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The Theodore E. Steinway 

Memorial Publication Fund 

Literature to Mr. Theodore E. Steinway was the keystone to suc

cessful research in philately. To him, optimum pleasure in this intel

lectual pursuit could only be attained through utilization of the reported 

studies of other philatelists. 

Indeed, to Mr. Steinway, the complement to the competent col

lector was the acceptance of the printed word of those students who 

preceded him. He was always interested in the newly published phi

latelic works and often lamented that many valued studies were never 

published due to the apathy of the collecting body and the hazardous 

risk of philatelic publishing. 

It as most fitting that the Collectors Club should associate their 

memorial homage to Mr. Steinway with the field of philatelic literature. 

This was done in the establishment of the Memorial Publications Fund, 

in his name, for the publication of philatelic handbooks. 

This fund has been in operation since June of 1957. It is a tribute 

to Mr. Steinway's faith in the literature of philately, that the publica

tions issued to date, although held to be an unsafe risk by other philatelic 

publishers, have proven eminently successful in their acceptance not 

only by philatelists, but also by bibliophiles throughout the world. 

This memorial fund is perpetuated, not only by those who purchase 

the works published, but also by those who have contributed to the 

maintenance of this worthy project. 

Since its inception in 1957, a total of eighteen handbooks have 

been published. A list of them is to be found on page 13 and page 31. 
Since all are limited printings, two already have been sold out. 
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Foreword 

By Henry M. Goodkind 
Editor of The Collectors CiHb Philatelist 

1'hP fiJ"st of l\fl'. }!01·tillll'I' L. Xf'i11kp11 's hooks was puhlishPd in HHiO. :ilso 
mul<·1· tlH· :11 1spie<•s of tlw 'l'h<·odo1 ·p E. StPill\rn.\· �(p11101·ial l'uhli<-;i1ion Fund of 
thr l'oll<•<·t01·s ('!uh, XP\\' Yol'k. It \\·as on th<• tl'n rPnts sta11 1 p of )S,-);).;l9, the 
C'Olllpanioll to tJH' snhj<•et or this IH'\\' hook, t(w 1\1·e(n• ('('lltS stalllJl of )S;)].;)7. 

I-l:ning aµ:ain \\'Ol'krd \Yith thP author ns his t>ditor, Ml'. )Jp ink<·n has i·e
q1wstrd 111101111·1· r01·r\\'OJ'd !'rn111 111P. Fol' all i11tt>11ts 11n<l pul'posPs, \Yl1<1t \\'<IS 
\\Tittr11 fo1· t hP 11'11 C'!'nts hook <·otild han• hc!'ll rPp<·11tl'd, hPC<lllSP tlw 111\'ss:igl' is 
<'qtrnll,\- ;1ppli<-;1hll' to this Sl'P<md hook. 

}Ir. NPinkPn is a philatPlist. \\'ho <>n.io:n; thr study of n starnp"s pl'inting 
:rnd prndnetion. This intt>nsc int<'J '< •st k11ds 01w into tlH• 111ost seil'ntifi<' \\'lll'k in 
philatl'I,\·. The stud.\· of a pos1:1gP s1:1111p 's p1·inti11g is eallPd pl:1ting 1rnl'k. 
Ex:l<'tl.\·, \rlrnt is plating? 

\\'hPn one 11t11•111pts to plat!' 11 st11111p, hr SPPks to 1·peonstr11et thl' <·0111pll'tr 
Ol'ig·i1111l pri11ti11g pl:1t<· (or plnt<•s). Ir 11 !'nil shppt or SOlllP l'<ll'i,\· l'nill'd St111PS 
st11111p still is in existPlll'l'

. 
olwionsly 11ot 11rneh \\ 'Ol'k JH•Pd hP done. But \'Pl',\. 

fr\\' fnJJ shrets of thl' l'al'i.Y stamps han• Slll'\'i\'Pll. 
( ' ons<·qnentl.\ ', a platPI' \YOl'ks \\'ith pa l'ts of a shrrt. l·�Y<'ll large 111ultipl<• 

pi<•(•('S or ('<ll'l.\· l'nitPd St;1tl'S stnmps do not exist. Tlrns, ()]](' \\'Ol'ks \l'ith pail's, 
st rips 11nd s111all hl0<·ks to r<><·o11str11rt. ,\ sinµ:lr COP." 111ust hnYP a nrn1·µ:i11 or 
1111 impl'int to ide11tif.\· its position in th<> sh 1•pt. Othet'\\·is1>, 11 si11g:IP cop.Y eould 
hP fro111 1111.nrhe1·e. Hut a p11il' ol' strip (th<• hig:gf't' the het1<•1·) <'<lll hoth id1•11-
tif,\· ;111d <·011firn1 a si11gl<· <'OJl.\" 's position. 

Pl:1ti11g l'<•quirPs :·<·a1·s of \\'lll'k. First of all, it takes ingrnuit.\ · and patic•ner 
to assernhlr ti!(' 11rnkri;1l. 1'hrn eomes the• intensr stmh· and idPntifieation. 

1t is 111ost diffieult fo1· onp plating stw!Pnt to tr,\· 
'
to wol'k alonl'. Otlwrs 

usunll .\· <JI'<' lll'l'<iL•d to ;1ssist \\'ith thl' loan of 111;itp1·ial - stamps. eo\·prs nnd 
photog1·:1 p hs. 

l'l;iti11g \1·ork is lweo111i11g n ''lost nrt .. in phil;itPl,\-. This is <·nnspd l>,\- tlw 
111od<•1 ·n tn•nd or rollertinµ:. Fil'st of all, 111od1•J'Jl jll'inting JH'('SS\'S ;J)'(' so ('ffi
rirnt tlwt thP indiYidual stn111ps on one slwd of fift,\· are nil si111ilal'. Thr 
p1·psc•nt g<'nPn1tion of stn111p eollretors, therefo1·<'. ]ll'\'fer to stnd,\· ;1 stnrnp 's 
dPsign. Aetu:ill,\-, thc•1·e is a mneh ]pssrr ehallengr lwl'P. 'l'lw Post Offie<• l>e
p11rtment l'Pi PasPs !'Opions infol'llrntion nhont earh new stamp. As Ol!P ;iptl,\· put 
it ill a l'('('l'llt l'l'lll:ll'k-stUd.Yillg ;J Jl('\\' Stilllljl•S cJPsig:n ('OllSists or JittJt• lllOl'e 
t Jin ll C'l'ihhi11g 1'1·0111 <I II C'llC',\'C'[Ojl!'d i:1. 

The first sta111p of tlw l'nit<>d Rtatrs appearPd in 18.J.7. This h\·phe cent 
stnrnp, tlwrefon', is mw of the 1·p1'.\. <'<11'1.Y stmnps of 0111· eonntr: · . '!'his, tlwn, 
ma d\' the• printing of this postage starnp a W'l','' piOllC'l'l'inµ; process. 

A printpr \\·as in business to make rnonP,\-. Different from now, nn exprn
si\·r metal pl'inting platr was not as rradil,\- lliscan1rd nftrr prolonged nsr. Thr 
pl;Jtp \\·as repail'P1l to make it spn·e ns long as possihlr. These rf'pnirs ;ire 
elospJy l'Xnrnine1l h.\· thl' philatf'list. 

'l'hPn' \\'HS anotlH·1· !'ondition in thP lHGO's that nddc•d to postagP stamp 
p1·inting p!'Ohk111s - no l'IPet1·i<'it:-. This 11 1 \'ant that thr rnixing of inks to rn:1k<• 
mw d<·no111ination in a post11gl' stamp Sf'l'iPs \rith a 11nifo1·111, distinetiYe eolo1· ;it 
tirnes lwd to he donl' h�· (•a11<llPlig·ht. Thi' results, thet·pfol'<', did no produee 
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the rolor uniforrnit:-· that one sees \Yith rnodc·1·n stamps. The student of earl:-' 
stamps has a number of rnrying rolor slrndrs to exmninP, rlassif,\·ing arnl gn1ding 
the eommoner and th<' se<11·epr onrs. 

In the c•nd, thos(• \\·ho plate st11111ps make the l'o1·e111ost eontrihutions to 
philatd,\·. In thP fil'st plaee, the stamp ('Htalogue listings and pricPs are lrnsrd 
on the rnrious t,\·Jws of printing found on tlw earl,\· l'nikd Statps stamps. 

In the serond pl<1r<', the reronstrnetion of a full slw<'t of stamps offrl's the 
positin identifiration of a stamp 's grnuint'ness. Tlwrr c·an he little doubt ahout 
a co]),\· when it fits into the pattern ro1Tespondi11g to its s1wrifie<l position in the 
sheet. 

The stud.'· of this earl.'· stalllp has !wen proceeding for ,\·ea1·s. MI'. Xeink<'n 
has incorpornkd thr illlportant p11st studies into his \\·ork as well as adding: his 
o\\·n. To a g1·eat <'Xtent, he has <'omplete<l a stud.'· tlrnt. rernai1wd unfinished 
for man.'' years. l'�YCI',\. serious rolleetor of tlw stamps of the Pnitc•d RtatPs \\·ill 
find this a hook of thr higlwst Yahw for his guidanre. 
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Fig. I. Position 51 LI (From the Earl Oakley collection). 

Introduction 

Despite> exhausti,·e studies and researrh published on the l-nited States 
stamps, rsperiall�· tlw earlier issues, morr information continual!�- beC'omes 
arnilable. Of C'ou1·se, the past students laid the groundwork and foundations. 
Others haYc earried on from there. Yet the end neYer seems in sight. Thus, 
no researeh work, no matter how great , ean be consid<>l'ed to be the last wonl. 
The twelYe cent 1851-18;}7 is no rxeeption . 

Reconstruction Of Plate One Finally Done 

This new writing makes a\·ailable for the first time the eornplete rceon
strnetion of the first plate of this llPnomination. Perhaps in the not too dis
tant ruture. others ma:· be able to l'cconstruet the second plate (Plate 3). 

In 1926, a brochure titlf'd ''Notes on the Tweh·e Cents 1851-1S:i7 [nited 
States r\dhesiYc,'' by Lt. Col. J. K. Trae:· aml Stanley B. Ashbrook \Yas pub
lished. The knowledge in this book stands. It needs only to be brought np to 
da tr. Thcrefon>, substantia l parts of this ] 926 booklet a re herein reprinted 
Yerbatim, e.rcc}JI for some corrections 1111d additions rcsulhng from later resrarch. 
\\'here excerpts from the Trac�·-r\shbrook book arc being nsrcl, the:- haYe been 
reprinted in different t�·pe so that the reader can casil�- i<lcntif�- what is new 
or old research. 

Diagrams haYr been adclrtl to this present writing for thr t\\·o hundred 
different. positions on Plate l ( l•'igs. 9 to 4-2) and also a spc('ial section sho,,·_ 
ing enlarged clrawing·s with the guiclc <lots (Figs. -!3 to G..t.). Before Mr. 
Ashbrook's death in 1958, hP haLl prepared plating drawings for most of the 
two hundred positions. These recent!:· haYe come into the possession of the 
author, who had been fortunate enough to reconstruet all of the missin g posi
tions, and, therefo1·e, had the opportunit:· to comp l ete the reconstrnctio11 that 
Ashbrook was unablP to finish. 'l'lw author is Yen· grateful to the Scott Stamp 
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and Coin Co ., New York, N. Y., publisher of the Tracy-Ashbrook brochure £or 
their gracious permission to include this material in this article. 

Rinre the author has made little progress in the reconstruction of Plate 3, 
an<l in order to include as much information as is presently available, the 
portion of the Tracy-Ashbrook brochure dealing with Plate 3 is herein repro
duced in its entirety with only a few very minor changes and some new 
illustrations. 

The United States Twelve Cent Stamp of 1851-1857 
The Reconstruction of Plate 1 

"On June 30th, 1851 , the Sc and toe 1847 became obsolete , and on the following day, 
July 1, 1851, the Post Office Deparment  placed on sale a new i s s ue of postage stamps, 
con sisting of the following denominations: 

One Cent 
Three Cen t  

Twelve Cen t  

These new denominations w e r e  placed i n  u s e  t o  conform t o  the new postage rates 
effective on that date. The new stamps were manufactured by Toppan,  Carpe nte r, 
Ca si lear & Co., a prominent firm of Ban k  Note Engravers of that pe riod. 

We do n ot propose to give a complet e  history of the Twelve Cent s tamps ,  but rather  
to  present  some n ote s regarding the make-up of the plate s ,  and to  g ive  those interested 
i n  our  Early Issues  the benefit of the most recent  results of  our  s tudies. 

