collected in advance. In the an.me account, and in tho sa.mc manner, be will enter 

all periodicala regularly received, and which have not been prepaid at the mailing office. At the end or 

the quarter be wi11 correct this account, lat, by n.dding to it all the extru, supplement.a and duplicates of 

said papers which have bet'n received ; and 2d, by deducting the amount h e  may have refunded for 
papers which failed to arrive. 

2. Au account in the form pre�ibcd by the jDepartment, of all printed matter other than that em· 
braced in the a.hove a.ocount, and on which the poetage wa.a payable at his office. Tbis account will 

therefore include the amount ot postage (required to be prepaid) on ea.ch l\nd every transient newspaper, 
un.sealed circular, handbill, engraving, pamphlet, periodical, magazine, book and every other Url!icriptlon 

of printed matter malled at bis office, except newspapers for actual and bona fide subscrlb£>r!l, and pcri· 

od.tna.1.e publl1hed at intervals of not more than three months. It will also include the postnge on any 
such matter deliverable at bis ofHce, which through inattention of the postmaster or otherwise, may 

not have been prepaid at the mailingomce, and the postage on every description of printed nu1.tt<>r mail· 

ed or received &.t his omce to or tram foreign countries. 

C H A PT E R  X I X .  

ACCOlfNTS AND RETURNS O P  POSTMASTERS. 

&c. 177 . . .\t the end of every quarter, which is on the last clay of March, June, September, and De

cember, every postmaster must make up bis accounts, and forward lrancsripts of them to the 3J .o\ssistant 

Postma.ster General. The originals must be filed by the postmaster with his general account, anJ will, 

like it, be held subject to inspection. 

&c. 178. In case of dee.th, resignation, or removal of a postmaster, or discontinue.nee of an office; or in 
oase of the giving of a new official bond in consequence of a change in the name of an office, the expiration 

ot the term for which the postm88ter may have been appointed, or otherwise, the accounts must be 
made up to the day, (though it be not the end of a quarter,) in which the office ceases to operate, or the 

new appointment, or the new bond, u the Ca.Ae may be, takes effect. 

&c. 179. Many postmasters have been in the habit of forwarding to the department, contrary to regu� 

lation, their original accounts, keeping no duplicate or copy. This violation of rule cannot be permitted 

or overlooked. Tramcripts or copiea only must be sent, and the original accounts m ust be carefully 
preserved for im1pedion by any agent of the dtpartmcnt who may require it. 

&c. 180. The qWll'terly account current, and all uther official papers, must be signed by the postmaster 

himself, unleaa necessarily absent or sick, in which case, it may be signed ns follows : 

A-- B-, P. M. 

by C- D---, Ass't P. M. 

The blank beading of the n.ccount current is to be filled up with the name of the office, its County, 

District, or Parish, and State. 

&c. 181. The a.ccounts of all postmasters are examined and adjusted by tho Auditor R.S they nre recehed, 

and the errors, if there be any, e.re carefully corrected, and the postmaeter notified of such ns Increase 

b]' as much as fifty cents, the balance due to the United States. 

&c. 182. Postmasters, therefore, will understand that any alteration in the ba.lancea of their accounts 
i8 occa.aioned elther by the correction of some numerical error, or by some deviation, on their part: from 

a strict conformity to the law, a.nd these instuctions. 

&c. 183. If &ny po!tmaater shall neglect to render his e.ocounts for one month after the time, and in 
the form &nd manner prescribed by law, and by the Postmaster General's instructions, he &ball forfeit 

double the nlue ot postage• which sb.U have ar!Ben at hls o11!oe. 
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&c. 184. The po.stmaster, though h e  may have malled hls acoounta wlll not be coneldered u dlach&rged 

from tho penalty mentioned. in the foregoing section, unleH within one month, after being notified. that 

they have not been received at the Department, he tran1m1it8 duplicate tranacripts tram the original 
accounts retained in hia poneseton. 

C H A PTER X X .  

PAPERS AND .A.CCO[!NTS TO BE RETURNED TO THE POST OPPICE DEPARTMENT, Bf 
POSTMASTERS. 

&c. 185. The Quarterly Return ia composed ot the following account• and papers, v lz :  

1. A transcript o f  the Account of mails sent from the office fo r  the quarter. The entries ill this 

account mu1.11t, of course, be made every post da.y, before the mall ls 1ent from the office� &nd at all larp 
offices, it should be transcribed daily. 

2. A transcript of the Account of maila reuivtd at the office for the quar:ter. At all large offices, tbt 
entries in this account should be made daUy, and it sbo\:lld be tran1cribed daily, 110 as to prevent any 

delay in making it out at th.e close ot the quarter. 

3. A transcript of the Account of reguLar ]{twq>apu1 and Pamphldl rtuil.'t.cl at the office during the 
quarter, to which is to be added the amount of the MilUl.laneotu Account. 

4. From the post offioel where such accounts should be kept, a transcript of the ..Account of Ship and 
Steamboat letUr1 rtaivtd in the quarter, and the moneys pa.id for them. 

5. A transcript of the Account of Letters sent by sea from the offi.ces at sea ports. 

6. All the post biUt received from other omcee during the quarter. 

7. Account& and rtctipts for cantingent txpemu. 
8. The Dead letters, and a bill or bills of Lhem. 

9. From Distributing offices, a tn.nacript of the Accounts of maill n.ctivtclfor Di.stribtdion. 
10. The .Account current. 
11. The Transcripts of Registered letteni received and sent, and the Registered letter bills, mut be 

put in the return, in a separate package. 

Sec. 186. Postmasters arc strictly required to fill the blanks in the account current at the head of «U:lr.. 
page of their accounts of mails recei�ed and sent, and carefully to add each and every column of aald 

acoounts. They will then recR.pituln.te the amount of each column on a blank pace, so e.s to enable the 
Auditor to report quarterly the aggregate amount of such columns. 

Sec. 187. The commission account and the emolument account, with the vouchere belonging to them

must also accompany the quarterly uccount of all postmasters w hose duty it ls torender such accounts. 
Sec. 188. To ensure a correct and expeditious settlement of tho quarterly account.I ot postmutera, tt 

is indispensable that each return should arrive at the Department in one perfect, unbroken bu1'dle or 

packet. En.ch postmaster, therefore, should obeerve the following dlrectiow in pa.eking up hiB return for 

t.n.nsmiBBion in the mail, vh: : 

&c. 189. Put up each pa.rt ot the return if large, in &separate parcel, with etrongpaper, tying tt with 

twine, and writing on e&eh parcel its proper content.I, and the name ot thelofllce, county, and State.
Then pack up all the parcels, conatituting the entire quarterly return, in on. compact bundle or packet, 
and having postmarked it, direct it plainly to the Third Aasistant Poetmuter Genera.I, Poet Otllce 

Department. 

&.c. 190. No letter, receipt, paper, or other thing whateTer, not atrlctl;r belonglnG to the quarterly 

return, aa enumerated and described in thi1 chapter, eheuld be put up in it. 

C H APTER X X I .  

THE QUA.RTERLY .A.CCO[!NT CURRENX. 

&c. 191. Tho QuarW!y .Account Currmt !• numbend to conal8t or 30 a.rtic!01 :-
In article 1 enry postmaster will make himself debtor tor the whole amott11t of po1tap on the unpaid 

letters, if an1, which remalned on hand at the cloee ot the preceding quarter. 
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In article 2 every postmaster 'Vl"ill make himself debt.or for th e  whole amount or the postage on all 

unpaid ltittcrs. This article he will find in tho first column of mail1 received from other offices. 

In article 3 every postma.stcr, will make himself a debtor for the amount of po6tage on the wo.y·letten 

r&eeivcd nt his office, (or delivery ; this he will find in the second column of bis .Account of ma.ill 

received. 
In article 4 every postmaster will next debit himst!lf with the amount of postage undercharged. 

Thia a.mount he will find in the third. column of his Accnunt ef mails received. 

In n.rticlcs 5 u.nd 6 every postmaster will ne:ott debit himself with the number and amount of Rhip and 

steamboat ll:'ttcrs received for dclh·ery. This article be will find in the first column of his Account of 

Ship and Steamboat leUtrs. 

Io l\rticle i every postmaster will debit himself with the R.ntount of posta::;:o paid in money on lettcra 

eont from his office. This amount be will fintl in the third col umn of mniU sent. 

Every Postmaster of a distributing post offiCtl will next d�blt himself with the a.mount (if any,) of 

letters for del ivery receiveJ at his office in the distribution bills. 

In article 8 every Postmaster will Uc bit himself with the amount of post&gc on drop lettcr:J. This 

amount be will find tn the eighth column of mails received. 

In article 0 every postmaster will debit himself with the whole amount he hl\9 paid during tbe quarter 

for advertising letters, nnd credited a� CJntin�cnt expenses. He wi ll ma.rk the C08t of advertising on 

ea.ch letter a.<Jvcrtised. Upon every letter delivered, he wilt collect this cost in a.ddition to tbe postage, 

a.ad upon tho.;e rem'lining, sent as d�at.l letters to the D.:!partment, he will charge it. 

In article 10, every postma.�ter will next credit hims(')f with tho amount of postage on letters which 

have been missent to and forwarded from his omcc, and the a.mount overcharged on letters receiYCd at 

hia office. This amount he will find in the fourth column of his amount of mails received. 

In Article 11, every postmaster will credit himself with the amount of post.age on unpaid dead letters, 

if any, remf\ining In his omce at the end of the quarter, and on letters refused or which could not be deliver· 

ed, and sent to the Department as dead. This credit will include the cost ofadvertisingany letters returned, 

antl its amount will be the aggregate amount of the bill then to be mo.de out, and of b ills Bent at the 

end of each of the two pre,•ious months of the quarter, of which he has retained duplicate!". 

In article 12 the amount of postage of unpaid letters if any, on hand at the close of the quarter is  now 

to bo entered to bis credit. This iB a temporary credit, given because the postmaster is already charged 

with the amount in the <lcbit part of th is acconut. The exact sum of this temporary credit must bo 
entered to his debit in the first article of bis next account� whether nny of the letters bu delivered c..utor 

be returned as dead letters or otherwise. 

Having o.<l<lcd together the sums of tl1e first nine mentioned articles and placed the amount at the foot 

of the column, and at the foot of the column in the same line opposite, he will then deduct the sum of 

tbe articlc1:1 ll}, 11 and12 from this amount, and the balance will be the amount of letter postage collected by 

hfm this quarter. 

The balance which has been placed on the credit side of the account as article 13, is now to be entered 

to his debit as uticle 14. 

Iu article 1� every postmaster will next debit himself with the whole amount of poetage on the regular 

newspRpers and periodicals, and other printed matter which he has received from other offices during th• 

quarter, and the amount of postages on transient and misceJlaneous newspapers. 

In article 16 every pO!iltmaster will deduct, if entere<l in the account, the amount of postage on such 

newspap .. rs rut have continued during the quarter to come to the office, after he haa given the puUliahers 

three mouths' notice that tkey are not taken out. He will sell such newspa.pere1 and in article 18 he will 

cha.rge himself with he amount received therefor. 
In article 17 postmasters will ent.er the amount of fees received for registry of letters. PostmMten 

will next add tlle amount of postages collected on letters and newBpapers, represented by articles 15 and 

18, and place the amount in the colum n in the same line opposite. 

If the postmaster has nceived stamps or stamped envelopes direct from the Department, or from hia 
predecessor, he will include the balances resulting from a.rticlcs 19, 20 and 21 in this additiou. 

In article 22 each postmaster will credit himBelf with the amount of mail registers returned. by him 

during the q ua.rter. 

In article 2.-'l, comprehending five <liff'crcnt rates, every postmaster will next C38t bis commiRBion on the 

amount of postage collected on letters during the quarter, including tho amount prepaid by stamps and 

at.amped envelopes, to be found in tho second column of mails sent. 

Jn articles 2-1 and -25 every postmaster will next cast his commission on the a.mount of postage coUected. 

oo newspapers and other priuted matter, including tho postage on such printed matter prepaid at bis 

oftice by stamps or eta.mped envelopes, at 50 per cent. and enter it in this place. 
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Jn article 26, postmasters will enter the amount of fees received for registry of letters, casting their 

commisi::ions at 80 per cent. thereof. Aleo the number of weekly ne\npapersdeliTered to subecriben not 

chargeable with postage. 

In article 27, if the commission on letters, newspapers and other printed matter doe11 not exceed $600 

fn one quarter, the postmaster will then eetdown the number of free letters received by mail for deUvery 

at the office, and carry the amnunt e.t one cent each to hill credit. This number he will find In the ninth 

column of his Accnunt of mail.$ r�tiiied. 

In article 28, the postmaster will next set down the number of ship and steamboat letters which be 
baa paid for this qmtrter and enter the amount of such payment. Theso Rums he will find in the second 

and third columns of his Account of Ship and Sleamboo.t Utltrl rtaivtd. 

In article 29, the postmaster will next state the number, and credit himself with the amount paid, the 

mall carrier for wo.y letters. No form is prescribed for keeping thie account. 

&c. 192. In article 30, it  now remains for the Postmaster to enter the amount of Contingent E:r.pen.sea, 

which consist of wrapping paper and twine, advertising of !otters. repair of mail bags, and a desk, or cue, 
for the safe ke('ping of tettere. But, at offices where the commissions a.mount to �O per anonm, 
wrapping paper and twine must be procured of the contractors for furnishing the ea.me. 

Sec. 193. The postmaster will now strike the balance of the account which should show how much JM 
18 indebted to the Department for postages for the given quarter. 

&c. 19t. As this Accou n t  Current ill intended to show the net proceeds of the oftice for the quarter, no 

balance due on a former quarter, nor any payment to, or collection for, the Department ill to be iMerted 

in it. All vouchers for expensee charged in the quarterly account, or in the Commi96ion or Emolument 

account, must be transmitted with the a&id accounts: and if for advertising letters, must state the number 

of letters. UnreasonA.blc delay not only implies neglect of the public business, but le calculated to bring 

1u11picion upon the claims withheld ; a.nd the Department, therefore, reserves to itself the right to reject 

all such claims ma.de after the quarterly accountll have been adjusted. 

Su. HI:>. Postmasters whose commissions amount to $500per quarter, are allowed to charge, among the 

oontingent expenses, advertisements of the arrivals and departures of the mails, and will Jim.it auch charp 

to an advertisement of three weeks only-once each week. 

Su. 196. Be!<!idea the printer's account, and receipt for adnrtlsing letters, the newspaper containing the 

advertisement must be transmitted therewith. 

C H A PTER XXll. 

GENERAL ACCOUNT. 

St.c. 197. Every postmaster will keep in his ontce a �al ar Lt.dgtr accqunt with the Unfttd Statu,/or 
Ou ttrtict nf U1e Post 0/fia Departmtnt, subject to the inspection of the Postmaster Genera.I, or of any 
general or special agent of the Department, and a copy of which is to be furnished to the Auditor, from 
time to time. when requirod. 

Ste. 198. In the generl\l account, every poetmaster will credit the United States with the balances doe 

on hie quarterly returns a.s acknowledged, and when notifled by the Audit.or of Rny corrections made on 

examination thereof, he will make the corresponding corrections in the general account, or enter tbe 
proper credit therfor. 

Ste. 199. The postmaster wil1 likewiee credit all aums collocted by, or deposited with him, on aocount 

of the Depa.rtment, and will debit the a.cconnt with l\tl sums paid over for the genernl aenice of the D&

pa.rtment, whether by deJ>Ol'itR, upon draft. or upon collection order. A drRft office mity be reqllired to 
deposite, or to pay on a collection order, or a collect.ion office to deposlte or to pay on a draft. 

&c. 200. The duplicate quarterly accounts, the duplicate certiflcatea of dep<'8ite, the duplicate oou.ctlan 
order11 and the drarts pa.id, and al.Jo all ioatructions, are to be tlled as 1'oa.chere with tbl.11 account., Mad h 
1ubject to inspection. 

-
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30 REGULATIONS. 

&c. 201. The postmaster, upon being furnished with a. statement of his general account M kept by tho 

Auditor, will immediately compare it with his account ns kept by himself, and at once ru'knowledge to 

the Auditor the balance appearing on such statcmont, or point out the particulars wherein the accounts 

disagree. 

C H A PT E R  X X l l l .  

COLLECTION OF DEIJTS. 

Sec. 202. The collection of debts due to the Po!'lt Office Department, whether Uy postmasters, contrac

tors, or otlicr persone, le assigned by the act of July, 1836, to the Auditor of the Trea.sury for the Post 

Office Department. 

&c. 203. When such debts, if collected, would overpay the contractor for the route, on or near which 

the debtor re�ides, or when for other reasons the Auditor finds it more convenient to employ a. post· 

master in the vicinity, the latter will consider himself as a fpecial agent of tho Dep1\rtment for this 

purpose, and will obey such orders as be may receive from the Auditor in respect to such collection. 

If the debt is collected, the postmaster wi11 give notice to the Auditor, by transmitting his receipt for 

its amount, nnd will credit the same in his general account with the United States, for the service of 

the Post Office Department. 

Six. 20-1. If the exertions of the postmaster to collect prove umwailing, he will communicate to the 

Auditor the ca.useB of the failure, and also the pecuniary circumstances of the parties, if alive, or or 

their estates, and the name of their administratorB, if dead. 

&c. 205. If due diligence be not used in making the collection, or if, being unsuccessful, any post-

master fail to return the draft or demand to the Auditor, or otherwise to give notice of snch failure, or 

fa.it to give any information required in relation to the same, such neglect and want of fidelity will 

amount to a breach of the condition of his bond, for which the damages will be recoverable ; and will 

moceover be coneidered just ground CJf removal from office. 

C H A PT E R  X X IV. 

PA l'fiYG OVER MONEY TO TIIE USE, OR FOR THE SERVJCE OF THE POST OFFICE 
DEPARTAJENT. 

Sec. 206. No moneyR are to be paid directly into the Department, neither are any paid out directly 

by it. The proceeds of postabe, or moneys received for postage stamps, or stamped enYelope!! sold, wilt, 

therefore, never be remitted by postmasters to the Department, nor be paid to any of its offi.cers or 

acents, without due authority from tlle Postmaster General. 

&c. 207. For the purpoee of paying over the funds of the Department, all the Post Offices, except 

Special Offices, are cla15sed either B.!I Deposite Offices, Draft Offices, or Collection Offices. Offices a.re 

k&n8ferred from time to time from one to another of tbe!e cluses, to suit the conl'enience of the 

S81'Vice, and when such cha.nge8 are necessary, they · a.re notified to the postmasters, respectively, by a 

Qlrcular letter. 
Sec. 208. Deposite offices are such a.a are ordered to place, quarterly or onener, their funds in depoeite 

io some Depository. 
Sec. 209. Draft offices are thoee which are ordered to retain their fund[lt in hand, to meet dr&fta 

drawn by the Postmaster General, and coun.tersigned by the Auditor of the Post Office Department. 

Sec. 210. Collt.ctlon ofHcee arethO!e which are required to pay over their net proceeds quarterly to tM 

mail contractor named in their special instructions, upon the production by him, from time to time, of 

the proper orders and receipts sent to him by the Department. In thue quarterly payments mu.rt be in· 
alwkd aU moneys received f<lr postage Jtamps and stamped envelopel iold. 

REGULATIONS. 31 
Sec. 211. Certain postmasters are designated as depositaries of the funds of the offices in their vicinity, 

and the postma&ters at such offices are ordered to deposit quarterly with them. 

Sec. 212. A failure, either to deposit according to instructions, or to pay a draft when presented, or to 

pay over to a contractor, upon the production of the proper collection orders e.nd receipts, will be followed 

by tho removal of the delinquent poetmaster from office, unless satisfactorily explained to the Postmaster 

General. 

Sec. 213. 'Yant of funds can never be an excuse for failing to pay, or to deposite ; as the postmaster is 
not authorized to give credit for postages, which are regarded as ca&h in his hands. In like manner he 

is prohibited from using, loaning, investing, depositing in bank, or exchanging moneys roceivetl for post· 

ages, on pain of criminal prosecution . 
&c. 214. A postmaster cannot refuse to pay a draft or collection order, because the contractor is in· 

debted to him, nor because there ie an unsettled private accoun t between them, nor upon any otber pre-. 

text; but sm:h refusal is mn.de, by tho law, prima facie evidence of embezzlement, sulijecting him to 

punishment. 

Sec. 215, :E\'ery postmaster under orders to place his funds in a depository, will take duplicate certificates 

of each deposit, signed by tho proper officer, one of which should be transmitted to the 'l'hird Aseistant 

Postmaster General by the first mail thereafter, a.s the postmaster will not be entitled to a credit until 

Lhe reception of the certificate at the Department. 

&c. 21G. The deposite should include the whole amount due, whether for postage at the office ; for 

po;;tag:c stamps and st3.mped envelopes ; or for collections or dcposites made with tho postmaster on ac 

enunt of the Department or otherwise. 

Sec. 217. ro11tmasters at collection offices must be ready to pay over at the end of each quarter, &nd 

will tran-.:mil tht• contractor's receipt by the very first mail after payment is made. Such payments must 

iudnJe the whole amount on hand, whether arising from the postages of the qi;arter, or any preceding 

'I uartcrs1 from i:alcs of postage stamps or stamped t•nYelopes-or from moneys collected by, or deposited 

with tlie postmaster. The receipts must never Le put up with the quarterly return, but should Uc sent 

under a. separate envelope, aJJressed to the Auditor for the Post Office Department. 

Sec. '.::18. Every Postmaster of a "special office" will report to the Postmaster General, at the end of 

uach quarter, the Ualancc in his handd, over nod aborn the sums due the contractor for supplying his 

uOke with tlie mail1 in orJer that the Department may make a proper disposition of such lmlance. 

Se.c. 219. Postmasters at "special offices," when under orders to pay their respective contractors, \t'tll 

not on ly pay promptly, Lut lose no time in transmitting to tho Auditor for tlle Post Ofticc Departmont 

tlH' r1•ceipts takl'n for their quarterly payments. 
Sec. 220. All payments to the Department, whether upon drafts, or otherwise, must l>c in specie ; and 

postmasters, in rt'Ceiving paymen t  of postages, or other dues to the Department, should always bear in 

mintl that they are hound to pay them over in the legal currency of tho United Statt>s . 

. sa. :2::!1. Ko allowance can l>e ma.de to a postmaster for deficiency in weii;:ht of money received for 

postag:c. Neither can any allowance or renumeration !Jc mndo for losses i>y fire, rolJIJcry, or theft1 nor 

.-au compensation Le made for �ollecting or payingovrr moneys to the Department, not arising from post· 

ages at his oflier. 

CH A PTER XX V .  

-�PPLIC.H'/ONS FOR PAYMEXT ARD RENEll'AL O F  LOST DRAFTS O R  WARRANTS. 

::kc. 222. Jn all cases where application is ma.de for the issue of a duplicate draft or warrant, uponJbe 

lllegation that the original is lost, every such application must Ue addressed to the Auditor for the Poet 

Office Department, and must be accompanied Uy a statement, on oath or affirmation, by the applicant, or 

the person who is the legal bolder thereof, showing the time, place, and all the circumstances attending 

the los!!I or destruction of the draft or warrant, with its number, date and amount ; in whose favor it waa 

\Baued ;  and if assigned, to whom made payablc j together with any other particulars relating to it within 

1be knowledge of the applicant. 
12 
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Sec. 223. The applicant must aleo produce a letter or certificate from the otftcer or person on whom 

the draft or wa.rra.nt may have been drawn, l!lbowing that it has not been paid-also that payment of the 

ame will not thereafter be made to the owner, or any other person whatever. 

&c. 224. The duplicate, when IHued, shall have the eame tenor, force, and etrect as the original, un· 

letMJ tn caee or aselgnment, the aaalgnee of the lo1t draft produce due authority from the drawee for the 

ileae of the duplicate in his own favor. 

C H A PTER X X V I .  

CONJlISSIONS OF POSTN.ASTERS. 
Sec. 225. Poetmaaten are entitled, by law, since July 1, 1854, to the following commi88iona on the 

amount of poet.ages received by them in t.aeli quarter of t/i.( year, A:'fD JN DUI PROPORTION FOR AlifT RAO
l'IONAL PART or A QUilLTD; but no Postmaster can re<:elve a larger compensation from commissiona than 

$600 per quarter: 

"On a eum not exceeding one hundred dolla.r1, 60 per cent. ; on a eum over tho first, and not exceed

ing four build red dollars, 60 per cent.; on a 1um over and above the first four hundred doll are, and not 

exceeding twenty-four hundred dolla.ra, 40 per cent. i on all eums over twenty-four hundred dollan, 16 

per cent.;" consequently these rates or commiasion ar� 

60 per cent. on the first 

60 next 
40 
16 OD all OTer 

$100 

300 
2,000 

2,400 

&c. 226. The rate of commiuion upon letter poet.ages prepaid by stamp!! is the same as tf the whole 
letter poRtagea were coUected ln money ; that ls, in summing up the amounts on which commieefona are 
calculated, the amount ofletter poetagee on those prepaid by stamps sent will be included in the genera] 
amount the same M though the whole letter.po8tagea were collected in money; but they should be entered 

in th• proper line In the a.ccount current. 