Ve ry little has bee n  written regarding thi s particular stamp in the past, with the 
poss ible exception of an e xcelle nt article by Mr. Elliott Perry, which appeared s everal 
years  ago.  (Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News, June 12, 19, 1920).* 

Som.: very stri king diffe rence s exi st  in the 12 Ce nt s tamp s ,  and the ultra-speciali st  
could very eas ily f ind  an excuse to  sub-divide them into different  classes, or types, but 
we feel  sure the diffe rences, while very interesting, are not  great e n ough to list s ep
arately. 

Mr. Luff, in his excellent book on U. S.  Stamps,** state s that there were probably 
th ree plates used for the 12c value,  inasmuch as Plates 1 and 3 were know n  to exist. 
We do n ot know whether Mr.  Luff referred to tne actual plate numbers or not. We have 
seen  an Imprint bearing the number "3 ," but have never been able to turn up any im
prints from the Twelve Cent plates bearing the numbers "l" or "2." 

Mr. Luff states that certain stamps exist both imperforate and perforate , which he 
suspects come from a Plate 2. It is possible copies from a third plate exi st, but if  they 
do, they are s o  scarce we have never  run across any. The only evidence we have that 
a third plate was used  is the fact that the last plate made and used bore the imprint  
number 3. 

All stamps i s sued from 1 85 1  to 1 860, so far as we know, come from one plate and 
one plate only. Every 12c imperforate stamp,  "regularly issued " come s from this "Early" 
plate , and by "regularly issued" we refe r  to stamps and not the imperforate proofs of 
1860, reference to which will be made later. 

We do not know if the "Early" Plate bore a number ,  though w e  do  know it had an 
Imprint, which was of the same type used on the le and 3c plates  of that same period. 
(See Fig. 1). 

This  "Early " 12 cen t Plate was in use from July 1, 185 1 ,  unti l  Plate 3 was made; and 

*A !so, United States, 1857-1860 Issue by Elliott Perry - a booklet published by Severn, 
'.Vylie, .Tewett Co. 

**The Postage Stamps of the United States by John A. Luff. 

2 



\ 
Fig. 2 

as far  as \\·c know. it p r oduced all the k n ow n  i mperforates  and a g r e a t  perce n t age of 

the per f o rates. 

Plat e  3 was eviden tly made late in 1859. or very ea rly i n  1860, an<l i t  was in use until 

the Toppan Carpent e r  & Co. con tract expi red on July 1. 1 86 1 . 
Certa i n  so-called ''utrnsed impcrforates."' wh ich com e from Pla t e  3. arc kno w n ,  and 

thes e  ite111s exist in pairs a n d  single copie s ,  lntt so far as we know, no genuinely can
celled copies exist, and we are confi d e n t  t h a t  s u c h  imp e r fnralcs a rc n o t hing more than 

sample copies from an T111pe r foratc t r ial  color sheet,  s ubm i t t ed hy Toppan Ca rpenter & 
Co. to t h e  P o s t  Office Depa rtme n t ,  and as such have no more legitim a t e  claim t h a n  the 

''trial color i m pc r f o r a t e d  2+ ce n t ,  30 cett t ,  and 90 cent" of t h e  same, 1860, issue. They 

dese rve no recogn itio n ,  because there exists nu p r oof whateve r t h a t  the Depa rt m e n t  
iss ued any imper forate s in 1 860 f o r  postal u s e. 

Tn the Ste inm etz pa111phkt publi s h e d  itt 1 9 12 wao; a letter f r om Toppa n Carpen t e r  & 
Co. t o  the T h i rd A s s t .  Pos t m a ster  General, which r e ad in part as f ollows: 

"'\Ve have t h e  honor of submit ting inclosed part  of a proof  sheet of t he new Thirty 

Cen t s  Stamp. \\·c inclose also a n  imp r e s sion (half sheet) of  the Twelve Cents plate 

t h a t  the Pos t m aster Gene ral  may con trast t he two and decide upon t he pr opriety of 

print ing the Thi rty Cen t s  in black." 

''The unu sed 1 2  cent lmpe r fo ra t e s  " w i thout  gum" t h a t  arc kn ow t o  exist mos t 

likely come f r o n t  the above-ment i oned sa111plc half s h eet, as Pla t e  3 wa s the 12 ce n t 
Plate t hen in u s e. as it \\·a s new at that time.* 

Sec Figure 2 i l lustrating ottc of these "pr o of pa i r s." 
Sc>tnc of the early t h ree cc n t  ( 1 8 5 1 )  p l a te's h a<l 110 pla te numbers  \\·hen they were 

f i rst u s e d ,  n umbe r s  bei ng add c d  lo the Impr i n t s  whe n additional three ce n t  plates were 
ma<le ,  a n d  s o  it is probable t h a t  th e ''Early"' twelve ccttt  plat e  had no numb e r when 
originally 111adc attd per h aps 110m· wa s added unt i l  a sc-cntHl plate  wa s pu t in use. This 
would  accou n t  f o r  the fact that while imprittt s f r om thi s  plate a rc kn own, n o  actual 
n u mbe r ·1·  has be e n  sc'l'tt so far as t he writers kn ow. 

\Vhilc i t  i s  n o t  prohahle t h a t  t h e  pla t e  we kn ow as t h e  f i rst pla te may have been 

*See Stamp Specialist Vol. 3 page 355, Titled "12c, 24c, 30c anc1 90c Imperforatcs" by 
Stanley B. Ashbrook. 
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Fig. 2A 

numbered "No. 2," stil l  it i s  pos s ible, but  we will go on the theory that this plate which 
we know as the "Early Plate" was i n  fact the fir s t  plate made, and hence was plate 
number 1. At any rate, for the sake of convenience, we will call this "Early Plate" 
No. 1, and will hence forth refer to it as that number. 

Mr. Luff in his book reproduced a letter from S. I-I. Carpenter of the firm of Toppan 
Carpenter & Company, and dated April 2,  1863. The letter was addressed to the Com
m i s s ioner of Internal Revenue, and contained the following: 

"In 1857 . . .  i t  b ecame neces sary for us to  make 3 new plates of 1 cent, 6 plates 
of 3c, 1 plate of Sc , 1 plate of lOc, 1 plate of 12c, etc ." 

Mr. Carpenter closed this letter with the following remarks:  

"I  have given the above facts  not  only from my own recollection of  them, but  
from the contract with the P .  0. Department which  i s  before me. " 

We therefore as sume Mr.  Carpenter knew what he was writing about ,  and that a 
new 12c Plate was made in 1857. If so ,  then it was not the Plate we call  Plate One, 
and there is little chance that it was Plate 3; (because, as stated ,  the Imprint was of 
the 1860 type) consequently it must have b een Plate No. 2. If t hree plates were actually 
made and only two used,  then something evidently happened to the unused plate to 
render "it unfit  for use. 

It is probable that s uch a plate was  made and used only a very short time, an d  that 
material from such i s  s o  scarce, that the examination by Col. Tracy of over 4,000 copies 
failed to reveal a s ingle specimen. If three plates were made, and one became damaged 
and unfit for use, the Pos t Offic Department evidently paid for such a plate; hence, the 
last plate made was given the number 3." 

"We hope these notes may result in bringing to light an imperforate 12c stamp, 
showing the Imprint with plate number. If any one has  such an item , will they be s o  
kind as to  advise either of the writers?" 

In the "U.S. 1851-60 Chronicle, Issue No. 40," Mr. Earl Oakley apparently 
has shown that the first twelve cent plate had no number. He illustrated a 
full margin copy from the left pane showing part of the imprint (Figure 1). 
As previously written, plates were made, prior to July 1, 1851, for three de
nominations, viz. the one cent, three cent and twelve cent . It would seem that 
all of the three cent plates and the twelve cent plate han an imprint but no 
plate number. The one cent plate had neither an imprint nor a number . Plate 
numbers were added on the three cent plates late in 1851 or early in 1852. An 
imprint and plate number 1 were added on the one cent plate early in 1852 
when this was recut and reconditioned. Im·ariably, the letters "No." and the 
number appear directly under the "EN" of the word ENGRAVERS in the 
imprint . On the first twelve cent plate, there is no indication whatsoever that 
<my attempt was made to add a number. l''igure 2A is an illustration of the 
imprint and plate number on the one cent plate. 

This author has examined hundreds of imperforated stamps and every copy 
fitted into Plate 1. Therefore, it can be definitely stated that all imperforates 
sent to the post offices for sale were from Plate 1. The reconstruction of 
Plate 3 has not been completed. But evidence indicates that the perforated 
stamps, which were sent to the post offices, came only from Plates 1 and 3 .  



Future studies should pr·o\'e eon cl usi\'el,\· that no im pcdorn ted or pel'forn tell 
stamps from Plate 2 were issued to the post offices. It is doubtful that s11eh 
a plate \\'as C'H'l' plaeed in production. 

A possible parallel may perhaps be c ited i n  the plates oi the Une Cen t  stamps of 
the same issue. �Iaterial irom the One Cen t  Plate 3 is so very scarce that the existence 

of such a plate for years was u n k nown. R e c e n t  exhaustive study shows that this Plat e 

developed a mass of smal l  cracks,  which no doub t rendered it u n f i t  ior use aft e r  a very 
short  period. 

\Ve do not know exactly when the One Cen t  Plate 3 was made, but it  was some 
time between �Iay, 1856, and :March of 1857, so i t  is possible that this plate might have 
been made about the same t ime as the mysterious Twelve Cent Plate 2, and the defect 
in the former might have existed in the lat ter. 

:.Ir .  Per ry stated in his art icle tha t in the pe r io(l 1851 to 1861 the n u mber of 12 cent 

stamps use d probab ly d i d  not e x c e e d  e ight mill ion, and that one plat e , barring acc i d e n t s  

should b e  ab le  to p roduc e  t e n  m i l l ion stamps; h e n c e  two plates w e r e  m o r e  than su fficient 
am! there existed no need for a third plat e.  This argument  is sound and helps to con

firm our theory that three plates were actually made, but only two were used, due to a 
serious damage tn nne oi the three. 

The \·ar ieties. rleYelopecl in the "tucly of the One Cen t, Three Cent,  an(I Ten Cen t  

oi the 1851-1857 Issues , l e d  Col. Tracy t o  believe that possibly yariet ies existed i n  the 

Twelve C e n t  stamps, and while his work is st i l l  iar irom comple t e ,  it has advanced suf
fici e n t ly to prove that this value is qui t e  a n interesting· subject for specialism. 

Somewhat similar to other values of thi s issue the varieties which exist in the twelve 

cent stamps result from an at tempt to improve the designs by the process of recut ting 
on the plates. 

The cxi;;tence of specimc11:; with ''extra side lines" has been noted i n  various articles 

ior some years past, but no men t ion has heretofore been made of the iact that consider

ab le re t· ut t i ng was also done on the designs of the st amps, and Col. Tracy dese rves the 

sole c red i t  for this i n t e resting discovery . 

P lates I a n d  3 arc i n  many respects nry much alike. In ge ne ral , the distinctions 

are as follow:;: The horizontal di,;tance between the designs 011 Plate 1 are 0 to 1 VB 
millimeters ('d �f). while on Plate .'l it is f rom !Y.J to 2}� �[�[. The outn frame line on 

Plate 1 copies is always complde. except possibly for very slight breaks at the cor ners. 

which arc never over Yi �r;.r in length and generally less, whereas, Plate 3 c opies always 

:;how the outer frame line broken at some corne r and g e n e rally at the sides, top or 

bot tom. Copic,; may also show an enti re side frame l ine m issing. The great major ity 

of Plate 1 cop ies are sharp and clear, whereas, the majority of Plate 3 copies appear 
dull or blurred. 

t 
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A few Plat e 3 pos it ion s  show pradieal  l y  complete out si<le framelines, but 
no evidence of rec u t t i n g  exists, except possibly on the ou ter top framel ine .  
These can be defin i tely assigned to Plate 3 because of the position of the guide 
<lots on the st am ps . O n  plate 1 ,  the gu ide dots ap pear under the lower right 
rosette close to the bottom outer framel ine of the design.  ( See Figures 43 to 54 ) .  
On Plate 3,  the dots are much sma ller , generally round,  and are l ocated between 
the l owest part of th e oute r  and i nner right framelines ; or outside , to the ri ght 
o f' t h e  outer rigl1 t  fra meline . ( Figure 2B ) .  The only Plate  3 positions without 
guide dots are the right margin copies in the right pane,  and possibly some 
from the top row, but none have complete outer framel ines. 