&c. 227, The rate of commission on netnpaper poet.ages is fifty per cent., in all cases, whether the 

amount be large or small. 

&c. 228. One cent is allowed for th• delhery of each free manuscript letter, (those addressed to the 
Poetmaater excepted,} to offices where the commisalon doea not amount to $SOO per quarter. 

Ste. 229. On the postages of letters recehed for distribution at the General Distribution Offices, a com· 

mlaalon of 123-i per cent. ie allowed. 

&c. 230. On the postage of letten recehed at a frontier office nod sent to Canadfl, a commission of S� 
per cent., and on th08e received Crom Canada for dh1tributton , a commission of 7 per cent. is allowed. The 
amount.a should be made up of postage! recehed from and sent to Canadu omces, and not United Stat.el 

olllcee. 

&c. 231. An &llowance of two mills will be made for each weekly newspaper, not chargeable with 

poetaget delivered to an actual aubecriber lhing within the county where such paper is published : Prf>o 
ttided, 1uch pa.pen are properly entered upon the transcript ; that is, the transcript should show the 

number of eubscribers, bow often and where published, and also the Wtal number of papers. Thia doe1 

not include 11 exchanges" between editors and publishers. Whenever the allowance is claimed by a Poet· 

muter out of the county for papers deliTered to aubscrlbera living within the county whore the paper i1 

publU.bed, the Poetmaster must at.ate this fact, in writing, on the transcript, or the allowance will not � 

made. 

So:. 232. Ten centa hi allowed for ea.ch monthly register of the arrival and departure of the mails, 101un 
regoAred by and rdurn<d to the Department. 

IJ«;, 233. At omooe where the mail la, by contract, to arriTe regulllrly between the houra of 9 o'clock in 
tile eTening and 6 o'clock. 1.n the morning, 70 instead of 60 per cent. is allowed on the fl.rat hundred dollan 
of letter poetage: Pl"Ol1illetl, ouch Poet:muler tranomlt, with hla quarterl1 return, hia certiJlcale to lbe 
llllowlng e1'lect, 'ri&: 

REGULATIONS. 33 
POST Ornax, --- ---, 18�. 

"I certify that the regul&r time for the a.rrival of the mail &t my office, for the quarter ending --
---, was between the hours of 9 o'clock in the enniog and 6 o'clock in the morning. 

" --- ---, P. M." 

.Nott.-Unletis the eertiftcate le in due form, and is made a part of the return in which the allowance is 
clo.imed, it wilt not be ma.de. 

&c. 2:::4. Letter postages prepaid by 11ta.mpe ahould not be Included in the "postage of paid letters sent," 

on No. 7 of the account current, but the amount prepaid by etamp!! mu.et be stated on the credit side of 
the nceollnt, on No. 23, for the purpose or calcult1.ting commiasions thereon ; and the aame regulation applies to new11paper1 prepaid by stamps. 

Su. 235. Postma.steni are not allowed any commission on printed matter made free by the frank of a 
member of Congress. 

&c. 236. The postma.ater who collects the postage on newa:papen, periodicals, magazines, &c., quarter
ly or yearly in advance, is entitled to tb� commsssk:ios on tbe same, although he mny go out of office im
mediately thereafter and the paper or periodical be delivered by his successor. He should, boweTer, leaTe 

in the office a. record of all such payments. 

&c 237. Tne annual compensation to which postma.stcre are limited will be computed for the fiscal 
year commencing the tint of July, and ending the 30th of June, and in do.e proportion for an,T period 

Iese tha.n a year. 

C H A PTE R X X Vll.  

HAIL CONTR.&CTS AND BIDS. 

&c. 238. The Union is divided Into four contract sections; a letting for one of these sectiom1 occnra 
every year, and contra.eta are made •t so.ch lettings for four consecutive years, commencing on the first 
day of July. 

&c. 239. The sections and their current contract terms are-

1. Maine, New Ha.mp8hire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New York

currcnt term to end 30th June, 18.57. 

2. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delawtl.To, Maryland, and Ohio-curreot term to end 30th June, 1866. 

3. Virginia, North Carolinp., South Carolina., Georgia, and Florida-current term to end 30th Jun'"' 

1859. 
,, 

4. Michigan, Indiana, Illinois. Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Kentucky, TenneHec, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana., Te:r.ae, California, :\:linncsota, Oregon, New Mexico, Utah, Washington, Nebr&aka 

and Kansas.---4:urrent term to end 30th June, 1868. 

&c. 2.tO. Each contractor will execute with sureties, contracts in duplicate, both to l>e returned to the 
Contro.ct Office. One of these duplicates will be preserved in the Contract Omce, and one reported to the 

Auclitor. A copy will be furnished to the contractor by the Contra.ct Olllce, if requeated. 

Sl.e. 2.tl. If a. poet offlce depend for its supply of the mail upon the po!!tages it collects, and the net pro 
ceedB thereof fall abort of the amount which the contractor or carrier may be authorized to receive, be 

will have no claim on the Department for the deficiency. If, however, the proceeds of the office supplied. 

for a portion of the term of a special contract, fall short of the sum allowable to the contractor, and during 
another portiou of that term e:r.ceed. It, the e::r.cess, or 80 much thereof ae ma.y be necessary (1.>r that ptu"lo 

pose, is to be applied to the payment of the deficiency. 

&c. 242. During the exletenoe of a contra.ct for supplying an offico, the postmaster can only pay accord· 
ing to instructio ns, or in conformity with the contrnct, and he must forward to the Auditor the receipt 
of the contractor for each payment, immediately upon the clo.se of the quarter. 

&c. 243. When any contractor fa.ile to commence or abandons the service stipulated in bis co'ltract, ft 
ber.omes the duty of the poetmasten at the ends of the route to report the fact to the Contract Oftlce, and 

to furniah the name of the person who will enter into contract at the Ioweat price, for the reaidue of the 
term. 
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Su. 244. After the expiration of a contract, and until tho Postmaater General b9.8 decided upon a new 
contract, or upon the expediency of discontinuing the office, poetmaeten cannot make any payment un· 

Jess expressly authorized to do so by the Postmaster General. 

&c. 245. Contractors are required, in n.n:cases, toco.rry the cntiro mail, and are not permitted to leave 
bags of newspapers and pamphlets on their routes; they must give due attention to Urn preservation of 

mail bags, and must not allow them to be dragged about upon the pavement, or otherwi.ee injured. 

&c. 246. Tho Postmaster General may annul a contract for failures on the part of the contractor ; for 
violating the Poet Office laws ; disobeying the instructions of the Department ;  for refusing to dischargo 
a carrier when required. by tho-Department, or for assigning the contract without the conseut of the Post· 

master General. 

&c. 247. The Postmaster General is prohibited by law from kno�ingly making a contra.ct for the 
tn.n!llportation of the mail with nny person who shall have entered into nny combination, or proposed tu 

enter into any combination, to prevent the making of any bhl for a mail contract by any other person 

..>r persons, or who shall baveJma.de any agreement, or shall have given or performed1 or promised to givt:1 

or perform, any consideration to do or not to do, anything whatever in order to imlncc any other pcrsott 
or persons not to bid for a mail contract. 

Sec. 248. A bid received after the time deslgnu.ted in the advertisement, or without the guaranty n • 
qulred by law, or that combines several routes to ono sum of compensation, cannot bo cousitlcrcd i11 

oompetitlon with a regula.r proposal not adjudged to be extravagant. 

See. 249. The Postmaster General may annul the contract for repeated failures ; for violating the l"'Nt 

Office laws ; for disobeying the instructions of tho Department; for refusing to Uischarg:e n carrier when 

required by the Department ; for assigning the contract without the consent of tho Postmaster GC'nC'ral• 

or for setting up or running an expreee as aforesaid, or for transporting persona conveying mnil maltC'r 
out of the mail. 

Ste. 250. The Postmaster General may alter tho contract, nnd alter the schedule, be nllowiog n 1•r1..� 

rata increase of compensation, within the restrictions imposed l>y law, for the additional SC'nicc required 

or for increased speed, if the employment of a.<lditional stock or carriers is rendered nccess:lry ; liut th" 

contractor may, in cBBe of increasod expedition, relinquish tho contract on timely notice, if ho prcfor it 
to the change. 

Sec. 251. The Postmal!lter General may annul the contra.ct, or discontinue, or cutail the scnice anii 

pay, when ho wishes to dispense with the service, in whole or In part, or to place a higher or tlifferenl 
grade of service on the route, or whenever tho public interests require such discontinuance or curto.ilweut 

for any other cause, ho n.llowing one month's extra pay on the amount of service dispensed. with. 

C H A PT E R  XXVlll.  

OF SCHEDULE CHANGES, TRANSFERS, AND MAIL MESSENGERS. 

&c. 252. An application for achedule change cannot be gr.i.nted-

1. Without the assent of the Postmastere at the ends of the Route, excepting in case or manifL"st 

neoeesity. 

2. Or, unless agreed to by the Contractor, except in casea where the propriety of the change is ch:nrly 

ab.own. 
3. It e&nnot be granted il more running time is aaked than i11 given in the contuct Behedulcs j-

4. Or, if it break11 oonnection with any other Route. 

i;. Or, i! it put.I the Hail on a wrong day for the Newspapers circulated over the Route. 

6. Or, if it pre•ent.s or 11111ens any other special accomoduion to tho public. 
7. Or, it it !ails to ahow a good re&IOn for the change. 

REGULA'fIONS. 

&c. 253. Application for tra.nefor of contracts should be in the following form, viz : 

ROUTE No. from to 

miles times per week. 

35 

I request that the contract for tho above Route and service be duly transferred to and made with 

of 

in lieu or myself, to take effect from 
(to be signed by the Contractor.) 

I agree to take the contract for the above named Route, and service, as proposed by Mr. 

and will en;age to perform the service required thereon. 

1 am well ncquainted with Mr. 

(to be sibned by the proposed transferee.) 

and recommend him a.s a responaible and auitablt> 

person to convey the ma.ii on the above named Route. 
(to be signed by a Postmaster.) 

&c. 254. The following Regulations apply to mail messenger aervice : 

1.  Milli messengers arc not required to execute a contract, and arc not appointed for a. definite period. 

Z. Such service is not to l>c employed without express authority from the Contract omce. 

3. The Railro&d and Steamboat contractors arc to have it performed at a.11 offices within o. quarter of a 
mi lo of their depot�, etation�, or la.ndings, as well n.s at tho terminal offices of their routes. 

4. The compensation of messengers engaged by tho Department i.!I always limited to tho net yidd of 
t.he offices supplied. 

5. Postmasters cannot draw pay for the performance of such d•ty 

C H A P T E R  X X I X .  

ATTENTION TO TIIE MANNEll O F  CARRY/KG THE MAILS. 

811;. �;)5. Emry postmaster will consider himself the agent.of tho Department, in regard to its a.train 
1 · 1  his immediate vicinity, so far as to carefully observe, and promptly report to it, eYcrything tending 

tv affect its interests, efficiency nnd utility . 

• C\{oc. 25G. It isespecially expcctctl that he will keep o. ,·igilant eye upon the manner in which the maihi 
r..r� c:irricd to and from his office. This is amon:;st the mo8t important of his dutiea. 

,"\,·c. 257. Postma.stcrs will report every instance in which the ma.it is brought to bis office by n. person 

untler the &J;e of16 years, or 'vbo has not been duly sworn. 

S;c. 258. If a ma.it-carrier, having tho mail in charge, become intoxicated, ho will instantly dismisFI 
i 1  im, employ another at the expense of the eon tractor, and report the facts to tho Department. 

Sec. 259. Ile will report promptly:nll irregularities of mail-carriers, in charge of the ma.ii, and the 
ca.uses, when known. 

&c. 26C. If the mail arrive witbout n. lock, he will a.scertn.in where the fault ls, and report it to the 

Department. 

S .. :c . 261. If the mail be carried on horseback, he will see that it be covered with nn oil-doth or b<'!lr· 
skin: If in n stage, that it be carried in a secure dry boot under tho driver1s feet, or in the box which 

constitutes tho driver's seat : If in a sulky or other vehicle, he will aee that it be well protected from 
tho weather. 

Sec. 262. He will nlso carefully observe hew mails are carried by nny steamers landing nrn.r his office, 

nod will report to the Inspection Office every case in which be finds them exposed on deck, or not secured 
in some proper place under lock and key. 

Sec. 263. When the newspaper ma.ii, on a stage route, 1s lnrgc, and separate from the letter mail, it 
!lU\Y be carried in the boot behind tho stage, but it must not be exposed to the wce.tbdr. 