In common with all  the Toppan Carpenter  plat e s ,  the Twelve Cent plate s were made 

up of two panes of 100 ( l OxlO) side by side, and separated by a s ingle c e n t e r  line. The 

imprints  were t o the right of the following posit ions  i n  the right p a n e s ,  40R ,  SOR ,  60R 
and 70R, and to  the left of t h e  following posit ions  i n  the lef t  panes ,  3 1 L, 41L, S I L  and 61L. 

All of t h e  variet i e s  r esult ing from a recutt ing of t h e  des igns  come from Plate  1 ,  
and all  o f  t he recutting result ing into t h e  "double l ine variet ies"  come from Plate 3 .  

PLATE O N E  
P late 1 w a s  e vidently made at t h e  same t i m e  t h e  fir s t Three  Cent  Plates  a n d  Plate 1 

of t h e  O n e  Cent were m ade, and whi le  a t h r e e  rel ie f rol ler  was u s e d  t o  rock i n  t h e s e 

plate s ,  we have every r e a s on to bel ieve a one r e l i e f  rol l  was u s e d  on t h e  two Twelve 
Cent  Plat e s ; in  fac t, in  n o  respect can w e  f ind any evidence of other  than a O n e  Relie f 
Roller .  The  horizontal  spac ing of t h e  des igns  on Plate  1 is so constantly irregular and 
without uniformity that  i t  appears  pract ically imposs ib le  t o  f igure  t h e  u s e  of other  than 
a one re l ief  Trans fer Roll .  

Referring to the use  of a one Relief Roll ,  M r. Perry in  his notes , suggested the t h e ory 
that the 1 2  c e n t  plate might have been the f i r s t  plate made by Toppan Carpe n t e r  for 

this i s s u e ,  and that finding i t  took s o  much time t o  rock in  200 des igns , they afterwards 

adopted t h e  u s e  of a mult ip le  Rel ief  Roll .  While t h i s  t h e ory may b e  p o s s ible ,  w e  cannot 

imagine any reason to  have induced t h e  Engrave r s  to  m a k e  a plate of  twelve c e nt  de
nominat ions f i rs t ,  w h e n  there  was  u rge n t  need  of several  plates  of  t h e  three  c e n t  value.  

Anot h e r  thing which confirms the  u s e  of a O n e  Relief Roller i s  the fact that pos i t ion 
dot s are found in m o s t  of the  pos it ions  in each of t h e  t e n  horizontal  rows.  T h e  arrange

m e n t  of t h e s e  dots on the plate i s  a s  follow s : T h e y  are s i tuated i n  or very n e a r  t h e  

l owe r righ t c o rn e r  of e a c h  des ign in  al l  t h e  r o w s  on t h e  p l a t e  e x c e p t  t h e  t o p  a n d  bot tom 

rows,  and t h e  following posit ion,  20L 30L 40L SOL 60L 70L 77L SOL 90L WR 30R 40R 
49R SOR 60R 70R SOR and 90R.* 

Top row pos i t ions  s h ow one, two or t h r e e  <lots  in the margin j u s t  above the upper  
r ight  and le ft corners  of t h e  de sign.  Such dots  arc  gene rally about  y_; mil l im e t e r  above 
the righ t and l e ft corners ,  and a b i t  from the edge of each de sign. The dots i n  the  body 

of the plate  are  very irregular and are  i n  a l l  shapes a n d  s i z e s .  

l\Ia r g- i n a l  copies with l a rge sheet  m a rµ; i n s a re Yer�· scarec . 'l'herefore, this  
eauses the <l ifficulty i n  d iagrnmm ing· all  o[ the gnide dots i n  t h e  l eft and right 
slwd 1 1 1 11 rgins of t lw J l il l l <'S .  Most of t lws(' a 1 ·p shmn1 in F i g·u n•s 1 0  t o  -t- G .  I n  
a l l  p L"obabilit�· ,  i n  t h e  l eft pane all  o [  t he posit ions fro m  ] 1 1  ... to  su� h ave a 

* I t  is possible that Position 19R has no guide dot. If so, it is so small that it is difficult 
t o  see even under magnification ( see Figure 2 9 ) . 
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Fig. 3 .  Positions and 1 1  RI in vertical p a ir. 

Fig. 4.  Horizontal pair, positions 89-90L I .  

g u i d t• d o t  ; 1 ho t 1 t  :i 1 1 1 i l l i 1 1 1 l ' t t · 1 ·s t o  t h t• ] (•ft  of t h < ' st ; 1 m p  n n d  oppos i t r  t h 1• h ot t om 
o [  t h e  l o \n• 1 ·  l "Osl'1 t l ' .  Pos i t i o n  !Jl f, h a d  n o  nrn r g i n a l g u ide dot. 

I n  t h e  r i g· h t  m a l 'g i n  o r  t l u� l l' ft  p a n e ,  a g t 1 i d e  dot a p pea l's O\"l' I' a rn 1  t o  the 
l ' i gh t  o r  pos i t i o n  J () L a l m ost t otl< " h i n g  t h e t'.e n ! t · t · l im•  a 1 1 < 1  a s i m i l a r  one a p pt'a l 's 
a c l j ; 1 <' l ' l l t  to t h < • hot t o 1 1 1  of t h t • l ' i g h t rnsd h•  0 1 1  posi t i o n s  :>O L  ; i n c l  1 00 1 , .  I n  t h e  
l l ' r t  l l l i l l "g· i n  o r  t h t •  l ' i g· h t  p a n t ' .  t i l l ' ! " ( '  i s  a g u i c l < • c l ot  ; i J 1 1 1 ost t ot l <" h i n g  t i l l' ( " l 'nt < • t · l i n P  
s l i g· h t l .\· a ho n •  t h < • t o p  l i rn•  o r  posi t i on 1 H . 'i' I H• p l a t i n g  c l i a gra 1 1 1 s  a l so shmr µ;u i t k  
c l o t s  n l 'a t ·  t l H '  ( • t• n t t • J ' J i n t ' .  l o < " < l t t •d ; 1 \ iot1t  :1 t n i J l i 1 1 1 l ' t \' l 'S t o  t h l' t · igh t o l' p o s it io n s  1 1 , 
� I .  ;1 1 .  -l- 1 . ( i i ,  7 1  ; 1 1 1 c l � 1  H .  T h t•st •  d o t s  a t ' t '  a d .i a <"\' l l t  to t h t• l m1· < · 1 ·  p a rt of t l H• l ' i ght 
1 ·os< • t t t ' .  I "  1 1 d ot 1ht t • c 1 1 .1 - .  t h < • t ' t '  i s  a s i  1 1 1 i l n 1 ' dot  o p  p os i t <• p os i t ion G l  H .  Careful 
PXa t l l i t 1 < 1 (  i o n  o r  n l ; J l l _I'  ( 'O p i l 's l'!'H'a } s  1 1 0  gn i d <• d o t s  i n  t h e r i g h t  si t l ' l 't  l l l a l'g"i n .  

T h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  d i v i d i n g  t h e  t w o  p a n e s  m e a s u r e s  3/:'.i M l\ [  from t h e  l e f t  p a n e  and 
2Y-l l\1 }.[ from t h e  r i g h t  p a n e .  l t  i s  a h e a v y ,  u n b r o k e n  l i n e ,  r u n n i ng from t h e t op t o  t h e  
b o t t om o f  t h e  p l a t e .  ( S e e  Figu r e s  3 a n d  4 ) .  

T h e  I m p r i n t  of P la t e 1 i s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v a r ie ty u s e d  by  t h e  Engra v e r s ,  a n d  i s  t h e  

s a m e  a s  f o u n d  on t h e i r  o ther  p lat e s  m a d e  fr om 1 8 5 1  t o  1 860. 
\\' h i l e  we h a \'e  n e v e r  s e e n  t h e c o m p l e t e  i m p r i n t ,  we have  eve ry r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  it 

r e ad s  a s f o l l ow s :  
"Topp a n ,  Carpe n t e r ,  C a s i l e a r  & Co. ,  B a n k  Note  E n g r a v e r s , P h i l . ,  New York,  

B os t o n  & C i n c i n n a t i . "  

T h e  t op s  of  t h e l e t t e r s  are  t oward t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  de s ign s in  each p a n e  and m e a s u r e  

a s  fo l low s : T h e  c a p i ta l s a re  l}!j 1\ f �[  an d t h e  s m a l l  l e t t e r s  2 0  ]\ [}. '[  f r om the des igns  i n  
t h e r igh t p a n e .  T h e  c a p i t a l s  a rc 2 JI!  M a n d  t h e  s m al l l e t t e r s  2 %  ]\[ }.[  f r om t h e  d e s ign s 

i n  t h e  l e ft pan e . " 

P l a t l' 1 t ·opi l's sl 1 mr i 1 1 g: a po1 · t i o11 o f tlw i m p l' i n t  < t i ' <' cxt t ·l' ll l l' l y s(- ; l t '<'l' , t h e  
i l ll t h rn "s ('O l l l h i t H •c l l ' l ' l 'O l' c l o l' 1 J ! l '  k l lO\\' l l  fi fkt' l l  S(H'( ' i l l l l ' l l S  is  < I S  fo } l o\\'s : 

Im l >c l'foratc 
a s i n gl e  < ·opy posi t i011  G l L 
;i p ; 1 i 1 · ,  p o� i t i o t 1 s  :> 1 1 , _ ;>� L 
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Fig . 5 



Fig.  b 

R ight Pane - a st r ip  of eigh t ,  positions 63R to 70R 
a p a i l' .  posit ions -19-GOH on covrr 

Left P a n e  

H igh t P a n t>  

a singl e.  posit ion 60R 1 on ('0\·1·1· \Y i th  a nother 
T \Yelve Cent Stamp 
2 singles, posit ion 60 R 
a single, posit ion 70R 

Perforated 
2 si ngles position filJ_, 
a pair  on cover positions 41-42L 
a s1Tip of t hree , positions -1-l--!2--1-3L 

2 sin gl es position 50R 
11 sing lP ,  posit ion 60R 

The v e r t i c a l  s p a c 1 1 1g  of  t h e  c le s i g n s  of  each pane i s  fairly c o n s t a n t ,  and g e n e ral ly  

measures about Ys "'.II M. The h or i z o n t a l  spacing between d e s ig n s  varie s  from Yi �[ "'.\[  t o 

7/g "'.11 "'.11, in the l e ft pan e ,  a n d  from % to I Ys "'.l·C:.f in the r ight pane .  

The vert ical alignme n t  i s  very regular, but i n  t h e  horizontal arangement ,  a d iffe r e n c e  
i n  level o f  f rom 1 -16 to Y-1 M M  i s  ge n e rally found. 

Figure 5 is  an actual size drawing· showing the approximate spacing and 
al ig·nment of Plate  L In a sm uch 1 1 s t l'ansfe l's \\·ere made from a si ngle rel ief  
mil,  thel'e is  both a v e rt i ral a n d  hol'izont a l  rn riat ion in spacing from row to 



r o w .  The actual results cannot be i l lustrated. Thus, Fig.  5 can serYe onl�, 
as a guide to how the spacing appears. 

Shifted transfers  on Plate 1 are nume rous and varied,  and the  shift  generally ex i s t s  
toward t h e  t op of t h e  d e s ign.  

In view of the interes t taken in the recutting done on other Toppan Carpenter plates, 
i t  seems s trange that the recutt ing on the Twelve Cent stamp has thus far escaped the 
notice of the special i s t ,  part icularly when the fact exi s t s  that every posit ion on Plate 1 
was recut. 

While i t  is not probable ,  s t i l l  it i s  poss ible  that  t h e  recutt ing was done after  t h e  
p l a t e  was  i n  use  f o r  a s h ort  period,  but  a s  n o  s t a m p s  a r e  know n  w h i c h  do not  s h ow re
cutt ing,  we as sume t h e  recutt ing was done b e fore the plate was turned over to t h e  
pr inters . Mention i s  made here of  th i s  poss ibil ity, because certain plates of  the  One 

F i g .  7 
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BEFOR E R E C U TT I N G  

Fig .  8 

C e n t  a n d  T h r e e  C e n t  S t am p s  exi s t  1 n  " e a r l y "  a n d  " l a t e "  c o n d i t i on s , t h a t  i s , b e fore a n d  
a f t e r  ' ' r c c u t t i 11g . 1 '  

Proofs  fr om the  or iginal  Die  ( s e c  F i g u r e  6) o f  t h e  1 2c s h ow t h a t  t h e  frame l i n e s , 
a n d  a l s o t h e  i n n e r  f r a m e  l i n e s at r igh t a n d  left  w e r e  n o t  c u t  very de eply h e nce these  
t ra n s fe rre d l igh t l y  t o  t h e plate ,  a n d  pos s ib ly , due t o  a n  un e ve n s urface o f  the plat e ,  

s u c h  l i n e s t r a n s f e r r e d  a s  broke n ; h e n c e  the  n e c e s s ity o f  the  rccut t ing on the  p l a t e  b efore 

i t  \\' a s  t u rn e d  o v er  t u  t h t: P r i n t e r s .  

F i g u r e  7 s h o w s  t h e  pa r t s  of  t h e  tlc , i :c; n  w h i c h  w e r e  r e c u t ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e d  o f : 

T h e  O u t e r  T o p  F r a m e  Line 

The O u t e r  B o t t o 1 1 1  F r a m e  L i n c  

T h e Outer  Right F r a m e  Line 

T h e  O u t e r  L e f t  Frame Line 

and 

T h e  I n n e r  Right F r a m e  Lin e  
T h e  I n n e r  L e f t  F r a m e L i n c *  

\\'c h c l i n·t: t h a t  p r ac t i c a l l y  c n' ry pos i t i on o n  t h e  p la t e h a d  t h e  mi t e r  f ram e  l i n e s  

r e n1 t .  ,r..;o t  a l l  o f  t h e  pos i t io n s  h a d  t h ('  r igh t a n d  l d t  f r a m e  l i n e s  r e c u t .  a n d  w e  
d ou b t y e r y  m u c h  i f  any rec u t t i n g  \\' a s  d on e o n  t h e  i n n e r  t op or bottom frame l i n e s .  

;.. [ a n y  po s i t i o n s  0 1 1  t h C'  p la t e  h a d  o n l y a por t i o n  o f  t h e i n n e r  s i d e  l i n e s r c c u t ,  a n d  i t  i s  

o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o d i s t i n g u i s h  w h e r e s o m e  of t h i s r e c u t t i ng s t a r t e d  a n d  w h e r e  i t  e n d e d ,  

cl u e  t o  t h e  fac t t h a t  t h e  e n g r a v c 1· e x c e r c i s e d  Yc ry g r e a t  c a r e  \\' i t h  h i s  work.  

The r e c u t t i n g  i s  m os t n ot i c eable  i n the  l ow e r  r ig h t  and l e f t  c o rn e r s ,  a u d  i t  i s  t h e  
,·a r i e t i e s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e s e  p a r t s  n f  t h e  d e s ig n .  t h a t  w e  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s cr i b e  a n d  

i l l u s t r a t e .  \\' e w i l l d i Y i d e  t h e s e  va r i e t ie s i n t o  t h r e e  c la s s i ficat ions ,  as fol low s : 

C l a s s  " .-\ .  . .  

C l a s s ' · B . " 

Cla s s  " C . "  

l 1 1 r l u c l e s  s t a m p s  w h i c h  ,; h o \\' r e c u t t i n g  i n  t h e  lower  r igh t c or n e r .  

I n c l u d e s  s t a m p s  w h i c h  s h ow r e c u t t i n g  i n  t h e  lower l e f t  c o r n e r  a n d  

l ow e 1· l e ft r o s e t t e s .  

T n c l u d c s  s t a m p s  w h i c h  a r c  l l ( l t  r e r u t  i n  t h e  l o w e r  r i g h t  c o r n e r .  A full  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t h re e  Y a r i e t i e s  fol l ow s : " '  

C l a s s  ' " A . "  C " n ,; i ,; t >  t J f  a rec u t t i n g· " f  t h e  e x t r e m e  l u w e r  e n d o f  t h e  r i g h t  i n n e r  

f r a m e  l i n e an d g e n e r a l l y e x t e n d s  fr o m  a P " i n t op p os i t e t h e  m id d le of t h e  lower r ight  

rn s l' l t e to  \\· h e r e  i t  m e d s  t h e  bot t om i n n e r f r a m e  l i n e , a d i s t an c e a v e raging 10 � [ � [ .  

O n  t h C' D i e  t h e  r i g h t i n n n  fra m e l ine w a s  w e a k ,  b u t  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of  i t  b e l ow t h e  l ow e r  

r o s e t t e  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  fa i n t ; h e n c e  80',Yo of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o n  t h e  p l a t e  w e r e  recut i n  t h i s  

* ThPrc i s  e,·ery e,·id c 1 1 cc lh a t  the bottom i nner fra mcline w a s  rccut on many positio n s . 
In fad, many o( JUr .  Ash brook 's pla ting drawings indicated such recutting. (M. L. N.) 
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corner.  T h e s e  posit ions may also have t h e  lower part of t h e  left inner frame line recut.  

T h e  recutting of these lower right corners is  very uniform, and i t  requires a s trong 

glass and close s tudy to  s h ow the variations i n  the recuttings from different posit ions . 

Class  "A" stamps include all stamps recut in this  corner.  
Class "B." Con s i s t s  of a recutting of various parts  of the  des ign of the  lower left 

corner below and to t h e  left  of the lower left  rosette .  Unlike stamps of Cla s s  "A, " thi s 
recut t ing is not  uniform, and cons ists  of a retouching of the  extreme lower end of the 
left inner frame l ine and also other parts of t h i s  portion of the design. O nly f ive posi

tions were recut in this  manner and t h e s e  will  be described later. Four of these  posit ions 

are recut in  t h e  lower right corner also.  

Class " C . "  Includes all positions which are not recut in the lower right 
corner, but may or may not have the lower part of the inside left frame line 
recut, except for the five positions described by Tracy-Ashbrook as Class " B. "  

Twenty-eight positions on the plate, classify as Class ' '  C .  ' '  These are 
20Ll ( "  20 "  meaning the position in the pane, " L "  meaning Left pane and 
" 1 "  meaning Plate 1 )  30L, 40L, 50L, 60L, 70L, SOL and 90Ll also 2R ( Right 
pane ) 4R, l l R,  12R, 17R, 22R, 25R,  27R ,  33R, 37R, 42R, 43R, 44R , 49R, 52R,  
59R, 63R, 68R, 69R and 75Rl ( see Figs.  12 to 38 ) . 

One position , lOOLl,  was recut as Class " B "  only, being recut in the l ower 
left cornet· but not in t he lower right. In this respect it is unique ( see Fig. 2G ) .  

Four positions , which the author calls " double  recuts, " had both lower 
corners recnt. While they are a combination of  Class ' ' A ' '  and ' '  B ' ' he classi
fies them as C lass " B . "  These four positions are 43Ll ( Fig. 1 6 ) ,  53Ll ( Fig.  
17 ) ,  63Ll ( Fig. 1 9 ) and 73Ll ( Fig.  2 1 ) .  

The remaining positions were all recnt in the lower right corner and thus 
fall into the Class ' ' A ' '  category. 

'I'he shifted transfers on Plate 1 worthy of mention are found on the follow
rng positions : 

Left Pane. lLl,  2Ll,  3Ll ,  7L l ,  9L l ,  l l L l ,  63Ll ,  and 73L l .  

Right Pane. 3 R l ,  4Rl , 5Rl,  7 R l ,  9Rl ,  1 3R l ,  1 4 R l ,  17R l ,  1 9R l ,  27R l ,  
49R l ,  57R l ,  59Rl , 64R l ,  68Rl,  a n d  79Rl .  

Posit ion 27R l  ( Figure 30) i s  the  most pronounced shift  o n  t h e  plate ,  t h e  shift  

showing in every letter  of t h e  top lab el .  A shifted portion of t h e  lower r ight corner 

appears  a s  an extension of the  inner b ottom frame l ine.  A doubling of all  four rosettes  

i s  a lso noticeable." 

P os i t i on 49Rl ( Figure 34) i s  a very pec uliar shift and shows traces  of a former 

entry in t h e  lower right corner.  
Position 3Rl ( F igure 26) and 67R l  ( Figure 37)  both show a shift o f  the upper l eft 

rosette .  67R l  also shows shifts  in t h e  other three  r o s e t t e s  and a partial  doubling of the  
outs ide  righ t frame l ine.  T h e  other shift s can b e  easily ident if ied  by comparing with 

the  i l lu s t rations in  the  reconstruction.  

Stamps from a few posit ions  on t h e  plate s h ow a sl ip of the e ngraver's tool from the  

l in e s  he was attempting t o  recut ,  and such sl ips  resulted i n  a double l ine.  Such sl ips , 
however,  rarely occurred, and generally show up b e s t  on copies  from very early im
pre s s ions from the plate. Probably the b e s t  example of one of t h e s e  slips i s  noticable i n 
the doubl ing of t h e  inner  right frame l ine  on 89Ll ( S e e  F igure 23) .  

O n  the following pages, the plating marks o f  the 100 positions o f  the left 
pane of Plate 1 arc illustrated ( Figures 9 to 25 ) .  In order to facilitate the 
recognition of the various positions, a tabulation of all the plating marks , which 
have been identified are as follows :-
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P l a t i n g- m a rks onr design -
J J , ,  -1- . .  I ,  I i ,  �' 0 ,  10 ,  2 :l ,  24,  3-!, 3 G ,  3G , 5 3 ,  7 G T1 

P l a t i n g- m a rks H n d c r  c1esign -
9 L ,  l :l ,  J S , :�2 .  (i0 , (i G ,  l OOL 
l ' l a t i n µ: 111a rks in  1 1 p pc1· l et t crin µ; -
1 L . 2 .  ; i ,  ; \  7 ,  !J , 1 1 .  J:i ,  GO ,  (i 3 ,  G7 , n, 7 :J ,  8 1 , 82 ,  !J l ,  9 ;-J ,  9 G , 9 81, 

P l a t  i n �  1na rks i n  l ower l et t cring -
1 L . 2 .  : l , li , 7 .  9 ,  1 7 ,  1 9 , -± 9 ,  :I Ci ,  G :l ,  G G ,  G7 ,  G9 ,  73 ,  7 9 ,  9 1 ,  92 , 9 G ,  l OOL 
P l a t i n g- 1 n a rks i n  r i ght m a rg i n  -
7 1 J , �' -1-0 ,  -±! l , (i (i ,  (i/ ,  70,  7 3 ,  90,  9-l-,  9 G ,  97 ,  9 8 11 

P l a t i n g  m a rks in l eft  margin -
1 !H, , 21-i .  32 .  ;J (i ,  65 ,  66 ,  6 7 ,  7-!, 77 ,  7 8 ,  87 , 97 , 99L 
P i a  t in µ; ma rks in rosettes -
7h 9 .  1 0 .  l iJ .  1 7 ,  -± 9 ,  G3 ,  7 3 L  

S p l i t  r ight  recut i nn e r  line -
lGL 
P l :1 t in g  marks in npper border -
1 L. 2 .  ;� , :), S .  3:J ,  3 6 ,  37 , 53 ,  7 1  L 
P l a t i n g· m a rks i n  l ower border -
:l l i .  1 !l .  2 1 .  2 9 .  -± 1 ,  -1- 9 ,  5 9 ,  G3 ,  9GT1 

l ' l a t i n g  nrn rks in ldt bonler -
2 L .  1 7 ,  :�o , :n , ti :"i ,  7 2 ,  S3,  g;;r, 

l ' l a t i n µ;  m a rks i n  r i ght bon1rr  --
-1- ! J .  7 .  1 1 .  :20 ,  :2-l- .  -l- !l .  ;) 1 ,  ;l 3 ,  (i 3 ,  6 6 ,  67 ,  7 3 ,  7 G ,  80,  8 9 .  !JO ,  9 :J .  !J S .  1 00 ! J  
. \ d ll i t i o n a l  s m a l l  d o t  i 1 c a r  l a rge µ; u i ll e  d o t  -
:!il I i . 0-1-. -1-:1 .  � 1 .  82 I i  
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Fig. 25 

O n  pages 32 to 48 the plating marks of the 100 pos1t10ns of the right 
pane are illustrated ( Figures 26 to 42 ) . A tabulation of these plating marks 
are as follows :-

Plating marks oYer design -
5R, 6, 7, 55 ,  67,  86,  97 

Plat ing marks under design -
54R ( ? )  , 55 
Pl ating marks in upper lettering -
3R, 4, 6, 7 , 9, 14,  15 ,  17 , 19, 27 , 32, 40, 45, 49 , 53, 56,  57 , 5 8, 60, 62 , 63,  64, 67, 
68, 7 1 ,  74, 78,  79 , 83, 85,  89 