Sec. 264. Pol!tma.st"r'!l will report nll instances in which the mails aro carried without being secured 

from the weather, as above directed. 

Sec. 265. When the mail stops over night where there is & post-omce, it must be kept in the olBce. 

n 0 3 3 �· 5· ::i !!' 
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C H A PTER X X X .  

REPORT OF .A.RRIY".ALS .AND DEP.ARTURES O F  THE /Jl.4ILS TO BE JI.A.DE BY 
POST/JI.ASTERS. 

&c. 266. Postmuten at tbe eods of enry mall route, and such others u the �tmuterOeneral may 

direct, will keep registtra of the &rrl?al Aud Jeparture ot maih which ue opened at their oftlces, respectln . 

ly, sett.log forth the exact time of each arril'al and departure. &.nd the manner of the connyaoce when 

it Tarles rrom. the contract, and gh1ng the reuons for e•ery delinquency or f3ilure to arri'f'e ai tho time 

preacribed In the 1::>bedt1lee1 if known to them, or can be a.!Certa\ned by them on proper inquiry. 

&c. 267. Postma.st.era at the end.a of route1 on which the mails are carried less than eix times a week, 

will forward the Regi1ter to the Department at the close of every month. 

Su. 268. Poetmut.ere at the eDd1 of all routes on which the malh are carried aix times a 1"Mk or 

more, wUI return these Regiaten at the cloee of each wee.t., uoleu otherwiae specially directed. 

&c. 269. Whenenr the mall 11 carried by any other person than the contractor or his autboril:ed 

agent or carrier, the fact is to be noted on the Register. 

Ste. 270. Be1ide1 tbeee stated tabular reports, poetma.eten at-the ends of rontea and also at interme

diate point.a will promptly report by letter, all extraordinary fe.ilnres, interruptions or abandonment of 

routea ; and in f&ct gi•e from time to time, all 1uch information aa ma.y aid the Department in enforcing 

the atrlct.est l>erformanoo ot duty on the part of oontractors and securing for the community the greatest 

poeaible rtgul�ty, safety and efBcieocy in the mall atuvice. 

&c. zn. Special report.a, and all complaints of m.&il failures, should atate tht nu1'11.ba, or, if tho num-

ber ii not known. the ttrmini of the route. 

&c. 272. Particular care must be exercised to the making out of all registen of arri'ral1 and departure• 

of the m&lls. Tbe blank• at the head of each should aU be properly filled-giving the name, county and 

State of the o1ftce, the number of the route, and the names of the places where it terminates, with the 

oontract days and boun of &rrinl and departure. All registen should be/uUy dated-showing the <hly 

ot the 'WU.k, the month and the year. When there ill a failure to arrln or depart, write oppoeite to its. 

date "Jibilure ;" when a failure to connect, write "Failed to connut;'' and when a complaint for Cailur& 
to arrive in time, write "Qmaplaint." 

C H A PTER X X X I .  

F.AILURES OF M.AILS .AND FINES. 

&c. 2'73. J'ailureB of ma.He to arrive at t.he ends of routea and other point! within coo.tract time, can

not but be known in all caaea to contracton or their ageota. 

Su. 274. No notice, therefore, is necessary to bo giYen to contra.etoni of failures to arrive in any poet 
omce In contract time, a.s reported by postmasters to the Department, but when the failure 11 caueed by 

the neglect of a carrier employed by the contractor, the postmaster will notify the contractor of the fail

ure and require him to take meaaures to prevent its recunence. 

&c. 275 Should a mall at any time fail to &rriTe at the end of a route, or at any intermediate post 

omce, where the time of arriTal la fixed, within the time specified. in the contract or schedule, it will be 
expected of enry contractor immediately, by himself or agent, to send bis P.xcuse to the In11pectlon 

Omoe, eetting forth, particularly, the cau1e of the failure ; and it, aft.er waiting a reasonable ttme,fno 

apeciftc and aatieCactory excuse be receh'ed, the Chief Clerk is directed to present the ca.se thu1 reported 

to the Po1tm1L1ter General for ftne. 

&c. 276. A. lp&Citic excuse ia required tor each specU\c delinquency of any contractor ; so that general 

alJegatloDJ will n�t be admitted. If bad ro&da be alleged, a 1peci60 report must be made of what portion 

of the road wu to bad ae to obetruet the mails, and what wuitl peculia.r condition ; if high waters, ii 

must bl ahown wha.t water coureee were lmpauable; and eo of all other excu.... 

REGULATIONS. 31 
&c. 277. In all ca.ses there ia to be a forfeiture of the pay of the trip when the trip la not run ; and of 

not more tban three times the pay of the trip when the trip ie oot run, and no aumcient excuse for t.h.1 
failure ii furnished ; a forfeitnre of at lea.at one-fourth p&rt of it when the running or arrival ia eo far 
behind time as to lose the connexion with a depending mail; and forfeiture of a due proportion of it when 

a grade of service is rendered inferior to that in the contract. These forfeitures may be increued into 
penaitiea of higher amount, according to the nature or frequency of the f&ilurea and the importance of 
the maiJ. 

&c. 278. Whenever it be satis!a.ctorily shown that the contra.cton, their carriers, or agents, ba"e left 

or put &aide tho mail, or any portion of it, for the a.ccommodation of passengers, they aha.II forfeit not 
e1.ceeding a qua.rter1s pay. 

&c. 279. J!ioes will l>e impo1ed unleu the delinquency be aat.ilfactorlly explained to due time, for 

failing to take from, or deliver at, a post officd, the mail or any part of i t :  for suffering it to be wet, ln

Jnred, Jo1t, or destroyed : for conveying it in a. place or manner that exposea it to depredation, loss, or 

injury; for refusing after demand to convey a mail by any coach, railroad car, or .iteamboat, which the 
eantractor regularly rune, or ii concerned in running, on the route, beyond the specified number of tripe 

In thA contrnct, and for not arriving at the time aet: and for setting up or running an expreu to trantm.it 

r.ommerciW intelligence in advance of the ma.il, a penalty will be exacted equal to a quarter's pay. 

C H A PTER X X X l f .  

POST.AGE STAMPS .AND ST.AMPED ENVELOPES. 

Su. 280. To facilitate the prepayment of po1tages npon letters and packages, post.ago stampa and 

stamped envelopes, of suitable denominations, are provitl.ed and furnished by the Postmaater General, 

pureuant to the acts of Coogres! on the subject. 

Su. 281. '.rhose stamps and envelope• are furnished only to postmaaters for 1ale. Poe:tmaetera who 

f&il to supply therruelves from the Department muat purchue temporary aupplies from the neareat 

offices, for cash. 

&c. 282. Postmasters who purcbasf'I stamps or stamped en.,.elopea from other postmasters, under the 
preceding rr.gul1ttlon., are not required to render to the Department any account of such purchues and 

1&le1. 

&c. 283. Every postmMter receiving stamp• or stamped enTelopes for aale, directly from the Depart
ment, will, o.t the end of each quarter, charge himself In bis quarterty a.ccount current, with any 

amount of such articles ho may have received from hia predecessor, or which remained on hand at the cloae 
of the preceding quarter, adding thereto the a.mounts received from the Department during the quarter 

ju.st ended, a.nd crediting himself with the amount of atamps and envelopea then rem11.in1ng on hand 

The balance or the account thus stated will represent the amount of stamps and stamped envelopes sold, 

which must be a.dded on tho debit side or his quarterly account current to the amount due on the regula.r 

rt"tarn of postages for the quarter. 

&c. 28-t. In case of resignation, removal, or death, the postmuter, or hts representative, will not be al

lowed a credit for any stampa or envelopes, turned over to his successor, unleassuch successor have duly 

qualified by giving bondi nor unless hia receipt for the amount shall be transmitted to the Auditor for tho 

Post Office Department before the end of the quarter in which the stamps or envelope. were turned over. 

&J;. 285. If any p1'.rcel of post.age st.amps or stamped envelopes be damaged, the Poetma.ster will sign 

the receipt for the whole amount of the parcel, and, having written across the face of the receipt the num

bor a.nd amount of stamps or envelopes unfit for use, be will return such, together with the receipt, to the 

Third Assistant Postmaster Genera.I, who will give credit for tho amount returned. Dut if the damage be 
total, tho entire parcel shoulc.I. be returned, with the receipt not signed, that a parcel in order may be Bent in. 

place of them. If the damaged stamps or envelopes be not returned, no credit therefor will be given. 

Ste.. 286. Postmutera are expected, in each caae, to order such qu&ntity aa upon a careful estimate, ma7 

be deemed a sufficient supply of the various kinda of stamps And e nTelopes for three months i and they an 

required. in evP<ry instance, to write the no.me of the post ofH.ce, county, and State plainly at the bead of 

thetr orders, which 1bould be signed by the Postmasters t.bemselve1, and relate to no other subject what

enr. 
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&c. 28i. The envelopes are to be sold FOR CA.BR to postmasters and all other persons, at the following 
rates, viz : No. 1, or note size, at 18 cents a hundred, in a.ddition to the value of th� stamps ; No. 2, or 
letter size, at 20 cents a hundred, in addition to the value of the stamps; and No. 31 or official size, at 32 
cents a hundred, in addition to the value of the stamps. 

&c. 288. In making sale of envelopes, Postmasters are expected to evince a due spirit of accommoda· 
tion, but they are not required to lose the fra.ctions of a cent in selling small quantities i and, if a Poet· 
master cannot readily make change, tbe purcha.ser must tander the exact amount for tho number 
be wants. 

&c. 289. The law makes no compensation to postmasters for the sak of pottage slamps or ltampttl 

tnvelcpu, except by the allowa.nce of commissions on such as a.re used in pre-payment of postage on 
letters aBd packages •mt frum. their ojfu:u; neither does it allow RDY di�count to thoso who purchase. 

&c. 200 The 2d Section of the act of 3rd Ma.rch, 1855, provides that it shall not be lawful for nny post
muter or other person to sell any postage atamp or std.mped envelope for any larger sum than tl..1&t indi
cated upon the face of such poet&ge stamp or for a. larger sum than tha.t charged therefor by the Post 
Om.ce Departmen� a.ad that any person who shall violate this provision shall be deemed guilty of a misde
meanor, and, on conviction thereof shall be find in any sum not less than ten nor more than five hundred 
dollars. Postage stamps will therefore be sold for no more than their face ; and stamped envelopes for no 
more than Postmasters are charged for them by the Department. 

&c. 291. Postage stamps and stamped ennlopes, may bo used in pre-payment of postage on letters 
io foreign countries, in all cases where such pre-payment can be made in money. 

&c. 292. When letter& to foreign countries are pre-pa.id by stamps or stamped envelopes, tho mailing 
Postmuter should cancel the stamps, and be careful to rate and mark the letters with red ink as if pre
paid in money. 

&c. 293. A Postmaster may not refuse to mail and forward a letter o.s pro-paid, becauso tho poatag<' 
st.amp or eta.rope affixed to it, or envelopes containing it, were not purchased at bis office. 

&c. 294. A letter bearing a eta.mp, cut or separated from a stamped envelope, cannot Uo sent through 
the mail as a prepaid letter. St&mps so cut or separated from�stamped cn,·elopcs lose their logal value. 

&c. 295. All pO!tage atampS am.xed to letters, packets or parcels of any description, and all stamped 
envelopes, must be im:m«iiat.dy and effectually cancelkd, in the office in which the letters, pnckets or 
p&reels may be deposited �r transmission or delivery. The cancellation should be effecteU by the we of 

black prinler'1 ink wherever tha't mattriaL can bf: obtained ; and where it cannot, the operation sLoald 
be performed by making stvera.1 hoo.vy crosses or prLrallel lines upon e&ch !tamp with a pen dipped in 
sood black writing ink. 

&c. 296. If the cancelling have been omitted on the mailing of the letter, packet, or parcel, or if the 
cancellation be incomplete, the postmaster a.t the office of delivery will cancel the stamp in the manner 
directed, and forthwith report the delinquent postmo.ster to the PoatmutcrOeneral, a.s tho law requires. 

&c. 291. The use of the office dating or postmarki_ng stamp ns a cancelling instrument is prohibited.
t#lka! it bt med 'W'ith black printer'• ink: and in such manne:r a1 tlwroughLy to effect the object. 

&c. 298. Letters &nd packeta, and parcels chargeable with letter postage, and prcpaiU by stamps or 
at&mped envelope11, will be entered on the post-billa, and also on the transcripts of mails sent and m&iJl!I 
reoeived, in the appropriate columns, beaded " prepa.id by stamps." 

&c. 299. The postage on new11papen1 magadnNI, and pamphlet.a, prepaid by stamps, will, in like 
manner, be entered in th9 proper transcript or account of nowspa.pers, maguines, pamphlets, and other 
prepaid ptinted ma.tter in the column headed " prepaid by stamps." 