Plating marks in lower lettering -
3R, 4, 5 ,  7, 9, 10, 1 1 ,  17 ,  27,  2 9 , 35,  37 , 46,  49 , 50, 54, 56 , 57,  59, 61,  64,  67 , 68,  
69 , 79 , 80, 86, 87 , 88, 9 1 
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P l a t ing m arks in left margin -
l R ,  5 , 1 1 ,  1 6 , 41 , 50,  5 1 ,  54, 55 ,  6 1 ,  67 

P l a t i n g  m a rks i n  right ma rgin -
4R , 3:1, 43.  5 1 ,  62 , 64, 66 ,  67 , 81  

Pl a t i n g  ma rks i n  u p p e r  border -
:m . :i ,  1 3 ,  11 , 59 ,  67 

P l a t in g  m a rks i n  lo\\·er  border -
;JlL 46.  4 9 ,  50 , 53 , 82 , 84, 86 ,  99 

P l a t i n g  marks in l e f t  border -
lH , 1 1 , 1 4 , 20, 2 8 ,  2 9 ,  37 , -W.  4:i .  -1-6,  50,  5 1 , 5 7 .  6 1 ,  63 .  64 , 67 ,  7 3.  74,  76 .  80,  8 1 , 
!) I .  9 2 ,  93 ,  %, 99 ,  100 

Plat ing ma rks i n  right border -
:J R ,  3 ;) ,  -1- 1 ,  46,  5 1 ,  5 7 ,  63,  67 , 69, 70, 73,  74 ,  8 1 ,  83,  84 ,  9 1  

Plat ing marks i n  rosettes -
3R , 4, 5 , 1 3, 14, 1 7 ,  1 9 , 26 , 2 7 ,  32 ,  49, 55, 5 9 ,  64, 67 ,  68,  9 1  

,,\.ddit ional small dot near large guide dot -
26R 

Curl between eyes - 9 3R 
Dot in hea d  - 56R 
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Fig. 42 

Figmes 9 to -!2 i l l ust rated the plating marks on the two h u ndred positions 
on P late 1. There were most l ikely some addit ional guide dots in the l eft 
margin of the l e ft pane a n d  in the left margin of the right pane direct l y  to t he 
righ t of the C'C'ntr1· l inl'. Most of these were p re,· iousl.v described on page 7 .  
Copies w i t h  these positions having sufficiently large margins t o  indicate the 
p 1·esence or absence of such dots have not been located as yet .  One hundred 
and fort�·-three positions of Plate 1 have guide dots on or near the right end 
of the bottom outer framel ine under the right lo\\·er rosett e .  ( See F i gures -13 
t o 5-! on pa ges -19 to 60. 

U N ITED STATES. The Ten Cents Stamp• Of 1 855-59 
B y  Mortimer L. N einken 232 Pages . . .  530 Illus . . . .  Price $ 1 0.00 
T h e  C o l l ectors C l u b, 22 E a st 35 S t reet, N ew Y o r k  1 00 1 6  
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Earliest Known Dates of Use 

The earli e s t  dated c opy of an lmpe rforate from Plate 1 of which we have a record 

i s  Augu s t  4, 185 1 .  A s  very few copie s ,  comparatively speaking,  were used for domest ic  

rate s ,  i t  i s  not s t range that an ear l ier  date d c o v e r  i s un k nown . 

T h e  e a r l i e s t  r e c or d  we have of t h e  u s e  of a 12c p e r forate from P l a t e  1 is a cover 

mai led J u l y  30, 185 7.* Can y ou s h ow a n  earl ier  d a t e ? 

The following i s  a l i s t  of various cance l lat ion s noted by Col .  Tracy on s i ngle s which 

were well  marked : 

Plate  One Imperf .  

Plate  One P e r f .  

Black Town 

B lue Town 

Red Town 

Brown T ow n  

B lack G r i d  

Red Grid 

B lue Grid 

P en 

Black Town 

Blue Town 

Red Town 

Black Grid 

Red Grid 

Blue Grid 

B rown Grid 

P e n cance lle d  

B lack Targe t 

Paper, Gum and Shades 

95 
18 
2 
1 

49 
18 

2 

5 

1 70 
1 3  

4 

33 

27 

1 

2 
2 

The paper u s e d  for the Imperforates  was a hard,  white  wove paper,  and varied in 

thickn e s s  from very thin t o  medium, and thick.  

The gum was rather thick an<l was spread very liberall y ,  and varied 1 1 1  color from 
a l m ost  w h i t e  t o  a n  a m b e r  shade.  

T h e  s h a d e s  of t h e  stamps r a n  from a gray black t o  a very d e e p  black.  

On pagr J.!, Yol . I I ,  of the · Tnited Statrs One Cent Stamp of 1 85 1 -
1 8;)7,  . .  �lr .  Ashbrook refers to the book,  " The 3c Stamp of the l-nited 
States 1 8:i l - 1 8:'>7 Issue , · '  h:· Dr. Carroll Chase, and  then fol lom; with his  
mn1 com ments .  -

"Chase further stated that, sometime in 1 8 5 1 a small  printing was made on a paper 
which he cal led 'Part India . '  In commenting on this, we find the following in his book on 
page 144 :  

"The firm manufacturing the stamps undoubtedly bought the paper in  the open market 
and there is no particular reason why hand-made paper might not have been used to a 
limited extent. The fact which makes me suspect such a possibility is that the paper of 
certain stamps shows characteristics found commonly in hand-made paper and rarely in that 
which is machine-made.  For example: I have an imperforate stamp on paper which varies 
much in thickness ; that is to say one quarter of the stamp is very thick while the rest is thin . 
This, so I am told by an expert, might possibly happen with machine-made paper but 
ordinarily indicates that which is hand-made. 

*Amended by M. L.  N.  
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"With the exception of one small batch of paper it was all made from rag stock;  that is 
to say the basis of the pulp was ground up cloth mostly in the form of rags. The exception 
just mentioned, and to my mind a most interesting one, is a small lot of paper, used within 
two or three months of the time that the firm commenced the manufacture of stamps, which 
is made, not from pure rag stock, but from a mixture of this and fibre from the inner bark 
of the bamboo tree ; this latter being the basis of what ordinarily is known as India paper. 
From what paper experts tell me I judge this paper could either have been made in the 
Orient or made in this country from stock imported therefrom. * * * 

"The paper in question is thin and silky, and feels and looks like India paper, although 
it does not respond to one rough test which stamp collectors often employ to determine India 
paper ;  this being to moisten it slightly upon which it promptly wets through. This test how
ever, I am told, is more a proof of lack of "size" in the paper than it is of any kind of fibre. 
Stamps printed on this paper are always in a certain rather peculiar yellowish shade of orange
brown which is fairly distinctive. The paper itself is slightly yellowish, not the dead white 
usua l l y  found. These stamps are rare ; possibly twenty or thirty copies having been seen. 
A majority of these bear the small black Boston PAID cancellation so probably most of 
this printing went to the city mentioned." 

Specialists interested in the subject of this "Part India paper,' '  are referred to quite a 
fine article by Mr. Eugene Jaeger, entitled: "Early Thin Paper Varieties of the 3c 185 1 "  
which appeared in "Stamps,'' issue of November 28th,  1 936,  Volume 1 7 ,  page 3 5 3 .  In 
this article Mr. Jaeger divided the thin paper varieties of the Three Cent into three classes 
as follows : 

( 1 )  

( 2 )  
( 3 )  

Part India Paper. 
1 85 1 ) . 
Very Thin Paper. 
Very Thin Paper. 

(Used mostly in Boston, Mass. ,  during August and September 

( Used in Boston, Mass. ,  during August 1 85 1 ) . 
(Used in St. Louis, Mo., during September 1 85 1 ) . 

Mr. Jaeger stated that all  the thin paper, Part India paper varieties he had seen came 
only f rom the Three Cent Plate One Early. 

Mention of this paper was also contained in some notes I published in the American 
Philatelist of March 1 936,  page 308. 

I have seen examples of both the Three Cent and Twelve Cent on this thin paper, and 
these were unquestionably of the "Part India" variety, but although I have seen copies of 
the One Cent on a rather thin paper, I have never seen a One Cent stamp on paper I would 
classify as the " Part India ." 

The Three Cent stamps on this paper are u ndoubtedly quite scarce, and in comparison, 
the Twelve Cent are much rarer. I have a record of approximately fifteen copies of the 
Twelve Cent that I have examined or have had reported to me. Similar to the Three Cent 
these Twelve Cent likewise vary, both in the extent of the quality of the paper and in the 
degree of thinness. In the collection of Mr. Samuel W. Richey of Cincinnati, is a horizontal 
pair of the Twelve Cent that is most exceptional. It is very thin, much thinner than the 
ordinary plate proofs from the Reprint plates of 1 87 5 .  I think this paper is somewhat similar 
to the silky India p roof paper of the original plate proofs of the Five Cent and Ten Cent 1 847.  

In the Newbury collection is a horizontal strip of five of the Twelve Cent on this 
"Part India" paper but to all appearances, it is not quite so thin as the Richey pair. Both 
of these items are undoubtedly from the very first impressions from the Twelve Cent plate .  
The engravings are very sharp and resemble die proofs or plate proofs on India. The shades 
of both these items are of the earliest known, the distinctive grayish. 

It  is not improbable that these "Part India paper" stamps of the Three Cent and 
Twelve Cent came from "trial printings," i . e . ,  proof sheets that were afterwards thrown in 
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the regular stock,  then gummed and issued to various post offices .  

For the year ending June 30th,  1 85 2 , approximately f ive and one half mill ion One Cent 
stamps were issued to postmaste rs, in comparison to only 23 7,042 of the Twe lve Cent value.  
Inasmuch as specimens of the Twelve Cent on the Part India paper are known, as compared 
to none of the One Cent, leads me to believe that few, i f  any, sheets of the One Cent were 
ever issued to the public on this paper. 

Chase stated the thinnest paper he has examined of the Three Cent 1 85 1 was .002 inches. 
Mr. J aeger wrote me some months ago that he had three specimens measuring .00 1 1 ,  .00 1 2  

and .00 1 4 .  The Richey pair  o f  the Twelve Cent i s  .002. 

T h i s  t h i n  Jl < l ] H • t ·  Y a ri t " t .\· of t h l' 'l\Y\ ' l n• ( \•nt lrns l H ' ( ' l l  s t ud i Pd ea t·l ' t 't t l l .'· h.'· 
:\ J r .  E a 1· I  Oa k ky .  I t  i s  h i s op1 1 1 1 o n . ; i s  \\' ( • I I a s  t l w t  o t' t h( •  1 1 u t h o 1 " ,  t h ; i t su < 'h 

( •op i ( • s  ; 1 1 ·e 1'x t 1 · ( • 1 1 1 1 · I .'· s < · 1 1 1 ·e 1• and ; 1 1 · ( •  1 1 1 ost dl'si rn h l ( •  1 1 d d i t ions to  ; 1 1 1 .\· 'l\Y l ' h·e 
( \ · 1 1 1  eol l c ct io 1 1 .  

F o r  t h e  P c r fura t c s ,  t h e  p a p e r  u s e d  i n  1 85 7  a n d  d u r ing t h e  e ar ly p a r t  o f  1 858 was 
t h i n , h a r d ,  a n d  b r i t t l e ,  a n d  ge n e r a l l y v e r y  w h i t e ,  t h ough 1 1 1 o s t  c o p i e s  s h ow a y e l l o w i s h  

b rown t i n t  f r o rn  t h L· g tt rn .  

A f t e r  1858 ,  a n nt c h  s o f t e r  p a p n  w a '  u s e d .  T h e  s h a d e s  vary from a gray black to  
ful l  b l a c k ,  a n d  la te i 1 n p r c s s i o n s  a r c  a p t to  s h ow a s m ttdgy b l a c k  a p p e a r a n c e .  

T h e  gum u s nl v a r i e d  in  c ulur  fru1n l ight  t o  dark b ro w n .  

Largest Blocks Known 

1 1 1  l 1 is ( ' ( ) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  " t ; .  K � o t l ',., ,  J\ Lekee l s  \V(' ( • k l y  S t a m p  l'\e \1·s . . 
u( Febnwry 23,  

H lu :2 ,  t h <·  l 1 1 t 1 •  l'h i l i p  1 1 .  \\" 1 1 1 ·d .J r .  1Hot e  ; i s  l "o l l ml's : 

" H <· 1 ·0 1 ·ds a t  1 h c l'ost O f [iec l lcp1 1 r t 11H• 1 1 t. show tl 1 a t. t h 1� Lol l ow i 1 1 g-
1 lto l i Yl ' l ' i l's of t h e  1 :2e \\'l' l 'e m a de .  0 1 1  .f 1 1 1 1 P  30 ,  18!Jl  1 l 1 e 1 · < �  w 1 1 s  shipped t o  
c\ l b1 1 1 1 .1· 1 ,000, B u l' l'a l o  1 ,000, .-\ ub u rn .  :>; .  Y.,  GOO ,  H 11 t h , N. Y .  200, B i n g·
l 1 1 1 m p t o 1 1 .  N. Y. :200, H rnokl.1·n GOO 1 1 1 1 d  C a n 11 mla ig- u 1 1 , N. Y. '.WO .  0 1 1  ,T u l .1· 
:2 ! l ,  :2 , 000 \1· ern sli i pp1 •d t o  New O r l <• 1 1 1 1 s .  T h e  i·c 1·on l s  sl t o \\' t h a t  i101 1 c  of 
1 h1•,.;1• a rr i Yc<l al 1 1Pst i n a t i on in t i m <� l 'or t h e  first 1la Y s a l e  o n  .Jnl Y l .  Th r rc 
w e t ' ! '  n o  reeo 1 · 1 ls o f  <'a rl .1- ship nwn t s  1o New Yoric P l 1 i ladelpl; i a ,  Bost o n ,  
\\'a ,.; h i1 1gto11 a nd o t her  rit ies b u t  \\·e fed smc som e were m a de . .  , 

The \\'an1 (·o l t 1 m n  eont innes : 
" CH t h e  i 1 1 1 pedor a t e  1 2c st a m p .  t h e  finest m in t pi e1 ·c lrno\\'11 is a s u p e rb 

b l ol' k o [  1 0 , G l w r i zontal  b�· :2 Y e 1 · t i ( ' 1 t l  \\· i t h  shed. m a rµ:in s a t  t h e  t o p  a ll ll 
l r l' t . La q�·<· m a 1·1,61 1s  on the other l \rn sides .  b<•a u t i .fnl a nd fresl 1 .  T h i s  

b lol' k  i s  pos i t i on 1 t o  5 a n d  1 1  t o  1 3R l .  Posi t· ion :-i R l  sho\\'s a t r i ple  
t ra n ,.; fpr.  T I H ·  b l od: is [rom t h e  H e n n· C .  G ibson eo l l ee t i o n .  Tlwre \\· a s  
a m i n t  b l ( ) ( ·k  ll' i t h  p a rt ol: t h e  bot t o m  ma rgin i n  t he H i n d  1·o l ! P d ion . I n  
t he \\' i 1 1  ia  I l l  1 1. ( ' rntke1 ·  rn l  l e (' t i o n  sold b.\· Ha l' llH' I " ,  Rooke & ( ' o . .  L t d .  o f  
J,01Ldo 1 1  i l l  :\' 0 1· 1 • lll bl' l' l !) ; �S .  J oj :-1 S . t ] l l 'l'C' \\' i ! S  1 1 b l Ol · k  of 12 ( -h :·n \\' i t l t p a rt 
u f'  t h t� ,.; I H• t • t  1 1 1 1 1 1 ·µ.- i n  ; i t t h e r i µ: h t. s l ight  1 1 1 a rµ: i 1 1  a t  t o p  a n d  ( ' l i t  i n t o a t  l e ft 
a n d  bot t o m w it h  e n• a s1 •s .  \\' h 1• 1 ·e t h is b l 1 w k i s  t o d a \· \l'e 1- ; 1 1 1 1 10 t  sa \" .  C a s
pa t" .1· h a d  a 1 1 1 1 1 g11i l'i1·r 1 1 t  11 1 i 1 1 t  b l m·k o !' !) \\· i t  h t o p  �heet ma rg i n s  1�· h i e l t  he 
e 1· i <l 1 · n t  ly pur< ' lrnsed at t l H� \\'o t"t hing-t on sa l e mid a bloek o [  six ( :-h.2 ) .  

" O f  1 1s1 •d bl ()( ·ks, t h l' l a rµ:est known to t h e  writer  is t h e  0 1 1 1 · in the eol lee
t io1 1  o l' t l H• l a t e  E 1 l g·a r B . . Jessu p ,  ciµ:litccn ( !lx:2 ) \\·hieh he a d 1· i s<«l ns under 
< la te  o l" �\ pri l !.l .  1!.l :i l , · · ,\' : t s  nsecl on a l a 1 ·g·c l egal em·elope a <l<hessed to a 
::) a n  l•' rn n cisco ] ;rn· f i r m .  The b l oek l rn s  been struck m a n y  t imes b y  the 
Xe\\' Yo r k  to S a n  J.' 1·a 1 1 ei,.;eo }fa i l  cmH·e l l a t i ons, w i t h  whieh 1\·e a re both so 
fa m i l ia r .  It is a n  ex-Trney item . " :\Ir.  Ashbrook un der date of l\Iay 18,  
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1 95 1  in a letter to the writer,  described a square block of sixteen,  with a 
black grid cancel l a tion from the Adutt collection,  which was sold a t  a uct ion 
b.'· J .  C .  ::\Iorgenthau Co. in June, 1923." 

" Stamps from this first p l ate were also issued perforate. While Scott 
states that the earl iest known usage is August 24, 1857 , Ashbrook in his 
letter of March 30, 1951 wrote that the earliest known usage known to 
h im are : 

" ( 1 ) 
( 2 )  
( 3 )  

July 30, 1 857 ( St ark collection ) 
August 24, 1857 ( Tracy collection ) 
August 31 ,  1 857 ( Chase collection ) "  

In the author 's collection , there is a used block of tweh'e ( 6x2 ) ,  positions 
1J_,-6L to 1 1L-16L. 

Large multiple pieces of the perfo1·ated stamps known to the author are 
the following :-

A n  unused block of t wPnty-four ( 8  X 3 )  and an unused block of sixteen 
which were sold at the Caspary Sale #2 by H. R. Harmer, Inc. on January 18,  
1956.  

In the author 's collection are a used reconstructed block of twenty-six 
made up from a block of six , a block of eight and a block of twelve, positions 
1 3-1 4L to 83-86L and a reconstructed used block of twenty, positions 81-90 to 
9 1 -lOOL. These all came from one large piece of mail.  

A number of blocks of four,  six and eight exist,  both unused and used. 

Plate Three 

.\ s stated above , th i s  plate was e i ther  made late in 1859 or early in 1860. No 
d oubt is was made j u s t  prior to the t ime the 30c and 90c Plate s were made. Stamps 
from it  were p r obably placed on sale in  t h e  s pring of 1860, a s  t h e  earli e s t  date of u s e  of 
which we have a record is June 1 ,  1 860. ( N ow in t h e  P h ilip H. Ward, Jr. collection) . 

The outstanding character ist ic of this  plate is the  very noticeable uneven or broken 
out side frame line s .  These  breaks occur i n  the top and bottom l ines  as  well a s  in  both 
s ide l in e s ,  and in  our opinion result from the fact that the  frame l ines were very lightly 
e ngraved on the original die and when transferred from the relief to the surface of the 
stee l  plate,  breaks in these  fine l ines  occurred because of the uneven surface of the plate.  

These breaks were c orrected on Plate 1 by recutting, whereas ,  n o  attempt was  made 
t o  do s o  on Plate 3.  The Plate was probably rocked in  with a one Relief  Tran sfer Roll, 
and the partial recon s t ruction of the right pane by Col. Tracy s e e m s  t o  confirm this  
theory. 

When Mr. Perry was compiling his note s on the 1 2  Cent Plates 3 ,  Col. Tracy fur
nished him with the information he used  regarding the  right pane. 

\Ve are reproducing herewith that part of the Perry Article (:tvfekeel's Weekly 
Stamp �ew s ,  page 319, June 12,  1920) :* 

"S trong indication that Plate No. 3 was rocked in  from bottom to t op with a s ingle 
relief transfer i s  found in the 8th vertical row of the right pane. Stamp No. 98 has a 
noticeable shift  at the bottom ; stamps Nos.  88, 78 and 68 are normal ; stamps Nos.  58, 
48 and 38 have a blur i n  the  "S" of U. S. ; stamp No. 28 show s  a very n oticeable shift ; 
stamp No. 18 is the only stamp on the pane which is much out of vertical alignment,  
being closer to  28 than are any other two stamps on t h e  plate to  each other.  The 
spacing between No.  18 and No.  8 i s  normal and this brings No. 8 too low compared to 
the others in  the top row. The obvious explanation i s  that after No. 68 was rocked in,  
something got on the roller and was n ot noticed until  i t  had produced the blur in the 

*United States, 1857-60 Issue by Elliott Perry - page 42 .  
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" S "  found on ::\ o s .  58 .  48 a n d  38 : t h a t  t h e  w o r k m a n  t h e n  r a i s e d  t h e  r ol l e r  and c l e a n e d  i t ,  

h u t  d i d  n o t  r e p l a c e  i t  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  r igh t p o s i t i on for  No.  28 . a n d  a s h i ft r e s u l t e d ,  o r  
e l s e  h e c om m e n c e d  t o  rock i n  Xo. 28 . a n d  happen ing t o  n o t i c e  t h e i m p e r fect ion on t h e  
s ubj e c t s  b e l ow i t ,  w h i c h  had j u s t  b e e n  r o c k e d  i n ,  h e  t h e n  l i f t e d  t h e  rol ler  t o  c lea n  i t  a n d  
on rep lac ing i t ,  d id  n ot get  i t i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  c o r r e c t  pos i t ion ; h e nc e  the  s h i ft." 

' ' P e r h a p s  h e  got a hit r a t t l e d  then and didn't space ::\o.  1 8  far e n ough away from 

::\o. 28, and followed u p  t h a t  error b y  spacing ::\o.  8 the c o r r e c t  d i s t a n c e  from No.  1 8 

i n s t e a d  of m oving it f u r t h e r  upward to t h e  l i n e  h o r i z o n tal ly  w i t h  l'\ o. 7 a n d  ::\ o. 9. 
Th e w r i t e r  cannot  conce ive  how the varie t i e s  i n  the 8t h  vert ica l  row could  have b e e n  
produced from a r o l l e r  on w h i c h  t h e r e  w a s  more  t h a n  on e  re l ie f . "  

Supplem e n t i ng the above, are some addit ional  fac t s .  28R3 is one o f  the b e s t  s h i f t s  
on t h e  p l a t e .  

T h e  spacing between 18R3 a n d  28 R3 i s  a b o u t  YI r.n r ,  wh e re a s , t h e  s p a c i ng h o r i z on

tally alway s m e a s u r e s  a t  l e a s t  Y8 1DI . 
T h e  b l u r  011 58R3.  48 R3 a n d  38R3 . i n  t h e  "S" of "U. S ."  i s  l o c a t e d  in exact ly t h e  s a m e  

place  on each  o f  t h e s e  s t a m p s .  a n d  t h e r e fore w a s  s u r e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s o m e  foreign s ub
s t a n c e  t h a t  a d h e r e d  to the r e l i e f ,  a n d  t h i s  s a m e  re l ie f rocked  t h r e e  adj o in ing p o s i t i o n s  
i n  a vert ica l  r ow . 

Xo. 8R3 is t h e rc.:gu l a t i o n  d i s t a n c e  of Vil j\DI above 1 8 RJ ,  b u t s t i l l  i t  m e a s u r e s  about 

�·� �nr below 7R3 a n d 9R3.  

\\l h y  T oppan Carpe n t e r  used a one rel ief  r o l l  i n  m a k i ng Plate 1 of  the twelve  c e n t  

in  1 85 1 ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  t h r e e  re l i e f  ro l l s  t o  make oth e r p l a t e s ,  a n d  w h y  t h i s  f irm 
nine years later used a one r e l i e f  ro l l  t o  make a s i m i l a r  1 2  cent plate ,  when they we re 

u s i ng m u l t iple rel ief  ro l l s i n  m a k ing other pla t e s ,  cannot b e  e x p l a i n e d  by us a t  this  t i m e .  
l t i s log ica l  to  s u p p o ,; e  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  O ne R e l i e f  R o l l  u s e d  i n  1 85 1  w a s  a g a i n  u s e d in  1 860. 