&c. 300. In ma.king up his quarterly account ttie pOAtma.ster will not charge liimst!:if in hie quarterly 
acoount current with the amount or ma1lable matter prepaid by stamp11, or stamped envelopes, which 
may have ��n received at or sent from his office; but he may take bis commis11ions on the amount of 

tuck matter originally 1ent from hi! ojfict, in the same manner as if the pre-pa.yment bad been made in 
money, and without reg&rd to where the stamps or envelopes may have been purcha.aed. 

Sec. 301. All postage stamps or envelopes, whether atta.cbed to letters, pa.eke ts, or parcels chargeable 
with letter poetage, or to newapapers, maga.zines, pamphlets, or other printed matter, must be entered 
in the appropriate columns or tho transcripts belonging to the quarterly returna, and the column! care
flllly footed up, that the Departmen t  may readily uoerta.in the quantity or stampa and envelopes used 
In the malls and cancelled. 

REGULATIONS. 39 
Su. 302. Postmastera receiving postage stampll or envelopes from the Department for sale, will pay 

over the money by them received for stamps sold1 at the same time and in the same ma.oner a.a their spe 
cial instructions require them to pa.yover tho quarterly balances due for postage. 

&c. 303. No application enclosing money to the Department for stamps or envelopes will be nttcnded 
to further than to return the money by ma.il, and refer the o.pplicnot to tho oca.rcst pOst office authorized to 
sell stamps. 

&c. 304. The law provides, if any person shall u�e, or attempt to use, for the conveyance of any letter 
or other mailable matter or thing, over any po�t.-road 'of the United States, either by m&il or otherwise, 
any stamp, or stamped ltltter envelope, which has been before used for a like purpose, such person shall 
be liable to n penalty of fifty doll&rfl, to Uc rccovcreJ. in the name of the Unitod St.ates, in any court ha.ving 
com pet.en t jurisdiction. 

Se.c. 305. When unpaid letter�, or lcttrrs bca.rin� post.'lgc stamps tho.t have evidently been UFed 
before, nm left at any post office by per�C'lne unknown to the postmn.ster, he will retain such letter..i until 
the end of the quarter, and will then forward them with his '}nnr�1·rly rt:turns-cn.llin::; the nttcntion of 
the Department to those bearing cancelled stamps, that the writer may theu be de:llt with l\Ceording to 
law. If1 however, such letters should be reclaimed before the end of the 'Jltarte1·1 tl:mm unpaid m:ir be 
restored to the writers, but those bearing cancelled stamps will not be so restored, unless upon satisfac· 

tory proof that such stamps wero used ignorantly, or without fraudulentjlntent. 

&c. 306. When a letter bearing a cn.ncelled stamp is posted by a person known to the postmaster' 
or whenever be shall ucertaln the name of the person who ha.a posted such letter with frat(dulenl 

intent, he will i mmediately present the ca.ee-by a written atatement thereof-to the Attorney for tho 
United States Jn the District where his office ls aituated. 

C H A PT E R  X X X l l l. 

OFFICE BLANKS, RAThYG ST.AMPS, <b;. 

Sec. 301. Post On-Ice blanks will be furnished to postma.ateu, on their written requisitionfl, from the 
following 11gencies : 

DISTRICT No. I. 

AGENCY AT WASHINGTON CITY, D. C. 

Postmasters in the District of Columbia, Virginia., North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama. 
and Florida, will n.pply to the " Pir&t .A!.ti.!'tant Po&trncuf.tr Gtneral, Wa.sht'ngton, D. C." 

DISTRICT No. 2. 

AGENCY AT NEW YORK CJTY. 

Pol!ltmasters in MA.ine, New Hampshire, Vermont, MMaachusc:tts, Rhode l!la.nd, Connecticut, !\pw 
York, New .lcrsP.y, Pcnmyh•ania., DelawA.re, l\faryland, California, Oregon, and Wa.shingt;.m, will R)'i1ly 
to the 1= Blani·.· Agtnl at lfew rork, .J.V. r." 

DISTRICT No. 3. 

.A GE.J.VCY .AT CJ1YCJNKA TT, 0. 

PO!tma.sters in Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Misaouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Texa.e:, New Mexico, 
Utah, Ohio, I ndiana., Illinois, Michiga.n, 'Wisconsin, low&, Minnesota., Nobraska, and Kansn.s, will apply 
to the " Blanl,; .Agent at Cincinnati, 0." 

Ste. 308. When the post.,ges collected at an office amount to $100 a year, the name of tho postmaster 
and of his office will be printed on the post-bills. When the gross receipts of a.n office amount to $50 a 

year the Postmaster is entitled to wrnp1ling paper, l!le&ling wax, a.nd twine, at tbs abon agencies. 
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&c. 309. Post Offtces, tbe grosa receipts or which are over $1,000 per annum, will be furni�bed with 
circular marking and rating 11tampt1 of a�I ; lass than $1,000 and over, �00, with stamps of Iron ; ten 

than $500, and over $LOO, with sta.mpe of wood. Applic&tion for theee stamps should be made to the 

Appointment Office. If procurtld elsewhere by postma.stera themselves, it must be done at their own 
expense. 

Sec. 310. Letter balances, upon the like application, e.r., furnished to offices which collect in postagea 

$15 & year. 

C H A PTER XXXIV. 

MAIL LOCKS AND KEl"S. 

&c. 311. Locke and keys are furnished, when wanted, upon application to the Impection Office, ad· 

dressed to the " CmEF CLERK.'' These applications, o.nd all other oft\cial etatemcnts ath.lressed to the 

Inspection Office, should be signed by the postmaster only, except in case of 1tickne88 or unavoidable ab
ecmcc, when they may be eigned by an a.ssistaot. 

&c. 312. Postmasters at the principal offices are supplied with several locks io order that they ma.y 

be used when extra mail bags are forwarded. 

&c. 313. The mail key should be kept with great care. It should never be carried out of t h e  office, 

but be secured therein, under lock, and accessible only to the postmaster and bis assistant. It will be 

deemed highly reprehensible in any postmaster to loee the mail key. 

Ste. 314. Application for mail keys should be made directly to the Inspection Office, and should state 

the rea.son why a new key is \V&nted. If one be lost or l.lroken, it� place may be EUJ111lktl by borrowing 

from an a.djacent office, until another ie furnished by the Inspection Office, when the borrowed key must 

00 returned. 

&c. 315. In case a key is lost or broken the chain or strap of the mail hag ought not to be cut, but the 

f11ct should be notified to the next postmaeter, who should be requested to take out the packets addreSS(.•d 

to his ofDce, and send them out of the mail, until a new key be obtained. 

&c. 316. Every postmaster, in cases where the mail arrives at his office without a Joc:k upon the bag, 

should procure a common pad lock, and lock up the mall therewith, the key of which to be scaled up, 

and delivered to the carrier, and addressed to the next postmaster on the route. 

&c. 317. ·whenever a lock shall be broken, or otherwise become u nfit for use, it must, in every caee, 
be immediately returned by mail to the Inspection Offico. 

&..c. 318. 'Vhen an application for a new Key is made to supply the place of a broken key, all the 

parts of the broken key should be returned •,o the Inspection Office. 

&e. 319. The law having made it felony to steal or to counterfeit any key suited to any lock which has 
1Jeen or sllall be a.Uopted for use upon the r Jails of the United States ;  or t'3 steal, embezzle, unlawfully uee 

or dispose of any such Jock, or any mail t-ags in use by or belonging to the United St.ates ; it becomes the 

duty of postmasters, ant! all other agents of this Department, to see that the penalties of theso provisions 

of law are enforced in every cwie of their violation. 

C H A PTER X X X V .  

MAl.L POUCHES .A. ND  NAIL BAGS. 

Ste. 320. All communications relating to portmanteaus, mail pouches and mail bage, should be ad

dr6B8ed to the u Cm&r CI.DX, Pon 0JPJ'lCJ: D&JPilTK.&NT." 

REGULATIONS. 41 
&c. 321. When a postmaster at the end of a route dbcovers a mail bag to be out of order, he will 

I mmediately ban it repaired and charge the amount in his account of contingent expenses, Rnd send • 

receipt therefor. But if it be so unsound as that the mail will not be secure lo it until It geta to the f'Dd 
of the route, the poetma.ster who first discovers its condition will ha.ve it repaired, even tbough it should 

detain the maH. 

Ste. 322. Mails of letters and newspapers, before being put into the mail bag, are to be ptR.ced In sepa

rate linen or light canvass bags, where such Mgs are used ; and whenenr these bags are worn out or 

lost, the postmasters at the ends of routes will apply to the Inspection Omce for such bags a.s may be 

necessary for the transportation of the mail. 

&c. 323. All mail bags not in use should be immediately returned to the office from which thoy were 

sent. Postmasters who send extra bags shoulU seo that they arc returned : this they can do by writing 

to tho postmasters who retain them. If they be not returned, the facts should be reported to the Inspec

tion Office. 

&c. 324. A sufficient number of mail bags should be retained at dletributlng offices, and at offlc03 

where the parts of a large mail arc BP.paratcd for several routes, to send tho mail matter for all �uch routes. 

Sec. 325. When anew mail bag ls wanted, application must be made to the Inspection Office, describing 

tho size and the number of the route on which it is to be used. No allowance will be made to postmasters 

or contractors for mail bags procured by them, without special instructions from the Department. 

&c. 326. Postmasters whoso omces R.re mail bag depots, may furnish mail bags in ca.�cs of great 

emergency, in which Cl\&es they will make 11 report to the Department, stating the kind of bag and tb11 

number of the route upon which it is plo.ced. 

&c. 3:27. Bags de�igned for newspaper mails, and without locks, have been 11legally withdrawn from 

the service of the Department, and applied to U1C uses of contractors or their drivers, for the conveyance 

of grain or for other private purposes ; and ma.ny of them have been sold or otherwise disposed of. 

\\'here\'er this aLuse ls known to have been practised, postmasters should notify every person implicated 

in it, that if he shall hereafter steal, purloio, cmbez:r,le, or con vcrt to his own use any mnil L11gs or other 

property Lclonging to the Post Office Dl'partment, he will thereby render bimse]f linLie to imprisonment 

for a perioU extending from one to three years, according to the amount of the embezzlement, antl to a 

fiuc not exceeding two huoUred dollars. 

&c. 328. Postmasters shou1U not permit mail bags or locks belonging to their offices to be withheld, and 

thert?by exhaust the supply of those articles. Jn e\·cry case they will give notice on their l'tst Bills, to 
postmasters who retain Lags or locks due their offices, to return the same forthwith, a.nd will report to the 

Dcpa.rtmcnt all wlio may Uisregard the notices so given. 

&c. 329. The following post offices nre constituted depositarice for mail bags and Jocks, viz: Portland, 

and Bangor, Mc.; Concord, N. II.; Montpelier nntl Rut.land, Vt.; Boston, M3.Ss. ; Providenco, R. I. ; 

Hartford and New Haven, Conn . ;  New York, Albany, Rocheeter and Buffo.lo, N. Y. i Trenton 

N. J. ; l'bilatlel1lhis., Harri!iburg and Pittsburg, Pa.; Baltimore, MLI.; Washington, D. C. ; Richmond, 

\Vhccling anU AbiogUon, Va. ; Raleigh anU Ashville, N. C. ; Charleston and Col um Lia, S. C. ; Au

gusta, Sani.nnab anU Col umbus, Ga. ; Tallahassee, l•'o.. ; Mobile, Tuscaloosa, Montgomery and Hunt11ville, 

A.la. ; Jackson nnJ Natchez, l\liss. ; New Orlca.ns, La. ; Little Rock, Ark . ;  Knoxville, Na.sbville and Mem
phis, Tenn. i Louisville, Ky. ; Columbus1 Cinciunati anLI Cleveland, Ohio; Detroit� Mich. ; Indianopolis and 

Vincennes, Ind. ; Springfield, Galena and Chica.go, Ill. ; Saint Louis, Jefferson City and Independence, Mo. ; 

Madison, Wis. ; Keokuck and Iowa City, Iowa ; Galvc�too, Clarksville and Nacogdoches, 1'exas ; San 
Francisco, Cal.; and Astoria, Oregon. 

C H A PT E R  X X XVI .  

REGISTRATION O F  LETTERS. 

&c. 330. Letterl!I, alleged tobe nluable, posted at one Post Office in the United Sta.te11, and deliverable 

nt another such office, shall from and after the first day of July, 1865, be registered at the office of mail

ing, on the application of the person posting the aa.me, and the payment of a regi,traJ.ion fee of five ctn.ti. 