From Plate  3 c om e t h e  varie t i e s  o f  t h e  1 2c s ta m p s ,  known as "double  s i d e  l i n e s . "  

I t  h a s  b e e n  incorrect ly  s t a t e d  i n  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  t h e s e  d o u b l e  s i d e  l i n e  s ta m p s  

c om e  from b o t h  t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t  p a n e s  of P l a t e  3 ,  "but  t h e  part ia l  recon s t ruction of t h i s  

p l a t e  b y  C o l .  T r a c y  virtual ly p r o v e s  t h a t  a l l  s u c h  var ie t i e s  or iginate only f r o m  t h e  l e ft 
p a n e .  T h e s e  extra  s ide  l ine  var ie t i e s  are  the  r e s u l t  of vert ica l  l i n e s  ruled from the top 
t o  the bottom of  t h e  plate ,  and whi le  n ot a lways c o n t i n u ou s ,  t h e y  gene ral ly  are  fou nd 
extend ing t h e  full l ength  of t h e  s t am p . 

l t i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  each p o s i t i o n  i n  the t h i r d  v e r t i c a l  row h a d  an extra l i n e  to t h e  

Fig.  55.  ( Posit ions  9 3  a n d  94L3 ) .  
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right of t h e  r ight  out s i d e  frame l ine ,  and each pos1t 1on in t h e  fou r t h  vertical r ow had an 
extra line t o  the l e ft of t h e left outs i d e  frame l i ne .  

T h u s  two extra  vert ica l  l ines  were  ruled b e t w e e n  the  3rd and 4th vert ical  row s .  

The d i s t a n c e  of t h e s e  extra l ines  varie s f r o m  what a p p e a r s  to  b e  on s ome c o p i e s  as a 

cloublecl appearance of the  frame l ine t o  Ys M M  ( Figure S S ) .  

B ot h  of t h e s e  extra l ines are  o f  about t h e  s a m e  thicknes,s a's t h e  outside frame l ine s .  
O n  s om e  o f  t h e  pos i t ion s i n  t h e  fourth  ve rtical row t h e  e x t r a  l i n e  i s  s o  dos e t o  t h e  

o u t s i d e  l e f t  f r a m e  l ine , that  i t  has  t h e  appearance in  s ingle c o p i e s  of a n  a t t e m p t  to recut 
t h e  frame l i n e ; however ,  s u c h  w a s  n ot t h e  case.  ( Figure 5 5 ) .  

B etween t h e  7 t h  a n d  8th vertical  r ow s  of t h e  l'e ft  p a n e  i s  a single l ine ,  which w e  
bel ieve runs  from t h e  t o p  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  of the  p l a t e .  T h i s  l i n e  measures  from V, t o  

y,( M M  t o  the  right of the  right f r a m e  l i n e  of s t a m p s  in  the  7th r o w ,  and about l V, M M  
from stamps i n  t h e  eighth row, and i s  heavier  than the other extra l i n e s ,  and therefore 
h e a v i e r  than the side l i n e s  of the stamps.  

Figur e  56 s h ow s  part  of a block o f  4 w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  87L3, 88L3, 9 7 L 3 ,  an d  98L3. 

Fig. 56 
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T h e  e x t r a  l i n e  c a n  be d i s t i n gu i s h e d  in t h e  c u t  j u s t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  p e r iora t i o n s .  
T h i s  e x t ra l i ne i s  yery  s imi lar  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  p a n e  l i n e .  a s  t h e  di s tance  between t h e  r ig h t  
a n d  l e f t  p a n e s  m e a s u r e s  on l y I)-'.\ t o I� M M ,  w h i c h  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n 
c ertai n vert ical  ro w s  on t h e  pla t e . 

I n  re fe r e nce to t h e  Ce n t e r  L i n c  o f  t h e  pla t e ,  t h i s  l i n e  i s  h e a v i l y dra w n ,  e s pec ia l ly  

s o  a t  t h e  h o t t om , a n d  m e a s u r e s  % t o  :yJ M. 11{ from s t a m p s  i n  t h e  r igh t p a n e ,  a n d  ? �  t o 
I 11f '.\ [  f r o m  s t a m p s  i n  t h e  ld t p a n e .  ( Figure 5 7 ) . 

Fig.  57 

T h e r e  i s  a s l i g h t  b r e a k  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  L i n e  a t  t h e  top ,  op p o s i t e  t h e  top of t h e  s t a m p s  
1 11 t h e  t op r o w .  

S t a m p s  s h o w i n g  t h e  C e n t e r  L i n e  ge n e ra l ly s h ow a s t r a ig·h t  e d g e  a t r igh t or l e ft 
a l ong t h e  C e n t e r  L i n e ,  w h e r e a s ,  s t a m p s  from t h e  7 t h  a n d  8 t h  v e r t i c a l  r o w s  a r e  alway s 

p e r forated.* 

Thus i t  wi l l  b e  n ot e d that out of  every 200 s t a m p s  p r i n t e d  from Plate 3 ,  there w e r e  

3 0  c o p i e s  w h i c h  h a d  e x t r a  s i d e  l i n e s  e xc l u s i v e  o f  t h o s e  s h ow i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  p a n e  or 

Ce n t e r  L i n e .  

\Ive d o  n o t  k n ow a t  t h i s  t i m e  w h y  t h e s e  e x t ra l i n e s  w e r e  d r a w n  on t h e  p l a t e .  

\\" b i l e  t h e  recon s t ru c t ion  o f  t h e  p l a t e  i s  n o t  com p l e t e ,  t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  gu i d e  

d o t s  s e e m s  t o  b e  a s  fo l low s : 

D o t s  a r c  found in or n e a r  t h e  l o w e r  r igh t h a n d  c o rn e r  of near ly  a l l  p o s i t i o n s .  e x c e p t 
t h e  10th vert ica l  r ow s  o f  e a c h  p a n e . * *  

T h i s  co n f i r m s  o u r  t h e o r y  t h a t P l a t e  I wa s roc k e ( l  f r o m  t o p  t o  b o t t o m  a n d  Plate  3 
from b o t t om t o  top ,  a s  d o t s  i n  t h e  t op r ow of Pla t e  l ar e above t h e  u p p e r  r i g h t  a n d  l e f t  

c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  d e s ig n s ,  w i t h  n o  d o t s  b e l ow t h e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  b o t t o m  r o w ,  w h e r e a s ,  o n  

P l a t e  3 ,  d o t s  a r c  fou n d  b e low t h e  l o w e r  r i g h t  c o rn e r  o f  t h e  d e s ig n  o f  t h e  b ot t om r ow 
and a l s o  i n  the t op row,  but n o  dot s a r e  found above the d e s ig n s  in the l a t t e r  row. 

T h e  dots on Plate 3 are  not c o n s i s t e n t  i n  size,  s h a p e ,  or p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  vary great ly . 

A n o t h e r  p o i n t  c on fi r m ing our t h e ory regarding h ow t h e  t w o  p l a t e s  w e r e  rocked i s 
as f ol l ow s : P l a t e  O n e  h a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of s h i f t s  i n  t h e  top row, w h e r e a s  P l at e  

T h r e e  h a s  t h e  g re a t e s t  n u m b e r  i n  t h e  b o t t o m  r ow. 

The p r i n c i p a l  s h i f t s  o n  P l a t e  3 a r e  8R3,  28R3 ( F igure  58) , 38R3, 92R3 ( F igure 59) , 

9 5 R 3 ,  98R 3  ( Figure 60) ,  an d 92L3. S h i f t  92R3 i s  t h e  m o s t  pronounced on t h e  p l at e . 

O t h e r  m i n or s h i f t e d  t r a n s fers  have b e e n  noted, but  t h e i r  p os i t ion s are u n k n ow n  at t h i s  

t ime, clue t o  t h e  fact  that  t h e  reconstruction of t h e  plate  h a s  not b e e n  c ompleted. 

*Refers to t l 1 e  extra vertical lines between the two rows. (M.  L. N. )  
" "* 'J' l 1 < · r l' a rc 1 1 0  g ui d e  d o t s on t h e  dcsi g 1 1 s  of the t e 1 1 t h  n·rt i e a l  r o w  o f  t h e  r i g h t  pa1 1 c  h u t  i n 

t l 1 e  a u t h o r ' s  col lcdio1 1  a r c  f o u r  si 1 1glcs f rom the tenth rnw of t h e  left pane,  eaeh showing a 
g u i d e  il o t .  'l'hPrcfurc,  it rn n  l ie  a ssumeil that 1 1carly a l l  of the  d<>signs in the tenth vertical 
row of the left vane had a guide dot. (M. L. N.)  
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Fig .  58 

Fine  ha i r  l i n e s  are  fou n d  in t h e  spac ings  between many pos1t 1ons  and are noth ing 
more than scratches  on the plate caused  by the wiping of same, during the  proces s  of 
printing. 

The extra line to  the right of 67L3 i s  broken opposite the lower right rosette 
( Figure 61) , but starts  again opposite the  upper right corner of 77L3. 

Fig. 59 
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Fig. 60 

:.r a n y  p o s i t 10 11 s  on t h e  p late  s l inw alm o s t  a tota l  a b s e n c e  of one or m or e  of t h e  
fra m e  l in e s .  Figure 6 2  i l l u s t r a t e s  p o s i t ion  96L3 a n d  s h ow s m o s t  of  t h e  le ft f r a m e  l i n e  
m i s s i ng.  I n  working on t h e  r e c o n s t ru c t i o n  of  t h i s  pla t e ,  s everal  o t h e r  yarie tie s a r e  
p c r h a p ,.;  w o r t h y  o i  1 1 1 c n t io 1 1 .  

l i a pa i r  o i  7 H 3  a n d  8 R3 h e  c l o s e l y  e x a m i n e d ,  a faint  l i n e wil l  b e  n o t e d  run 11 1ng 
irom t h e  l ow e r  righ t r ose t t e of 7R in t o t h e  lower l e f t  rosette  oi 8R3.  T h i s  l i n e  h a s  

b e e n m i s t a k e n  for a crack ,  b u t  we b elie v e  it t o  b e  simply a f law cau s ed b y  some foreign 
s u b s t a n c e  a d h e r i n g  to t h e  re l i ef .  

Another  var ie ty  of 9.'iRJ .  wh ich h a s  a vert i ca l  l i n e  about 3 m illi m e t e r s  long runmng 
t h ru t h e  left  part  o f  the l o w e r  l e f t  rosette  ( Figu r e  63 ) ,  which m a y  b e  a t race  o f  a former  
e n try,  or it  may be sim p ly a s c rat c h on t h e  p l a t e .  I t  i s  a n  in t eresting pla t e  pos it ion 

a n d  w or t h y  o f  m e n t i o n .  

Plate Three - Large Multiple Pieces 
'l' h 1 •  a u t l iur h a s  a t 1 1' m pted to locate  for stud,,-, la rge m ul t i pl P  p ieces from 

F J ;i t 1• 3 ,  bnt has not bc!' l l  tou snceessfnl. There is a. mint bl oek o [  twentv- fo u r  
( Hx3 ) i 1 1  t h e  Phil ip II .  ·wa r d  J r .  collec1 ion,  posit i o n s  3-lOR t o  23-3011 .  In the 

• .\shhl'Ook J '< ' < ·ords t lw rl' i s  ;1  p lwtogTaph of a h l od; of fort,\--tm>,  posit ions 01-60 R  
to 9-1:-JOOR. \\· i t lt eomplet <' right a nd bot tom sheet margins, t h e  eumpl ete rig-ht 
i mp r i n t  an.\ t h 1' nnmbcr · · : l .  · · ln the author 's coll ection , there is a pen-

Fig. 6 1  
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Fig.  62 

cancelled block of twenty, positions 72-77 to 92-98R3, and an unused 
block of eight with top and r igh t sheet margins , positions 7-10 to 17-20R. 
in his Mekeels column wrote : 

corner 
Ward 

" Forty years a go or more, Scott found several panes of these stamps 
all stuck together,  soaked them apart an d broke u p  most of them into bl ocks 
and singlt:s. One pane* of one hundred from this l ot i s  now in the Jeffries 
col lection in the Franklin Institute in Philadel phia . Most blocks of this 
stamp existing are from these panes and therefore, h ave no gum. ' '  

Imprint 

The imprint  used  on Plate  3 is o f  the l a s t  var ie ty  u s e d  by Toppan, Carpenter  & Co., 
and reads a s  follow s : 

"Toppan, Carpenter & Co., Philadelphia" 

111 small  white faced capitals on a tablet of s ol id  color with square ends.  There is a 
thin  l ine parallel to the top and s ides of the  tablet, but none at the  bottom. B elow this 
is  the figure "3". This  i s  the  same variety of  Imprint  as  used on Plate 1 2  of  the  One 
Cent  and on t h e  30c and 90c Plates  of 1860. None of t h e  other p lates  had t h i s  style of 
Imprint .  It measures  2 M M  from stamps  of t h e  right pane and 2;/, M M  from stamp s  
o f  t h e  l e f t  p a n e  ( F igure 64) . I m p r i n t  copies  a r e  extrem ely scarce.  