42 REGULATIONS. 

/k. 331. Postmasters are instructed to enter all such letters in a book to be prepared and kept for 

the purpo6e, to be called the Rtai.pt Book (which , tn small omces1 will bo prepared by atttcbing together 

the several sheets of blank receipts furnished by this Department,) containing blank reccipte with o. wido 

margin for a brief dupltcate of each, u in Ba.nk check books. The postm8.8ter will enter In this margin 

the number of the receipt, the date of filling it, the nnme of the person to whom the letter ie addressed, 

and of the place to which it is to be mailed. He will then fill up tho raceipt to correi:rpond with this mar
ginal entry, sepa.rate it from the margin, aod deliver it to the person who deposited the letter. 

Ste. 332. &gislertd Ltttera will not be entered ln the ordinary account.a of mails receiver1 nntl sent, 

but separate accounts of such letters will be kept nt cn.cl1 Post Off!.cc, to be called account of 1·egist1.rul 

1.d.Ur1 rtctived, and account of regi.IU.red letter& stnt, l>lanks for which will be furnished by the Depart· 
ment 

&c. 333. When a letter has been received, registered, and receipted for, n.s directed in Section 331, tho 

Postm&Sterwill enter its number, the date of mailing, the rate of postage, the name of the p('rson to whom 

it is addressed, and of the office (whether of distribution or delivery) to which it is to be sent in hii; ac
count of Tt{/i&tered ld.ters sent. lie will ma.kc a. separate letter bill for each registered lett('r or pared of 

ragistered letters for the same office of dC'livcry or distribution, entering therein the n umhC'r, ntltlress. 

registration fee, and rate of postage of each. Ile will then mail each such lette r  or parcel of letters, in a 
ltparak package from his unregistertd litters. The letter bills of such reg-istered letters will not l.c 
enclosed in the packages with them, but such letter bills will be enclosed in a SC'parate \rl':tJiper or 

�nvelope, seakd and addressed to � Fb1tmasttr, at tho offl.co to which the correspondiog package o r  
registered letters i s  sent. 

To prcveot delay in the examination &nd comparison of letter bills, the Postmaster at each of the larger 

offices will a.ssigo to some confidenti&l clerk (not employed in opening the malls} the duty of open ing in 
his absence official letters addressed to him. 

Sec. 334. In all large offices, where letters are received, entered and mailed by different persons, it 

shall be the duty of the Poatma.ster either to keep the Receipt Book provitled for in Section 331, or to de!i&
nate some one 11pecially for that service. 

&c. 336. Tho Postma.stcr, or receiving clerk, having received a Jett.er for n•gistry, will pass it to the 
clerk who keeps the account of regi.Jtertd ldtus sent, who will receipt for it Uy writing his na.mc or initials 

across its marginal entry in the roccipt book. Ile will enter it In bis account of rcg:isterctl lcttere &l· nt, 

and keep it in a secure place of depoaite until the hour of mailing. He will then make up his  letter bill 

of reglatered letters, which is to be forwarded in a separate sealed wrapper or envelope as provided in Sl'C· 

tion 333, addreued to the Postmaster at the office to which the corresponding package of rc�strrel! IC'lfC'rS 

is to be sent. It shall o.lso be his duty to make up each package of r£'gistered lctterg, n1hlrcss it to th<' 

office of its destination, and see that it. is plo..ced in its appropriate ba.g at the moment when that bai; ii:; to be finally locked and sent from the office. 

Ste. 336. On tho receipt at the distributing office, of rcgietered letters for distribution, the clerk who 

opeDB a.nd distributes the mail, will apply to the PostmMter, or to such one of his assistants ns may bo au· 
thorized to open official letters addressed to him, for tho corresponding letter bill. Having compared the 

letters with tho bill, be will indorse it "correct" if lie finds it so, or will note the error if  thC're lie one, au<l 
will pa.ss it with the letters to the clerk who keeps tho account of registf'red letters ncefredjor distriliution, 
who will enter ita contents in his account and indorse upon it his si:;no.ture or initials. Ho will then fil1 

up the correaponding return bill, noting upon it whether correct or otherwise, and will pass it to the 
Pottmuter or bis principa.l U!listaat, who will see that it is returned by the first ma.ii therenfier with bi.3 

indorsement, to the office of mailing. 

&c. 337. Registered letters remailed at a. ilistributing office for their respective offic('S of dl·livery, Are to ho 
paaaed. from the charge of the clerk who keeps the account of registered letters receind, icto tho 

charge of the clerk who keeps the account of registered letters aent (if two are employell in thc·oo 

dutioa) who will receipt for them by endorsing the orginal lctter bill, and afterward ilispose of tl..iem in 

the same manner as provided i n Section 335, for letters originally mailed at the office. 

&c. 338. On the receipt o! registered lettera at smaller offices or delivery, the Postmaster or bis aEsis, 

tant will compa.re euch letters with their letter bill. make a duplicate upon the blank return bill tLnncxed 

and will then mark the return bill correct, or note upon it any error found in the origioal bill, a n d  

incloM i t  i n  a sealed wrapper o r  envelope_, anti mail i t  direct by first mail t o  the address o f  the Post· 

master at whott offia it wa1 originally mailed. 

&c. 839. On the receipt of registered lelters at the office or delivery, if it be a large one, the clerk ''ho 

opena the mall will apply for the post-bill, and otherwise proceed io the same mannC'r as prescribed in 

Sec. 836. The clerk who keeps the account of registered letters received, will, on receil'ing the letter-bill 
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ent�r its contents in his account, make a duplicate thereof on the blank return bi.ll which accompanies 
it, and having indorsed thereo n  the word " correct " if it be eo, or noted the error if there be one, be 

will pa.BB it to the Postmaster or bis principal 88!1istant, w h o  will inclose it in a sealed envelope and 

mail it dirut by first mail to tile address of tho Postmo.ster from whose office the bill waa received. 

&c. 34-0. When the duplicate letter bill of any registered letter or letters is returned from the oflioo 

of Wstribution or delivery to the office where it wns originally mailed, that fact shall, in each case, be not

ed by a check mark on the margin of the account of registerecl letters senl, opposite the origin:i.I entry � 

and if it be not duly returned, the failure shall in like manner be noted by a different check mark, nnll such 

failul'o shall in all large offices be imme1lia.tely reported by the clerk who keeps Utt accounts of registered 

Zetl.ers stnt to the Postmaater or hi!:I principal assistant, and each llostmaster will givo immediate notico 

to tho chief clerk of this Dcpo.rmeut of every such failure noted in his office. 
&c. 341. If upon the receipt of any duplicate or return lettor bill, it be found on exam ination that a 

letter ori:;inatly maileU with it is missing, or tliat any important error or discrepnncy is endorsed on it, 

the fa.ct will be duly noted on the account of registered lcttcr.i sent. and irumelliately reported to the 

chief clerk of tbfa department, and i f  the discrepancy implies a robbery of the mail, or if  a money 
letter or package of considerable value is found to be missing, such report will be madt. by ttlc!Jraph if 

possible. 

&c. 3·12. It will be lhC duty of the Postmaster to report by telegraph any ru3il ro!JUery of which he 

may otherwise recci\•e early information. 

&c. 343. On the delivery of n registered letter at the office of it;i destination, a receipt therefor 

will be taken from the person authorized to rcceh·e it, and such rcceit)t will be cnrefully filed and pre· 

ser.,,ecl nt that office. 

�OTE.-Thc blank rec('ipts furnished l1y this department can be usetl for this purpose, IJut Postmasters 
ma.y aJopt any other certain 01cthod of verifying the dC'livcry of rC'gistercd letters. 

&c. 344. Letters for Germany hy the Drcmcn lino via New York, anti lly the Prussian closed 
mo.ii� t:ia New York a.ad Boston, will bo rcgistcrcJ in the same manner and on tho same terms as 
those dcliveralllc in the Unitctl States, but the posta�e on such lctlers must be prepaid to the pin.cc of 
their destination. 

i�c 345. Prepaid lcttcr3jrom Dremcn, a.nd tbos(' recciveJ Ly rruesiun cl;)se<l m&il�, (if accompanied 

with letter bills similar to tboso prcscril>cd for the use of thi.s Department,) will be July registered at 

the Arnericau office of Jistrilmtion or lldi,·ery at whicl.i they a.re first rnceivc<l,aml will thereafter be treatOO 

in all rcspect3 in the same manner a:t letters originally mailed in the Uuitcll States. 
.�. ;:;JG. Ea.ch Po.stmn.ster will sco tbnt hi1 accounts of registered letter!l arc legibly and accurately 

kept; anll nt tho end of each quarter be will forward with his qua.rterly returns full anti pcrfoct tran· 
script3 of such n.ccounu with the h!tter-Uills pcrta.iniuc;: to tliem, retaining the original accounts in 

hi::; office for reference. 

S-v;. 3 Ii. Postm&Stcr3 a.re forUidllcn to make anyJmark, or entry of any:kind, on rogistered letters, intH· 
C.1.ting that they contain a rnlualile enclosure. 

&c. 3-18. Postmasters am.I others havi ng the fr1rnking: pri viJcgc aro not allowed to send registered letter& 
without paying the registry fee. 

C H A PTER X X X V l l .  

U.VLA IVFUL lJIJlll I7NG OF NATLABLE .1/A TJ'ER BY PRIVATE EXPRESSES OR 
OTHER WISE. 

.'}Ge. 349. No person can lawfully carry or transport any letter, JHLckct, ncwEpnper or printed circular 
or price current, on board o.ny packet In which the Uni ted States mo.ii is regularly carried to or from 

foreign countries, with the exception of Icttcrt1 scaled nod adUre�sed and prepaid by stamps or stamped 

e.nvclopes, of the proper dcuomination, a.nd ntw!papcrs in u.::;e, and not intended for circulation in the 

country to 'vhich the vepsel mo.y Uc bound, or done up in packagt!s a.s merchaudi:&e, nod directed to sotnc lxmafuk dealer. 
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&c. 350. Stit.ge coaches, railroad cars, 1te•mboata, JmCketboate, and nll other vehicles or vesaels per

forming regular trips a.t stated periods, on a po11t route between two or more cities, towns. or p1ace11, 

from on� to the other, on which the United St&tes m•il ts regularly conveyed under the authority of the 

Poet Office DepuLment, are prohibited from transporting or conveying, otherwise than to the mail, ao1 
letter, packet, or pa.cketa or letters, (except those &ealed and addreued and pre.pa.id by stamped envelopes, 

of suitable denomlo&tions,) or other mailable matter whatsoever, except such u may bavtt relation to 

aome pa.rt of the ca.rgo of �uch st�amboat, packetboat, or other vessel, or to aome &rticle at the 11ame time 
conveyed by such stage, railroad car, or some vehicle, a.nd excepting also, newspapers, pamphlets, m&� 

:dnea, and periodie&ls. Letters prepaid by 1tamps cannot be lawfull1 carried out of the ma.ils. 

&c. 351. The a.ct ort845 lmposea a fine of$150 for ea.ch offence upon the person who may uta.bli1h an 

express for the transmlMion of mailable matter out of the malls and upon each person acting rui such 

express, or aiding and a.a.silting therein. It imposes the same fine upon the owner of any stage co&eb, 
r&ilroad car, steamOO.t, or other vehicle, or vessel, making regular trips at stated periods, and carrying 

-with the knowledge or consent of such owner, or of the captain, oonductor, or other penwn in charge 

oCeucb vehicle or ve3sel-any person acting or employed &S such expreas. It prohibits the conveyanc• 

or mailable matter otherwiae than in the mailt, by the o"nere, mana era, conductors, crews, or f';ervant1 

or any vehicle, or ve1Sel, making stated trips as aror�aaid, uuder a penalty of SlOO to be paid by the 

owner, and $50 to be pa.id by the captain, conductor, driver, or other person having charge of such 

Tehicle or vessel, for each offence. 

&c. 352. Conp:ress h&ving by the 5th Section of the act of August 1852 authorized the 1eiture and 

detention of all letters, or packages containing letters which shall have been aent or conveyed contrary to 

law, on boa.rd any ship or vessel, or on or over &ny poPt route of the United States, it Is the duty of poat· 

masters and other agent.a or this Department to cause this provision of the law to be enforced. 

&c. 3!>3. Whenever a Postmuter receivea information, or has good res.eon to beliave that lettera are 

illegally bro ught to, or aent fro m  any city, town, landing, station, or place near his office, whether by 

steamboat, railroad, or any other mode of conveya.nce, be will give immediate notice of such l'iola.tion of 

law to the collector of the district, or some other omcer ortbe customs, if such letters a.re on board a ship or 

other vessel, or to a. specia.l agent oCtbis Department. or a mark!bal. or deputy marshal or the United States, 

if the ea.me ht.n OOensent or conveyed tither byieaorland; a.nd it will b6 the duty of such colkctor, cu11tom· 

house officer, special a.gent, marshal or deputy marshal to starch for and ieize. all such letters and convey 

them to the ni>areti:t Post Office, or detain them until after the triA.l of a.ny au it which may grow out of such 

seizure, as the Postmaster General, and the Secretary of the Treasury m&y direct, and one half of any penal· 

tiu that may bt rtcOVtred for illlgal srnding, carrying or transporting any ruch ldter1 shaU bt paid to the 

officer so Sllizing. 
&c. 3M·. In every C&Se where a postmaster ba.s re&son to believe that the law in rela.tion to the conveying 

mail matter out of the mail&, is viol&ted near hi11 office, and no officer authorized to Peizc letters i11ega11y 

ca.rried resides io the vir:ioity, be wlll a.pply to the Post.m:J.Ster General for an &ppoiotment as specia.1 ngent 

for the purpoe:e-statiog fully the fa.cts which lo his judgment render sur.h appointment nece111sary. 

&c. :155. Contractors and mail carriers, may Ct\rry newspapers out of the malls. ror Falc or distribution 

among regular subscribers ; but when such papcn1are placed in a Post Office for dtilivery, postage must be 

charged aod collected. Contractors and other ptrsom ms.y also convey bookll, ps.mphl"'tR, mAg&zines and 

newspapers, (not Intended for immediate distribution) done up in packages as merchandize, and addressed 

to some bonafid.e agent or dealer. 

Su. 355. a. No part of a penalty accrues to the prosecntor, except to caaea where the act prescribing 

the penalty soprovides. 

C H APTER X X X V l l l .  

PENALTIES. 

&c. 356. Kvery Poetmuter will give his particular attention to the following ef"lumeration of crimes 

and offcnces aga.inst the Pott Ofllce Department. He will dilitcently inquire, within bis delivery, into the 

commiuion or any or the act.a or doings therein prohibited, and for prooraufl\cit-ot to sustain a proaecutlon 

for any 1ucb offences. In mo1t cases these pen•ltie& may 00 aued for by •ctlons qui tam, in which cuea 
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one-half the penalty will accrue to the United States llDd one-half to the per80n who prosecutes. I n  a.ll 

cases, in which expen.::ie may be incurred by the United Sta.tea, unles8 there be occasion for immodiato pro

oeediogs, he will first report the facts to the Department. 

1. Members of Congress for entering into contract with the United States, $3000.-&t Act of Apn'l 21• 

1808, ltc. 1. 

2. Officer of Government for making such contract, $3000.-See Act of April 21, 1808, stc. 4. 

3. Master of steamboat failing to deliver letters into post office, $100.-&e Act of March S, 1825, ltC. 6. 

4. Any person on board failing to deliver letters to the captain, $10.-lbid. 

5. Contr&etors employing &ny other than a free white person to carry the ma.ii, $20.-&t .Act of .March 

3, 1825, 1ec. 4. 

6. For obstructing or retarding the mail, $100.-&t Act of MQrch 3, 1825, stc. 9. 

7. Ferryms.n delaying the mail for ten minutes, $10.-Ibid. 

8. Postma.ster fra.utlulently dema.oding illegal postage, gratuity, or reward, $100.-&t .Act of March 3. 
1825, Ste. 16. 

9. Master of ship failing to deliver letters into post office before breaking bulk, $100.-&t Act of March 

3, 18�, Ste. 17. 

10. Agent of the Department unlt.wfully detaining or opeuing a.ny letter or bag, or secreting, embe:zr. 

sling, or destroying letter, $300 and imprisonment.-&e .Act of March :J, 1825, ser.. 21. 

11. If conta.iaing uticles of value, or stealing therefrom, lmprisonmcnt.-Jbid. 

12. Quitting or dea�rtiog the mails, $500-lbid. 

13. Any perl:fon carrying the mail to carry letters out of the mail, $50.-Ibid. 

14. To rol> carrier, imprisoom.at.-Jbid, sec. 22 

15. Sccow.l conviction, death.-/ bid. 

16. In effecting robbery, to put carrier's life in jeopardy, death.-Jbid. 

17. Attempting to rob with dangerous weapons, imprisonment.-&e Act of March 3, 1825, stc. 22. 

18. Stealing or taking mail containing articles of vo.lue, imprisonment.-Jbid. 

19. Obtaioiog 1mch me.ii by fraud or deception. impriaonment.-Su Act of !tfarch 3, 182i>, itc. 22. 

20. 01.Jtaining a.ny other letters to obstruct correspondence or pry into it, $500.-lbid. 
21. To rip, cut or IJurn aoy mail bag, draw any lock or loose any staple, from $100 to $500, imprieon-

ment.-l/Jid1 sec. 23. 
' 

22. Aiders and a.bettors subject to the sa.mo penalties.-&t Act of !tfarch 3, 1825, stc. 24. 

i.3. To fr11.ok a letter not written l>y the party or by his order on the business of his office, $10.-Su 

.Act of Murch 3, 1825, sec. 28. 

24. To counterfeit tbe hand writing of a frank, $500.-lbid. 

25. Any officer of Department to delay newspa.pers or open any packet not addressed to his office, $.'>O. 
-&t Act of JJ/arch 3, 1S:!5, sec. 30. 

26. Open ing newspapers by a person not addressed or authorized, $20.-Ibid. 

Zl. Stealing n ew:-ipn.pers, imprisooment.-Ibid. 

ZS. Eoclo�ing letter or memorandum in newspa.perorwriting thereon, $5-Ibid. 

29. PostmR.ster failinK to rcotler return, double of postages.-Su Act of .A/arch 3, 1825, 1ec. 32. 

30. Postmaster or a.ssi.stnnt acting as agent in respect to lotterit:a or lottery tickets, or fr&nking schemc8, 

d:c., $50.-&c Act ef .A/arch 2, 1827, stc. 6. 

31. Persons employed io the Department or postmasters, being interested in a contra.ct, to pay 80 

much as would have been realized from the cootra.ct.-&t Act of July 2, 1836, sec. 26. 

32. Accepted bidders, failing to execute contract, to pay the difference bet\vcen that and the new 

oontract.-Su Act of Ju/,y 21 1836, sec. 27. 
33. Po::1tmn.9ter dctainini; any letter or ne\Vspa.per or giving a preference on thoir transmi83ion, $500. 

-&e .Act �f JuJ.y 2, 1836. "'· 32. 

34. Accessory after the ftLCt of stealing or taking the mail, $1000 and imprisonment.-&t .dct of JuJ,y 

2, 18361 11',c, 3R. 

35. For Cl\rrying letters, newspapers or price current on board mail packets running to or from foreign 

oountries, $500.-&P. Act of Jfarch 3, 1845, ate. 4. 

36. To counbrfeit postage stamps of the United States or any other government, imprisonment.-
&< .(d of March 3, 18�5, S<C. 6. 

37. Assist11.nt PostmMter Genera.I for fa.lee endorsement of official lett�ra, $300.-lbid, ate. 6. 

38. Postmasters for the same, $300.-Ibt:d. 

39. Private express conveying any letter or packet of letters, $150.-Tbid, stc. 9. 

40. Owner of stage, railroad car, steamboat, or other vehicle, carrying letters or packots out of the 
mail, $100.-/bid, Ste. 10 

!1. Driver, captain, or conductor for 11ame, $50.-Jbid. 
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42. Carrying persons employed u private expresses, $150-lbid. 

43. Sending letters and packets by express, or other unla.wful means, $50.-Ibid., sec. 12. 

U. Officer using, loaning, investing, exchanging, or depo.siting in bank, or prosenting voucher or 

r&eeipt not properly paid. Fine equal to tho amount embezzled anti irnprisonment.-&t :Act of Aug· 

6, 1842, sec. ld 

45. Diebursing officer me.ke payment in other than gold and silver or tre&aury notes, to be reported to 
the President, or to Congress, if in aession.-1 bid., sec. 19. 

46. Disbursing officer exchanging funds, to be suspended from duty, and reported to the President. 

-Ibid., sec. 20. 
47. Officer selling draft for premium, and not crediting tlle United States, to be dismiaeed.

-Jbid., :iec. 21. 

48. Making or uttering postage stamps, SR.mo pona.lty as in the twenty-first section of Act of 3rd 

March, 1825.-&.t Act of March 31 1847, sec. 11. 

49. lnclo3ing two or more letters directed to different pcrilons in the same envelope, $10.-Jbid., 1ec. 13. 

50. To counterfeit, or forge, and circulate any postage stamps, il!l1med under this or any former act, fine 

$500 and imprisonment of 5 years-Set: .Act of .A/arch 3, 18511 sec. 13. 

51. To uaa or attempt to use any postage stamps or stamped envelopes which have been before used 

$50.-.'bid . .sec. 4, also Act of March 3, 1853. 

52. Jo'or ma.king, forging, counterfeiting, stealing, or embezzling any ma.ii key, or aiding therein, or 

having in pol!lsession a key suited to any ms.ii lock, with intent to use the same or dispose of it unlawfully, 

imprisonment not e:tceeding ten yca.rs.-&.c. 3, .Act 3ht Aug. 1852. 

53. For stealing, or embezzling any mail bags, or other property of the Department, or appropriating the 

e&me to individual use, imprisonmont,not exceeding three year3, if the property exceeds in value twenty

tlve dollus ; or, imprisonment not over one year, and a.fine of not less than ten dolla.u, if the value bo less 

than twenty-five dolla.re. See sec. 4,  ..4.ct of Aug. 31, 1852. 

C H A PT E R  X X X I X .  

FOR WARDING A ND  RECEIVING FOREIGN MAILS. 

Sec. �5i. For the maile to anrl from Europe, and countries beyond, the proper offices of despatch and 

receipt arc New York, Bost<m and Philadelphia. Under the poetal treaty between the United States and 

Great Britain 1 the exchange of malls is as follows, viz : 
Between London and Boston, by way of Liverpool and Boston direct, and also by way of Liverpool and 

New York and Pbila.delphia. 

Between London and New York, by way of Liverpool and New York direct, and also by way cf Liver-

pool and Boston and Philadelphia. 

Between Liverpool and Boeton direct, and also by way of New York and Philadelphia. 
Between Liverpool a.nd New York direct, and also by way of Boston and Philadelphia. 

Between London and New York, by way of Southampton. 

Between Southampton and New York direct. 

Sec. 858. For the mails to and from Southampton, in England, Ha.vre, in France, and Bremen, i n  

Germauy, (by the Bremen a.nd Havre lines of United States mail steamships,) New York i s  the regular 

otfioe of despatch and r ecceipt. 

&c. 359. },or the mails to a.nd from the West Indies, Mexico, foreign port! or point11 in the Gulf of 

11Mico, and places on the Atlantic a.nd Pacific coasts of South America, New York, Charl.estcm, &vrmnah, 
Ne:w Orl.eans, San Franci.sco, Mcmttrey aod S1n Diego are the offices of despatch and receipt. The mails 

for the South Pacific are eent by the offices last named, in sealed bags to the British Packet Agent, a.t 
Panama; and those for the other foreign places named in thls Rection, are sent by the same offices in 

&e&led bags to the United States Consul at Kingaton, Jamaica, through the Rgency of the United Statee 
Conaul at Havana. 
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C H A PTER  X L. 

DJSTRIBD'L\'U O FFICES, AND E.1THA.YGE OFFICJ:.'S FOR CAH,WA JfA.ILS. 

l,[:;T [I;.' lllST!UJJ UTIXG OFl'!CES OX nrn �·ms'!' (H' JCf,Y, 1805. 

OFFICE. sr.\tt.:. 
Portland...... . ... �hino 
llostt)n . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . )fi1::1:<acl1111t11trs 
Providence . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .. 1tliodc 1.::laud 

1 lartford. . . . . . . .  ..Connrctkut 
:'\cw York . . . Xcw York 
Troy . . . . . . . . . .  do. 
. \llJany . . . . . . . . . do. 

Butfalo . . . . . . . . .  • b .  

Phila<l�l)Jliia. . . . . . . . •  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l'cnus.vivania 
1·:ric. . . . . . . . . . . .  do. 

Pitt;-:.IJur;.:;. . . . .  . . . . . . . . <11>. 
IJa\tinwrc.. . .  . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . .  )l arylnn•L 
,\

.
a;;;hinµ:tl)n . . . . .. . .  . . . . . . . . .  lJi;it. of Colu111. 