Shades, Paper and Gum 

Plate 3 stamps are general ly found i n  shades running from a gray black to a j e t  

b l a c k ,  and a l s o  a d e e p  smudgy black. vVhile c o p i e s  f r o m  t h i s  p l a t e  are known s h owing 
a fairly f ine impression,  the  general run have a smeared-up appearance.  

Unl ike the earl iest perforated copies from Plate  1 ,  the paper used for Plate 3 was 
soft and fairly thick a s  a general  rule.  The gum was almost  b rown.  

Cancellations 
Cancellat ions  as noted by Col. Tracy occur in about the following proportion : 

*Right pane. (M. L. N. ) 
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B lack Town 29 
Red T o w n  5 

B l ue Tow n  5 
Gr e e n Town 6 

B lack G rid 22 

R e d  G r i d  31  

B l u s  G r i d  1 
B r own G r i d  1 
B l ac k P a id 3 

R e d  Paid 1 

Black Target 1 

Remainders 

T h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l  \\'a r  c a u s e d  t h e  1857-1 860 i s su e  to b e c o m e  ob s ole te , a n d  

t h e y  were  dec lared  i n va l id  hy t h e P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r al .  A t  a pe riod l o n g  s ub s e que n t t o  

1 86 1 . a l a r g e  qua n t i t y o f  t h e s e s t a m p s  were  in  the p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  P o s t  O f fic e De

pa rt m e n t . T h c ,; c  e x i s t e d  i n  w h ole s h e e t s ,  u n u s e d ,  and we re s u b s e q u e n t l y  acquired  by 

s e v e r a l  w e l l  k n ow n E a s t e rn  d e a l e r s , w h i c h  accoun t s  for t h e  re a s on t h a t  u n u s e d  cop ie s 

o f  t h e 1 2c s t am p s from Pla te  3 arc  n 1 u c h  m or e common t h a n  u se d cop i e s . 

The 1875 Reprints 

The Repr i n t s  uf t h e 1 8.=i 7- ! 860 i s s ue w e r e  made by t h e  C o n t i n e n tal B a n k  Note 

Company of N e w  York.  

l\I r .  Lu ff  s t a t e s  that  a n e w  p lat e for t h e  1 2c value w a s  made from the old transfer  

r o l l .  T h e  Reprint  p l a t e  w a s  m a d e  w i t h  a o n e  re l ief  tran s fe r  rol l ,  a n d  from all  appear

a n c e s , it w a s  i n  f a c t  t h e  o n e  u s e d to r o c k  t h e or igin a l p lat e s . 

T h e  R e p r i n t  P l a t e  h a d  n e i t h e r  I m p r i n t  n o r  P l a t e  n u m b e r ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e d  of 100 d e s ig n s  

arranged l OxlO. 
T h e  R e p r i n t s  can be read i ly d i s t ingu i s h e d  f r om t h e  or igi nal s , as t h ey are per forat ed 

1 2  i n s t e ad of 1 5 ,  t h e  i m p r e s s ions  a r e  very  c l e a r ,  t h e  p a p e r  is v e r y  wh it e , t h e y  are wi th

out g u m ,  and t h e  s h ade i s ge n e ra l ly a g r e e n i s h  blac k .  ;.r  r .  Luff s t a t e s  that only 489 of 
t he 12c were sold,  t h ough the D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  1 0 ,000 p r i n t e d .  

A l l  o f  t h e c o m m o n  I n dia a n d  c ardboard proofs  of t h e  1 2  c e n t  stamp c o m e  f r o m  t h e  
Hcpr i n t  P late .  

F i g ,  63 

7 1  



The Imperforates From Plate Three 
Jn stud�·ing the TwelYe Cent Shi mp a n<l a ft C'r a careful perusal of the 

" T ra ry-Ash brook . ,  brorlmr P .  t lw \\Ti tc1 ·  h a  fl  toycll  w i t h  the a ssump t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  so-called ' ' imperforatrs from P l a t e  3 "  a et u a l l y  c a m e  from Plate 2 a ml  

with another theory that Plate 3 w a s  not produced in 1 860 but was actually 

made in 1 85 1 .  The assumpt ion that the imperforates mentioned above came 
from Plate 2 has been disproved, but the theory that Plate 3 was made in 1 85 1  
m a y  be investigated in t h e  fntme by other students who will be able to com e 
to a factual conclusion . 

In " the Ashbrook Special Sen ice* - Issue No . 4 of August 23, 1 9 G l " 
appea red the followin g :-

A Valuable Contribution To Philatelic Research Work 

At the C E N E X ,  held in Philadelphia las t  month,  :M r .  Philip H.  \Vard,  J r. was host  at 

a luncheon to a number of h i s  friends  and exhibited for the f irst  t ime,  a copy of a 
document  that  had recently b e e n  called to h i s  attent ion. T h i s  amazing b i t  of U. S .  

Postal H i s t ory was t h e  Rece ipt  given t o  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co. ,  for t h e  Dies ,  

Trans fer  Rol ls ,  and Plates  which t hey had u s e d  during t h e  term of  the ir  contract  for  

supplying U. S.  postage stamps to t h e  Post  O ffice Department  for t h e  per iod  185 1-186 1 .  

� f r. \Vanl ve ry kindly gave m e  a copy and perm i s s ion t o  convey th i s  i n formation t o 

subscribers  to th is  service.  The Receipt reads as follows : 

Received Phila.  Aug. 14th 1 861  of Toppan, Carpenter ,  and Co. ,  the following 
stamp plates : 

10 Dies  of Stamps 
24 Rolls of Stamps 

29 plates  of  Three Cent  Stamps 
1 4  plates  of  One Cent Stamps 
2 plates  of  Five Cent Stamps 

2 plates of Ten Cent Stamps 

3 plates of Twelve Cent  S tamps 
1 plate of  Twenty- Cent Stamps 

four 
plate of Thirty Cent Stamps 
plate of Ninety Cent Stamps 

4 plates Frail and broken 

1 plate of Carrier's Stamp Franklin 

1 plate of Carrier's Stamp Eagle 
also 

Head 

The above Roll s ,  Dies  and Plates  are the property of  t h e  U . S .  Gover n m e n t  and del ivered 
i n  accordance with  t h e  terms of t h e  Stamp Contract between the Post  Off ice  D epart
ment and Toppa n , Carpenter & Co.,  a s  verified by J onathan Guest ,  a s  Special Agent ,  
P.  0 .  Dept .  

I .  H. vValt,on, Treas .  U. S .  "Yi int .  

* The Ashbrook Special Sen·ice "·as a service inaugurated by M r .  Stanley B. Ashbrook 
for a small, select group of philatelists who were especia l ly interested in early United States 
postal history. The first one app eared on June 1, 1 9 5 1 ,  know11 as Issue # 1. This Special 
Service appeared regularly, monthly, until Issue # 8 1  in December , 1957. The January 1 9 5 8  
i ssue was in preparation a t  the t i m e  Mr. Ashbrook became i l l ,  and unfortunately this most 
valuable compendium of information terminated with Mr. Ashbr-0 ok's death in January, 1 9 5 8 .  
It  included discussions on a l l  items of interest to t h e  serious collectors of United States 
;tamps from the 1847 through the 1869 issues. Hundreds of covers and stamps were illustrated 
with full explanations of markings , cancellations and rates. Also fraudulent covers and 
r.ounterfeit stamps, of these early United States issues were described in detail. Less than 
thirty complete sets of this service are now in the hands of collectors, and undoubtedly, in 
time, it will become a scarce "collector 's item." 

7:?. 



Fig .  b4 

Plate Three Problems 
Th i s  1 811 1  rr<'e ipt  from thr r.  S. l\Iint concl usivel.'· in·o,·cs t hat t h rre t w r l w  

r e n t  p l a t rs \\·err rom pl rtrll .  Th ere is  rea sona b l e  rerta int:· t hat  a l l  of t h r  im 
prrfora t r  st a m ps issurd to t h e  post o f' l ' iees eamr from t h e  p l a t e  kn own a s  num
ber 1 .  a nd .  a l l  of  t h e  perforate stamps from both p l a tes  n umbers 1 and 3 . 
Therefore. t h i s  l ea Yes 01w m:·st er:· p l at e , known a s  number 2 .  .\ p p a rent l :· 1 1 0  
stamps from this plate were e\·er  p l a ced on sa le for post al use . 

A stnd.Y of t h e  i rn 1w1·forntes from P l at e  3. fi rst l'cfcrrcd to on 1rn g·c li-+ 
has be en h a mpered grcatl:· b:· t h e  scarcity of ma t e ri a l . 'l\yo i mperforn t e pa irs 
a n d  photogrnphs of one block of fonr and several  pa irs,  in d iea t ell a n  absenf'e 
of gnille llots on ner:· design. T h is faet pl us the (· l a r it:· and sharpness of the 
imprrssions l ed the a ut h o r  t o bel ie\"C' t h at t h ese imperfo ra t rs we1·r n ot J l l'OLlnccd 
from P l a t e  3, bu t from thP missing P l a te 2 .  S h o rt l y  be fore p u b l i l' a t ion of  t h is 
st tHl.'-, 2\ [ r .  E a r l  O a k l ey d iscm·e r·cd an i m per forn.t e s ing-l e  w h i (' h showetl  a (•o n 
t in uous a d d i t ional  Yert i<«t l  l i n e t o  t h e  l e f't of t h e  f rn me l i n e  w h i e h  i n d i ea t e d  t h a t  
h is eo p:· ( 'il lll e rrom t h P  th i r1 l  l'O\\" of t l 1 c  l eft p;1ne o f  P l a t e  :1 . ( Sec F i g n l'e ;j ;-) 
O i l  p a g'(' (j;) ) .  

A m i n im a l i l l l l O l l l l t  o r  l ll i l t l' l ' i a l  i s  a \·ailable for stn< l .'· from t h e  l l' l't pane 
of  l' l a t e  3,  a n d  i n fo r m a t i on i s  mia Y a i l able  a s  t o  h o \\· m a n :· of  the  posi t i o n �  
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show guide dots similar to those of the right pane. The Oakley single has no 
guide dot, but the location of the extra frameline checked exactly with that on 
position 93L3 ( from a pair  93-94L3 ) indicating that this single copy was from 
t he th ird veitical row of the plate . It appears exceedingly improbable that 
designs on t h e  m issin g Phtte 2 could have such an cxtm framcline in exactly 
the same position as this one on Plate 3.  But concl usive proof was necessary. 
By an unusual coincidence the author in examining lots in an auction which 
\\·a s short ! .'- to be h e l d  by t h e  l a te Samuel C .  Paige of Boston, Mass . ,  discoYeretl 
a coyer with a p a i 1 ·  of perfon1tcd sta m ps,  one of which showed the extra fra mc
l ine a n d  which plated exa ctl .v with the Oakley sin gl e .  This quite definitcl.v 
det erm i 1wd tha t  t h e  p a i r  on coyer cam e  from the sccoml a nd third Yet't ical  rows 
of the l eft pa ne of Plate 3. Therefore, all of these imperforatcs must be from 
Plate 3 , a nd not from the mystery P late 2 .  For some reason or other Plate 2 
\Yas newr put to use . 

When Was Plate Three Made? 

The earliest known use of a stamp from this Plate 3 is June 1, 1860.  Is 
it probable that the firm of Toppan, Carpenter & Co. ,  with ten years of ex
perience in making numerous plates for many denominations , could come up 
with such an extremely crude product as this twelve cent from Plate 3 in the 
early part of 1860 1 

All of the plates, which were sent to p ress from 1 857 to the end of the 
contract, were t ra nsferred from multipl e relief rol ls except the twelve cent 
Plate 3 .  At this late date, why shoul d  a plate be produced from a single relief 
transfer roll, if a better one could be made , much more efficiently , by using a 
multiple  relief transfer roll � 

The author advances the theory that P l ate  3 was not made in 1859 nor 
1860 but t ha t , a.t t h e  in ception of the contract,  in 1 85 1 .  The firm of Toppan,  
Carpenter, Casilear & Co.  made two twelve cent plates . O n  Plate Number 1 
the designs on every position were recut. Inasmuch as a large amount of twelve 
cent stamps were not needed , the other pl ate was set aside. E arly in 1860,  when 
it was believed tha t an additional twelve cent plate was required, this second 
p l a te was taken from the vault and the new type of imprint with the number 
' '  3 ' '  was added. This plate was used for the production of perforated twelve 
cent stamps. 

Future studies and further examination of copies probably will prove o r  
disprove this theory. 
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