1 : i ch11wmL...... . . . . . . . . .  Yir2,'inia 
. \or1i.Jk... . .. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  do. 
Abin,C!'don . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  de•. 
Wheclin� . . .  ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  do. 
Kuuawlia, C. IL du. 
Ralei.cd1. . . . . . . ..... . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . ...  �orth Carolina. 
Asll\'illc. t.lo. 
C/1arleston... . . . . .  . . . . .. . ... . . . .. . . . .  �outh CArnlina. 
. \u):!;'11:H'a. . .... ... . • . . . .  Lieorgia 
�;,tVttnnah... .  . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  <lo. 
Col11mhu�... du. 
Cioc-iunati . . . .. Ohio 

CFFl('�;. ST An:. 
Columt.n 1.; . . . .. . . . . . . . . ... .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . U!iin 
C!p·;1<la.ud . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ... .. rln. 

'l'ol�.\ o . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  du. 
Ddrvic. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '.\liclii:.!;an 
IniJian ;q•oli� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  J ndiluia 
SihlLWD\:l:luWH... .  . • . • . • . •  l llioni!l 
Chicago . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .. . . .  ...  . . .  . . . . . .  <lo • 
St. Louis . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . ...... !'\.tissouri 
Louis.,·illc ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l\:t:?ntucky 
�Ia.ysville.... du. 
Nash \•ille. .. . . .  ... . . . . . .  Tennesai::t! 
�fcmphi s . . . . . . ..  . .. ... ... . .. . do. :\Iontg:orncry . . . . . . . . . .. ... . .. ... .. . .. . . . . . . Alabama 
Tuscnm Lia do 
Xatchcz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .. . . ....  l\Iissi:0;sippi 
VickslJurg-. . . . . . . . . ... . . . .  . <lo. 
Xew Urlenus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Louisio.nn 
AlexRndrin... . . .  . do. 
Little llocJ� . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  Ar1mnsa.s 
N apol�on . . . . . .. .. . do. 
lJubuque...  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IO\¥fl. 
Keokui:k... ... . . . . . .  . . . . . . ... do . 
Galve8ton . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . ...  Tt-xn.'I 
San Fr::t.nci,:iro . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cnlifcn-nia 

1 : \" n E I� Til l-: C \ TrlW :-:.TAT�S .\N U  CA.�.\.l)A POSTAL ARH.ANGl::)IE�TS, TH I:: FOLLOWDifl 

ARE l'IIE :EXCUAXCH: OFFICES : 

Un t/11: Side of tlie L'uit.-d ,(,,'tab:.�, (!/. 
�tt11lt �t. )iary, 
Port lluron, 
l >droit, 

Buffalo. 

!li:-tl'!.: 1:1)l";�. 
:-!n�pcn!:'ioo Uritlge, 
Pla.ttsburgh, 
'luc,cr:s, 
Troy. -
Lewi:ston . 
\"otuii::stuwn, 
HochC'l'!ter. -
Cnpc Vint:'ent. 
Sackett'.::5 llarl•vr. 
O.swcg-o, 
�lorristown, 
Og:dcnsbu rgh, 
li'ort Covington, 
White Hall, 
Plattsburgl1, 
Rouse '.::5 Point, 
BurlinA'ton, 
Fra.uklin, 
Drrby Lint", 
North Troy, 
�wanton, 
Cn.uaao, 

Portland, 

Clevcla.ud, 

:\1:w York, 
Albany, 
Boston, 

Bo::iton. 

l.!'land l'ond, 

Ott ti'tr. ,1,·ltil'. 1!l ('tl.uudu, uf 
'.\lid1. �ault �t. �lary. 

110. Port Sarnia. 
Ju. Winr\sor. { 'l'oronto, ·� X. Y. Hnmilton, Hy thro11�t1 lmg!I. 

Quccn.sto11, 
110. 'ratcrloo. 

· 

tlo. i::u:1µen.sion Hrillge. 
do. 'lvutreul. 
do. Henninj?:ford. 
do. )lontrtul, lJy thrn11�h lm.g. 
du. l!ucenstun. 
do. :S iagurn. 
tlu. Co1J111·)!'h, by stcanH•r iu summ�r 
<lv. Kingston. 
<lu. 
do. 
1lu. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
lh.l. 
rlo. 
Yt. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
ilo. 
Jo. 

Mc. 

Ohio. 

�- Y. 
tlo. 

�fa.s�. 
<lo. 

n. 

Kingston� h.\' stt.�nmcr in �muu11·1 .. 
Brockvillc. 
l-'re::;cott. 
Dundc\:.· { St. Jolius. 

Frelighsburg-. 
Sta11steatl. 
South Patton. 
Phillipsburg. 
Hereford. f Moritreli.I. 

t Sherbrooke. 
Port Stanlt'r. { Toronto, j t�����a�: � U.v thmugh beg•. 
Hamilton, J 
Sherbrookt-. { l\Iontteal, 
Sherbrooke. 
and Route Agcnt.11. 



48 REGULATION tl. 
The route agents between Portland, Me., and Canada line, exchange with tho Canada route agent.3 11.n1I 

Montt'cal. 
Uatlcr the Posta.l Arrangement betwoon the 'United States &ml �ew Bruns,vick, Cape Breton, Nova Sco

tia., ancl Newfoundland, the following a.re the offic<'8 of exchange, viz: 

On tlu:. Side nf tht lTnited Sta.tu, at 
}'ort J'&irtleld, 
Robbinston, 
Cale.iH, 
Houlton 
llortlantl, 
'&a.st port, 
Boston, 

Maine. 
Jo. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
110. 

l\IR8B. 

On the side of N,,w Bruns-wicl.:, d':c., at 

A mlo,·er, -
St. An.Jrcwl", 
t;t. Stephen'rt. 
Wood.stock. } St. John, • 

li . B. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

&c. 361. Under th�se arr&ngernunts with Cana.d& and Ne"· Brunswick, the rc11pectivo Unit°'I Stat� 

exchange office! &re required to stamp " U. Statesn on all letterd sent Into any of th"' Dritlsh �orrh 

.Aruerican Provinces, as above i and to mark a1l pa.id latera received from the S&ld provinces with thC' 

wtml " PAID" and the full amount of the United Stat!'.!15 e.nd provincial postage pa.id thereon, both in rtd 
ink, and to ruark all the unpaid ktUr& from snid provinces i n  black ink, with the full amouu t of the United 
State!! and provincial postages due thereon. They are also to postbtll in due form (bl&nks Lclng itpeeia.Uy 
prepared for the purpose} and to keep an account of theiie mo.Ha 1eparal.!Jy from their ordion.ry utnro111 
which accounts they a.re to transmit monthly to the Auditor for the Post Office Department. 

T N  D E X .  

AbtuuloDment of "erl'lcr . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . ..... . . . , , , _  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  Sec. 2-4.S 
Account of registered h•ttcn...... .  . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . ...... . . . . . . . . .  s�c. 3!.12, 333, 33f1, 336, 337, 346 

�ftrenuot current. . . . . . . . . . . ..... ... . . .  . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 104, ]9,j, 1011 185, 194 

of mni1111 flen t.. . . .  . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . ... . . .. . . . . .... . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . ..........................  SPc. 18f> 

uf n1ij.lli! received ... .... .. . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . .... Sec. 4�� LS!i 
of new�pnp1.:rs.. . . .  . ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... Se�. 176 a, 18� 

of postrunJ1tf!r11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . Sec. 178, 170� 180, 1.81, 182, 183, 184, 101 

of steamboat 1�1tcr?1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 119, 181> 

Adv�rtleiDg lt-tterR . . . . . . . . . .  . .. •• • . .. . . .  .• .. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . •• . . .. . . . . . .  ..... .. . . .  SP.c. 120, 191 

A ftcr time hid it . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . .  . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ..  Sec. 248 
Age of rnrricr!!. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... . . . . . . . ...............................  Sec. 8, 2�7 

Altera.tions in contract ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . .. . . . ................... Sec. 250 
Annulling contrnct . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . ... ...... . . .... .  Sec. 246, 249, 25� 

Appolntn1cnt of postmastcr11 .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . ... . . . ... .. . .  Sec. 1, 3, 4 

Assi.c;nmcnt of cont rar.t!'l.. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... Sec. 240 

.·h1iistnnt po�t mtl'>l�· r:-t . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . ..... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 5. 6, 8. ll.  lf> Hi, 106, 176 

Allowance f1)r 111nil n·�h=tm·!I ... . . .. ..  . . . .  . . . . .  Seu 232 
..\.ppointmeut ol lk,., ils 1il:tlf.:1 ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ............... . . . . . . ......... . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...  Page 3 

Cicls for controcts . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ ............ . . . . . . . . . . ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . .  Sec. 218 

llnlanco of 8f.'('(1unt . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S1·i:. 182, 193 

Bill� of lndin� ... . . . .. . . . . . . . ........ . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... Sroc. 76, 20� 

lilanl;s for po.�t c•l!lt-L' .. .. . . . . . .. .  81-c. :X17, 308 

Bond of po::tma<.,fl'r"' .... . . . . .  . .  . .  . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. .... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .  Sec. � 
Book11, magazines • •  t:c . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sec. 21, Sl, 6!!, 83, 355 

Box letter9 . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . ... ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 120 

Bremen MaHs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . Sec. 101, 102, 105, 3«, 845 
British N. A. provinces . . . . . . . . . ... . . .... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . .. . . . . . . .. Sec. 62, 63, 65, 180 

Uritish mails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 101 

Canada postage .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .. ... . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . Sec. 62, 63, 101 

Cn.rrying lctt('.rs out of ms.ii ..... . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .  Sec. liJ61 3491 350, 35!> 

CcnsuEt mA.ttC'r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . ... ..... ........... . ....... . . . .....  See. 86 
Censna papers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . ...............  Sec. 66 

Cancelling stamp� . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 293, 29.i� 29i, 298, 299, 306 
Circulars, bu::iiness car.ls, &.:c ... . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ....... . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . .  Sec. 04, 124, 163 

Clerks in poRt officf!s .. . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . ................ ....................... . ................. Sec. 12, 13 

Closing the mnils . . . . . . . . .. .. .............. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. . . . . . . . . . . . . .............................. . . . .  Sec. 47 

Collections ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . ... . .. ... . . . . . . .  Sec. 202 to 205 

Commission account .... . . . ................... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ....... .......... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 1941 185, 195, 187, 237 

Comblc.ed bids . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . ...... ......... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . ........ . . .. .. . . . 800. 247 

Concealing a letter, &c . . .... . . . . . . .. ... .... . ..... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . . . . . . . .  Sec. 02 

CongreBBionn.1 Globe and Appendix .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ..... . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .... .. . . . . . . . Sec. 85 

Contingent expenses . . . ... . . . . . . ..... ....... .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .. ... .. ..... . . .. . . .. .. .. . .... . . .... .. . Sec. 192, 186, 191, 19'l 

Contractors ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . .... . . . . .... .. . ... .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... Sec. 156, 238 to 2b2, 855 
Contract sections .. . . . . . . . ........ . . . . . .. . . .... .. .... .... . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. .... ... . . . . . . .. .... Sec. 239 

Counterfeiting franke .. ... .. . . ......... ..... . . .. . . . .. . ... . . . ... . . . ... .... . ... .. . . . . ... . . ..... . . . . .. .. . . . ... . .. . .. ...... . . .... . . .  Sec. 174 

Counterfeiting keys ....... . ............ . . . . .... . . ............. ..................... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................  Sec. 319 

Curtailments of service ................... ..... . . . .. . . . . . . . . ........................ ..........................................  See. 251 

Contra.ct ofB.ce--lts dutiea ................ . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . ................ ...... . ............................................... Page 3 
Oollection omcee . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... .  Sec. 207, 210, 21 T 



2 INDEX. 
Oommi11ioo1 of Postmuter1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 225 to 2371 19;) 

Daguerreotypes.-poetage on .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 72 

Dead letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Sec. 121, to 134, 185, 188, 101 

from foreign countries...... . ....... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ........ ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ...... See. 130, 131 

Death ofP. M/e ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. li, liS, 284 
DeUvery of letters, &c . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 52, 53, 54, :;51 89, 09 
Depoeite omcea ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Scc. 20i, 208, �11, 112 

1>epredatlone on the mall ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  140 tC't 150 

Dlaoontinu&nce of post oftloee ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. lff 

" service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 251 

Dlaobeying Instructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8-cc. 249 

Distributing omcea ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 48, 49, 51, 220, 336, 337, Chapter 40 
Draft oflleeB ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 209 

Driven or mall coaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 32, 166, 261, 3.)1 

Drop letters ........... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  &c. 61, 64, 120, 12.t 

Duplicate warrant.a or dra.ft11.. . . . . . • . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 200, 2:.�, 223, 224 

Delinquent carrier& . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 2701 &c 

:Dead. letter blll . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .  Sec. 126, 12i, 128, 18:-. 

Damaged at&mpa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Scc. 2S6, 2s1; 
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